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IF  publifing  the  following  memoirs  fljould 
appear  to  need  any  apology,  no  apology 
could  be  fujpcient :  But  it  is  hoped,  that 
7ipon  a  perufal  of  them,  they  will  be  found 
not  unacceptable.  Indeed  life,  in  fuch  a  jla- 
tion  as  that  in  which  Mr.  Abernethy  was 
placed,  cannot  furnijh  thofe  incidents  which 
are  tnojt  amujing  to  the  imagination,  or 
which  have  great  influence  upon  the  Jlate  of 
inankind  and  public  affairs  :  It  is  the  hi/lory 
of  a  few  only,  the  great  and  powerful,  that 
gives  entertainment  of  this  kind;  but  the  in- 
genuous and  thinking  mujl  be  fenfible,  that  in 
other  Jlations  the  moft  illujlrious  patterns  of 
virtue  are  often  found;  and  the  man  who 
wants  to  make  his  heart  better,  by  furveying 
human  nature  in  all  the  finijhings  of  virtuous 
improvement,  and  the  various  methods  of  dif- 
cipline,  by  which  the  perfection  of  it  is  to 
Vol.  I.  a  be 
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be  attained,  will  find  his  account  happily  in 
fuch  lives  as  that  of  Mr.  Abernethy  :  It  may 
be  very  ferviccable  to  all  who  attentively  perufe 
it,  particularly  to  thofe,  who  have  chofen  the 
holy  miniflry  for  the  bufinefs  of  their  lives:  'They 
will  fee  this  Jlation  adorned  with  every  thing 
necefjary  to  render  it  reputable  and  ufeful ;  one 
of  the  foundefl  minds  joined  with  one  of  the  be  ft 
of  hearts  ;  and  a  life  under  the  power  of  the 
wort  hi  eft  principles. 


E  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  fohn  Abernethy, 
diffenting  minifter  in  Colraine.  His  mo- 
ther was  a  daughter  of  IValkiftgfiaw  of  JValk- 
itigjkaw,    in    Kenfrewfoire   in   Scotland.     He 
was  born  October  19,   1680,  and  continued 
nine  years    under  the  care    of  his  parents. 
In   1689,    he  was  feparated  from  them,  his 
father  being  fent  by  the  diflenting  minifters 
to  London,    to    follicit  fome    public  affairs  j 
his  mother,  in  the  tumult  occafioned  by  the 
infurrection   of  the   Ir.ijh,    withdrew    from 
her   own   dwelling  to  Derry.      He  at  this 
time  was   with    a   relation   in   Ballymenagh, 
who,  in  that  general   confuiion,  determined 
to  remove  to  Scotland ;  and,  having  no  op- 
portunity   of    conveying    this    child  to  his 
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mother,  carried  him  along  with  him.     This 
was  the  means  of  his   efcaping  the   hard- 
fhips  of  the  fiege  of  Derry>  in  which  Mrs* 
Abernethy     loft     all     her     other     children. 
When   he  had   been  three  years  in  Scotland* 
which  he  fpent  at  the  grammar-fchool,  he 
returned  to  his  father's  family,    then   fixed 
in   Colraine.     Here  he  continued  at  fchool, 
till  he  was  thirteen,    and  then  was  fent  to 
G/aJgow-co\\ege :     This   he   often   regretted 
as  an  error  in  the  management  of  his  edu- 
cation ;  feeing  however  parents  might  flatter 
the    genius   of  a  child   in   their  own   ima- 
ginations, it  could  not  be  reasonably  thought, 
that  he  had   fufficient  knowledge  of  clafii- 
cal  authors,  to  fit  him  for  academical  ftu- 
dies,  or  that  his  mind  was  enough  ripened 
for  that  reflection,  which  is  necefTary  to  make 
them  fuccefsful. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  difagreeable  to  the 
reader,  to  mention  a  very  remarkable  in- 
terposition of  providence  in  preferving  his 
life,  when  on  his  way  to  Scotland.  At 
Belfaft,  he  was  diverting  himfelf  with  a 
fervant  who  attended  him,  upon  the  great 
bridge,  by  which  that  town  is  joined  to  the 
county  of  Down;  they  ftood  upon  the  bridge 
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a  confiderable  time ;  but  Mr.  Abernethy 
hapening  to  caft  his  eye  upon  fomething 
at  a  diftance  which  catched  his  fancy,  they 
ran  off  on  a  fudden  j  and,  the  moment  they 
removed,  the  arch,  upon  which  they  had 
been  {landing,  fell  down  ;  fo  they  very  nar- 
rowly efcaped  being  crufhed  to  pieces. 

He    continued    at  college,    till    he   took 
the  degree   of  Mafler   of  Arts:    Then    his 
own  inclination    led    him  to   the   ftudy   of 
phyfic  j  but  he  was  diverted  from  this  by  the 
advice  of  his   friends,    and   applied   himfelf 
to  that  of  divinity ;    in  purfuance  of  which 
he  went  to  Edinburgh,  and  was  fome  time 
under  the  care  of  the  celebrated   profefTor 
Campbel.      Upon  his  return  home,    he  prc- 
ceeded  in  his  ftudies  with  great  fuccefs,  and 
was  foon  taken  notice  of  by  the  prefbytery 
of  Route,  (of  which  his  father  was  a  mem- 
ber)    and,     under    their     direction,     went 
through  the  ufual  trials,  as  a  candidate  for 
the   miniftry.      He  was  licenfed  to  preach, 
before  he  was  one  and  twenty.      In    June 
1 70 1,  he  had  an  invitation  to  preach  in  the 
diffenting    congregation    at    Antrim,    which 
was  then  vacant ;  and  the  people,  upon  hear- 
ing him,  exprefTed  an  inclination  to  call  him 

to 
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to  the  paftoral  charge ;  but  he  refolved, 
before  he  fettled  any  where,  to  fpend  fome' 
time  in  Dublin.  He  preached  in  feveral 
congregations  in  the  city,  particularly  that 
of  Wood/lreet,  from  which  he  received  an 
invitation  to  flay  with  them  fome  time : 
This  they  defired,  with  an  intention  of 
choofing  him  to  the  pafloral  office,  in  con- 
junction with  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Boyfe -, 
but  his  father's  advice,  not  difagreeable  to 
his  own  inclinations,  determined  him  to  re- 
turn to  the  north,  he  quickly  received  an 
unanimous  call  from  the  congregation  of 
Antrim ;  but  before  he  was  ordained  there, 
his  father  died ;  of  whom  all  who  knew 
him,  had  an  high  efteem  :  And  a  judicious 
friend,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
him  writes  thus  concerning  him  :  "  He 
"  was  an  eminent  chriftian,  a  learned  di- 
c<  vine,  a  vigilant,  laborious  paftor,  a  man 
"  of  deep  penetration,  and  folidity  of  judg- 
"  ment,  of  a  ftrength  of  memory  almoft 
"  unparalled,  of  an  extenfive  public  fpirit* 
*c  a  delicate  tafte  for  correct  fpeaking  and 
<£  writing,  and  a  man  of  polite  behaviour 
<c  an  addrefs." 
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COLRAINE  being  vacant  by  the  death 
of  the  father,  prefented  a  call  to  the  fon  j  fo 
there  being  a  competition  between  that  con- 
gregation and  Antrim,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  general  *  fynod,  who  gave  their  de- 
cifion  in  favour  of  Antrim,  where  Mr. 
Abernethy  was  ordained,  Augujl  8,  1703. 
A  little  after  this  he  married  Mrs.  Sufannab 
Jordan,  whofe  father  was  dead,  and  her 
mother  married  to  Dominic  Hey/and,  Efqj 
of  Caflleroe.  Mrs.  Hey  land  was  a  woman 
of  a  very  uncommon  character,  much  ad- 
-  mired,  efpecially  for  the  generofity  of  her 
fpirit  and  tender  affections,  and  for  moil 
exemplary  piety.  Her  daughter  Abernethy 
had,  with  great  fuccefs,  imitated  the  fair 
pattern  fhe  had  every  day  before  her ,  and 
Mr.  Abernethy  found  himfelf  every  way  happy 
in  the  conjugal  relation. 

His  congregation   at  Antrim  was  a  large 
one,    and  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  pafloral 

*  That  is,  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  whole  difTent- 
ing  minifters  ailbciated  in  the  North,  with  a  ruling 
elder  for  each  mimfter.  This,  according  to  their  con- 
stitution, is  the  higheft  church  judicatory,  to  which  ap- 
peals lie  from  lclier  aflbciations,  ufually  called  Sub-fy- 
nods:  As  to  thefe  laft,  appeals  lie  from  the  ieveral  Pre- 
fbxtrics  within  theii   bounds. 
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work  with  great  diligence.  He  became 
much  admired  for  his  public  performan- 
ces j  and,  as  his  heart  was  much  fet  upon 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  he  was  very 
induitrious  in  reading.  Hs  was,  indeed, 
the  principal  life  of  a  fociety  of  minifters 
and  candidates  in  thofe  parts,  who,  from 
time  to  time  met,  to  fpend  a  day  in  ufe- 
ful  converfation,  and  in  communicating  their 
ftudies  ;  an  excellent  deiign,  and  which  was 
carried  on  for  feveral  years,  not  without  con- 
fiderable  fuccefs. 

He  was  in  great  efteem  with  the  gentle- 
men of  the  firft  rank  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  vivacity  of  his  fpirit,  true  wit,  fo 
corrected,  as  to  be  perfectly  confident  with 
the  gravity  of  his  character;  an  exact  pu- 
rity of  manners  and  good-breeding,  recom- 
mended him  to  the  belt  company ;  and 
his  abilities  foon  became  the  fubject  of  ge- 
neral obfervation  to  his  brethren  in  the  mi- 
niftry.  It  may  be  truly  faid,  that  in  the 
general  fynod,  which  is  a  very  large  affo- 
ciation,  there  was  no  one  more,  or  as  much 
taken  notice  of.  The  greatefr  refpect  was 
paid  him  from  his  firft  appearances,  as  a 
perfon  not  only  of  very  uncommon  genius, 
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but  of  admirable  wifdom  and  difcretiori, 
of  perfect  candor  and  great  modefly.  He 
foon  became  one  of  thofe,  upon  whom  the 
fynod  mod  depended  in  the  management 
of  public  affairs,  and  had  a  very  large  £hare 
in  it.  As  a  fpeaker,  he  was  confidered  as 
their  greatefr.  ornament :  And  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  he  maintained  his  character 
and  efleem  in  thefe  refpects,  through  the 
whole  of  that  tedious  courfe  of  debates, 
which  afterwards  fell  in  upon  the  point  of 
chriftian  liberty,  even  with  thofe,  who  were 
the  fierceft  antagonifts  to  the  caufe  he 
efpoufed. 

When  he  had  been  nine  years  in  Antrim^ 
he  received  a  call  from  the  diffenting  con- 
gregation in  Derry,  who  with  great  earneft- 
nefs  follicited  his  removal  thither.  He 
was,  indeed,  fo  generally  admired,  that  it 
was  natural,  the  moft  coniiderable  congrega- 
tions mould  turn  their  eyes  on  him,  in  cafe 
of  a  vacancy  :  But  this  attempt  was  with- 
out fuccefs.  He  thought  himfelf  very  hap- 
py in  his  fituation  at  Antrim,  and  that  the 
great  ends  of  his  mininxy  might  be  ferved 
as  effectually  there  as  any  where  elfe.  He 
loved  his  people,    and  had  a  pleafing  pro- 
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fpect  of  fuccefs  among  them.  The  gene- 
ral fynod,  when  this  matter  was  debated  be- 
fore them,  determined  his  continuance  at 
Antrim. 

Soon  after  this,  in  the  year  1712,  his 
wife,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  and  three 
daughters,  died,  which  made  a  very  deep 
and  lafting  impreffion  upon  his  mind :  He 
loved  her  with  the  greatefl  tendernefs  -,  and, 
though  he  bore  up  under  his  grief  with  all 
poffible  decency,  yet  there  were  plain  ap- 
pearances that  it  was  exceedingly  intenie. 
For  a  confiderable  time  afterwards  he  chofe 
retirement  from  the  world,  as  much  as  it 
was  confident  with  the  bufinefs  of  his  Na- 
tion. But  whatever  he  fuffered  upon  this 
occafion,  it  was  abundantly  compenfated, 
by  his  apparent  growth  in  knowledge  and 
all  virtuous  improvements,  the  bell:  proof, 
that  he  knew  how  to  receive  affliction,  and 
make  the  proper  ufe  of  it. 

He  has  left  behind  him  a  diary  of  his 
life,  which  begins  February,  171 2-13;  it 
makes  fix  large  volumes  in  quarto,  very  fmall 
writing,  and  very  clofe:  It  is  indeed  an 
amazing  work ;  the  temper  of  his  mind  all 
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along  reprefented  with  much  exactnefs ;  the 
various  events  he  met  with,  his  reflections 
upon  them,  and  his  improvements  of  them  : 
The  whole  bearing  fuch  characters  of  a 
reverence,  and  awe  of  the  divine  prefence 
upon  his  mind,  of  iimplicity  and  fincerity 
of  fpirit,  and  the  moft  careful  difcipline  of 
the  heart,  that,  how  great  foever  his  repu- 
tation in  the  world  was,  it  ihews  its  real 
worth  rather  exceeded  it. 

This  diary  begins  with  a  review  of  his 
pail:  life,  even  from  childhood,  and  a  very 
careful  examination  of  the  prefent  moral 
ftate  of  his  mind  ;  which  takes  up  many 
pages,  and  is  too  long  to  be  here  inferted. 
But  it  difcovers  a  fpirit  thoroughly  fenfible 
of  the  importance  of  religion,  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  and  divine  authority  of 
the  religion  of  Chrift,  and  in  calling  him- 
ie!f  to  an  account,  not  only  impartial  but 
fevere.  He  fearches  narrowly  into  his  own 
defects,  and  writes  like  one  that  wrote  only 
for  himfelf,  laying  open  the  inmoft  of  his 
heart.  Then  he  confiders  the  true  defi2;n  of 
chriftianity  by  the  knowledge  of  which  we 
are  helped  to  a  right  underitanding  of  the 
terms  of   our   acceptance   with   God.      He 
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obferves   that  the  very    erTence  of  faith  by 
which  chriftians  are  juflified,    confiffo   in  a 
full   confent  of  foul  to   the  gofpel,   as  con- 
taining the  will   of  God   for  our   falvation  ; 
and   in  purfuance  of   that,    a  chearful    and 
unreferved   fubmiilion  to  the  laws  of  it ;  the 
tendency  of  all  which  is  to  purify  the  heart 
and  life,    to   deliver  men  from  the   fpirit  of 
this   world,    that  is,    from  pride,    covetouf- 
nefs  and  all  corrupt  deiire  j    to  prepare  them 
for  the  love  of  God,     refignation    to    him, 
confidence  and  delight  in  him  ;  and  for  the 
performance    of  all    good   offices   to    others 
with     undifTembled    charity.       He    obferves 
that  the  gofpel  is  admirably   adapted  to  an- 
fwer  thefe  ends,  not  only  by  the  excellency 
of  its   laws,    but  by  the  love  and  mercy  of 
God  to  mankind,    and  the  love  of  our   Sa- 
viour,   declared  in  it ;    by   the  promifes  of 
all  necefTary  divine  aid,  and  of  a  happy  im- 
mortality.      Then     he    reprefents   his   own 
fentiments  and    temper  with  refpect   to    all 
thefe    things,     and    towards   the    conclufion 
goes  on  thus  j    "I  have,  after  calling  upon 
li  God,    reviewed    all    that   I   have    written 
"  upon    this    inquiry  j     I   dare    fay,    in    his 
"  fight,  that  my  foul    approves  the  delign 
c{  of  the  gofpel,  and  heartily  concurs  with 
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"it.  I  can  fay  without  difTimulation,  after 
"  the  bleflcd  Pfalmift,  that  /  bate  every 
"  falfe  way.  I  dare  no  more  commit  fin 
"  in  fecret,  than  if  I  were  in  the  h>ht  of 
"  the  whole  world.  The  deformity  of  it 
"  appears  to  my  mind  loathfome  and  abo- 
"  minable,  and  the  remaining  moral  infir- 
"  mities  of  my  foul,  which  no  mortal  but 
<c  myfelf  can  know,  are  my  greateit.  trouble. 
"  I  can  fay,  my  heart  is  determined  to  the 
•  '  love  of  God,  and  that  I  choofe  the  light  of 
"  his  countenance  above  all  things ;  that  I 
u  love  the  worfliip  of  God  as  the  etlablifli'd 
11  method  of  maintaining  fellowship  with 
"  him ;  that  it  is  habitually  my  aim  to 
*■  ferve  the  true  ends  of  religious  worfhip ; 
ce  and  tho'  I  often  find  reafon  to  complain 
u  of  myfelf,  yet  I  can  fay,  I  am  never  eafy 
(t  or  fatisfied  with  that  fervice,  in  which  I 
"  do  not  find  my  foul  raifed  to  a  frame 
*c  fome  way  fuitable  to  it,  and  to  fome  fer- 
<f  vor  of  affection.  And  as  charity  is  a 
"  character  of  the  true  difciples  of  Chrift 
«'  often  fpoken  of  in  fcripture,  and  largely 
«'  infifted  on  by  our  faviour,  I  think,  I 
<(  can  truly  fay,  that  the  image  and  like- 
<c  nefs  of  God  wherever  it  is  found,  with- 
*'  out    regard    to   party,    condition   in   the 

world, 
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*{  world,  or  any  other  confideration,  is  the 

c<  object  of  my  fincere  affection  j  my  heart 

"  would   be  glad   to  do  a  good  office  to  a 

<£  difcip'e  in  the  name  of  a  difciple,  and  to 

M  do  good,    as   I  have  opportunity,    to  all 

M  mankind.     What  then    upon   the   whole 

*'  fhall  I  conclude?     That,  according  to  the 

ci  gofpel   declarations,    I   am    in   a  Hate    of 

"  favour  with  God  ?  Yes,  I  will,  and  mufl 

11  do  it.      Surely  thefe  are  the  genuine  cha- 

cc  raclers  of  it,  according  to  the  fcriptures. 

cc  Therefore  condemning  myfelf  for  mani- 

"  fold  paft  offences,    and  adoring  the  rich 

<c  mercy  of  God,    I  will  fay   to  my  foul, 

<c  that  I  am  the  object  of  his  approbation 

"  and  love."     Concluding  all   with  praifes 

and  thankfgiving  in  molt  affectionate  {trains, 

and  with  refolutions  of  conducting  his   life 

for   the  future  fo  as  to  pleafe  and  honour 

God  :  particularly  with  refpect  to  his  bufinefs 

as  a  minifter,  of  the  dignity  and  importance 

of  which  he  expreffes  a  high  fenfe,  and  great 

pleafure  in  it,    with  earneft  deiires  that  he 

may,  by  the  afliftances  of  God's  holy  fpirit, 

be  enabled  to  anfwer  the  true  ends  of  that 

honourable  ftation. 


It 
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It    will,    I  am  perfuaded,    be  agreeable 
to   many  readers,  to  have   fome  farther  ac- 
count of  this    record    of   his   life,    and   his 
progrefs   in  cultivating  good   affections,  and 
correcting  whatfoever  appeared  amifs.     But 
the  defign  of  this  preface  does  not  admit  of 
following   him   through    the   particulars    of 
this    kind,    which  would    fwell  it  to  a  very 
great  bulk.     All  that   can  be  expected,  is, 
a   general   view    of  the    defigns   which    he 
purfued,    and  his  great  application  to  ferve 
them  ;    to  which  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
fubjoin  fome  few  paffages    which   lhall   be 
faithfully  tranfcribed,    that  the  reader   may 
be  able    to  form   a  juft  idea   of  his   fpirit. 
There  are  indeed  very  many  which  there  is 
no   occafion   to  infert  here,  for  they  contain 
his   reafonings   with    himfelf  upon   religious 
fubjects,    and  thefe  are   to   be  found  in  his 
fermons,     where    they   are  fet  in  the  beft 
Hght. 

o 

The  difcipline  of  the  heart,  is  the  great 
bufinefs  which  he  appears  in  the  whole 
of  this  diary  to  have  purfued.  His  inqui- 
ries upon  particular  occafions  into  his  own 
infirmities  and  defects,  are  very  frequent. 
He   relates    the    workings   of  his   paiTions, 

thofe 
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thofe  efpecially,  which  he  apprehended  had 
the  afcendant  in  his  natural  complexion  and 
temper,  and  by  which  he  was  in  the  great- 
eft  danger  of  being  betrayed  into  errors  in 
conduct,  with  much  exactnefs,  and  many 
ufeful  reflections  upon  them ;  with  great 
care  applying  himfelf  to  find  out  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  Jin ,  and  to  difcover  that  falfe  co- 
louring of  principles  and  affections,  which 
frequently  impofes  upon  the  unthinking  and 
partial,  and  under  the  cover  of  which,  bad 
difpolitions  and  actions  often  fhelter  them- 
felves,  indeed  are  recommended  as  virtuous. 
And  as  he  was  at  pains  to  fortify  himfelf 
by  all  proper  means,  againft  whatfoever 
might  endanger  that  exact  integrity  which 
was  the  fubject  of  his  conftant  attention  and 
care,  fo  where  he  was  confcious  of  having 
failed  in  any  inftance,  he  does  particularly 
record  it,  and  his  exercife  of  repentance  for 
it.  And  where  he  had  acted  his  part  hap- 
pily, and  approved  himfelf  to  his  own  hearr, 
this  is  likewife  fet  down  with  proper  re- 
flections for  his  encouragement  and  efta- 
bliihment  in  virtue.  Never  fure  was  there 
a  fcene  where  the  various  workings  of  the 
human  heart,  and  the  proper  difcipline  of 
it,  are  more  fully   and   affctinglv  difplav'd. 

He 
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He  likewife  frequently  compares  the  prefent 
ftate  of  his  mind,  with  what  it  was  in  times 
paft,  carefully  obferving,  whether  he  made 
advances  in  religion  and  virtue,  or  was 
falling  beneath  former  attainments ;  and,  as 
he  was  for  fome  years  labouring  under  fre- 
quent depreffion  of  fpirit,  tho'  concealed 
from  the  world,  his  conflicts  with  imagi- 
nation, while  it  diftrerTed  him,  and  his  rea- 
fonings  with  himfelf  for  his  fupport  and  en- 
couragement, are  all  fet  forth  very  particu- 
larly. 

But  there  is  nothing  he  attended  to  with 
greater  exadlnefs,  than  the  manner  and  temper 
in  which  he  performed  the  public  fervices 
of  religion.  The  examining  of  thefe  ap- 
pears to  have  been  part  of  his  bufinefs  every 
fabbath-evening  j  and  in  the  reflections  made 
upon  fuch  occafions,  the  fimplicity  of  his 
fpirit  in  purfuing  the  true  ends  of  religion 
and  the  miniftry,  and  his  ardent  zeal,  do 
moil  affeclingly  appear.  He  exprefles  great 
difpleafure  with  himfelf,  when  vain  or  un- 
reafonable  thoughts  had  infinuated  them- 
felves  fo,  as  to  leifen  or  interrupt  his  atten- 
tion to  divine  things ;  or  when  he  had  not 
thofe   feelings   of  devout  affection,    and  of 

love 
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love  to,  and  concern  for  the  flock  to  whom 
he  miniftred,  which  he  laboured  above 
all  things  to  preferve  upon  his  mind.  But 
he  often  reviews  thefe  fervices  with  great 
fatisfaction  and  pleafure,  expreffing  much 
joy  in  the  exercife  of  the  beffc  affections  and 
confidence  of  divine  acceptance.  In  one  part 
of  the  diary  he  concludes  his  reflections 
with  thefe  words:  "  The  great  difference  I 
"  find  in  my  mind,  as  to  clearnefs  and  con- 
il  fufion  of  thought,  fometimes  feized  with 
"  fuch  languor  and  indifpofition,  fuch  fhi- 
if  pidity  and  barrennefs,  I  can  have  no  dif- 
"  tinct  perceptions,  I  cannot  think  with 
*'  any  relifh ;  at  other  times  I  find  fuch 
M  furprifing  vigour  and  freedom  of  fpirit, 
<f  fuch  ftrongly  affecting  views  of  thofe 
<s  things,  which  before  were  covered  with 
<£  thick  darknefs,  and  this  attended  with 
li  the  greateft  pleafure,  that  I  feem  to  my- 
11  felf  quite  another  perfon  j  this  difference, 
"  I  fay,  I  cannot  account  for.  I  know  not 
<c  the  dependance  the  foul  has  upon  the 
"  body,  and  how  far  the  temper  of  the 
<c  one  may  be  affected  by  the  ftate  of  the 
"  other ;  but  for  the  mind  itfelf,  furely 
"  fuch  changes  do  not  depend  upon  choice, 
Vol.  I.  b  "  or 
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tc  or  an  act   of  the  will,  here  another  caufe 
"  muffc  be  acknowledged." 

Besides  the  daily  fervices  of  the  clofet, 
it  appears  from  his  diary,  that  he  frequently 
fliut  himfelf  up  the  whole  day,  which  he 
fpent  in  prayer,  reading  the  fcriptures,  and 
religious  meditation.  Thefe  days  he  often 
marks,  as  very  entertaining  and  ufeful  to 
him ;  and  the  exercifes  of  his  mind,  with 
refpecT:  to  the  ftate  of  his  own  foul,  that  of 
his  family,  his  congregation,  and  the  pub- 
lic intereft,  are  all  fet  down,  in  which  fuch 
a  fpirit  of  piety  and  charity  breathes,  as  is 
rarely  to  be  met  with. 

The  reader  will,  I  believe,  be  pleafed 
with  an  account  of  the  reafons  of  his  fpend- 
ing  fo  much  time  in  the  fecret  exercifes  of 
devotion,  in  his  own  words,  which  are  as 
follow :  "  I  have  refolved  to  fet  apart  this 
cc  day  for  the  folemn  exercifes  of  devotion ; 
"  not  that  I  place  religion  in  fuch  things, 
Ct  for  certainly  it  confifh  in  a  conformity  of 
"  the  habitual  difpofition  of  the  mind  to 
11  the  will  of  God,  and  an  uniform  tenor 
<c  of  converfation.  When  I  was  a  child  in 
cC  religion  (that  is,    beginning  to  be  ferious) 

"  many 
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C£  many  a  danger  I  was  expofed  to,  particu- 
"  larly  that  of  being  impofed  upon  by  a 
"  warm  imagination,  laying  too  great  ftrefs 
"  upon  what  I  accounted  divine  impreffions, 
<c  upon  fervours  and  raptures  in  religion  : 
"  This,  I  believe,  fome  young  and  unex- 
"  perienced  chriftians  are  apt  to  fall  into  -, 
"  but  true  chriftianity  confifts  in  love  to 
"  God,  and  charity  to  men,  which  is  the 
"  bond  of  perfeftnefs :  It  coniifts  in  doing 
"  juflly,  and  loving  mercy ;  in  meeknefs 
"  patience,  and  contentment.  O  !  my  foul ! 
<£  endeavour  to  grow  in  thefe  virtues,  that 
"  is  the  fure  way  of  pleafing  God ;  and  it 
cc  is  effentially  neceiTary  to  real  religion,  that 
t£  a  defign  of  pleafing  God,  be  conftantly 
"  and  uniformly  purfued ;  whenever  that  is 
"  neglected,  fincerity  is  loft.  But  I  apply 
<{  myfelf  to  thefe  exercifes,  Jlrji,  becaufe 
<c  they  are  a  noble  employment  of  the  mind, 
tf  moit.  worthy  of  its  rational  powers,  tend- 
"  ing  to  their  higheft  perfection,  and  af- 
"  fording  moil  folid  joy  :  Secondly,  in  fo- 
**  lemn  tranfactions  with  God,  I  may  hope 
*c  for  fuch  a  confirmation  in  virtuous  fenti- 
<c  ments  and  difpofitions  ;  and  fuch  advan- 
**  tages  over  worldly  lufts,  as  may  be  of 
*  great  ufe  to  me  in  future  life  j  and  this 
ba       .  "  hope 
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<c  hope  is  juftified  by  experience.  Thirdly, 
"  I  would  lay  ftricler  obligations  upon  my- 
"  felf  to  greater  watchfulnefs  and  caution 
tc  againft  the  fprings  of  error,  and  perplexi- 
u  ty,  and  guilt,  into  which  I  have  been 
"  formerly  milled,  and  my  life  rendered  un- 
i(  comfortable." 

To  all  which  it  may  be  added,  that  to 
•his  converting   fo  much  with  himfelf,    and 
thefe    extraordinary    labours   in   the   clofet, 
were,    no  doubt,   in  a  great  meafure  owing, 
not  only  the  uncommon  goodnefs  of  his  fpi- 
rit,  and  the  exacl:  regularity  and  ufemlnefs 
of  his  life ;    but  that  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  human    heart,    and  thofe  amazing 
flrains    of  reafoning,    which   appear   in  his 
fermons,  which  could  be   the  effect  of  no- 
thing but  the  clofet,  application  to  thinking, 
and  the  moil  careful  attention   to  his  own 
mind. 

Besides  all  this,  he  gives  an  account, 
in  his  diary,  of  feveral  alterations  of  opi- 
nion in  religious  matters,  and  has  been  very 
particular  in  the  realons  of  them ;  and  upon 
what  principles  he  embraced  fome  opinions, 
contrary  to  what  he  had  formerly  received  j 

and 
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and  in  feveral  places  fets  down  his  reafon- 
ings  upon  the  importance  of  various  articles 
of  faith,  as  they  affect  the  chriftian  life. 
One  of  thefe  paffages  concludes  thus : 
"  My  mind  has  been  often  difturbed  about 
"  fome  particular  points  of  orthodoxy  j  but  I 
tc  am  perfuaded,  with  that  meafure  of  know- 
"  ledge  God  has  given  me  (little,  when 
"  compared  with  the  attainments  of  others) 
"  no  miitake  about  the  chrillian  truth  will 
"  deprive  me  of  acceptance,  unlefs,  which 
"  I  hope  is  not  my  cafe,  it  arifes  from  fel- 
"  fim  iregular  defires,  cppoling  the  deilgn 
"  of  chi  iftianity  itfelf :  And  the  moil  fub- 
<c  ftantial  enjoyment,  conformable  to  the 
<:  fcope  of  the  goipel,  is  that  fin  cere  fatis- 
<c  faction,  which  rcfults  from  a  true  difpo- 
"  fition,  to  fall  in  with  it  univerfally." 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  his 
diary  contains  an  account  of  all  the  impor- 
tant events  that  beiel  him,  with  his  reflec- 
tions upon  them  j  his  own  resolutions  and 
the  principles  upon  which  he  iounded  them. 
In  thefe  things  he  has  defcended  very  mi- 
nutely, and  made  many  obfervations  upon 
his  own  fchemes  in  life,  and  the  many  dif- 
sppointments   he  met  with,    which   tended 

b3  t0 
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to  make  his  heart  better,  and  to  work  in 
him  a  more  finifhed  relignation  to  the  will 
of  God.  Upon  occafion  of  a  confiderable 
difappointment,  he  writes  thus :  "  A  dif- 
u  paffionate  temper  of  fpirit  is  that  only 
"  which  will  afford  me  folid  peace.  When 
<£  paffions  of  any  kind  prevail,  they  de- 
"  prive  me  of  comfort,  they  marr  my  befl 
"  fervices  to  God ;  I  go  about  my  duty  in 
<c  bitternefs,  and  the  heat  of  my  fpirit, 
lc  which  I  have  fometimes  lately  found  ;  I 
"  ought  therefore  to  fummons  all  my  power 
"  to  bear  them  down.  Lord,  affift  me  by  the 
li  fpirit  of  power ,  and  of  love,  and  of  a 
"  found  mind  j  and  let  me  ever  guard  againft 
"  vain  carnal  thoughts,  the  delufive  images 
"  ofpleafure,  profit,  or  honour,  and  againft 
"  diffatisfaclioa  with  my  prefent  flate  -,  all 
"  thefe  tend  to  break  in  upon  the  fincerity 
*c  and  tranquillity  of  my  foul.  Let  me  now 
li  put  the  queftion  ;  what  would  I  do,  if 
"  my  circumitances  were  altered,  according 
c<  to  the  imaginations  that  have  often 
(i  aim  fed  me  ?  I  anfvver  to  myfclf,  I  would 
*'  apply  myfeif  chearfully  to  my  bufinefs, 
*'  as  a  chriftian  and  a  minifter,  ftudying 
tc  higher  degrees  of  knowledge,  purity, 
"  mt^knefs,  charity,    and  every   thing  vir- 

"  tuous 
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"  tuous  and  praife- worthy.  But  am  I  not 
"  deceiving  myfelf  in  this  ?  I  cannot  vindi- 
"  cate  myfelf  from  fuch  delufion  other- 
if  wife,  than  by  promoting  thofe  ends  now 
<l  to  the  utmoft  of  my  capacity.  If  I  do 
"  not  do  it  now  to  my  utmoft,  I  mould  not 
"  do  it  then ;  for  a  mere  change  in  the  out- 
ft  ward  ftate  will  never  make  the  heart  bet- 
"  ter.  If  I  am  impatient  that  things  do 
"  not  come  to  pafs  according  to  my  fond 
"  defire,  and  fanguine  imaginations,  that  is 
"  my  fin  ;  and  if  fuch  impatience  of  fpirit 
"  diverts  me  from  my  duty,  it  is  a  certain 
*'  indication  of  infincerity  in  my  profcffion 
u  as  a  chriftian." 

To  conclude  this  general  account  of  his 
diary,  there  runs  through  it  a  tender  fpirit 
of  fympathy  with  his  friends :  Many  of  their 
diftrefles  are  particularly  reprefented,  and 
the  feelings  of  his  heart,  on  their  account, 
which  fhew  a  very  delicate  fenfibility  in 
fuch  matters,  and  made  him  always  ready 
to  do  his  utmoft  for  their  fupport  and  relief. 
With  fuch  variety  of  matter,  omitting  no- 
thing that  was  of  any  importance,  he  car- 
ried on  the  hiftory  of  his  life,  which,  tho* 
manifeftly  intended  for    his   own   ufe  only, 

b  4  and 


xxiv  Ihc    P  R  E  FA  C  E. 

and  therefore  written  with  the  greateft  fim- 
plicity,  yet  discovers  in  every  part  of  it 
much  krious  thinking,  as  well  as  fevere  felf- 
government. 

The  few  paffages  I  have  tranfcribed,  in 
giving  the  reader  this  view  of  the  defign  of 
it,  are  in  the  firft  or  lecond  volumes  j  I 
mail  now  add  fome  of  his  meditations  many 
years  after. 

"  Upon  a  defigned  confideration  of  thofe 
"  important  fubjects,  the  methods  of  di- 
t;  vine  providence  towards  me,  my  own 
"  behaviour,  what  I  ought  to  do,  and  how 
*c  fupport  myfelf  under  the  calamities  of 
"  life,  and  the  fears  of  death  (and,  for  fuch 
€t  confideration,  I  have  a  good  opportunity 
<c  this  Lord's  day,  being  detained  from  the 
C£  public  aiTembly  by  fuch  an  indifpofition, 
"  as  does  not  render  me  incapable  of  me- 
cc  ditating)  a  great  many  though; s.  arife  in 
<£  my  heart.  It  is  of  the  laft  confequence, 
*'  indeed  the  foundation  of  all  religion,  and 
<{  all  comfort,  to  preferve  right  fentiments 
"  concerning  the  Deity  and  his  providence. 
"  I  have  given  my  heart  free  leave  to  bring 
"  forth  all  its  objections  (and  they  all  turn 

"  upon 
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<c  upon  this  one  point,  that  they  feem  to 
**  argue  againfl  the  wifdom  and  kindnefs 
"  of  providence  to  me)  for  furely  the  prin- 
"  ciples  of  religion  are  not  fuch,  as  to  re- 
fc  quire  that  any  objections  againfl:  them 
c<  mould  be  ftifled,  as  being  too  ftrong. 
t£  The  fum  of  my  deliberate  thoughts,  af- 
<e  ter  a  ferious  enquiry,  are,  that  if  in- 
tc  deed  the  gratifications  of  fenfe,  of  ani- 
"  mal  affections  and  pailions,  be  the  per- 
"  fection  and  true  end  of  life,  I  am  not 
"  able  to  anfwer  the  objection  j  for,  though 
"  it  is  certain,  I  have  many  good  things 
M  from  God  (and,  I  am  perfuaded,  there 
"  is  more  of  them,  than  evil  in  my  lot; 
"  and,  it  may  be,  the  enjoyments  I  would 
11  further  defire,  might  be  hurtful  to  life 
*l  upon  the  whole)  yet  I  cannot  fay,  that 
"  this  amounts  to  a  Satisfying  anfwer.  But 
<c  taking  life  in  another  -view,  and  confi- 
"  dering  the  human  nature,  as  made  for  the 
"  purpofes  of  virtue  and  religion,  and  for 
<c  the  final  fruition  of  God  in  a  perfect: 
<c  ftate,  and  the  objection  vaniflies,  there  is 
"  no  force  at  all  in  it ;  for  then  it  appears, 
ct  that  the  main  ends  of  my  being  are  not  ob- 
"  ftructed,  but  promoted  rather,  and  ferved, 
11  by  the  very  troubles   and  difappointments 

"  complained 
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"  complained  of,  as  experience  fully  de- 
u  monftrates  :  But  that  this  is  a  true  prin- 
cc  ciple,  is  apparent,  from  a  fair  view  of  all 
"  the  powers,  affections,  and  enjoyments  of 
"  our  nature,  taken  together ;  for  virtuous 
"  fentiments,  and  affections,  and  enjoyments, 
"  are  fo  deep  wrought  into  our  conftitu- 
"  tion,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  efface  them. 
"  To  refift  and  ftrive  continually  againft 
<c  them,  is  to  make  ourfelves  compleatly 
€i  miferable ;  whereas,  to  refift  the  other 
<c  affections  and  paffions,  affords  inward  fe- 
*c  renity  and  peace ;  fo  that,  upon  the  con- 
<c  trary  principle  to  that  which  I  now  af- 
<{  fert,  the  human  nature  would  be  an  un- 
<{  accountable  work  of  God,  a  heap  of  ab- 
"  furdities  and  contradictions,  like  the  Jha- 
*e  dow  of  death,  without  any  light  or  or- 
11  der.  But  this  principle  muft  lie  at  the 
"  bottom  of  all  religion,  and,  I  hope,  I 
"  need  not  ftill  be  laying  the  foundation 
•'  from  it,  as  I  am  fatisfled  concerning  the 
"  difpenfations  of  divine  providence  toward 
"  me,  fo  I  fee  my  own  faults,  which  con- 
"  lift  principally  in  oppofing  and  thwarting 
**  it,  fetting  my  heart  on  thofe  things,  as 
ci  the  principal  bufinefs  and  fruitions  of  life 
**  which  really  are  not  foj   and,  upon  this 

"  wrong 
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"  wrong  ground,  conduding  my  pafllons, 
<c  imaginations,  and  endeavours  :  If  this  be 
(t  my  error,  return,  my  foul,  to  the  con- 
"  trary  difpofition  and  pradice  from  all  thy 
<c  projeds  and  counfels,  and  condud  all 
"  thy  affairs  by  this  one  principle,  that  re- 
"  ligious  virtue  is  the  true  end,  and  the 
"  bighefl  enjoyment  of  life  j  fo  malt  thou 
ct  poffefs  equanimity  in  all  events ;  fo  malt 
"  thou  enjoy  thy  own  exigence  with  com- 
"  fort  j  fo  flialt  thou  be  able  to  fupprefs 
"  tumultuous  delires,  perplexing  fears,  and 
f<  difcouraging  griefs,  the  fcandals,  weak- 
"  nefles,  vices,  and  torments  of  nature." 

In  another  place,  with  refped  to  the 
chriftian  religion,  he  writes  thus  j  <c  Many 
"  are  the  objedions  that  are  raifed  againffc 
'*  chriftianity.  Sometimes  they  are  flarted 
<c  in  my  mind  very  unfeafonably,  and  tend 
"  to  beget  an  indifference  to,  and  a  difrelifh 
"  of  the  gofpel  fcheme  :  This  certainly 
M  muft  be  got  over,  otherwife  I  can  never 
<c  enter  into  chriflian  exercifes  with  that 
c<  fpirit,  and  thofe  affedions,  that  become 
"  me.  Still,  it  muff  be  acknowledged  that 
£<  fince  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  will  to 
"  men,  he  treats  them  as  men  -,   and  allows 

<c  them 


xxvu 


xxviii  The     F  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

"  them  the  free  ufe  of  their   underftanding* 
"  in  examining   it,    to  diftinguilh  between 
M  true  and  falie,  and  to  form  a  right  judg- 
tc  ment  of  what  is  contained  in  his  word. 
"  But  the  foundations   upon  which  I  have 
M  received  chriftianity  always   appear  to  my 
cc  moil  deliberate  thoughts  concerning  them, 
"  firm  and  unlhaken.     I  am  perfectly  fen- 
tc  fible  they  have  often  appeared  (o  in  the 
"  freeft  exercife  of  all  my  rational  powers, 
"  and   in   the    greatefr,    moft    difpaffionate 
u  ferenity  of  mind.     This  farther  I  am  fure 
"  of,    that  my  moft  exalted  fentiments  of 
"  virtue   and  moral  perfection,  I  have  been 
"  led    into    from   a  contemplation   of    the 
"  rules,  views,  and  motives  of  the  gofpel. 
<c  And   tho'   there   be  fome   reprefentations 
<c  and  forms   of    fpeaking   hard    to  be   ac- 
<£  counted     for,     yet    the    moft    important 
"  points,    particularly  the  nature   of  future 
"  rewards,  J  as  confiding  in  the  perfection  of 
"  virtue,  are  declared  according  to  truth,  and 
"  the    nature    of   things.       The    defign    of 
"  Chr ill's  coming  into  the  world,  his  dying, 
"  riling,     afcending    into   heaven,     (not  as 
ct  darkened   by  mens   explanations  and  hy- 
"  pothefes,    but  in  the   limplicity  in  which 
"  thefe    points    are   declared   in   the   New 
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cc  Teftament)  are   amazing  effects  of  Phi- 
"  lanthropy.      And   the    gift   of  the    holy 
"  fpirit,    as  reprefented  in  the  fcripture,  fo 
<l  far  from  being  any  way   (hocking  and  ab- 
"  furd,     I   own,     it   appears   to   me   moft 
"  worthy    of   God,     and    a    moft   beautiful 
cc  part    of   the    fcheme.      When    all  thefe 
<{  things  are  confidered,    I  am  perfectly  fa- 
"  tisfled.     I  confent  to  the  gofpel  covenant. 
"  I  find   the  greater!  prejudices  againfl:  it  at 
<f  bottom,  arife  from  the  vanity  of  my  own 
<l  heart,  and  the  depravity  of  my  affections. 
"  I     therefore    willingly   go   again    to   the 
"  knowledge  of  Chrifr,   that  I  may   learn 
"  virtue,  and  upon   the  fame  foundation  on 
<c  which  I  have   begun,    and  by  the  fame 
<£  means,  to  carry  on  a  war  againft  fin.    My 
<c  irregular    appetites,     my    felnfli    paffions, 
cc  have    even   of  late    been  very   vexatious, 
<c  and    providence    has    interpofed    very  re- 
<c  markably    to    controul   them.      Let  dif- 
<c  content,  anger,  the  love  of  the  things  of 
"  this  world,  pride,    with  all   fantaftic  and 
"  unnatural      affections,       be     hated      and 
"  oppofed.      And    as  I  am    weak,     Lord, 
"  ftrengthen  me  by  thy  holy  fpirit,  that  fo 
tl  the  vigour  of  my  mind  may  be  preferved, 
"  and  I  may  every  day,    and  by  the  con- 

u  tinued 
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iC  tinued  ufe  of  prayer,  meditation,  and 
"  every  ordinance  of  God,  be  afpiring  to 
"  integrity.  If  I  be  thus  feeking  glory  and 
"  immortality,  eternal  life  (for  what  is  eter- 
<c  nal  life,  what  is  heaven,  but  the  integrity 
"  and  perfection  of  nature  ?)  is  mine.  And 
"  how  little  ought  this  world  to  feem  in 
"  my  account  ?  How  little  fliould  I  regard 
"  men  and  their  behaviour  towards  me  ?  O 
"  that  the  blelfed  Jefus  were  more  in  my 
u  efteem,  and  I  endeavouring  to  walk  even 
"  as  he  walked.  I  repent  of  my  former 
<c  follies,  and  I  turn  to  the  Lord  with  all 
"  my  heart. 

Again,  "  God  has  not  framed  the 
"  human  nature  fo  as  to  be  necefTarily  mife- 
"  rable.  Nay,  fuch  is  our  conftitution,  that 
"  the  greateft  comfort,  the  noblefr.  enjoy- 
"  ment,  arifes  from  our  acting  agreeably  to 
<c  it.  That  is,  from  doing  conflantly,  and 
"  uniformly,  what  our  minds  approve.  One 
"  would  think,  now,  here  is  an  eafy  and 
"  ready  way  to  be  happy.  But  indeed  the 
<£  doing  our  duty,  acting  a  reafonable  part, 
<£  conforming  our  practice  to  the  deliberate 
"  fentiments  which  are  the  refult  of  an  im- 
<c  partial   inquiry,    is   rendered   difficult   by 

<{  our 
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our  vehement  appetites  and '  tumultuous 
paffions,  which  darken  the  mind,  per- 
plex its  counfels,  diffipate  its  vigour, 
and,  as  I  often  find  hy  experience,  pre- 
cipitate men  into  a  ram  and  finful  conduct. 
Yet  I  find  no  neceffity  laid  upon  me  to 
be  hurrid  in  that  manner,  and  driven  by 
the  brutal  impulfe  of  the  mechanical 
part  of  nature.  It  is  in  an  unhappy 
choice,  and  in  the  prevalence  of  corrupt 
affections,  that  the  guilt  confifts.  How 
wonderfully  is  the  glorious  gofpel  fuited 
to  this  excellent  defign  of  raiting  the 
mind  above  all  fervitude  to  appetites  and 
paffions,  and  of  giving  life  and  fpirit  in 
the  performance  of  duty  ?  There  is  the 
promife  of  pardon  to  be  the  foundation 
of  our  dutiful  return  to  God,  when  we 
are  confcious  of  having  offended  him. 
There  is  a  promife  that  fin  mall  not  have 
dominion.  The  affiftance  of  the  holy 
fpirit  is  offered.  Virtue  is  recommended 
by  a  plain  and  eafily  intelligible  law,  en- 
forced by  a  very  powerful  fandion.  I 
do,  therefore,  betake  myfelf  to  the  re- 
medy the  gofpel  has  provided  for  me ;  I 
lay  hold  of  the  great  falvation.  I  have 
indeed   for  many  years  profeffed.  to  do  fo  ; 
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<c  but  have  not  made  the  progrefs  might 
"  have  been  expe&ed  over  fin.  I  therefore 
"  bemoan  myfelf,  but  what  fhall  I  do  ?  I 
"  muft  renew  my  application  to  the  grace  of 
"  Chrift.  I  confent  to  the  gofpel  covenant  j 
"  engaging  myfelf,  anew,  in  the  ftrength 
X£  of  God  to  perform  all  the  duties  it  re- 
f<  quires,  and  to  oppofe  all  fin,  thofe  fins 
€t  efpecially,  which  I  have  found  warring 
•<{  againft  my  own  foul.  And,  O !  my 
"  foul,  return  to  thy  reft,  to  a  quiet  refignation 
Cl  to  the  will  of  God,  to  a  firm  confidence 
**  in  him,  and  a  cheerful  acquiefcence  in  his 
V  providence,  return  to  meeknefs,  purity, 
l.c  and  charity. 

This  is  all  that  I  fhall  tranfcribe  from 
the  diary,  excepting  what  is  neceffary  to 
give  the  reader  a  juft  view  of  Mr.  Abemethys 
reafonings  with  himfelf  upon  fome  important 
turns  of  life,  and  the  principles  upon  which 
his  refolutions  were  founded.  To  proceed 
with  the  account  of  his  life. 

His  behaviour  as  the  head  of  a  family, 
was,  in  all  refpecls,  exemplary.  Befides  the 
daily  regular  worfhip  of  God  in  it  (a  matter 
in   which  he   was  very  exad   himfelf,    and 

which 
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Which  with  the  greateft  zeal  he  recommend^ 
ed  to  others,  accounting  it  one  great  caufe 
of  the  decay  of  religion,  fo  jultly  complain- 
ed of  in  the  prefent  age,  that  family  wor- 
fhip  was  fo  much  neglected)  he  fet  a  part  a 
day,  from  time  to  time,  feveral  hours  of 
which  he  fpent  with  his  family,  inftructing 
his  children  and  fervants,  and  praying  with 
them.  And  he  had  the  teftimony  of  all  in 
his  houfe,  and  of  all  the  neighbourhood, 
to  the  great  meeknefs  of  his  fpirit,  the  even^ 
nefs  of  his  temper,  and  a  generous  affects 
onate  care  of  all  that  were  under  his  roof. 

It  may  be  reckoned  amongft  his  more 
private  labours,  that  every  fortnight,  for 
feveral  years,  he  fpent  a  day  with  the  mem- 
bers of  his  feffion,  or  (as  it  is  fometime9 
called)  confiftory,  and  as  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  in  the  congregation,  as  were 
difpofed  to  attend  fuch  fervice,  in  prayer 
and  converfation  upon  ufeful  fubjects*  Many 
of  thefe  have  fpoken  frequently  of  it  fince, 
as  what  was  of  great  advantage  to  them. 
Several  points  in  chrillianity,  which  are  lefs 
obvious  to  the  unlearned,  were  freely  dif- 
courfed  upon,  and  every  man  had  oppor- 
tunity of  propofing  his  difficulties.     But  the 
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converfation  always  turned  principally  upon 
matters  relating  to  practice,  and  which  might 
tend  to  edification. 

In  the  public  fervice  he  followed  the  rules 
then  ufually  obferved  in  the  north  j  Ex- 
pounding fome  portion  of  fcripture,  and 
preaching  twice  every  Lord's  day.  On 
wednefday  he  always  preached  a  fermon ; 
after  which  he  fpent  fome  time  in  converfing 
with  the  members  of  the  feffion,  about  the 
ftate  of  the  congregation ;  and  inquiring 
into  any  public  fcandals,  which  were  laid 
before  them,  according  to  the  rules  of  dis- 
cipline obferved  amongft  the  DhTenters,  in 
which  he  was  very  exact. 

In  the  year  171 6,  in  purfuance  of  a 
project  which  had  been  long  in  his  thoughts, 
he  applied  himfelf'to  labour  among  the  na- 
tive Irijhy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antrim, 
who  were  (almoft  univerfallv)  of  the  popifli 
perfuaiion,  to  try  if  their  prejudices  would 
be  removed,  and  they  might  be  brought  to 
embrace  the  proteftant  religion.  His  heart 
was  very  much  fet  upon  the  execution  of 
this  defign  ;  and  for  a  considerable  time  he 
managed  it  alone.      He   went  frequently  to 
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Loughfide,  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  the  greateft  numbers  of  them  lived  ; 
invited  them  to  public  lectures,  which  were 
appointed  in  the  mofl  convenient  places  for 
their  attendance  j  went  from  houfe  to  houfe 
among  them,  and  where  they  would  ad- 
mit of  it,  converfed  freely  with  them,  la- 
bouring to  convince  them  of  their  errors. 
When  he  had  continued  in  this  courfe  fome 
time,  he  had  fuch  encouragement  from  their 
attendance  upon  public  worfhip,  and  the 
good  impreffions  made  upon  fome  of  them, 
that  he  defired  the  affiflance  of  the  minifters 
of  the  neighbourhood  in  carrying  on  the  de- 
fign,  and  with  their  help  continued  this  at- 
tempt for  a  confiderable  time.  Sermons  were 
frequently  preached,  and  much  time  fpent 
in  private  converfation  with  the  Irijh.  There 
is  nothing  more  frequently  taken  notice  of 
in  his'  diary  than  this  affair,  which  he  often 
very  warmly  and  affectionately  recommends 
to  the  divine  care  and  blefTing.  Nor  did  he 
ever  exprefs  greater  zeal  in  any  thing,  than 
propagating  the  true  proteftunt  principles, 
and  delivering  men  from  papal,  and  all  other 
ecclefiaftical  tyranny,  together  with  the  un- 
happy prejudices  on  the  one  hand,  and  en- 
fnaring  arts   on  the   other,    by    which    it  is 
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fupported.  His  labours  among  the  Irijh  were 
not  without  fuccefs.  Several  were  prevailed 
upon  and  embraced  the  proteftant  religion. 
Some  of  thefe  did  indeed  return  to  the  pro- 
feflion  of  popery  j  others  continued  firm  to 
proteftant  principles,  and  gave  good  evidence 
of  being  fincerely  religious. 

It  will  appear  to  the  reader  from  the 
accounts  already  given,  that  Mr.  Abernethy 
was  a  perfon  of  unwearied  application  and 
diligence.  But  no  one  who  was  not  well 
acquainted  with  him,  could  imagine  how 
little  time  he  loft.  It  appears  from  his  diary, 
that  he  very  particularly  knew  the  ftate  and 
character  of  thofe  who  were  under  his 
paftoral  care.  They  had  always  ready  ac- 
cefs  to  him.  He  carefully  vifited  the  fick  j 
and  his  people  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of 
his  wifdom,  that  in  all  difficulties  and  per- 
plexing cafes,  he  was  their  refuge.  He  was 
ready  with  a  moft  friendly  fpirit  to  affift  in 
their  counfels,  and  had  a  very  uncommon 
dexterity  in  conducting  affairs.  He  thought 
it  not  beneath  him  to  ferve  the  meaneft  of 
them,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
good.  From  this  it  will  be  readily  conclud- 
ed 
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cd   that   he  gave  much  of  his  time  to  his 
people. 

It  is  likewife  known,  that  he  had,  very 
early  in  life,  a  large  mare  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  affairs  and  bufinefs  of 
the  difTenters,  and  was  obliged  to  be  fre- 
quently abroad  upon  that  account.  His 
conftant  attendance  at  the  ftated  meetings 
of  his  brethren  took  up  much  time  5  and, 
if  any  thing  happened  extraordinary  that 
concerned  the  public  intereft,  he  was  al- 
ways called  upon  as  one,  upon  whofe  dif- 
cretion  in  counfel,  and  diligence  in  execu- 
tion, his  brethren  had  an  intire  depen- 
dance.  And  it  will  appear,  from  the  ac- 
count to  be  given  immediately,  that  his 
engagements  and  bufinefs  of  this  kind  mufl 
be  fuppofed  greatly  to  increafe,  when  the 
debates  concerning  the  power  of  the  church, 
and  chriftian  liberty,  were  brought  into  the 
fynod.  He  was  always  looked  upon  as  at 
the  head  of  that  party,  which  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  and  had  a  principal  (hare 
in  conducting  the  counfels  of  his  friends, 
with  refpect  to  the  public  debates :  In  the 
bufinefs  of  their  private  focieties,  he  la- 
boured with    great   diligence,    wrote   many 
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papers  himfelf  upon  the  controverted  points, 
feveral  of  which  were  published,  and  af- 
filed in  thofe  which  were  publiihed  by  his 
friends. 

But   befides  all  this,  he  made  very  great 
progrefs  in   learning  :    The   reader  will  per- 
ceive,   from  the   account    of  his    education 
already  given,    that  he  was  too  much  haf- 
tened   in    it ;    but  he    laboured    afterwards 
with  fuch   application,  that   there  were  few 
branches  of  learning,  to  which  he  could  be 
called  a  {hanger.      He  had  a  tafte  for  the 
claffics,  and   understood  them  ;  and  ufed  to 
recommend  the  ftudy  of  them  very  warm- 
ly to  young  candidates.     He  had   carefully 
read  the  heft  fyflematical   writers  in  divini- 
ty,   and   was  fkilful   in    their    controverlies. 
He  was   well  acquainted  with   church  his- 
tory j  underftood  the  modern  improvements 
in  philofophy,  and  was  not  a  ftranger  to  the 
various  hypothefes  of  the  antients.     He  was 
thoroughly  verfed  in    the  principles  of  na- 
tural religion  and  morality,    and  had  made 
the  principal  authors,  both  antient  and  mo- 
dern, upon  thefe  arguments,  perfectly  fami- 
liar to  him :  His   knowledge  in  thefe  mat- 
ters beil  appears,  from  the  fermons  he  pub- 
liihed 
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limed  upon  the  divine  attributes,  which 
have  been  fo  well  received  in  the  learned 
world,  that  it  is  unnecefTary  to  fay  any  thing 
concerning  them. 

But  above  all  things,  he  applied  himfelf 
to  the  itudy  of  the  holy  fcriptures  j  his 
thorough  acquaintance  with  which,  the 
reader  will  fee  in  the  perufal  of  his  fer- 
mons :  No  man  could  be  more  happy  in 
pertinent  quotations  from  them ;  or  in 
explaining  the  more  difficult  and  contro- 
verted paffages,  comparing  texts  together, 
and  catting  light  upon  them,  by  reafoning 
from  the  undoubted  principles  of  religion,  in 
which  he  had  a  great  dexterity. 

But  while  he  was  thus  employed  in  the 
north,  and  had  acquired  a  very  high  repu- 
tation, he  was,  in  the  year  17 17,  invited 
by  the  congregation  of  proteflant  difTenters 
at  Ujhers  Quay  in  Dublin,  to  be  their  paf- 
tor,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  reverend 
Mr.  Arbuckle,  then  their  fole  paftor.  This 
affair  gave  him  much  trouble.  He  had  con- 
tracted a  very  great  affection  for  his  people 
in  Antrim,  and  had  feen  his  labours  among 
them  fucccfsful.      He  highly  efteemed  the 
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fociety  of  minifters  in  that  neighbourhood, 
and  was  inexpreffibly  dear  to  them  :  It  was 
his  own  opinion,  that  he  was  capable  of 
ferving  the  great  purpofes  of  chriftianity, 
and  of  the  diffenting  intereft  in  Antrim^  as 
effectually  as  he  could  in  any  other  fitua- 
tion  ;  and  thought  it  extremely  hard,  that 
any  minifter  lhould  be  removed  by  mere 
dint  of  the  authority  of  a  fynod,  contrary  to 
the  judgment  of  his  own  mind.  The  affair 
was  long  depending,  and  took  feveral  turns, 
but  at  the  lad:  came  to  a  decifion  by  the  ge- 
neral fynod,  in  1718. 

At  that  time  the  congregation  in  Bel- 
fa/l,  ufually  called  the  Old  Congregation, 
wanted  a  minifter  ;  the  reverend  Mr.  John 
Macbride,  their  paftor,  was  then  in  a  de- 
clining ftate,  and  unable  to  go  through  the 
minifterial  fer vices ;  fo  that  congregation, 
while  the  affair  of  Ufiers  Quay  was  de- 
pending, invited  Mr.  Abernethy :  And  many 
imagined,  that,  if  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
Antrim,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  him 
to  fix  in  Bel/aft  than  Dublin  -}  and  fome 
thought  it  would  be  more  ferviceable  to  the 
common  intereft.  The  general  fynod,  af- 
ter 
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ter  a  long  debate  among  the  parties,  one 
for  his  going  to  Dublin,  another  for  Bel/aft* 
and  a  third  for  his  remaining  at  Antrim % 
came  to  a  determination  in  favour  of  the 
firit. 

Mr.  ABERNETHT  now  found  him- 
felf  in  a  good  deal  of  perplexity  j  he  was 
exceedingly  dear  to  the  congregation  of  An- 
trim, and  they  to  him  :  His  own  judg- 
ment was,  that  his  removal  was  like  to  be 
hurtful,  rather  than  ferviceable  to  the  public 
intereft  of  the  diffenters  :  At  the  fame  time 
a  great  regard  had  been  always  mown  to 
fynodical  decifions  ;  and  there  was  appa- 
rent danger  of  incurring  great  inconvenien- 
cies,  by  acting  in  direct  contradiction  to 
them.  The  fynod  had  appointed  his  remo- 
val to  Dublin  in  three  months  j  during  this 
time,  he  had  frequent  coniultations  with 
his  friends :  Many  urged  him  to  comply 
with  the  fynod,  and  had  frightful  appre- 
henfions  of  the  confequences  of  fuch  an 
act  of  difobedience  to  their  authority,  as  his 
continuing  at  Antrim  muft  be.  That  autho- 
rity had  been  generally  efteemed  indifpu- 
table,  and  any  thing  that  was  like  to  wea- 
ken, much  more  to  bring  it  into  contempt, 
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was  look'd  upon  with  great  jealoufy :  Others 
convinced  that  the  part  the  fynod  had  acted, 
was  an  unjuir.  ftreteh  of  power,  were  clear 
for  his  following  his  own  judgment  in  the 
difpofal  of  himfelf.  The  refult  of  his  coun- 
fels  was,  to  determine  nothing  finally  for 
the  prefent,  and  to  mew  fo  much  refpect 
to  the  fy  nodical  decifion,  as  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  the  congregation  of  Ujfbers  Quay,  and 
ftay  three  months  with  them,  that  he  might 
have  a  full  view  of  the  ftate  of  things  in 
Dublin,  and  come  to  a  conclufion  in  his 
own  mind,  upon  the  beft  and  moft  im- 
partial inquiry  he  could  make.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  refolution  he  went  to  Dublin, 
and,  after  three  months  ftay,  returned  to 
Antrim,  with  a  fixed  refolution  of  conti- 
nuing there.  As  this  was  the  mod  remark- 
able inftance,  in  which  the  power  of  the 
genera]  fynod  was  refitted,  £o  he  faw  it  ne- 
cefTary,  that  he  mould  be  thoroughly  fatis- 
fied  concerning  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
went  into  a  meafure,  to  the  generality  fo 
very  unpopular,  to  many  provoking,  and,  in 
the  account  of  fome,  directly  criminal. 
Many  of  his  reafonings  with  himfelf  upon 
this  fubject,  are  written  in  his  diary,  in 
which,    after  comparing  the  arguments  for 

and 
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and   againfr.  his  removal,    and  balancing  all 
things  that  could  be  fuggefted,  he  concludes 
thus :  u  I  have  all  the  encouragement  I  can 
"  well  ex  peel,    in  the  prefent  ftate   of  the 
<c  churches,  to  continue  where  I  am  ;    I  la- 
"  bour  among  an   affectionate   people^    and 
<{  not  without   hope  of  fuccefs :    I  am  per- 
<c  fectly  fatisfled,  God  has  bleffed  me  in  my 
<c  miniftrations  here  :  I  have  work  enough, 
"  and  that  of  the  moft  public  nature;  I  can 
"  attend  any    where  :    My  much   efteemed 
"  brethren  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  have 
"  the  interefl  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  caufe  of 
"  chriftian  liberty  at  heart,  prefs  my  continu- 
"  ance  among  them,    to   ioin  in  the  happy 
<c  work  in  which  they  are  engaged  j  and,  I 
<c  am  convinced,  that  in  this  church  parti- 
<c  cularly,  and   at  this   time,    it  both  needs 
<c  and  is   worthy  of  all   the  afMance  I  can 
"  give.     Thefe  arguments  prevail,  and  the 
il  main  force  of  the  other   (viz.   for  his  re- 
"  moval)    depends    upon    fervile  notions  of 
t£  ecdeliaftical    power,    which  are  attended 
tc  with     confufion    and    fear,    but    without 
"  light,  and   they  deftroy  a  rational   choice. 
<£  It  is  my  prefent  deliberate   and  full  per- 
"  fuafion,  that  no  fy nod  has  any  fuch  power, 
"  as  that  of  removing  a  minifter  from  place 
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"  to  place  without  his  own  confent;  and' 
u  I  believe,  I  ought  to  make  a  ftand  againfl 
"  any  fuch  claim.  But,  O  !  that  I  may 
M  carry  with  a  becoming  modefty,  and  dif- 
"  truft  of  my  own  judgment,  fuch  as  may 
"  keep  me  always  open  to  conviction, 
"  and  the  Lord  reclaim  me  when  I  go 
"  affray." 

The  mention  made  in  this  paffage  of 
the  caufe  of  chriftian  liberty,  naturally  leads 
to  fome  account  of  the  part  Mr.  Abernethy 
acted  in  the  long  continued  debates  con- 
cerning it  in  the  north,  which  produced  ef- 
fects, at  firft  not  at  all  thought  of  by  the 
contending  parties. 

He  had  very  early  in  life  dilcovered,  and 
y  been  very  fenfible  of  the  pernicious  tenden- 
cies of  a  party  fpirit  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  of  the  tyrannical  exercife  of  eccleflafli- 
cal  power,  in  what  form  or  conftitution 
foever  it  obtained :  He  had  all  along  fet 
himfelf  againfl  this  j  and  was,  when  he  had 
opportunity,  either  in  the  public  miniftra- 
tions,  or  in  private,  very  zealous  in  recom- 
mending chriftian  charity :  This  evidently 
appeared   to  be  a  favourite   fubject   of  dif- 
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courfe  with  him;  and  he  often  lamented 
it,  that,  when  the  reformed  churches  de- 
parted from  the  communion  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  they  carried  too  much  of  her 
fpirit  along  with  them.  He  laboured  to 
open  and  enlarge  the  minds  of  chriftians, 
by  mewing,  that  the  points,  in  which  the 
fincere  might  be  fuppofed  to  differ,  were 
but  of  fmali  moment,  when  compared  to 
the  weighty  matters,  in  which  all  fuch  muft 
necelTarily  be  of  one  mind. 

Sometime  before  the  attempt  was  made, 
to  remove  him  to  Dublin,  Doclor  Hoadlys 
(the  prefent  worthy  Bifhop  of  Winchefter) 
Sermon,  upon  the  kingdom  of  (Thrift,  with 
ieveral  of  the  papers,  written  in  the  contro- 
verfy,  cccafioned  by  it  j  particularly,  the 
Bimop's  defence  againft  the  reprefentation 
of  the  committee,  were  got  into  the  hands 
of  many,  and  read  with  great  attention,  and 
much  pleafure,  by  the  friends  of  liberty : 
But  by  none  of  them,  with  more  than  Mr. 
Abernethy  ;  who  ufed  to  fay,  that  upon  the 
perufal  of  thefe  books,  he  thought  he  could 
forefce  a  glorious  day  coming,  when  chrif- 
tians mould  be  joined  together,  not  in  the 
fame  opinions,  but  in  one  heart.  As  that 
controverfy,  by  degrees  opened,  the   friends 
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of  moderation  and  liberty,  had  reafon  to 
rejoice  in  the  vifibie  fuperiority  the  Bifhop 
had  over  his  antagonifcs,  in  point  of  argu- 
ment 5  and  many  were  let  a  thinking  about 
thefe  matters,  who  had  not  much  minded 
them  before.  A  fpirit  of  chriftian  liberty 
and  charity,  did  very  lemarkably  diffufe  it- 
felf.  And  upon  this  occafion,  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  miniflers,  and  others  in 
the  north,  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety, 
much  of  the  fame  nature,  and  confifting  for 
mod  part  of  the  fame  perfons,  with  that 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  preface. 
Their  defign  was,  improvement  in  ufeful 
knowledge ;  and,  in  order  to  that,  to  bring 
things  to  the  teft  of  reafon  and  fcripture, 
without  a  fervile  regard  to  any  human  au- 
thority ;  a  defign,  which  muft  be  approved 
by  all  men  of  candor,  as  a  good  one,  and 
which  could  not  but  be  very  friendly,  both 
to  the  caufe  of  truth  and  liberty.  Mr. 
Abcrnethv  went  into  this  defign  with  much 
zeal :  He  conftantly  attended  the  meetings 
of  the  fociety  (which,  as  they  were  fre- 
quently in  Bclfaft)  it  being  the  mod  cen- 
trical place,  thefe  gentlemen  came  to  be 
called  the  Bclfcift-tecizty)  and  no  man  con- 
tributed more  to  the  true  ends  of  it. 

Seve- 
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Several    minifters,    who   at   the    nrft 
were  members,  did  fome  time   after,  when 
the    debates    concerning  ecclefiaftical   power 
and    chriftian   liberty    became    very    warm, 
withdraw  themfelves  from  the  fociety  :    The 
following    (afterwards    diftinguimed    by    the 
name  of  non-fubfcribers)  continued  to  pur- 
fue    the  defign   of  it .  with   much  diligence  ; 
namely,     Dr.  James   Kirkpatrick,    and    Mr. 
Samuel  Haliday,    both  of  Belfafi ;    Mr.  Mi- 
chael Bruce  of  Hatty  wood,    Mr.  Thomas  Ne- 
vin  of  Downpatrick,  Mr.  John  Mears,  then 
of  Newtown,    Mr.  Harper,    then   of  Moyza, 
Mr.  John  Hazderfon   of  Dunane,    Mr.  Tho- 
mas Shaw  of  Ahghitt,    Mr.   William   Taylor 
of  Camcaflle,    Mr.  Jofias  Ciugflon  of  Lame, 
Mr.  Thomas  Wilfon  of  Battyclare:  Of  thefe, 
Meffieurs  Kirkpatrick,  Haliday,  Bruce,  Shawy 
Taylor  and   Harper,    are  fince   removed  by 
death.      As  they  were   Mr.  Abcrnethys   in- 
timate friends,  and  confcant  members  of  the 
Belfafl-fcciety,    it  will  not  probably  be  un- 
acceptable to  the  reader,  to  give  him  a  (hort 
account  of  their  characters. 

Dr.  KIRKPATRICK    was  a  perfon 
of  a  very  great  compais  of  knowledge  :  He 
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had  been  in  his  youth  induftrious  in  his 
ftudies ;  and,  with  a  very  quick  apprehen- 
fion,  he  had  a  memory  fo  ftrong  and  faiths 
ful,  that  he  loft  very  little  of  what  he  had 
read.  He  was  fldlful  in  the  languages  and 
claffical  learning,  which  he  fo  retained, 
that  to  the  laft,  when  upwards  of  fixty,  he 
could  fpeak  in  the  latin  tongue  with  eafe 
and  fluency,  though  his  bufinefs  in  life  did 
not  call  him  to  any  particular  care  to  pre- 
ferve  it.  He  underftood  the  philofophy, 
which  was  taught  in  the  univerfities  at  the 
time  he  attended  his  ftudies  in  them  j  and 
had  made  great  progrefs  in  divinity,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  polemic  part,  in  which  he 
was  thought  to  excel.  When  he  appeared 
in  the  world  as  a  preacher,  he  was  highly 
efteemed  ;  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  prefbyterian  conftitution,  and  all  the 
rules  of  that  difcipline,  in  which  he  was 
very  exact,  made  him  very  ufeful  to  the 
fynod.  He  all  along  retained  an  active 
temper,  and  induftrious  in  ftudy :  He  made 
himfelf  well  acquainted  with  the  late  im- 
provements in  natural  philofophy,  and  had 
a  genius  capable  of  moil  confiderable  ad- 
vances in  any  branch  of  learning  j  fo  that 
in  the  decline  of  life,  having  applied  himfelf 
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to  the  fludy  of  phyfic,  and  taken  the  de- 
gree of  do&or  (which  degree  he  took  like- 
wife  in  divinity)  he  pra&ifed  as  a  phylician, 
feveral  years  before  his  death.  He  was  a 
mofr.  zealous  advocate  for  the  juft  liberties 
of  chriflians  greatly  ufeful  to  the  Belfajl- 
fociety,  and  was  the  author  of  feveral  pa- 
pers which  they  publifhcd  in  their  contro- 
verfies  with  the  general  fynod.  He  was  of 
a  mind  conftant  and  refolved,  not  to  be 
moved  by  clamor  and  importunity,  or  un- 
juft  reproach.  He  had  a  very  great  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  and  a  good  judgment 
in  affairs.  He  had  the  interefts  of  reli- 
gion very  much  at  heart,  and  upon  all  pro- 
per occafions  difcovered  a  moft  zealous  fpi- 
rit.  He  was  a  laborious  and  conftant 
preacher  ;  but  frankly  acknowledged  to  his 
friends,  that  he  did  not  beftow  much 
thought  or  time  upon  exactnefs  of  ftile  or 
compoiition,  thinking  it  enough,  if  the  fen- 
timents  were  juft  and  plainly  expreffed, 
calculated  to  anfwer  the  great  ends  of  preach- 
ing, in  folemn  addreiTes  to  the  confeiences 
of  men.  He  was  a  perfon,  through  the 
whole  of  life,  of  ilricf:  fobriety  and  tem- 
perance. He  fpoke  and  argued  with  much 
itrength  and  judgment ;  and  was,  withal,  a 
Vol.  I.  d  man 
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man  of  a  cheerful  fpirit,  affable  and  cour- 
teous to  all,  and,  upon  proper  occasions, 
could  entertain  and  divert  his  friends  with 
much  true  humour. 

Mr.  HA  L  2" DA  T  was  a  gentleman^ 
who  had  the  advantages  of  a  very  liberal 
education,  and  of  ipending  fome  years  in  tra- 
velling through  Europe.  He  was  an  excellent 
fchoiar,  and  of  a  polite  tafte.  He  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  advancing  himfelf  an- 
other way,  but,  from  mere  principle,  chole 
to  be  a  diiTenting  minifter.  He  was  moll: 
zealous  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  a  great 
enemy  to  all  unjufl  encroachments  upon  it, 
under  whatfoever  pretence.  He  had  ftudied 
divinity  with  diligence,  but  efpecially  the 
popifh  controverlies ;  and,  as  he  thorough- 
ly underfrood  the  principles  upon  which 
the  reformation  was  founded,  fo  he  was 
very  jealous  of  all  appearances  of  biggotry, 
and  an  irnpofing  fpirit,  as  utterly  incon- 
fiftent  with  them.  His  fettlement  in  BeU 
faft\  which  was  a  little  after  the  debates  in 
•the  north  began,  met  with  conliderable  op- 
position from  fome,  who  were  zealous  for 
what  they  accounted  the  juft  authority  of 
the  church,  and  for  the  method  which  had 
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been  for  fome  years  before   purfued,  of  re- 
quiring fabfcription  to  the   Wejiminjler  con- 
fejjion  of   faith   from  intrants    into  the   mi- 
nifrry.     This  gave  occafion  to  his  writing  a 
book,  containing  his  reafons  againft  the  im- 
pofition   of   fuch    lubfcriptions,     which   has 
been   thought   by    many,    one   of  the    beft 
books    upon    that   argument.      Mr.  Halt  day 
lived   in  very  great  efteem  ;    for,  as  he  had 
much   of  the    gentleman  in   his   behaviour, 
fo  his  life  and  manners  were  worthy  of  his 
character  as   a   miniiler.     He   was  a   perfon 
of  warm  affections,  and  a  very  iincere  friend. 
A  molt  correct   preacher,     but  all   his  dif- 
courfes    were    eafy   and    plain  :     The   great 
principles  of  practical  religion  were  his  main 
topics,  and  to  ferve  the  true  ends  of  chriftia- 
nity,  his  conliant  aim. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  a  man  of  uncommon 
worth,  and  as  uncommon  modefly.  He 
had  a  clear  understanding  and  found  judg- 
ment. No  man  could  argue  with  greater 
force,  or  fet  things  in  a  ftronger,  or  more 
convincing  light  •>  fo  that  his  reafoning  was 
often  found  quite  irreliitible,  even  when  his 
hearers  had  been  ffrongly  and  long  preju- 
diced againft  the  truth.  He  was  a  principal 
d  2  manager 
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roanager  in  the  public  debates,  and  was 
much  regarded  j  for  as  he  was  an  excellent 
fpeaker,  Co  the  perfect  candor  of  his  fpirit, 
which  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct  was  fo 
apparent  as  to  raife  him  quite  above  fufpi- 
cion,  made  him  univerfally  beloved  :  Even 
the    oreatelt   adverfaries  to    his  caufe   could 

CD 

not  but  admire   him.     He  v/as  of  no  party 
farther   than  his  regard  to  truth  and  virtue 
made  him  of  it.     He  was  a  great  matter  in 
natural  religion,  and  in  the  arguments  which 
fupport  the  authority  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
to  which   he   did  great  honour  by  a  conver- 
fation  worthy  of  it.     He  was  a  perfon  quite 
above  the   fpirit  of  the  world,  and   feemed 
to  have   no  folicitude  at  all   about  his  cir- 
cumitances  in  it.  No  man  eafier  about  him- 
felf,  but  the  good  and   benevolent   affections 
fo  reigned  in  him,  that  to  do  good  to  others 
was   his  conftant   bufinefs  and  fludy.     And 
no  one    manifefted   a  greater    reverence  for 
his  creator,    and  care   to  pleafe  him  in  all 
things.      A  fixed  perfuafion   of  the  perfedt 
wifdom  and  goodneis  of  God,  and  that  all 
events  are  under  the  direction  of  his  provi- 
dence,   begot   fuch    an    habitual   calm    and 
tranquillity  in  his  mind,  that  he  was  not  to 
be  maken  even  by  moft  afflicting  occurrences. 

He 
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He  was  a  mod:  acceptable  preacher,  and 
had  a  wondrous  faculty  of  expreffing  him- 
felf,  even  upon  the  moft  difficult  and  ab- 
ftracted  fubjects,  in  a  manner  that  was  plain 
and  eafy  to  the  apprehenfion  of  his  hearers. 
And  his  way  of  thinking  was  fo  clear,  and  his 
memory  fo  ftrong,  that  tho'  he  did  not  write 
his  fermons  (which  his  friends  now  regret  as 
a  very  fenfible  lofs)  yet  he  delivered  himfelf 
in  a  correct  ftyle,  and  without  any  confufion. 
He  was  capable  of  riling  into  great  warmth, 
but  the  moft  diftant  poffible  from  the  un- 
reafonable  wildneffes  of  enthufiafm.  His 
ftrong  reafoning,  enlivened  by  the  zeal  of  his 
fpirit,  (which  never  difcovered  itfelf  but  in 
matters  truly  important)  made  deep  im- 
preffions  upon  his  hearers.  It  was  apparent 
he  felt  the  power  of  the  facred  truth  which 
he  taught  :  And  as  he  was  a  man  of  the 
greateft  fimplicity  of  fpirit  in  declaring  the 
truth,  fo  he  was  of  the  greateft  firmnefs  in 
defending  it ;  not  to  be  fway'd  by  any  au- 
thority, or  daunted  by  any  oppofition. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  a  man  of  found  judg- 
ment, and  very  coniiderable  knowledge* 
He  was  a  weighty  fpeaker,  and  could  mix 
the  argumentative  and   pathetic   very  agree- 
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ably.  A  man  of  a  bold  and  refolved  fpirit, 
end  who  could  not  give  way  to  any  human 
authority  in  religious  matters,  but  followed 
fteadily  the  conviction  of  his  own  judgment. 
He  was  a  laborious  and  fcrious  preacher. 
He  bellowed  much  pains  in  compofing  his 
fermons,  and  always  ftudied  to  do  honour 
to  his  ftation  and  character.  He  maintained 
a  great  and  firm,  mind  in  very  afflicting  cir- 
cumftances,  which  attended  an  unweildy 
body,  and  full  of  diforders,  for  many  years. 
This  confined  him  much,  and  rendered  him 
incapable  of  thofe  fervices  for  which  he 
was  in  other  refpects  very  well  qualified.  He 
was  much  efteemed  in  the  Be  If afl-(oc\ttyi 
and  very  zealous  in  their  caufe. 

Mk.  Shaw  was  a  gentleman  who  could 
not  be  known  without  being  beloved.  He 
had  an  education  fuitable  to  his  genteel  pa- 
rentage. He  had  the  greater!:  fweetnefs  and 
cheerfulnefs  of  temper,  happily  joined  with 
a  gravity  which  became  his  character,  and 
fat  eafy  upon  him.  He  was  much  and 
juftly  admired  for  prudence  and  difcretion 
in  his  conduct.  Not  haity  in  refolving, 
and  very  diligent  to  futisfy  himfelf  thoroughly 
in  the  rcafons  upon  which  he  acted.     But 
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of  a  firm  mind,  and  not  to  be  put  out  of 
his  courfe,  when  his  reafon  was  convinced. 
He  was  formed  for  friendfhip,  having  great 
generofity,  tendernefs,  purity,  and  conftancy 
of  fpirit.  He  laboured  in  his  work  as  a 
minifter  with  much  diligence  and  affectio- 
nate concern  for  his  people.  His  life  was, 
in  all  refpecls  exemplary.  He  was  the 
delight  of  his  friends,  and  could  fcarcely 
have  an  enemy. 

Mr.  Harper  was  diftinguiihed  by  great 
piety  and  tendernefs  of  affection.  He  had 
attained  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  learning 
in  the  languages  and  philofophy,  as  well  as 
divinity.  His  fermons  were  full  of  the  pa- 
thetic, which  was  natural  to  him,  and 
without  any  affectation.  He  had  a  delicacy 
in  his  temper  and  pafiions,  which  was  in 
fome  refpecls  uneafy  to  himfelf,  but  ami- 
able to  his  friends,  with  whom  he  rejoiced 
or  fuffered,  as  their  circumftances  gave  oc- 
cafion,  above  moil  men.  He  had  the  in- 
terefts  of  true  religion  greatly  at  heart,  and 
was  content  to  bear  perfonal  inconveniencies 
not  a  little  grievous  to  him,  rather  than  for- 
fake  that  party  which  he  believed  had  truth- 
and  reafon  on  their  fide. 
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I  Say  nothing  of  meflieurs  *  Kevin, 
JViIJon,     Clugfion,     Henderfon,     and     Mean, 

*  Mr.  Nevin's  death  happened  Since  this  preface  was 
written.  He  was  a  man  of  great  abilities,  and  indefa- 
tigable induftry  and  activity.  Exceedingly  zealous  for  the 
juft  liberties  of  mankind,  and  warm  in  oppofing  all  pre- 
tences to  power  in  matters  of  religion  and  confcicnce. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  between  the  Synod  and 
Nonfubfcribers,  a  particular  charge  was  brought  againft 
him,  for  fome  things  he  had  faid  in  private  conversation, 
which  were  thought  inconfiftcnt  with  fome  important 
articles  of  the  chriftian  faith.  In  the  Synod  which  met 
at  Diwgcmnon,  1724,  the  matter  was  brought  to  a  pub- 
lic trial  ;  and  ifiued,  not  in  a  decifion  upon  evidence, 
but  in  requiring  Mr.  Ncvin  to  make  a  declaration  of  his 
faith  concerning  the  fupreme  deity  of  Chrifr.  This  he- 
would  not  fubmit  to,  for  many  reafons  which  he  urged 
againft  fuch  a  method  of  proceeding,  as  holding  an  in- 
quifition  upon  him,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the  com- 
mon rights  of  mankind  :  Upon  which  he  was  excluded 
from  the  Synod.  The  Nonfubfcrih&s  protcfted  againft 
this,  and  gave  in  their  reafons,  which  are  printed  with 
Mr.  Nevin's  trial  published  by  himfelf.  His  defence, 
to  which  the  reader  is  referred,  though  made  under 
great  difad vantages,  very  much  raifed  his  character,  even 
in  the  Synod  as  well  as  without  doors,  fhewing  great 
eloquence  and  Strength  of  reafon.  He  continued,  not- 
withstanding his  excluSion,  to  maintain  his  reputation 
amongft  his  friends  at  Doicnpatrick  ;  and  when  the 
Nbnfubfcribers  were  creeled  into  a  fcparate  Prefbytry,  be- 
came a  member  with  them. 

He  was  an  eloquent  and  acceptable  preacher,  and  de- 
livered himfelf  in  the  pulpit  with  great  life.  He  had 
truly  generous  difpofitions,  and  was  ready  to  ferve  his 
friends  at  the  expence  of  any  labour  to  himfelf.  As 
this  engaged  him  in  many  affairs,  fo  he  came  to  acquire 
a  considerable  knowledge  in  civil  matters,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly Serviceable  in  the  neighbourhood  by  his  aci' 
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who  are  {till  alive.  However,  it  can  be  no 
difadvantage  to  their  characters,  that  they 
were  of  this  fociety.  As  fuch  a  fet  of  men, 
to  fay  the  leaft,  is  rarely  to  be  met  with,  fo 
no  doubt  the  methods  they  purfued  in  the 
meetings  of  their  fociety  for  mutual  im- 
provement, were  a  great  means  of  their  be- 
ing qualified  for  the  reputable  appearance 
they  made  in  the  world,  and  the  important 
fervices  to  which  they  were  called. 

Many  had  begun  very  foon  to  conceive 
a  great  jealoufy  of  this  fociety.  It  was 
whifpered  about,  that  thefe  men  aimed  at 
great  alteration,  in  the  church.  That  they 
had  given  up  fome  articles  of  religion  which 
had  been  looked  upon  as  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  that  they  were  about  to  lay  a  fide 
the  Wefiminjler  Confejjion  of  faith  (which 
had  been  always  regarded  in  the  north, 
with  great  veneration,  and  to  which  from  the 
year  1705,  in  purfuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Synod,     fubfcription  had   been    required    of 

and  interefl,  and  by  arbitrating  in  cafes  referred  to  him. 
fie  beftowed  much  time  and  pains  in  fuch  fervices,  and 
by  degrees  became  much  more  involved  in  bufinefs  than 
himfelf  or  his  friends  could  have  wifhed,  but  raifed 
himfelf  to  high  efteem  with  perfons  of  rank  and  diftincti- 
on  in  that  country, 
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intrants  into  the  miniftry)  from  being  the  tefl 
of  orthodoxy. 

It  was  a  cuftom  with  the  Be/fa/i-fockty, 
.  at  their  meetings,  to  have  a  fermon 
preached  upon  fome  article  of  natural,  or 
revealed  religion.  Mr.  Aberncthy^  at  their 
defire,  preached  one  upon  Rom.  xiv.  5.  Let 
every  man  be  fully  ferfuaded  in  his  own 
mind.  In  this  he  explained  the  rights  of 
private  judgment,  and  the  foundations  of 
chriftian  liberty,  very  much  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  his  hearers.  The  fermon  was  pub- 
lifhed,  and  has  been  efreemed  an  excellent 
performance  :  But  it  greatly  increafed  the  jea- 
loufies  which  were  then  growing  up.  Some 
favourite  points  refpecling  church  power, 
and  the  terms  of  chriftian  communion, 
were  ftruck  at  in  it,  and  a  very  great  cry 
was  raifed.  Some  papers  were  published 
againft  it,  and  the  fociety  published  defen- 
ces of  it :  But  I  do  not  mean  to  give  the 
reader  a  hiflory  of  the  debates  and  con- 
troverfies  which  followed  upon  this.  They 
were  foon  brought  into  the  general  Synod, 
and  continued  from  year  to  year,  ft'ill  in- 
creafing  till  they  ended  in  an  unhappy  rup- 
ture in  the  year  17265    the  Synod  at  Jail, 
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determining  that  thofe  minifTcrs,  who,  at 
the  time  of  this  rupture,  and-  for  fome 
years  before,  were  known  by  the  name  of 
Nonfubfcribers,  mould  be  no  longer  of  their 
body.  I  do  not  mean,  I  fay,  to  write  a 
hiftory  of  thefe  debates  (there  is  a  very  full 
one  in  the  narrative  publimed  by  the  Non- 
fubfcribers, to  which  I  refer  the  reader)  but 
only  to  give  a  fhort  account  of  the  part 
Mr.  Abernethy  acted  in  them,  and  of  his 
fentiments  concerning  them.  Yet  it  may 
not  be  improper,  for  the  fake  of  fuch  readers 
as  are  altogether  ftrangers  to  thefe  matters, 
to  fhew  what  the  avowed  principles  of  the 
Nonfubfcribers  were,  about  which  the  con- 
troverfy  was  raifed.  Thefe  principles  are 
contained  in  fome  propofitions  publimed  in 
their  Narrative,  which  may  be  abridged  in 
a  very  few  words,  viz.  Firfl,  That  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  determined  and  fixed  the  terms  of 
communion  in  his  church.  That  all  chrif- 
tians  who  comply  with  thefe,  have  a  right 
to  communion  ;  and  that  no  man,  or  fet  of 
men,  have  power  to  add  any  other  terms 
to  thofe  fettled  in  the  gofpel.  Secondly,  That 
it  is  not  neceffary,  as  an  evidence  of  found- 
nefs    in   the   faith,    that    candidates  for  the 
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miniftry  fhould  fubfcribe  the  JVcfttninflcr 
ConfefTion,  or  any  uninfpired  form  of  arti- 
cles, or  confefnon  of  faith,  as  the  term  up- 
on which  they  fhall  be  admitted.  And  that 
no  church  has  a  right  to  impofe  fuch  fub- 
fcription  upon  them.  'Thirdly,  That  to  call 
upon  men  to  make  declarations  concern- 
ing their  faith,  upon  the  penalty  of  cutting 
them  off  from  communion,  if  they  fhould 
refufe  it  j  and  this  merely  upon  fufpicions 
and  jealoufies,  while  the  perfons  required  to 
purge  themfelves  by  fuch  declarations,  can- 
not be  fairly  convicted  upon  evidence,  of 
any  error  or  herefy,  is  to  exercife  an  ex- 
orbitant and  arbitrary  power,  and  is  really 
an  inquifition.  Thefe  are  the  main  princi- 
ples of  the  Nonfubjcribers.  They  will  be 
found  explained  at  large  in  their  narrative^ 
from  fag.  185,  to  188. 

Eut  the  reader  is  not  to  imagine,  that 
all  the  minifters  of  the  fynod  denied  all 
thefe  propositions,  and  held  the  contradic- 
tory to  them :  For,  with  refpect  to  the 
firft,  tho'  it  is  the  main  foundation  upon 
which  the  Nonfubjcribers  built,  yet  it  is 
what  all  agree  in  j  no  one  pleading,  that 
there  is  any  power  in  the  church  to  make 
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new  laws  or  terms  of  communion  -,  tho'  it 
has  been  often  pleaded,  that  church  judi- 
catories have  authority  to  judge  concerning 
the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  thofe  terms  which 
our  Saviour  has  fixed.  But  the  main  de- 
bates were  concerning  the  other  propofi- 
tions  j  and  the  reader  will  readily  conjecture, 
that,  with  refpeel:  to  thefe  likewife,  all 
who  were  of  the  fubferibing  fide,  might 
not  be  of  one  mind  in  every  particular, 
efpecially  as  to  the  importance  of  them  : 
But  they  univerfally  went  into  the  demand 
of  fubfeription,  which  the  others  oppofed. 

All  who  know  any  thing  of  church- 
hiftory,  know,  that  no  debates  in  the  world 
have  been  keener  or  more  obitinate,  than 
thofe  concerning  matters  of  religion.  The 
natural  pafhons  of  the  human  heart  are  great- 
ly enflamed  by  zeal,  for  what  is  believed 
to  be  the  caufe  of  truth  and  of  God  j  and 
intemperate  heat  may  eafily  pafs  upon  the 
partial  and  lefs  difcerning,  and  be  indulged 
as  a  highly  commendable  virtue.  The  de- 
bates in  the  general  fynod,  and  in  other 
afTemblies  of  minifters  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  were  very  warm,  and  abundantly 
fruitful  of  moil  unhappy  conferences. 

Before 
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Before   the  affair  was  brought  into  the 
fynod,    Mr.   Abcrnethy^     who    was    always 
looked    upon  as  at  the    head  of  the   Non- 
fubfcriberSy    had,    by    his    uncommon    abili- 
ties, and  as  uncommon  eminency  as  a  chrif- 
tian,    acquired    a    moft    eftablimed    reputa- 
tion.     He   was,    indeed,  efteemed  by  many 
to  a  degree,  which   could  hardly  be  due  to 
any  man  :    This   gave  him  great   advantage 
in  thefe  controverfies ;    no   man   had  more, 
or  as  much  authority.     The  other  members 
of  the    Be/fa/i-fockty,    as  the    Reader    will 
form  fome   notion    of  their    abilities,    from 
what  has  been  laid  above,    fo  were  men  of 
unblameable    lives ;     and    indeed     nothing, 
without    remarkable     purity    of     manners, 
would  have  fupported  them  againft.  the  tor- 
rent of  prejudice,  which  they  had,  at  firft 
efpecially,  to  wreftle  with  j  their  fide  of  the 
queflion  was  molt  unpopular,    and  the  cla- 
mor raifed   againft    them    almoft  univerfal : 
And  the  reader  will,    without   being  parti- 
cularly informed,  readily  imagine  many  per- 
fonal    inconveniencies     which    thofe,    who 
upon   fuch  occafions  are  on  the  unpopular 
fide,  muft  fuffer. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  ABERNETHT  had  the  greateil 
fhare,  both  in  conducting  the  counfels  of  the 
Nonfubfcribers,  and  managing  their  pub- 
lic debates  j  and  he,  with  fome  others  of 
that  fociety,  acquired  extraordinary  reputa- 
tion for  found  judgment  and  eloquence.  He 
was  particularly  diftinguimed  by  an  even- 
nefs  and  conftancy  of  temper,  which  no- 
thing could  ruffle  or  difcompofe :  He  was 
always  himfelf,  and  free  from  thofe  tumults 
and  agitations  of  fpirit,  which  are  often 
feen  to  deprive  men  of  the  ufe  of  very  emi- 
nent abilities ;  let  the  fpirit  of  ftrife  and 
contention  rage  ever  fo  much  in  the  fynod, 
he  feemed  to  catch  nothing  of  the  infec- 
tion :  His  mind  always  ready  and  clear  in 
judging,  and  his  utterance  eafy  and  free : 
He  has  often  fpoken  extempore  for  a  long 
time  together,  in  the  greateft.  warmth  of 
debate,  with  fuch  pertinency,  temper  and 
fluency  of  expreffion,  as,  while  it  furprized 
the  hearers,  commanded  their  refpecl:  and 
attention.  A  great  vivacity  and  quicknefs 
of  apprehenfion,  a  perfect  prefence  of  mind, 
with  a  penetrating  judgment,  happily  qua- 
lified him  for  the  part  he  had  to  act  in 
thefe  aiTemblies,    which  was  fo   much   the 
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eafier  to  him,  that  he  had  a  clear,  flrong, 
and  agreeable  voice :  If  his  caufe  was  dii- 
liked,  the  per  foil  that  pleaded  it  with  fuch 
advantage,  could  not  but  be  admired ;  and, 
as  he  acted  from  a  thorough  perfuafion  of 
the  righteoufnefs  and  great  importance  of 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  fo  he  proceeded  in  the 
defence  of  it,  with  a  refolution  and  boldnefs 
which  became  one  who  had  nothing  but 
truth  and  right  in  his  aim. 

The  truth  is,  he  and  his  friends  of  the 
Belfajl-iocizty    found  themfelves  involved  in 
great    difficulties ;    many,    who    fet    them* 
felves   to  oppofe  them   with  violence,  were 
men  much,  and  juftly  celebrated  for  learn- 
ing and    great  piety ;    and,    without  doubt, 
acted   from  a  principle  of    zeal   for   God  : 
And,  in  affemblies  conftituted  as  the  fynod 
is,  there  will    always  be  a  confiderable  part, 
which  cannot  enter  deeply  into   the  merits 
of  fuch  a  caufe,    but   will    be    fwayed   by 
great  names,  and  follow  them  in   all   their 
meafures,    efpecially    when   religion    is   ap- 
prehended to  be  at  flake,  and  the  founda- 
tions of  it  undermined,  which  notion  great- 
ly prevailed  upon  this  occanon  amongft  the 
lefs  difcerning ;  fo  that  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered 
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dered  at,  that  the  Nonfubfcribers  were 
looked  upon  with  great  jealoufy,  and  that 
prejudices,  quite  invincible  by  reafon,  were 
laid  in  againft  all  that  they  could  fay.  The 
populace,  in  moil  places,  conceived  a  great 
diilike  to  them  and  their  miniftrations ;  and 
to  this  the  authority  of  the  fynod  (however 
ilncere  their  aims  and  intentions  might  be, 
which  I  do  not  at  all  call  in  queftion)  very 
much  contributed.  Popular  reproaches  fell 
as  heavily  upon  Mr.  Abernetby,  as  any 
man  ;  and  he  was  by  many  as  much  diiliked 
and  evil  fpoken  of,  as  he  had  been  former- 
ly celebrated  and  admired ;  but  fo  did  he 
conduct  himfelf  through  the  whole  of  this 
controverfy,  that,  neither  in  the  fynod,  nor 
out  of  it,  did  he  give  his  adverfaries  any 
advantage  againft  him,  or  the  leaft  occafion 
of  enmity.  His  character  for  difcretion, 
candor,  and  greatnefs  of  mind,  amongft  all 
that  knew  him,  and  could  judge,  he  ftill 
maintained  :  And,  for  himfelf,  it  was  enough 
to  him,  that  he  did  juftice  to  his  caufe 
and  his  own  confcience ;  the  perfonal  in- 
conveniencies  which  followed  upon  his  at- 
tachment to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  did  not 
move  him :  And  he  can  hardly  appear  to 
the  reader  in  a  more  amiable  light,  than  by 
Vol,  L  e  imagining 
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imagining  him  in  a  few  years,  from  the 
moff,  admired  character,  and  celebrated 
preacher  in  the  north,  become  the  object 
of  jealoufy  and  reproach,  forfaken  by  a 
conliderable  number,  even  of  the  people  of 
his  own  congregation,  and  all  the  while 
preferving  an  equal  temper,  without  doing 
any  thing  which  fpoke  refentment  againfl 
others,  or  difquietude  in  his  own  mind. 

And  his  brethren  of  the  Belfaft-fociety, 
or  prefbytry  of  Antrim  (for  having  been 
formerly  of  differnt  preibytries,  they  were, 
by  an  act  of  the  fynod,  fome  time  before  the 
rupture,  joined  together  in  one)  had  not 
only  great  iatisfaclion  in  him  as  a  member, 
but,  when  things  came  to  a  crifis,  and  fome 
nunifters  were  like  to  fuffer  deeply  for  be- 
ing of  this  party,  his  prefence  and  conver- 
fation  were  a  moir,  powerful  fupport  to 
their  minds  -,  he  did  not  only  preferve  an 
eafy  cheerful  fpirit  himfelf,  but  had  a  very 
peculiar  faculty  of  infuling  it  into  others  j 
and,  as  he  always  maintained  an  even  tem- 
per, fo  he  was  moil:  patient  of  labour  and 
application  ;  not  at  all  hafly  in  his  fpirit, 
or  difcouraged  from  renewing  his  attempts 
by    frequent    diiappointments  \    for,    while 
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things  were  not  quite  defperate,  he  conti- 
nued labouring  to  do  good,  and  to  heal  the 
breaches  that  were  made,  with  a  confront 
mind.  Difficulties  did  not  daunt  him,  nor 
vexatious  fcenes  of  wrathful  contention  and 
difputation  make  him  impatient.  The  ob- 
fervation  of  Solomon  was  admirably  exem- 
plified in  him  :  A  ivife  ?nan  is  Jlrong,  and 
a  ma?i  of  knowledge  increafeth  Jlrength. 

He  constantly  laboured  againfl  any 
breach,  either  of  ministerial  or  christian 
communion,  on  account  of  the  prefent  con- 
troverfies.  With  this  view,  when  jealoufy 
and  difcord  were  grown  to  a  very  great 
height,  and  a  rupture  was  threatned,  he 
wrote  a  paper  intided  j  feafonable  advice  to 
the  cont eliding  parties  in  the  north,  which 
was  publifhed  with  a  preface,  by  the  re- 
verend MeiTieurs  Weld,  Boyfe,  and  Chappin, 
of  Dublin.  The  intention  it  puifucs  from 
beginning  to  end,  is  to  prove,  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  breach  of  communion 
amongSt  the  proteStant  diilenters  in  the 
north,  on  account  of  the  late  different  fen- 
timents  and  practices  relating  to  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  the  Wejlminjler  confeffion.  This 
paper   was    anonymous ;    for  Mr.  Abcmethy 
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imagined   it   might   be  more   ufeful  that  it 
was  not  known  to  come  from   him,  ,who' 
was  not  looked   upon  by  all,    as  very  zea- 
lous,   and  the  principal  advocate  for  liber- 
ty.     The   paper   was   fometime    after    an- 
fwered  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Majlerton.     His 
anfwer    was    pretty    large.      Mr.  Abernethy 
replied  in   a  book,    to  which    he   prefixed 
his   name,    acknowledging  himfelf  the  au- 
thor of  the  feafcnable  advice.     To  this  reply 
there  was   a   poftfcript  by  the  above-named 
minifters  of  Dublin,  anfwering   what  related 
to   them.      I    mail   fay  nothing   concerning 
thefe  performances,  the  world  muft  judge  : 
With     this    the     controverfy    between    Mr. 
Abernethy    and     Mr.  Majlerton   ended ;    but 
the  ftate  of  things  grew  worfe  and  worfe  ; 
people  in  many  places  were    feparating  from 
the    Ncnfubfcribing   minifters,    and  fome    of 
thefe  minifters  were  very  much  reproached, 
as    utterly   unfound  in  their   religious    prin- 
ciples, of  which  Mr.  Abernethy  bore  a  large 
mare  ;  but  nothing  could  put  him  fo  out  of 
humour,  as  to  divert  him  from  ftudying  by 
all  means  to  prevent  a  fcandalous  breach  of 
communion. 
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Some  of  his  reflections  upon  that  me- 
lancholy ftate  of  affairs,  and  his  own  par- 
ticular concernment  in  it,  are  as  follow : 
"  O !  my  Joul  wait  on  the  Lord,  and  be  of 
u  good  courage,  and  he  fall  Jlrengthen  thine 
"  heart.  It  pleafes  God  to  exercife  me  with 
"  a  variety  of  trials ;  but,  thd  I  am  troubled 
u  almoft  on  every  fide,  I  am  ?tot  dijlrejjed> 
iC  I  am  perplexed \  but  not  in  defpalr.  When 
"  I  reflect  on  the  times  which  are  paft, 
"  the  troubles  and  temptations  which  have 
"  environed  me,  together  with  the  divine 
<£  vouchfafements  in  that  ftate,  I  am  com- 
tc  forted  j  for  in  faithfulnefs  God  has  af- 
<c  flicked  me,  and  has  never  forfaken  me. 
<£  I  have  been  made  to  rejoice  in  tribula- 
tions, for  they  have  work'd  fome  in- 
<c  creafe  of  patience,  experience  and  hope ; 
<c  therefore  let  me  account  it  all  jov,  when 
"  I  fall  into  divers  temptations  :  And  what 
tc  have  I  now  to  be  follicitous  about  ?  For, 
"  after  all,  that  which  produces  inquietude 
"  and  carelefnefs  of  mind,  attended  with 
u  confufion  and  pain,  is  an  exceffive  re- 
"  gard  to  fome  prefent  intereft  ;  for  de- 
"  bates  in  my  mind  meerly  about  duty,  if 
*J  nothing  elfe  be  mixed    with   them,    are 
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calm  and  difpaffionate ;  it  is  ftill  fomething 
felnfri  which  produces  perturbation.  I 
find  myfelf,  in  my  prefent  circumstances, 
too  deeply  concerned  for  my  reputation, 
which  many  are  inclined  fiercely  to  run 
upon,  becaufe  another  reputation,  to  which 
they  are  attached,  feems  to  be  affronted 
by  the  refiftance  now  made.  This  is  a 
worldly  intereft,  which  I  am  called  to  refign 
and  commit  to  God  without  anxiety  ;  all 
that  I  am  to  ftudy,  is,  that  I  may  be 
approved  of  God,  leaving  to  his  kind  and 
faithful  providence  all  that  concerns  me  : 
Thefe  things  I  mutt  feek  after ;  firft, 
that  the  free  exercife  and  compofure  of 
my  mind  may  be  preferved  j  for  when 
either  anger  or  fear,  worldly  forrow  or 
carnal  affection  prevail,  this  is  deftroyed, 
and  even  my  fincerity  hurt,  idly,  That 
the  more  I  am  tempted,  the  greater  ad- 
vantages I  may  obtain,  I  mean  efpecially, 
an  increafe  of  patience,  and  all  the  other 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  3^/y, 
That  my  fervices  to  the  church,  and 
the  precious  interefls  of  religion,  may 
abound  more  and  more.  My  miniftry 
is  the  main  bufinefs  of  my  life  j  and 
therefore,    to    be    more   diligent,    faith- 
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cc  ful  and  fuccesful  in  it,  is  the  point  I  ought 
<f  to  aim  at,  as  a  proper  improvement  of  all 
"  my  afflictions." 

Again,  c<  an  important  fubjecl  of  my 
"  ferious  confideration,  is,  the  difcord  a- 
"  mong  minifters,  and  people  of  our  de- 
<c  nomination,  which,  if  not  timely  reme- 
"  died,  may  have  very  difmal  eftecls.  The 
<c  peace  of  the  church  is  to  be  defired  by  alls 
u  who  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrlft,  and  by 
ct  all  lawful  means  to  be  purfued  j  but  a 
**  departure  f;om  the  gofpel  foundations  of 
"  peace,  can  never  be  justified.  To  make 
ct  profeffions  againft  the  light  of  my  own 
<c  confcience,  feems  to  me  a  mofl  heinous 
tc  impiety  j  in  the  mean  time,  there  is  not 
<£  any  thing  I  am  more  in  danger  of,  than 
<f  the  fecret  influence  of  corrupt  motives, 
<c  efpecially  an  undue  love  of  reputation, 
"  fear  of  reproach,  and  the  difefteem  of 
*c  men,  who,  I  am  fenfible,  act  from 
"  an  intemperate  and  ill  informed  zeal 
"  for  what  they  think  truth  :  This  puts 
<c  on  the  difguife  of  prudent  caution 
"  and  care  to  preferve  my  ufefulnefs 
"  in  the  miniftry ;  but  let  me  always 
'•  remember,  that  my  ufefulnefs,  and  the 
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cc  reputation  neceffary  to  it,  is  to  be  com- 
<c  mitted  to  God,  and  refigned  to  him, 
never  to  be  preferved  by  any  fmful  com- 
"  pliances  on  my  part.  Lord,  let  intcgri- 
*■  ty  and  truth  preferve  mey  for  I  wait  on 
"  thee." 

Upon  another  occafion  j  <c  The  fuffi- 
<c  ciency  of  the  fcriptures  to  the  purpofes 
*c  of  a  divine  revelation,  and  the  right  of 
"  private  judgment,  are  the  {table  princi- 
<c  pies  of  proreftantifm,  in  which  we  ought 
Cc  to  glory  :  But  it  is  ftrange,  what  pre- 
<£  judices  there  are  in  the  minds  of  many 
"  protectants  againft  them,  as  if  they  led 
11  to  licentioufnefs.  This  feems  to  proceed 
€j  from  a  wrong  idea  of  religion,  as  if  it 
"  confided  in  a  fet  of  notions,  pretended 
<c  to  be  the  determinate  fenfe  of  fcripture  ; 
"  whereas,  indeed,  it  confifts  in  forming 
<c  our  fentiments  and  practice  on  the  fole 
<{  authority  of  God,  which  can  never  be 
ic  without  liberty,  I  mean,  from  human 
"  decifi^ns  and  fanclions.  This  doctrine 
"  was  the  fubject  of  my  public  difcourfes 
tc  this  day;  and  it  is  what  I  muft  ftand 
"  by,  as  I  expect  to  be  approved  of  by  my 
il  great  mailer,    who  will  not   acquit    me, 
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"  if  I  (hall  endeavour  to  transfer  the  faith 
cc  of  his  difciples  from  his  own  word  to 
"  human  decrees.  And  mall  I  ever  dare 
<c  to  trifle  or  prevaricate  in  religious  pro- 
c<  feffions  ?  Shall  1  be  intimidated  in  doing 
"  my  duty  to  God,  and  in  maintaining  the 
"  rights  of  confcience,  by  an  expremve  re- 
"  gard  to  the  opinions  of  men  ?  The  pre- 
• c  tence  of  preferving  my  ufefulnefs  is  really 
<c  a  (ham.  Is  that  to  be  preferved  at  the 
"  expence  of  liberty  and  truth  ?  But  in  this 
<£  great  affair  I  have  my  weakneffes  to  afflict 
■ c  me.  Lord,  flrengthen  me  with  might  by  thy 
*c  Jpirit  in  the  inner  man." 

Again,  <c  It  has  pleafed  God  often  to 
<c  try  me  with  difficulties  in  the  exercife  of 
"  my  miniftry.  I  have  met  with  ill-ufage 
<{  from  many.  I  have  been,  I  think,  ill- 
"  treated  by  fome  of  my  brethren  ;  and, 
"  now,  contention  is  rifen  up  to  a  deftruc- 
"  tive  height  among  them.  What  the  effects 
<£  of  fome  late  proceedings  may  be,  I  can- 
"  not  tell.  But  fome  have  pufhed  matters 
<£  of  debate  with  fuch  vehemence,  as  is  like 
<c  to  render  fome  minifters  exceedingly  ob- 
f<  noxious  to  the  cenfures  of  an  unthinking 
tc  multitude,  and  thereby  to  mar  their  ufe- 
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fulnefs.  I  pray  God  this  may  not  be 
laid  to  the  charge  of  any.  For  myfelf, 
I  defire,  firft  of  all,  to  examine  my  own 
conduct.  And,  I  thank  God,  I  rejoice 
in  the  tcftimony  of  an  unreproaching 
heart.  Nor  could  I  have  acted  otherwife 
without  a  gain  faying,  at  leaft  a  doubt- 
ing mind.  And  let  it  never  enter  into 
my  heart  to  practife  the  arts  of  diffimu- 
lation,  and  make  fuch  bafe  compliances 
as  even  feem  to  be  inconfiflent  with  the 
prerogative  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  king  of 
his  church,  or  the  facred  rights  of  his 
fubjects.  My  reputation  I  will  commit 
cheerfully  to  God,  without  endeavouring 
to  preferve  it  by  any  finful  methods.  In 
thefe  and  all  other  trying  circumfrances, 
by  returning  and  reft  I  flmll  be  failed,  in 
quiet nefs  a?id  confidence  jhall  be  my  Jlrength" 


As  matters  went  on  towards  an  open 
rupture  amongfr.  the  minifters,  fo  the  cla- 
mors and  diffractions  among  the  people 
grew  more  and  more  ofrenfive.  New  con- 
gregations were  erected  in  feveral  places,  of 
fuch  as  fcrupled  attending  upon  the  minif- 
trations  of  Nonfubfcribcrs.  And  minifters 
of  that  denomination  found  every  where  great 
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difficulties  arifing  from  the  jealoufies  fpread 
among  their  people.  The  reputation  which 
Mr.  Abcrncthy  had  acquired,  and  which 
was  eftabliilied  by  a  long  courfe  of  a  molt 
exemplary  life,  was  no  fecurity  to  him  from 
thefe.  Some  of  his  people  forfook  his 
miniftry,  and  went  to  other  congregations. 
And  in  fome  time  the  number  of  the  fcru- 
pulous  and  diffatisfied  fo  increafed,  that  they 
were  by  the  minifters  of  the  Synod  erected 
into  a  diftincl:  congregation,  and  called  a 
minifter. 

Mr.  Abemethy,  In  the  whole  courfe  of 
this  affair  carried  it  with  the  greatefl:  mo- 
defly.  He  had  been  long  held  in  the  high- 
cft  efteem  by  many  who  now  forfook  him ; 
and  it  was  not  a  fmall  trial  of  his  virtue  to 
bear  every  thing  he  met  with  patiently, 
and  with  the  ufual  compofure  of  his  fpirit. 
Many  are  the  grave  and  ferious  reflections 
he  makes  upon  this  turn  of  affairs  in  his 
diary.  But  there  are  fome  tender  points 
which  forbid  the  publishing  of  them. 

There  happened  about  this  time,  a 
vacancy  in  the  congregation  of  Wood-Jlrect> 
by   the  death  of  one  of  their  pallors,    the 
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late  reverend  Mr.  Boyle  j  and  the  people 
gave  Mr.  Abernethy  an  invitation  to  fucceed 
him.  Many  circumftances  concurred  to  in- 
cline him  to  accept  of  that  invitation,  and 
it  was  the  opinion  of  moft  of  his  friends, 
that  his  removal  to  Dublin  would  be  of  real 
fbrvice  to  the  diifenting  intereft.  But  he 
found  difficulty  in  the  profecution  of  this  de- 
fign,  arifing  principally  from  the  ftate  of 
his  congregation  at  Antrim.  The  far  greater 
part  of  the  old  congregation  had  adhered  firmly 
to  him,  and  retained  as  high  an  efleem  of 
him  as  ever :  And  if  he  mould  leave  them 
tinfettled  in  that  time  of  diffraction,  he 
imagined  the  confequences  might  be  very 
bad.  He  refolved  therefore  to  accept  of  the 
invitation  from  Wood-Jlreet,  only  upon  con- 
dition, his  people  of  Antrim  mould  be  f&» 
tisfied,  and  actually  provided  with  a  fuo 
cefTor.  This  he  publickly  declared  as  a 
proper  expreffion  of  his  regard  for  them. 
In  fome  time  they  came  into  the  choice  of  a 
minifter  to  fucceed  him,  upon  which  he  de- 
clared his  acceptance  of  the  call  from  Wood- 
Jlreet,  and  immediately  removed  thither. 

The    concern  of   mind  with   which   he 
entered  upon  with  this  charge,  and  his  fo- 

licitude 


The    PREFACE,  kxvii 

licitude  that  he  might  perform  the  fervice 
of  it  in  a  reputable  and  fuccefsful  manner, 
are  expreffed  in  his  diary  in  very  ftrong 
terms  ;  which  fhews  how  naturally  great 
modefty  and  great  worth  dwell  together. 
Such  modeft  expreffions,  and  which  fpeak 
felf- diffidence,  uttered  in  converfation,  oftea 
pafs  unheeded,  as  having  very  little  mean- 
ing in  them,  and  which  are  fomctimes  ufed 
by  the  moll  petulant  and  affuming.  But  to 
meet  with  fuch  expreffions  where  a  man  is 
communing  only  with  his  own  heart,  can- 
not but  greatly  engage  the  readers  affection. 
Some  little  time  after  his  fettlement  in  Dub-* 
/in,  he  married  mifs  Boid,  daughter  of  Mr. 
'John  Boid  of  Ratbmore  near  Antrim  (a  gentle- 
man of  character  and  fortune)  with  whom  he 
lived  in  all  the  tendernefs  of  conjugal  affection 
to  his  Death. 

It  appears  from  the  account  given  of 
%the  foregoing  part  of  his  life,  that  Mr. 
Abernethy  was  a  perfon  of  great  induftry 
and  diligence  in  the  proper  labours  of  his 
ftation,  and  very  careful  in  improving  his 
time  to  the  beft  purpofes.  When  he  came 
to  Dublin,  tho'  he  was  there  in  that  ftage 
of  life  in  which  many  think  they  may  be 
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excufed  from  laborious  application  to  fludy, 
yet  he  gave  himfelf  to  reading,  meditation, 
and  the  compofing  of  fermons,  with  as 
great  induftry  as  ever.  He  wrote  all  his 
fermons  at  full  length,  all  legible,  and  it 
appears  that  he  compofed  one  almoil  every 
week. 

In  the  year  1733,  the  dhTenters,  upon 
the  encouragement  they  had  got  from  fome 
perfons  of  diflinction  on  the  other  fide  the 
water,  and  ftrong  afTurances,  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  members  of  parliament 
in  this  kingdom  would  be  upon  their  fide? 
propofed  to  move  the  houfe  of  commons 
for  a  bill  to  repeal  the  facramental  teft  act. 
When  this  project  was  firft  formed, '  Mr. 
Abemethy  wrote  a  paper  to  fhew  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  and  injuflice  of  all  fuch,  laws, 
as  upon  account  of  mere  differences  in  reli- 
gious opinions  and  ufages  incapacitate  fub- 
jects,  in  other  refpects  perfectly  qualified  for 
it,  to  ferve  their  country  in  places  of  power 
or  truft;  and  cut  them  off  from  privileges 
and  advantages  to  which,  as  free  born  fub- 
jects,  they  have  a  natural  and  juft  title  j  and 
particularly,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Ireland,    the   continuing  to  reftrain  proteft- 
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ants  by  fuch  legal  incapacities,  is  a  great 
error  in  politics,  and  cannot  but  weaken  the 
proteftant  intereit,"  and,  in  confequence  of 
that,  be  a  real  lofs  and  dif-fervice  to  the 
government.  This  paper  was  written  with 
much  fpirit  and  ftrength  of  argument.  But 
arguments  are  feeble  things  when  fet  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  views  and  interefts  of  parties. 
The  delign  mifcarried. 

Mr.  Abernethy  continued  his  labours  in 
Wood-fire et  for  ten  years,  with  much  repu- 
tation, and  found  himfelf  very  happy  in  the 
fociety  of  his  friends,  who  held  him  in  the 
higheft.  efleem.  He  did  not  indeed  go 
much  into  mixed  company  when  the  bufi-. 
nefs  of  his  ftation  did  not  Call  him  to  it ; 
and  often  faid,  as  converfation  was  gene- 
rally conducted,  lie  had  little  fatisfaction. 
in  it.  He  therefore  ftaid  much  at  home, 
and  applied  himfelf  to  fludy.  This  was 
not  owing  to  any  thing  four  or  unfociable 
in  his  temper,  for  he  had  a  tafte'  for  con- 
verfation, and  was  of  a  moft  cheerful,  as 
well  as  affectionate  fpirit ;  but  to  a  per- 
fualion  that  much  of  the  time  fpent  in 
company  was  loft,  at  leaft,  might  be  much 
better  employ'd.  And  that  when  a  habit 
of    palling  time   in   a  trifling   manner   was 
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contracted,  it  mull:  have  bad  effects  upori 
the  mind,  unbending  it  too  much,  and  be- 
getting an  indolence  by  which  men  were 
rendered  averfe  to  application,  and  in  fome 
meafure  incapable  of  it.  He  thought  that, 
of  all  men,  minifters  had  molt  reafon  to 
guard  againfl  this,  as  it  was  more  parti- 
cularly their  duty  to  preferve  the  mind  al- 
ways in  an  aptitude  for  the  beft  exercifes, 
and  avoid  every  thing  which  had  a  tendency 
to  diffipate  the  vigor  of  it.  Obferving  like- 
wife,  that  where  the  tafte  of  the  company 
was  fuch,  that  they,  could  not  manage  con- 
verfation  fo  as  to  render  it  worthy  of  men 
of  fenfe,  and  good  affections,  that  dignity  of 
character  which  they  ought  always  carefully 
to  maintain,  mufr.  fuffer  by  it. 

To  this  it  may  be  added,  that,  as  in 
the  prefent  age  modeff.  merit  is  not  very  apt 
to  be  much  fought  after  by  the  greats  fo  no 
man  ever  lefs  affected  to  put  himfelf  in  the 
way  of  fuch  than  Mr.  Abemethy\  tho'  few 
better  qualified  for  their  acquaintance,  or 
more  efteemed  by  thofe  to  whom  he  was 
known.  He  accounted  it  a  great  error,  and 
which  fpoke  a  little  mind,  to  court  them 
with  fuch  humble  application  as  fome  arc 
feen  to   do.     His  conftant  aim  was   to  da 
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good  and  adorn  his  own  flation,  and  it  was 
no  pain  to  him  to  be  in  the  greater!:  ob- 
fcurity  which  was  confiftent  with  this. 
Had  he  ever  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  con- 
dueled  by  other  views,  he  might  have  very  rea- 
fonably  hoped  to  have  appeared  in  that  light, 
which  in  the  fenfe  of  many,  is  the  great 
thing  to  be  contended  for.  But  as  he  chofe 
the  ftation  of  a  dhTenting  minifter,  of  which 
he  never '  repented  -,  to  he  was  perfectly  fa- 
tisfied  with  thofe  circumftances  which  ufu- 
ally  attend  it,  which  indeed  place  men  quite 
out  of  fight,  where  wealth  and  fpkndor  are 
the  principal  objects  of  attention. 

It  may  perhaps  much  more  amaze  the 
reader,  that  he  fo  long  delayed  making  him- 
felf known  to  the  learned  world  ;  in  which 
it  is  apparent,  from  what  is  already  publish- 
ed, he  might  have  appeared  with  the  great- 
eft  reputation.  It  was  very  late  in  life,  be- 
fore he  appeared  in  it  at  all  j  otherwife,  than 
by  a  few  occafional  fermons,  and  the  papers 
he  publifhed  in  the  controverfies  in  the 
north.  This  (hews  that  name  and  character 
were  not  the  things  for  which  he  laboured 
And  as  modefty  generally  waits  upon  true 
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greatnefs  of  mind,  (o  an  inftance  is  rarely  to 
be  met  with,  in  which  both  were  more  con- 
fpicuous,  than  in  this  excellent  man. 

But    while  his   friends,     from   the  great 
ftrength    of  his   conftitution,    and  the  vigor 
of  his   fpirit,    with  the   perfect  temperance 
in  which  he  lived,  promifed  themfelves  they 
fhould  enjoy  him  many  years ;   thefe  pleafing 
profpects   were  unexpectedly  cut  off.      He 
had  for  a  good  many  years,    from  time  to 
time,  been   attacked  by  the  gout;  furTering 
much  pain  in   the  extremities,    but  not  af- 
fected  in  the  vital  parts.     But,  in  December 
1740,  that  diforder,  all  of  a  fudden,  feized 
his  head,    and  quickly  produced   the  ufual 
melancholy   fymptoms.     As  foon  as  he   be- 
came fenfible  what  his  cafe  was,  he  needed 
no  monitor,  for  he  immediately  concluded 
the  diforder  would  prove  mortal,  and  feemed 
to  take  no  notice  of  any  thing  faid  to  the 
contrary  by  way  of  encouragement.     After 
the  view  which  has  been  given  of  his  life 
and  fpirit,  it  will  be  eafy  to  conjecture  the 
manner   and    temper   with   which   he   met 
death.     It  was  with  great  firmnefs  and  com- 
pofure  of  mind,  a  chearful   acquiefcence  in 
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the  will,  and  a  fixed  truft  in  the  power  and 
goodnefs  of  that  Being  who  governs  all.  He 
died  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age. 

I  have  already  given  an  account  of  fome 
papers  he  published,  as  the  courfe  of  thefe 
fhort  memoirs  of  his  life  made  it  necefTary. 
I  fhall  now  mention  the  reft.  The  firft  he 
publifhed,  was  a  fermon  on  occafion  of  the 
accefiion  of  King  George  the  firft,  on  PfaL 
xx.  6.  When  he  was  moderator  of  the  ge- 
neral fynod,  he  preached  a  fermon  (according 
to  the  ufual  rule,  before  them)  on  Dan.  xii. 
4.  which  was  published.  He  printed  like- 
wife  a  fermon  preached  on  a  faft-day,  ap- 
pointed by  the  general  fynod,  on  account  of 
the  animofities  then  in  the  north.  The 
text  was,  1  Cor.  hi.  3.  After  he  came  to 
Dublin,  he  preached  a  fet  of  fermons  upon 
the  divine  attributes  j  and  in  his  own  life 
published  an  octavo  volume  of  them,  all 
which  were  upon  the  exiftence  and  natural 
perfections  of  the  Deity.  After  his  death, 
the  fecond  volume  was  publimed  by  his 
friends,  upon  the  moral  attributes.  Thefe 
fermons  were  printed  in  Dublin,  and  re- 
printed in  London.     I  have  only  to  add  that 
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he  has  left  behind  him  feveral  volumes  oF 
mifcellany  fermons  in  manufcript,  generally 
very  p radical.  By  the  fpecimen  prefented 
to  the  reader  in  the  two  volumes  now  print- 
ed, which  are  the  plained  and  moil:  practical, 
he  will  judge  that  they  are  worthy  of  being 
communicated  to  the  world  j  though  they 
cannot  appear  in  it  with  that  advantage  they 
mull  have  done,  had  he  himfelf  reviewed 
and  corrected  them.  It  is  from  the  firfl 
draught,  they  are  published. 

I  shall  conclude  this  account  of  his  life 
with  a  few  particulars  which  have  not  been 
yet  taken  notice  of,  or  only  curforily  men- 
tioned, and  which  contribute  to  give  a  juft 
idea  of  him. 

He  was  very  remarkable  for  true  and 
fpriglnly  wit,  which  was  always  correct:  and 
the  molt  diftant  poflible  from  levity;  this 
rendered  his  converfation  as  agreeable  and 
entertaining,  as  it  was  improving  and  ufeful; 
no  perfon  of  any  tafle  could  grow  weary  of 
his  company.  He  had  naturally  a  negligent 
air,  and  the  appearances  of  inattention.  As 
there  was  nothing  at  all  affected  in  thefe, 
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they  were  not  dlfagreeable  to  fach  as  knew 
him;  but  ftrangers  were  often  furprized  to 
hear  him  reafon  juftly,  and  fpeak  with  ex- 
aclnefs,  when  he  appeared  to  them  very  little 
to  mind  what  he  was  engaged  in. 

Of  his  eminent  piety  much  has  been  al- 
ready faid,  but  it  deferves  a  particular  re- 
mark, that  piety  appeared  in  him  in  the 
moft  amiable  manner,  and  like  itil-lf,  manly 
and  rational  ;  there  was  nothing  gloomy, 
nothing  ftiff  or  unnatural  in  his  religion. 
And  he  was  extremely  happy  in  a  free,  eafy 
and  cheerful  manner,  in  conjunction  with 
the  greateft  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  and  the 
warmeft  zeal  for  God.  In  his  temper  and 
behaviour,  men  faw  that  religion,  as  it  was 
intended  to  be,  fo  is  in  reality,  the  perfec- 
tion of  nature  ;  no  other  than  the  proper 
exercife  and  improvement  of  our  faculties, 
and  the  bell:  means  of  attaining  to  the  true 
enjoyment  of  life. 

The  whole  of  his  conduct  was  guarded 
by  the  greateil:  prudence.  The  moft  im- 
portant fecrets  might  with  perfect  fafety  be 
committed  to  him.     And  he  had  the  greateft 
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tendernefs  for   the   characters   of   mankind. 
He    never    fpoke    to   a  man's    difadvantage, 
when  it  was  not  necefiary   to   anfvver    fome 
good    end  ;    and    was    utterly    abhorrent   of 
fpeaking  evil  to  gratify  a  malicious  or  envious 
fpirit,  or  from  poverty  of  invention  and  want 
of  what  to  fay   in  company.      Indeed,    his 
whole  behaviour  was  ordered  with   great  dif- 
cretion.     He    was  carefully    attentive   to  all 
the   decencies   of  life.      The   purity  of  his 
manners  was  unblemifhed.     He  was  exactly  ■ 
temperate,  rather,    indeed,  to  a  fault,  abfte- 
mious ;    and  kerned  to  take  pleafure  in  the 
greateft  feverities  of  virtue. 

His    paffions   were  naturally  flrong,    but 
they   were  under  fuch  correction,    that  his 
temper  was  ufually  fpoken  of  as  quite  immo- 
veable.    Incidents,    which  would  have  been 
mocking  to  other  men,   were  met  by  him 
without   any   apparent    Emotion.      And   in 
fome  circumftances  of  life,  which  were  ex- 
tremely afflicting,    he    not    only   carried   it 
with  decency,  but  fhewed  fuch  a  tranquillity 
of  fpirit  and  conftancy,  as  amazed  his  friends? 
AU  who   were  acquainted  with  the  delicacy 
of  his  temper,    knew,   that  this  was  not  in 
the  leaft  owing  to  inlenfibility ;  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  mufl  have  high  ideas  of  him,  as  having 
by  religion  and  virtuous  difcipline,  got  above 
the  common  weakneiTes  of  human  nature. 
There  was,  indeed,  no  part  of  his  character 
more  to  be  admired  than  this. 

His  mind  was  formed  for  friendship. 
He  entered  into  the  true  fpirit  of  it,  and  had 
a  great  relifh  for  thofe  ftrict  intimacies  in 
which  only  the  higheft  joys  of  it  can  be 
tailed.  But  it  will  be  readily  concluded 
from  his  character,  that  it  mull:  be  with 
very  few  that  he  could  enter  into  fuch  in- 
timacies. When  he  did,  the  generofity  of 
his  fpirit,  the  tendernefs  of  his  affection, 
and  faithful  conftancy,  mult  render  that 
relation  very  happy  to  his  friend.  His 
diary  mews,  that  he  had  fome  fuch  friend- 
fhips,  and  he  frequently  mentions  them  with 
a  fpirit  which  became  that  facred  relation. 

But  he  was  a  hearty  friend,  in  the  ge- 
neral acceptation  of  that  term,  to  all  men  of 
worth,  and  ready  to  do  good  to  all  as  he 
had  opportunity.  He  was  indeed  fparing 
in  profeffions,  but  never  failed  in  important 
acts  of  kindnefs.  And  where  he  thought 
refpect  was  due,  he  Came  fhort  of  no  one 
in  paying  it.     But  had  a  juft  fenfe  how  un- 
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worthy  it  was  of  him  to  put  on  appearances 
of  refpect  to  the  worthlefs ;  and  a  mew  of 
honour  and  regard,  where  difregard  only 
and  neglect  were  to  be  juftly  expected. 
From  this  mean  vice  no  man  was  ever  more 
free.  He  knew  what  was  due  to  others,  and 
what  he  owed  to  himfelf ;  and  was  pecu- 
liarly happy  in  maintaining  the  dignity  of 
his  own  character,  confidently  with  modefty 
and  the  greateft  meeknefs  of  fpirit. 

He  took  much  pleafure  in  directing  and 
amfting  young  candidates  in  their  ftudies  ; 
and  was  always  ready  to  enter  into  conver- 
sion with  them  upon  any  points,  with  the 
difficulty  of  which  their  minds  were  prefled 
and  entangled.  But  made  it  his  care  prin- 
cipally to  amft  their  reafonings,  and  in  form- 
ing their  judgments  of  things  by  argument, 
and  according  to  evidence ;  endeavouring 
to  encourage  liberty  of  thinking,  and  to  take 
them  oft  from  all  undue  regard  to  autho- 
rity, as  he  was  himfelf  the  moll:  diftant 
poffible  from  claiming  any,  or  thinking  the 
worfe  even  of  the  youngeft  learner  for  dif- 
fering from  him  in  difputable  points. 

His 
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His  faithfulnefs  to  his  friends  {hewed  it- 
fclf  remarkably  in  one  thing,  which  is 
amongfr.  the  very  tendered  offices,  and  re- 
quires the  difcreetefl:  hand,  that  is,  animad- 
verting freely  upon  their  culpable  weak- 
neffes.  This  he  never  failed  of  doing  when 
there  was  the  leaffc  profpect  of  advantage 
from  it.  And  tho'  he  could  act  this  part 
with  feverity  enough  when  that  was  necef- 
fary,  yet  it  was  fo  tempered  with  good- will, 
and  an  apparent  intention  to  ferve  the  bed:  pur- 
pofes,  that  no  one,  not  quite  loft  to  ingenuous 
fentiments,  could  be  difpleafed  with  him. 
And  he  thoroughly  underftood  how  to  ad- 
drefs  himfclf  to  men  in  the  mofr,  effectual 
manner,  and  could  touch  the  affections  and 
fprings  of  action,  with  great  dexterity,  fuit- 
ing  his  application  to  the  various  tempers  of 
men,  which  no  one  could  more  readily  find 
out. 

His  firft  appearances,  as  a  preacher,  pro- 
mifed  very  considerable  things,  but  he 
quickly  exceeded  all  the  expectations  of  his 
friends.  Through  the  whole  time  of  his 
miniftry  in  the  north,  he  preached  without 
the  ufe  of  his  notes  in  the  pulpit ;  yet  was 
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feldom  or  ever  at  a  lofs.  A  clear,  compofed, 
and  aflured  mind,  with  a  choice  and  fluency 
of  words  which  never  failed  him,  and  a 
flrong  and  faithful  memory  made  the  deli- 
very of  his  fermons  eafy  to  him  ;  as  a  great 
compafs  of  invention  and  readinefs  of 
thought,  made  the  compolition  of  them. 
For  fome  years  he  delivered  his  fermons 
with  a  very  great  pathos,  which  tended  to 
ftrike  the  imaginations  and  paflions  of  his 
hearers.  But  he  departed  very  much  from 
this  in  his  riper  age,  avoiding  every  thing 
which  look'd  like  enthufiafm,  and  addreffed 
himfelf  more  directly  to  the  confciences  of 
men,  and  the  higher  principles  of  action,  in 
a  flile  flrong  and  nervous,  rather  than  pathe- 
tic. After  he  came  to  Dublin,  he  conflantly 
ufed  his  notes  in  the  pulpit,  not  from  any 
neceflity  he  was  then  under,  which  did  not 
oblige  him  to  it  before,  but  from  a  perfua- 
iion  it  was  the  bell  way,  as  upon  other  ac- 
counts, fo  particularly  on  this,  that  not  uiing 
notes  in  the  delivery,  may  prove  to  fome  a 
temptation   to  negligence  in  the  compofing 

of  their  fermons.     How  exact  his  own  were, 
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lowing. 
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But    many    thought   he   did   not    excel 
more  in   any  thing  than  in  prayer.     In  this 
he  had  a  fluency  of  thought  and  expreffion, 
which  feemed   inexhauftible.     And  the  dif- 
cerning  hearer  might  eafily  perceive  great  fer- 
vor   of   fpirit,    with   an   exact  propriety    of 
words,  and  very  exalted  flrains  of  devotion, 
without  any  thing  of  the  falfe  fublime,  but 
perfectly  fuitable   to  the  gravity  of  a  folemn 
addrefs  to  God.     It  appears  from  his  diary, 
that  he   was  at  much  pains  to  qualify  him- 
felf  for  performing  this  part  of  the  public 
fervice  after  a  right  manner.      His   prayers 
upon  fome  particular   occafions  were   com- 
pofed   with   great  care,    and  committed   to 
memory.     And  as  he  look'd  upon  the  fcrip- 
tural  ftyle  to  be  the   moil   becoming  in  our 
addrefies  to  God  ;    fo  he  made  much  ufe  of 
fcriptural  phrafes,  and  was  very  happy  in  the 
choice  of  thofe  which  were  bed:  adapted  to 
the  matter  of  his  petitions,  or  adoration  and 
praife. 

* 

Thus,  I  have  given  the  reader  the  out- 
lines  of  his  character  y  which  he  will  per- 
ceive was  very  uncommon.  1  flail  no  lo?iger 
detain  him  from  the  perufal  of  the  following 
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difcourfes,  which  I  am  perfuaded  will  raife 
fuch  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Abernethy  in  the  dif- 
cerning  and  judicious ,  as  will  convince  them, 
that  this  ejfay,  intended  as  a  piece  of  juft  re- 
fpeSl  to  his  memory,  is  far  from  flattering  it ; 
a  thing  to  which  indeed  there  could  be  no  temp- 
tation, when  it  is  real  perplexity  how  to  give 
the  reader  a  juft  notion  of  his  true  worth ; 
which  the  author  can  honejlly  declare  is  the 
cafe;  and  is  fully  perfuaded  that  fuch  as 
were  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  have  a 
far  higher  Idea  of  his  character^  than  this 
reprefentation  of  it  can  pojibly  raije  in  others. 
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Matth.  xvi.  24. 

'Then  [aid  Jefus  unto  his  difciples,    if  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf 


1 


"AHESE  words  certainly  contain  what  Serm. 
is  of  the  greater!:  importance  to  all       I. 
Chriftians,    for  it  is  an  eflential  part 


of  the  chriftian  character.    Whatever  is  parti- 
cularly meant  by  a  man's  denying  himfelf,  our 
Saviour  exprefsly  declares  it,  has  a  ftricl:  con- 
nexion with  being  his  true  difciple ;  the  uni- 
verfality  of  the  demand,  and  the  indifpenfa- 
ble  neceflity  of  complying  with  it,  could  not 
be  more  ftrongly  exprefs'd  in  words,    //'  any 
many    any  one  of  mankind  however  diftin- 
guifhed,  Jew  or  Gentile,  of  whatever  fort  or 
condition  he  be,   will  become  a  follower  of 
mine,   he  muft  deny  himfelf;    on  no  other 
terms  will  I  acknowledge  him  for  my  fincere 
and  approved  difciple.    Let  us  therefore  apply 
our  minds  to  the  ferious  confideration  of  that 
Vol..  I  B  felf 
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Ser  u.felf -denial  which  the  religion  of  Chrift  enjoins ; 
!•       and  to  aflift  you  in  it,  I  will  endeavour  in  this 
difcourfe,  firft,  to  explain,    and  fecondly,    to 
vindicate  it  from  any  juft  imputation  of  feve- 
rity,  and  fhew  the  reafonablenefs  of  it. 

Firftt  the  word  denying,  in  its  primary  fig- 
nification,  means  either  an  act  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  refufing  its  aflent  to  a  proportion 
laid  before  it  j  or  an  act  of  the  will  refufing  its 
confent  to  an  application,  requeft,  or  defire 
which  is  prefented  to  it.  From  this  laft  is  bor- 
rowed the  figurative  expreflion  of  denying  ones 
felf.  As  there  are  various  tendencies  in  our 
nature,  various  appetites,  affections,  and  paf- 
fions,  prompting  us  to  different  actions;  when 
the  mind  deliberating  upon  them,  comes  to  a 
determination  of  choofing  fome,  and  rejecting 
others  directly  oppofite,  thofe,  which  are  fo 
rejected,  are  faid  to  be  denied.  And  becaufe 
the  motions,  however  contrary,  are  all  from 
within ;  for  though  the  occafion,  or  the  object, 
may  be  foreign,  yet  the  propenfity  or  the  af- 
fection, we  know  is  our  own  ;  therefore  the 
thwarting  and  controuling  fuch  motions,  is 
call'd  a  denial  of  ourfelves.  For  example, 
when  the  lower  appetites  and  inclinations, 
which  the  apoftle  James  calls  lujiy  compre- 
hending them  all  under  one  denomination, 

when 
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when  this,  I  fay,  comes  in  competition  with  S  e  r  m,' 
confcience,  and  the  virtuous  affections ;  the 
one,  or  the  other,  muft  be  denied ;  and  they 
are  are  both  comprehended  in  ourfelves :  but 
it  is  the  former  our  religion  requires  us  to  deny. 
To  fpeak  in  the  ftile  of  the  facred  writer  juft 
now  referred  to,  when  the  conceptions  of  luft 
are  entertained  and  carry  the  determination  of 
the  mind,  then  fin  is  brought  forth,  when 
confcience  prevails,  and  the  practical  decifion 
is  on  its  fide,  then  an  act  of  chriftian  felf- 
denial  is  perfected. 

This  notion  of  a  diverfity  of  practical  prin- 
ciples, orfprings  of  action  in  the  human  heart, 
is  familiar  in  the  fcriptures  and  other  moral 
writings ;  nor  without  it  can  we  understand  the 
practice  of  virtue  in  our  prefent  irate,  which 
is  a  ftate  of  trial  and  difcipline.  We  meet  in 
the  ancient  moralifts,  frequently,  with  a  di- 
ftinction  between  the  rational  and  irrational, 
the  merely  fenfitive  and  the  intelligent,  the  in- 
ferior and  the  fuperior  part  of  men.  There 
are  fome  parts  of  our  conftitution  common  to 
us  with  the  brutal  kinds  ;  for  the  animal  na- 
ture to  anfwer  the  ends  of  its  being,  and  it's 
prefervation,  is  mov'd  by  inftincts  to  purfue  its 
proper  objects ;  but  we  are  capable  of  reflection, 
which  the  brutes  are  not  -,  of  confidering  the 
ends  of  thofe  inftincts,  and  thereby  judging  of 

B  2  the 


4  Of  Self-Denial. 

S  e  R  m.  the  meafures  and  limits  within  which  their  di- 
rection (hall  be  followed  ;  and  we  are  indued 
with  higher  faculties  and  affections,  to  which 
the  other  are  fubordinated  ;  and  with  liberty  to 
puriue  the  nobler  ends  of  our  rational  and  mo- 
ral powers.  Hence  arifes  the  ftruggle  between 
the  motions  and  tendencies  of  thefe  different 
principles,  which  every  man  may  find  in  his 
own  experience,  as  the  apoftle  expreffes  it, 
the  fpirit  lujieth  agalnji  the  fijlj,  and  the  fefi 
lufleth  againjl  the  fpirit ,  and  thefe  two  are  con- 
trary, the  one  to  the  other  ;  a  virtuous  difpofi- 
tion  con  fills  in  the  prevalence  of  the  fpirit  or 
confcience,  and  a  vicious  temper  in  the  pre- 
dominancy of  the  lower  appetites. 

But,  I  know  no  author  who  carries  this 
diftinction  farther,  and  flates  it  more  clearly, 
than  the  apoftle  Paul  in  the  7th  chapter  of 
his  epiftle  to  the  Romans.  He  gives  a  very 
lively  defcription,  as  in  his  own  peribn,  of  two 
oppofite  interefts  or  principles  in  one  man :  one 
called  fin  that  dwells  in  him,  the  body  of  fin  and 
death,  comprehending  the  whole  complex  of 
inward  temptations,  which  take  their  rife  from 
the  body,  fo  intimately  near,  that  a  man  finds 
them  often  working  in  his  heart,  to  entice  and 
draw  him  away  :  the  other  call'd  I,  more  pro- 
perly the  man,  the  rational  felf-judging  agent, 
that  has  the  abfolute  fupremacy  by  the  order 
of  nature,    the  right  of  retraining  the  lower 

w. 
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felf  which  the  laws  of  our  religion  oblige  usSer  m. 
to  deny.  Again,  St.  Paul  diftinguifhes  thefe 
two  contrary  fprings  of  action,  by  the  names 
of  the  law  of  the  mind,  and  the  law  in  the 
members,  warring  againft  it :  they  both,  in 
fome  fenfe,  operate  like  laws  with  fandions 
upon  our  hopes  and  fears  of  pleafure  and  pain  ; 
but  the  former  only,  that  of  the  mind,  is  the 
true  law  of  our  nature  as  well  as  of  chnftianity : 
and  the  other,  to  be  brought  into  fubjection, 
or  its  government  to  be  denied. 

It  is  not  necelTary  to  enumerate  the  particu- 
lars contain'd  in  this  general  head,  the  felf  to 
be  denied.  Every  man  knows,  for  he  is  con- 
fcious  of  them,  the  appetites  of  his  nature  to 
fenfible  objects,  and  which  purfue  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  external  fenfes,  they  are  in  fome 
weaker,  in  fome  ftronger,  even  by  their  diffe- 
rent conftitutions ;  but  all  have  them  in  fome 
degree.  We  find  likewife  averfions  to  bodily 
pain  and  other  outward  uneafineiTes  of  various 
forts,  too  many  to  be  mention'd  5  and  we  find 
impulfes  of  anger,  a  ftrong  inclination,  at- 
tended with  vehement  motions  in  the  body,  to 
repel  violence  offered  or  harm  received  from  a 
voluntary  invader j  which  is  properly  an  animal 
inftinct,  for  it  is  feen  in  beafts  as  well  as  in  men, 
intended  originally  by  the  author  of  nature, 

B  3  for 
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S  e  R  m.  for  the  fafety  of  the  animal  j  but  often  carried 
*•        beyond  the  bounds  which  that  end  preicribes. 
But,  befides  the  inftincts  originally  planted 
in  us  for  the  prefervation  of  the  animal  life, 
and  which  terminate  there,  there  are  other 
dcfires  and  propenfities  contracted  from  our 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  the  common 
courfe  of  things  in  it,   which  are  alfo  a  part 
of  the  Jeff  to  be  denied.     When  we  have  be- 
gun to  tread  the  path  of  life,  and  are  capable 
of  obferving  the  conditions  of  men,    we  ob- 
vioufly  difcern  a  difparity   in    them  ;    fome 
have  much  greater  meafures  of  power,  ho- 
nour, and  wealth  than  others ;    and  the  ad- 
vantage of  fupericr'.ty  in  thefe  refpects  is  as 
eafily  feen,  for  it  furnifhes  more  abundantly  the 
means  of  various  enjoyment.     Hence  arifes, 
though  without  any  previous  excitations  in  na- 
ture, ftrong  defires,   and  an  eager  purfuit  of 
riches  and  grandeur  ;    which  having  no  con- 
nection with  the  higheft  ends  of  our  being,  are 
to  be  retrench'd  by  the  law  of  the  mind  ;  for, 
when  they  are  indulg'd,  they  grow  up  to  the 
pernicious  vices  of  covetoufnefs  and  ambition  ; 
or  what  the  apoftle  John  calls  the  lufls  of  the 
eyes ,  and  the  pride  of  life  ;    eminent  branches 
of  the  love  of  the  world,  which  he  pronounces 
utterly  inconliftent  with  the  love  of  the  Fa- 
ther, or  true  religion. 
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A  multitude  there  are  of  other  principles  of  S  e  r  m. 
action,  or  which  have  the  force  of  principles,      v 
affections,  paffions  and  determinations  of  one 
kind  or  other  in  the  human  mind,  which  may 
be  confidered  in  the  fame  view,  that  is,  as  ob- 
jects of  felf-denial,  becaufe  their  tendencies 
often  interfere  with  a  right  moral  conduct,  or 
with  the  duty  of  Chriftians.     Fear  fometimes 
brings  a  fnare  ,  forrow  is  frequently  immode- 
rate,   both  often  milleading  men  from  the 
path  of  virtue,  and  drawing  them   into  the 
moft  dangerous  errors  in  practice.     But  I  will 
not  infifr.  on  thefe  things  particularly. 

It  is  time  we  mould  confider  what  is  meant 
by  denying  them,  or  whatfoever  may  be  called 
felf:  and  certainly  it  is  not  that  we  fhould  ex- 
tirpate any  natural  affection,  appetite  or  paf- 
fion.     Our  conftitution  is  what  God  has  been 
pleas'd  to  make  it.    In  vain  mould  we  attempt 
to  make  any  effential  alteration,  and  'tis  im- 
pious to  think,  that  he  requires  its  for  it  would 
be  to  reproach  his  work  as  if  it  were  faulty, 
and  endeavour  to  deftroy  it.     But  indeed  our 
whole  nature  is  wifely  fram'd,  and  no  part  of 
it  unneceffary,  fo  far  from  being  evil.    Every 
paflion,    every  appetite,    every  inftinct  in  the 
mind  has  its  particular  ufe,    as  well  as  each 
member  of  the  body  ;  as  any  one  may  be  con- 
vine'd  who  attentively  confiders  that  matter. 

B  4  Nor 
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Se  RM.Nor  have  we  power  over  the  firft  motions  of 
!•  our  Inftincls,  any  more  than  over  their  being. 
It  is  their  nature  to  operate  in  fuggefting  to  the 
mind,  what  is  agreeable  to  them,  and  fo  far  we 
are  no  more  voluntary  accountable  agents,  than 
in  animal  actions  and  motions,  which  have  no 
dependance  at  all  upon  our  own  choice.  Can  it 
enter  into  any  ones  mind,  that  the  uneafy  fen- 
fations  of  hunger  and  th-rft,  with  the  fimple 
defire  of  meat  and  drink  common  to  all  ani- 
mals, and  preventing  any  thought  or  delibera- 
tion, that  thefe  are  fins  ?  The  perfectly  inno- 
cent jfefus,  altogether  free  from  every  kind  and 
degree  of  moral  evil,  had  them  as  other  men 
have  j  tho'  fometimes  'tis  certain  the  defire, 
but  not  without  a  voluntary  indulgence,  grows 
to  a  criminal  excefs  ;  which  is  the  vice  of  in- 
temperance. The  fame  muit  be  faid  concern- 
ing other  natural  appetites  and  paiTions,  the 
firft  motions  whereof  are  not  faulty,  tho'  they 
may  be  the  occasions  of,  or  temptations  to 
fin,  when  they  are  not  duly  regulated  and 
retrained,  which  is  the  province  of  reafon 
and  confeience.     But 

Secondly,  It  is  exceeding  plain,  that  felf- 
denial  imports  our  abfolute  refufal  to  comply 
with  any  motion  or  fugeeftion  in  our  minds, 
from  whatever  quarter  it  fprings,  fo  far  as  to 

do 


Of  Self-DeniaL  9 

do  what  we  know  to  be  finful.  There  areSERM. 
fome  cafes,  wherein  perhaps  'tis  difficult  to  fix  Jj 
the  precife  limits  of  right  and  wrong ;  but 
there  are  others,  wherein  it  is  not  difficult  at 
all,  and  thefe  by  far  the  moft  numerous.  Some 
actions  are  fo  exprefsly  prohibited  by  the  law 
of  God,  and  have  fuch  a  glaring  turpitude  and 
malignity,  as  ftrikes  the  mind  at  the  firft  view 
of  them  ;  as  adultery,  murder,  Chert  5  the  lull 
of  a  man's  heart  may  eniice  him  to  all  thefe. 
His  lafcivioufnefs  may  prompt  him  to  the  molt 
odious  acts  of  impurity  j  his  covetoufnefs  may 
folicit  him  to  fteal ;  his  wrath  may  pufh  him 
on  to  the  moil:  deftructive  outrages  ao-ainft 
his  neighbour.  But  felf-denial  mnft  pafs  for 
nothing  at  all,  if  it  does  not  reftrain  fuch  ex- 
orbitances ;  and  a  man  is  abandon'd  to  himfelf 
in  the  worfr.  fenfe,  confeience  having  utterly 
loft  its  fovereignty,  unlefs  it  interpofes  to  for- 
bid, nay,  and  effectually  to  prevent  thofe 
fmiihed  heinous  tranfgreffions.  Let  me  add, 
here,  that  fin  is  not  only  completed  in  exter- 
nal acts :  when  the  heart  deliberately  confents 
to  the  temptations,  and  a  refolution  pafles  of 
complying  with  it,  the  guilt  of  that  wicked- 
nefs  is  really  contracted,  tho'  the  outward  act 
fhould  never  follow.  Thus  our  Saviour  in  his 
fermon  upon  the  mount,  Matt.  v.  expounds 
the  commandments  of  the  moral  law,  in  op- 

pofition 
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SERM.pofition  to  the  fhort  and  defective  comments 

J- j  of  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifces,  at  the  22  yer.  he 

pronounces  anger  refting  in  the  bofom,  and 
breaking   out   into  provoking  and   infulting 
words,  tho'  there  be  no  blood-fhed,  I  fay,  he 
pronounces  this  to  be  a  violation  of  the  lixth 
commandment,  whereby  the  penalty  of  dis- 
obedience is  incurr'd,  and  at  the  28  ver.  he 
ftates  a  plain  cafe,    wherein  he  exprefsly  de- 
clares that  adultery  is  already  committed  in  the 
heart,   without  proceeding  any  further.     In 
other  parallel  infbnces,  the  fame  judgment  is 
to  be  made,  and  therefore  we  mud  conclude, 
that  the  precept  of  felf-denial  reaches  to  the 
preventing  finful  purpofes  of  heart,  as  well  as 
the  perpetration  of  outward  evil  actions.    And 
in  this  cafe  to  deny  ourfelves,  is  no  more  than 
what  St.  Paid  tells  us  the  gofpel,  or  the  grace 
which  brings  falvation,  was  intended  to  teach 
men  ;    that  is,    to  deny  all   ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufts  ;    as  well  as  the  acts  of  impiety 
and  vice,  to  which  they  folicit  us. 

"Thirdly,  There  are  no  appetites,  defires,  and 
pamons,  planted  in  the  human  nature,  but 
what  tend  to  an  innocent,  if  it  be  a  moderate 
gratification.  The  fault  lies  only  in  the  ex- 
cefs ;  or  in  tranfgrefling  thofe  limits  which  the 
obvious  reafon  of  things,  or  the  laws  of  God 

have 
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have  fet  to  the  affections,  the  purfuit  and  en-  S  e  r  m. 
joyment.  The  defire  of  eating  and  drinking  I. 
may  be  lawfully  gratified,  fo  far  as  the  neceffity 
of  life  requires,  but  in  being  drunk  with  wine 
there  is  excefs^  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks  ;  indulging 
appetite  in  fuch  a  meafure  as  to  opprefs  nature, 
and  render  us  unfit  for  rational,  manly,  pious, 
virtuous  and  charitable  exercifes :  this  is  finful, 
and  ought  to  be  denied.  Natural  affection  to 
parents,  to  brothers  and  lifters,  and  to  children 
is  innocent,  nay  virtuous :  and  to  be  without 
it  is  one  of  the  worft  of  characters  :  but  it  be- 
comes criminal  when  it  prevails  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  thro'  the  influence  of  our  deareft  re- 
latives, or  a  folicitude  for  their  interefr.,  we  de- 
fert  our  duty  to  God.  Here  the  province  of 
felf-denial  is  very  plain.  It  is  to  reftrain  our 
appetites,  defires,  and  paflions  within  due 
bounds,  fo  as  to  preferve  the  fupremacy  of 
confcience ;  their  juft  mare  to  the  higher  af- 
fections in  forming  our  tempers,  and  their 
proper  influence  in  the  direction  of  our  con- 
duct. And  if  the  inflincts  of  nature  are  to  be 
fo  far  under  government,  our  obligation  muft 
be  as  great  with  refpect  to  propenfities  we  have 
contracted,  which  are  fometimes  ftrong  even 
as  nature  itfelf,  taking  their  rife  from  prejudice, 
cuftom,  and  falfe  notions,  which  we  have 
imbibed  thro'  inattention.     And. 

Laftly, 
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S  e  R  M.  La/?fyy  It  mould  be  our  conftant  care,  that 
*•  our  thoughts  do  not  unduely  dwell  on  the  ob- 
jects of  the  lower  appetites  and  paffions ;  for 
the  tendency  of  this  is  to  ftrengthen  our  affec- 
tions to  them,  and  increafe  their  influence  on 
our  practice.  We  cannot  hinder  the  firft  im- 
preffions  of  thefe  objects,  nor  the  firft  mo- 
tions of  our  affections  and  defires  to  them  :  but 
the  entertaining  them  in  our  thoughts,  and 
meditating  upon  them  is  more  voluntary. 
The  imagination  is  often  employed  actively  in 
colouring  them,  and  fetting  them  off  with  ad- 
vantage j  in  forming  fcenes  of  pleafure  which 
heighten  defire,  and  various  projects  in  order 
to  fulfil  it.  This  might  be  in  a  great  meafure 
reftrained,  by  a  careful  attention  and  purpofe 
of  heart  to  exercife  our  thinking  powers  in  a 
better  and  more  proper  manner:  but  when  our 
vain  thoughts  lodge  within  us,  and  the  fancy, 
not  corrected  by  reafon,  heightens  the  appa- 
rent agreeablenefs  of  tempting  objects,  the 
mind  is  thereby  betrayed  into  a  compliance 
with  the  motions  of  lufts  beyond  the  bounds 
■which  God's  law  has  fet  us :  and  this  by  fre- 
quent indulgence  grows  into  habit,  which  be- 
comes a  ftrong  principle  of  action,  forming 
the  temper,  and  depriving  the  fuperior  powers 
o(  their  juft  dominion. 

As 
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As  this  is  the  natural  progrefs  of  fin,  where-  Serm. 
by  it  advances  to  its  reign  in  our  mortal  bo-      *« 
dies,    bringing  the  foul  into  the  molt  abject 
flavery  ;    in  oppoiition  to    it,   felf-denial  be- 
come habitual  would   recover  us  to  true  free- 
dom,  reitoring  the  fovereignty  of  reafon  and 
confeienee.      And  the   acquiring   of  fuch  a 
habit  I  would  principally  recommend  as  the 
very  perfection  of  our  obedience  to  our  Sa- 
viour's command  in  the  text.     It  is  acquired 
as  all  other  habits  are,  by  cuftomary  practice 
or  frequently  repeated  acts.    Let  us  then  arm 
ourfelves  with  ftrong  refolution,  and  in  pur- 
fuance  of  it,  accultom  ourfelves  to  watch  over 
the  firil  tendencies  of  appetite  and  pafTion  ;  to 
examine  carefully  the  report  of  the  imagina- 
tion concerning  them  j  to  fufpend  our  confent 
to  their  motions,  till  we  have  maturely  weighed 
and  compared  them   with  the  juft  rules  of 
adion,  and  feen  them  agreeable ;   perempto- 
rily to  reject  their  demands  when  confeienee 
gainfays,    or  is  doubtful ;    and  refolutely  to 
oppofe  their  dominion.     When  this  kind  of 
difcipline  is  habitual  to  us,  the  difficulties  of 
felf-denial  are  conquered,  and  the  practice  of 
our  duty  is  eafy. 

Indeed,  when  men  have  long  gone  on  in 
an  evil  courfe,  and  have  been  ufed  to  indulge 
every   appetite   without  controul,  their   firft 
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S  e  R  m.  eflays  in  the  way  of  felf-denying  virtue  will 
1'^  j  ^e  pain^l  to  them.     The  *  Prophet  'Jeremiah 
compares  the  impotence  of  mind  to  act  wor- 
thily,   which  is  contracted  by  vicious  habits, 
to  natural  impoffibilities.     As  the    "Ethiopian 
cannot   change    his  Jkin,    nor    the  leopard  his 
Jpots,   (o  they  who  have  been  accu/lomed  to  do 
evil,  camiot  learn  to  do  well :    which,  at  leaft, 
imports  a  very  great  difficulty.     But  even  this 
difficulty    is    not    altogether    unconquerable. 
Strong  virtuous  reiblutions,    by  the  affiftance 
of  divine  grace,  have  got  the  better  of  very 
bad  habits.  The  conqueft  however  cannot  be 
obtained  without  a  ftruggle  -,  and  they  who 
will   break  off  their  fins  by  repentance,  and 
return  to  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  mud  lay 
their  account  to  meet  with  pain  and  uneafi- 
nefs,    efpecially  at  the  beginning.     To  this 
imperfect  itate  of  mens  minds  are  accommo- 
dated the  Scripture  reprefentations  of  this  duty, 
which  defcribe  it  under  the  notions  of  mortify- 
ing the  deeds  of  the  body  and  crucifying  the  fleff 
with  its  affections  and  hifts  ~f-.     Our  Saviour 
ufes  the  figurative  expreffions  of  %  plucking 
out   the  right   eye  and   cutting   off  the  right 
hand,  which  mean  the  fame  thing  with  deny- 
ing ourfelves,    only  fignifying,    that  violence 
muft  be  done  to  vicious  and  worldly  inclina- 
*  Jer.  xiii.  23.      f  Gal.  v.  24.      %  Matt.  v.  29. 
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tions  confirmed  by  habit,  and  the  reluctance  S  e  r  m« 
arifing  from  their  prevalence  in  the  heart  muft  *• 
be  overcome,  be  it  ever  fo  painful.  This  is 
the  difadvantage  which  attends  our  infancy  in 
a 'virtuous  ftate  j  and  therefore  the  fcripture 
account  of  felf-denial  under  the  idea  of  mor- 
tification was  well  adapted  to  the  new  difciples 
of  Chrift  in  the  firft  age,  as  it  is  to  others  in 
every  age,  whofe  condition  is  parallel  in  re- 
fpect  of  weaknefs. 

But  Chriftians  fliould  always  be  growing  up 
to  perfection  in  every  virtue :  and  in  order  to 
that  increafing  in  felf-denial,  which  it  may  be 
expected  will  go  on  the  more  fuccefsfully,  be- 
caufe  it  ftill  becomes  more  eafy.    And  indeed  it 
may  be  very  ufeful  for  Chriftians  of  the  higheft 
attainments  who  are  zealouily  preiling  on  to  per- 
fection, by  a  cuftomary  fe verity  towards  their 
inferior  appetites,    to  lay  reftraints  upon  their 
liberty,  within  the  limits   of  what  is  ftrictly 
lawful,  that  they  may  the  more  effectually  re- 
ftore  and  preferve  a  dominion  over  themfelves, 
that  thereby  they  may  be  the  more  ftedfaft, 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.     This 
kind  of  difcipline  St.  Paid  ufed,  as  he  tells 
I  Cor.  ix.  27.  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it 
into  fubjeSlion  ;    that  is,    as  appears  from  the 
preceding  verfes,  by  denying  myfelf  liberty  in 
the  ufe  of  indifferent  things,  in  order  to  my 

being 


1 6  Of  Self -Denial 

S  E  R  m.  being  Iefs  incumber'd,  and  proceeding  with 
!•       greater  expedition  in  the  christian  race  ;    and 
that  I  may  the  better  fecure  to  myfelf  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

Secondly,  I  come  now  to  vindicate  this  pre- 
cept of  felf-denial,  from  any  juft  imputation 
of  feverity ;  and  fhew  the  reafonablenefs  of  it. 
This  precept  of  chiiftianity  has  been  objected 
againft  by  men  who  attend  more  to  the  found 
than  the  meaning  of  words,  and  are  ready  to 
lay  hold  on  the  firft  llender  appearances  of  an 
argument  againft  religion,  without  examining 
them  thoroughly.  They  alledge,  'tis  unna- 
tural to  require  that  men  fhould  deny  them- 
fclves  ;  that  is,  fubdue,  renounce,  and  mortify 
the  delires  and  paffions  which  God  has  planted 
in  their  hearts,  to  no  purpofe,  unlefs  to  make 
them  uneafy;  if  they  are  not  to  be  gratified. 
Such  reafoning  will  have  very  little  weight  with 
ferious  attentive  minds  ;  for  the  weaknefs  of  it 
prefently  appears  when  we  look  into  the  con- 
ftitution  of  our  nature  itfelf.  Who  does  not 
feel  interfering  tendencies  in  his  own  heart  j  de- 
lires at  once  to  different  objects,  defires,  which 
cannot  be  gratified  at  once,  but  one  neceflarily 
muft  yield  to  another  ?  What  then  fhall  we 
take  upon  us  to  cenfure  the  work  of  God  our 
maker,    as  an  inconfiftent  felf-contradictory 

fyftem 
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fyftem  ?    fhall  we  fay  to  him  that  formed  us,  S  E  R  m. 
why  haft  thou  made  me  thus,  with  inclinations     *• 
not  to  be  fatisfied  ;  particularly,  with  defires  of 
fenfual  and  worldly  enjoyment ;   with  defires 
of  revenge,  or  rather  of  felf-defence,  perverted 
by  our  own  fault  into  revenge ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  affections  of  a  quite  different  ten- 
dency,   and  with  confcience,  which  remon- 
ftrates  againft  the  gratifying  of  our  lower  de- 
fires  in  many  inftances,  and  torments  us  if  we 
do  not  reftrain  them  ?   what  then  ?   where  is 
the  inconfiftency  in  all  this  ?  I  hope  the  variety 
which  appears  in  our  conftitution,  is  no  argu- 
ment againft  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
author,  fince  there  is  provifion  made  for  order 
and  harmony,  and  for  a  high,  a  rational  hap- 
pinefs  to  be  obtain'd  by  us,  if  we  will  preferve 
that  fubordination  in  the  exercife  of  our  powers 
and  affections,  which  the  frame  of  nature  itfelf 
clearly  points  to.  But  I  need  not  carry  the  argu- 
ment fo  far,  my  prefent  fubject  does  not  require 
a  defence  of  the  foundations  of  natural  religion 
and  morality,  it  is  enough  to  reil  the  defence 
of  chriftianity,  that  part  of  it  I  am  now  confi- 
dering  upon  them.     Let  us  then  take  the  con- 
ftitution of  human  nature,  as  in  fact  we  find  it 
to  be  -,  and,  I  think,  every  confiderate  perfon 
will  be  convinced,   that  according  to  it,    we 
cannot  be  happy,  but  in  the  practice  of  virtue, 
Vol.  I.  C  and 
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Serm.  and  that  we  cannot  praftife  virtue  without  felf- 
denial.  Now  fhall  we  find  fault  with  the 
author  of  our  religion  for  requiring  us  to  do 
what  our  own  reafon  requires,  and  without 
which  we  cannot  have  peace  in  our  own  minds, 
nor  any  hopes  of  a  future  felicity  ? 

Again,    if  we  confider  the  life  of  man,  as 
it  now  is  within  the  limits  of  the  prefent  flate, 
abstracting  from  the  confideration  of  religious 
virtue,  and  of  a  future  condition  of  being,  we 
fhall  find  that  felf-denial  is  neceffary  to  our 
obtaining  the  ends  of  it ;  and  that  this  is  a  pre- 
cept of  prudence  as  well  as  chriflianity.     Man 
in  his  prefent  flate,   which  to  every  one  who 
confiders  it  attentively  will  appear  to  be  a  flate 
of  probation  and  difcipline,  may  be  consider- 
ed in  two  different  capacities,  the  natural  and 
the  religious ;    between  which  there  is  a  re- 
markable analogy:  both  are  under  the  govern- 
ment of  divine  providence ;  both  terminate  in 
fuch  happinefs  as  we  are  capable  of,    but  of 
different  kinds ,    the  one  aims  at,  and  has  its 
complete  end  in  our  highefl  felicity,  which 
confifls  in  the  perfection  of  virtue  and  righte- 
oufnefs  j  the  other,  the  natural  capacity,  per- 
fues  the  greatefl  eafe,    profperity,  or  enjoy- 
ment,   which  in  the  whole  can  be  attained 
here :  the  attaining  of  thefe  different  ends  in  a 
great  meafure,  depends  upon  ourfelves.     As 

virtue 
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virtue  is  improveable,  and  by  degrees  grows  Se  rm. 
up  to  perfection  by  our  own  diligence  j  fo  every      !• 
one  fees  in  the  fruition  of  life,  our  intereft  is 
carried  on,  and  our  temporal   happinefs  ad- 
vanced by  the  proper  exercife  of  our  own  pow- 
ers, and  the  prudent  diligent  ufe  of  fuch  means 
as  providence  puts  into  our  hands.     Both  are 
obftruclied  by  the  fame  means,  and  both  pro- 
moted by  the  fame  means.    The  great  impedi- 
ments to  our  interefts  in  this  world,  I  mean  the 
regular  and  fuccefsful  profecution  of  them, 
are  appetites  and  paffions,  efpecially  when  con- 
firmed by  habits.    Who  is  the  man  that  enjoys 
life,    eafily  attains  to  a  comfortable  worldly 
eftate,    and  to  a  high  reputation  ?    not  furely 
the  glutton,  the  drunkard,  the  fluggard,  the 
proud,  the  revengeful  and  the  cruel ,  or  that 
any  other  way  gives  an  unbounded  liberty  to 
his  lufts  and  his  paffions  -,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  that  is  mafter  of  himfelf,  that  can  thwart 
his  humours,   bridle  his  inclinations  and  deny 
his  eafe,  or  other  fenfual  gratifications  j  and 
the  fame  are  the  means  of  advancing  to  moral 
perfection.     We  fee  then  that  God,  as  the 
mafter  of  our  lives  and  worldy  eftates,  the 
guardian  of  our  prefent  condition  of  being, 
has  taught  us  to  deny  ourfelves ;  and  that  by 
the  fame  kind  of  difcipline  which  is  necelTary 
to  our  being  wife  in  our  prefent  generation,  we 
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SERM.are  inured  to,    and  prepared  for  the  beft  and 
!•       moft  important  wifdom,  even  that  which  is 
unto  falvation. 

Let  us  confider  how  great,  how  noble  the 
ends  of  virtue,  of  moral  perfection  and  the  fu- 
ture happinefs,  are  above  thofe  of  the  prefent 
life  j  and  if  wifdom  requires  our  denying  our 
appetites  and  paffions  for  the  latter,  fhall  we 
complain  of  it  as  a  hardfhip  to  fubmit  to  the 
fame  felf-denial  for  the  other  ?  Is  he  juftly 
counted  a  fool  with  refpect  to  his  concerns  in 
this  world,  who  will  not  curb  his  appetite  of 
thirft  to  prevent  or  cure  a  dropfy  >  who  will 
facrifice  a  reafonable  profpecl  of  lawful  gain  to 
floth  and  lazinefs  j  or  who  to  gratify  a  little 
peevifh  refentment  will  throw  himfelf  out  of 
the  way  of  riling  to  an  honourable  ftation  in 
his  country  ?  and  what  mall  we  think  of  the 
man,  who  will  wilfully  indulge  himfelf  in 
thefe  or  fuch  like  pafiions,  at  the  expence  of 
his  integrity,  the  inward  peace  of  his  mind, 
and  his  hopes  of  heaven  ? 

Thus  you  fee,  that  this  precept,  fo  far  from 
being  an  unreafonable  impofition  on  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind,  is  excellently  accommodated 
to  the  conftitution  and  the  ftate  of  human  na- 
ture, nay,  and  abfolutely  necerTary  to  the  at- 
taining its  true  ends.  But  our  Saviour  has 
made  it  a  part  of  his  religion,  and  he  has  en- 
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forc'd  it  with  peculiar  motives.  It  will  always Serm. 
have  great  weight  with  every  fincere  difciple  of  ^J^ 
Chrift,  that  this  is,  by  his  own  exprefs  decla- 
ration, an  effential  part  of  that  character,  and 
an  indifpenfible  condition,  without  which  we 
cannot  expect  his  approbation:  If  any  man  will 
come  after  me  let  him  deny  himfelf.  Whatever 
you  do  in  compliance  with  the  christian  infti- 
tution,  mutt  pafs  for  nothing,  if  this  one  duty 
be  neglected.  Tho'  you  believe  the  gofpel, 
and  profefs  it  zealoufly,  contend  for  the  faith, 
and  be  ever  fo  affiduous  in  attending  all  the  po- 
fitive  appointments  of  religion  j  what  will  all 
avail  unlefs  you  learn  to  deny  yourfelves  ? 

Farther  we  may  obferve,  that  as  divine  wif- 
dom  mines  in  all  our  Saviour's  inftructions,  fo 
particularly  his  enforcement  of  this  duty  is 
adapted  in  the  beft  manner  to  our  irate  of  in- 
firmity and  temptation.  When  men  are  vehe- 
mently urg'd  to  indulge  their  appetites  and 
pafiions,  as  in  the  cafe  of  bad  habits,  or  of 
fome  peculiarly  ftrong  worldly  attachments,  as 
when  the  interefr.  of  a  tenderly  beloved  friend 
comes  in  competition  with  our  duty  j  fo  that 
the  foliciting  affection  is  dear  as  a  right  hand  or 
an  eye,  in  that  cafe  the  mind  under  a  violent 
hurry  and  perturbation,  cannot  calmly  attend 
to  more  ingenuous  confederations,  and  therefore 
a  ftronger  remedy  is  applied  j  the  terrors  of  the 

C  3  Lord 


22  Of  Self-Denial. 

SERM.Lord  are  fet  agaimt  the  allurements  of  the 
!•       flefh,  and  we  are  dhTuaded  from  gratifying 
ourfelves  by  the  fear  of  future  punifhment. 
Thus  our  Saviour,  fuppofing  an  inward  caufe 
of  offence  to  tempt  us  very  violently,  and  that 
fo  ftrong  is  our  affection,  we  are  as  unwilling 
to  renounce  it  as  to  fuffer  the  amputation  of  a 
bodily  member,  even  that  itfelf  would  be  fub- 
mitted  to  for  faving  life,  and  here  a  greater 
neceffity  is  laid  upon  us ;  for  we  have  no  other 
choice  than  either  to  bear  the  uneafinefs  of 
denying  the  prefent  gratifications,  or  fuffer  the 
dreadful  penalty  of  God's  eternal  difpleafure, 
*  It  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  into  life  maimed, 
or  baity    or  having  one  eye,    than  having  two 
hands,  and  two  feet  and  two  eyes,  to  be  cajl  into 
hell  fire,   where  the  worm  dieth  not  and  the  fire 
is  not  quenched.     And, 

Lafily,  The  example  of  our  great  Matter 
himfelf  is  propos'd  to  us.  It  is  faid  of  him, 
Rom.  xv.  3.  that  he  pleas' d  not  himfelf.  He 
had  no  irregular  appetites  to  gratify  j  but  the 
fame  ienfibility  to  the  eafe  and  innocent  plea- 
fures  of  life  as  other  men  :  but  he  denied 
them,  fubmitting  to  hunger  and  thirit,  and 
wearinefs  in  attending  the  work  his  Father  fent 
him  into  the  world  for,  that  is  glorifying  him 

*  Mark  ix.  43—48 
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and  doing  good.  He  was  denied  to  the  ho-  Serm, 
nour  and  efteem  among  men,  which  he  had  *■ 
the  beft  title  to,  enduring  the  contradiction 
of  tinner's  and  bearing  grievous  reproach ;  and 
even  to  life  itfelf  which  he  facrificed  to  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  holinefs,  and  for  the  re- 
demption of  mankind.  If  then  we  abide 
in  him,  let  us  walk  as  he  did,  and  follow 
his  Example. 


C4  SER- 
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SERMiON   II. 

The  Gofpel  a  Law  of  Liberty. 


James  ii.   12. 

So  /peak  ye  and  Jo  do,  as  they  that  Jhall  be  judged 
by  the  law  of  liberty. 

AL  L  men  who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
dignity  and  privileges  of  the  human  na- 
ture, confider  liberty  as  an  ineftimable 
endowment  which  God  has  vouchfafed  unto 
us,  to  be  by  all  means  preferv°d  inviolable,  to 
be  zealoufly  arTerted  and  earneilly  contended 
for.  The  greatefl:  part  of  the  creatures  which 
we  fee  have  no  fhare  in  it ;  the  whole  fyftem 
of  inanimate  things  is  necefTarily  fubjedl  to  the 
direction  of  almighty  power,  and  is  moved  by 
the  fovereign  will  of  the  Creator.  The  lower 
Species  of  animals  have  a  kind  of  Freedom^ 
but  in  a  very  narrow  fphere,  being  active  and 
determining  themfelves  only  according  to  their 
Inftincls  for  the  purpofes  of  a  very  limited  and 
lhort-liv'd  exiflence.  But,  the  author  of  na- 
ture having  diflinguimed   man  with  much 

higher 
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higher  capacities  and  made  him  for  nobler  Serm 
ends,  has  given  him  fuitable  liberty,  a  power      «• 
of  purfuing  thofe  ends  by  the  light  of  his  larger 
underftanding,  of  comparing  a  great  variety 
of  motives  to  action,  and  making  a  choice 
upon  the  comparifon;     Every  one  feels  him- 
felf  pofTefs'd  of  this  privilege  and  rejoices  in 
it ;    without  it  we  cannot  well  conceive  how 
we  mould  have  any  tafte  for  happinefs ;  thisi 
at  leaf!:,  is  certain,   that  the  higheft,  and  the 
greateft  variety  of  our  enjoyments  fpring  from 
our  acting  voluntarily.     But  it  is  in  its  own 
nature  capable  of  being  abufed  -y  a  liberty  of 
doing  right,    is,    in  us  at  leait,    accompanied 
with  a  liberty  of  doing  wrong  j  and  if  we  may 
freely  purfue  our  own  happinefs,  we  may  alfo 
freely  make  ourfelves  unhappy,  which  indeed 
is  the  cafe  of  very  many ;  not  that  they  have 
any  fuch  exprefs  intention,  for  it's  impoffible 
any  intelligent  being  mould  not  defire  its  own 
good,    but  thro'  miitake,    and  inadvertency, 
and  corrupt  prejudices,  they  are  led  into  wrong 
meafures.    Nay,  very  often  fo  it  is,  that  thro' 
a  fupine  indolence,  neglecting  to  ufe  and  to 
improve  thofe  powers  which  ought  to  direct 
the  exercife  of  their  liberty,  and  giving  up 
themfelves  habitually  to  be  conducted  by  the 
lower  fpring  of  action  in  human  nature,  by 
appetites  and  paffions,  men  lofe  in  a  great 

meafure, 
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Serm.  meafure,  the  privilege  itfelf,  and  are  in  a  kind 
II.      of  fervitude  ;  fo  the  fcripture  reprefents  it  and 
very  juflly.    A  liberty  to  act  againfl  reafon,  and 
againfl:  the  principal  end  of  our  being,  is  not 
worthy  of  the  name,  but  is  a  real  bondage. 

This  having  been  the  wretched  condition  of 
mankind  generally,  fo  far  that  they  were  dead 
in  trcj'pajfes  and  fns,  overcome  of  their  cor- 
ruptions, and  by  them  brought  into  bondage^  it 
was  the  glorious  defign  of  chriftianity  to  re- 
cover them  to  true  freedom  ;  fo  our  Saviour 
himfelf  exprekly  declares  in  the  8th  of  St. 
Johns  gofpel,  3  ift  and  3  2d  verfes :  Then  /aid 
J  ejus  to  the  Jews  which  believed  on  himy  if  ye 
continue  in  my  word3  then  are  ye  my  difciplcs  in- 
deed) and  ye  Jhall  know  the  truths  and  the  truth 
Jhall  make  you  free.  This  is  the  high  privilege 
which  by  my  religion  ye  fhall  obtain  j  if  ye 
firmly  believe  the  truths  I  have  taught  you,  if 
you  adhere  to  them  conftantly,  and  improve 
them  faithfully,  you  mall  be  free.  And  when 
they  mifunderftood  his  words,  apprehending 
that  he  referred  to  an  outward  fervitude  to  men 
which  they  never  had  been  under,  he  explains 
himfelf  at  the  34th  ver.  Verily ',  verily \  I  fay 
unto  youy  whofoever  commit eth  fin  is  the  Jer- 
vant  of  Jin  ;  to  be  freed  from  that  flavery  is 
the  trueft  freedom,  which  he  intended  to  re- 
ftore  to  men  ;    and  he  adds  36th  ver.  If  the 
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Son  therefore  Jhall  make  you  free,  ye  fiall  be  free  Serm. 
indeed.     Thus  we  are  to  underftand  the  pro-      "• 
phetic  declaration  of  If  at  ah,  chap.  lxi.  which 
our  Lord  applies  to  himfelf,  Luke  iv.  18.  The 
fpirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor,  he 
hath  fent  me  to  heal  the  broken  hearted,  to  preach 
deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of 
fight  to  the  blind,  to  fet  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruifed.     Agreeably  to  which  the  apoftle  in 
my  text  gives  the  gofpel  the  excellent  charac- 
ter of  the  law  of  liberty,  as  he  alfo  doth  in 
the  lit  chap,  of  this  epiftle,    and  25th  ver. 
with  the  addition  of  this  epithet,  the  perfect  law 
of  liberty  j  and  as  this  is  a  very  amiable  repre- 
fentation  and  moft  worthy  our  ferious  atten- 
tion, I  will  endeavour  in  the  following  dif- 
courfe,  firft,  to  explain  it :    zdly,  I  will  con- 
fider  the  apoftles  direction  to  chriftians,  that 
they  mould  conftantly  endeavour  to  form  their 
whole   conduct:,   by  a  refpect  to  the  future 
judgment,  which  will  be  difpenfed  according 
to  the  gofpel,  the  law  of  liberty.     So  /peak 
ye,    and  fo  do,    as  they  that  fiall  be  judged  by 
the  law  of  liberty. 

Firft,  To  explain  this  character  of  the  chrif- 
tian  religion,  that  it  is  a  law  of  liberty.  It 
is  evident  that  it  is  a  law,  that  is,  a  reve- 
velation  of  the  will  of  God  to  men  for  the 

direction 


zB  {The  Gofpel  a  Law  of  Liberty. 

S  e  R  m.  direction  of  their  lives,  enforced  by  the  fano 
^l_j  ^on  °^  rewar^s  and  punimments.     Yet  our 
condition  is  not  rendered  fervile  by  it ;  for  we 
ought  not  to  imagine  that  every  kind  of  re- 
ftraint,  and  whatever  is  intended  to  give  a  di- 
rection to  the  exercife  of  thefe  powers,  which 
are  the  fubject  of  liberty,   that  I  fay,  every 
thing  of  this  kind  is  inconfiftent  with  freedom. 
We  can't  in  any  cafe  act  without  motives, 
but  they  do  not  make  us  Haves.     The  brutes 
are  determined  by  the  appearance  of  fenfible 
good,  in  which  proportionably  to  the  degrees 
and  kind  of  their  perception,  they  have  liber- 
ty.    The  human  nature  being  rational,  rea- 
fon  does  not  deftroy  its  freedom,  but  eftablim 
it,  and  is  the  rule  of  it  j    then1  only  are  we 
indeed  free  when  we  conduct:  ourfelves  with 
understanding.     Nay,  the  liberty  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  the  moft  perfect  of  all)  is  always 
cxercifed  with  the  exacteft  wifdom  and  rec- 
titude.    Perhaps  fome  imagine  that  it  is  a  high 
privilege  to  act  without  regard  to  any  motive, 
and  that  the  will  mould  determine  itfelf  with 
a  kind  of  Supremacy  independant  of  reafon  j 
but  it  cannot  be,  the  very  frame  of  our  nature 
does  not  allow  it,   that  our  minds  mould  not 
be  influenced  by  motives ;  and  whether  is.  he 
more  free  who  is  governed  by  thofe  of  fenfe 
merely,  or  of  reafon  ?  It  is  true  they  are  in  this 
refpedt  alike  free,  that  they  equally  act  with- 
out 
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out  conftraint ;  but  furely  it  cannot  be  difficult  Serm. 
to  determine  whether  the  liberty  of  a  man  or  H» 
a  beaft  be  the  moft  valuable,  and  whether  the 
real  excellence  of  that  privilege  does  not  al- 
ways depend  on,  and  is  proportioned  to  the 
wifdom  with  which  it  is  exercifed.  A  man 
in  a  fever,  or  a  difturbance  of  mind  from  any 
other  outward  caufe,  acts  with  all  the  appear- 
ance of  freedom,  and  yet  no  one  will  fay  that 
he  is  really  free  ;  which  muft  reft  on  this 
principle  as  its  foundation,  that  the  exercife  of 
true  human  liberty  depends  on  the  exercife  of 
reafon,  and  ftill  the  lefs  reafon,  the  lefs  li- 
berty. 

Again,  as  the  creator  of  all  things  is  infi- 
nitely good,  he  muft  have  beftowed  this  high 
prerogative  on  man,  not  to  make  him  refera- 
ble, but  to  make  him  happy.  But,  if  we 
confider  the  intire  hnman  conftitution,  it  will 
appear  that  the  ufe  of  liberty  without  reafon 
or  againft  it,  tends  to  mifery.  We  cannot  be 
happy  otherwife  than  in  the  harmony  of  our 
powers  and  affections  j  and  if  there  muft  be 
harmony  there  muft  be  government,  a  fubor- 
dination  of  fome  to  others,  becaufe  our  affec- 
tions have  very  different,  nay,  very  oppofite 
tendencies.  The  man  who  gives  himfelf 
wholly  up  to  the  direction  of  his  fenfes  and 
appetites,  will  find  that  the  fuperior  faculties 

make 
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S  e  R  m.  make  contrary  demands  j  and  if  thofe  demands 
II.      be  not  complied  with,    they  give  him  very 
great  uneafinefs,  the  greatefr.  often  that  the 
mind  is  capable  of,  fo  that  he  cannot  enjoy  his 
lower  pleafures  without  controul.     It  is  true, 
that  by  a  cuftomary  indulgence  to  vicious  in- 
clinations, that  uneafinefs  abates ;  but  the  peace 
and  the  liberty  then  enjoyed  is  unnatural,  and 
rather  a  real  ftupidity.  Befides,  that  it  is  of  no 
certain  continuance ;  when  outward  gratifica- 
tions   fail,    when   afflictive  events  prefs  the 
mind,  or  any  other  inevitable  occafions  of  felf- 
refleclion,  it  comes  then  with  a  greater  force 
and  more  exafperated  feverity,  becaufe  con- 
fcience  has  been  fo  long  laid  afleep,  and  the 
tormenting  prefages  of  future  mifery  as  the 
penal  confequences  of  fin,  are  a  moil:  painful 
ingredient  in  it.     On  the  other  hand,  when 
reafon  and  Confcience  have  their  full  force  in 
the  mind,  when  the  inferior  fprings  of  action 
are  fubject  to  them,  and  controuled  by  their 
law,  there  is  an  inward  fecurity  and  peace, 
folid  and  lafting,  and  all  the  uneafinefs  which 
arifes  from  the  rebellion  of  the  appetites  and 
paffions,  is  over-ballanc'd  by  the  very  pleafure 
of  thwarting  and  denying  them.     Upon  the 
whole,  then,  it  appears,  that  the  only  true 
liberty  fuitable  to  the  human  nature,  worthy 
to  be  defired  by  us,  and  which  tends  to  our 

real 
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real  perfection  and  happinefs,  is  that  which  is  S  e  r  m. 
exercifed  according  to  the  direction  of  reafon      II. 
and  wifdom. 

On  this  account  principally  the  gofpel  is 
called  the  law  of  liberty,  it  reftores  the  em- 
pire of  reafon  in  men,  and  refcues  them  from 
fervitude  to  their  lufts  and  paflions.  It  has  this 
denomination  on  an  other  account,  which  I 
may  afterwards  infill:  on,  namely,  as  it  has 
aboliihed  the  ceremonial- law,  a  yoke,  which 
St.  Peter  fays,  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  were 
able  to  bear  *.  This  liberty  by  the  gofpel  is 
largely  explained  by  the  apoftle  Paul.  But 
St.  fames,  not  treating  of  that  fubject  parti- 
cularly, it  is  reafonable  to  understand  the  cha- 
racter as  applied  by  him  in  a  greater  latitude. 
In  the  1  ft  chap,  he  has  recommended  a  di- 
ligent attention  to,  and  a  due  improvement  of 
the  word  of  God,  that  we  mould  receive  it 
with  meeknefs  as  the  ingrafted  word  which  is 
able  to  fave  usy  laying  apart  all  flthinefs  and 
fuperfiuity  of  ?iaughti?iefs ;  and,  then,  he  de- 
fcribes  the  different  forts  of  hearers,  the  care- 
lefs,  unattentive,  unreformed  ;  and  the  ferious 
and  obedient.  The  former  he  compares  to  a 
man  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a  glafsy  who 
foon  j or  gets  what  maimer  of  man  he  was.  The 
mother,  looking  ftedfaftly,  and  with  the  moft 
earneft  attention  into  the  gofpel,  is  transform'd 

*  A£b  xv.  10. 
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S  e  r  m.  by  the  renewing  of  his  mind,  and  becomes  a 
fl-  faithful  and  conftant  doer  of  the  will  of  God. 
'Tis  in  this  defcription  he  inferts  the  charac- 
ter of  the  law  of  liberty,  which,  therefore,  I 
conclude  has  a  reference  to  the  refcuing  of 
men  from  the  power  of  their  vices  and  cor- 
rupt affections,  that  they  may  practife  pure 
religion  as  the  proper  effect  of  chrifHanity. 

The  connexion  of  the  text  ltands  thus.  The 
apoftle  had  cenfur'd  the  Jews,  to  whom  he 
writes,  for  their  partiality  in  making  diftinctions 
among  men  according  to  their  outward  con- 
dition, exhorting  them  to  fulfil  the  royal  law, 
thou  fialt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf  which 
abftracts  from  all  fuch  confiderations.  To  this 
law  we  mull:  have  an  univerfal  refpect,  not 
obeying  it  in  one  inftance  only,  but  in  all, 
otherwile  we  (hall  not  be  accepted  ;  then  fol- 
lows, fo  fpeak  ye,  and  fo  do,  as  they  that  Jhall 
be  judged  by  the  law  of  liberty,  which  applica- 
tion plainly  points  to  univerfal  obedience  as  the 
proper  intent  of  the  gofpel,  in  oppoiition  to 
the  contrary  tendency  of  our  own  hilts  and 
paflions. 

Indeed  St.  Paul  himfelf  explains  the  free- 
dom we  have  obtained  by  the  law  of  Chrijl 
in  this  manner;  as  in  the  viiith  to  the  Rom. 
2d  ver.  For  the  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life,  in 
Chrijl  Jefushath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of 

fin 
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fin  and  death.  What  thefe  oppofite  laws  are,  Serm. 
appears  from  the  preceeding  chapter,  where  H. 
they  are  called  the  law  of  the  members,  and  /!" 
the  law  of  the  mind-,  the  one  leading  to  fin, 
and  holding  the  foul  in  captivity  to  it,  which 
is  a  moft  wretched  and  cruel  flavery ;  the  other 
directing  to  that  which  is  good  and  well- 
pleafing  in  God's  fight.  Now,  fince  im- 
mediately to  this  is  fubjoined  that  ac- 
count of  the  chriftian  law,  or  the  law 
of  the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  it 
makes  us  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death, 
what  can  the  meaning  be,  but  that  it  re- 
ftores  the  fovereingty  of  the  mind,  deliver- 
ing it  from  the  reign  of  fin  in  the  mortal 
body,  that  henceforth  chrifiians  fhould  yield 
themfelves  unto  God,  arid  their  members 
the  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs,  which  is 
the  trueft  liberty,  the  liberty  of  men,  of  in- 
telligent and  moral  agents  ? 

Secondly,  Purfuant  to  this,  chriftians  by 
the  gofpel  have  obtained  a  deliverance  from 
condemnation,  and  therefore  it  may  juftly 
be  called  the  law  of  liberty.  Death  is  the 
punifliment  of  fin,  eftablifhed  unalterably 
by  the  law  of  God ;  mankind  therefore, 
confeious  of  guilt,  have  a  dread  of  it  which 
fills  their  minds  with  horror,  and  holds  them 
in  an  uncomfortable  bondage.  According 
to  the  clearnefs  of  the  apprehenfions  which 
Vol.  I.  D  they 
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Serm.  they   have   concerning  the   divine   law,  and 
II*      the  threatnings  contained  in   it,  fo  is  their 
terror  ;  and   the   Jewifli  law  being  the  moft 
exprefs  in  this  point,    without  declaring  the 
remiffion  of  fin,  it  is,  therefore,    called  the 
minifiration    of  death  and    of  condemnation ; 
and  they   who  were  under   it,  received  the 
fpirit  of  bondage  to  fear,  as  the  apoftle  fays, 
Rom.  viii.  15.  But,  Chrift  Jefus  having  tafted 
death  for  every  man,  and  being,  in  order  to 
reconcile  us  to  God,   as  mediator,  made  par- 
taker  of  flcfj   and  blood,    that   by   death    he 
might  dejlroy  him  who  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is  the  devil,  he  has  by  his  law  of  grace 
proclaimed    forgivenefs,    and    an    immunity 
from  the  punifhment  of  fin  to  fuch  as  fin- 
cerely  repent,     thus   exprefs'd,  Heb.  ii.   15. 
to    deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death 
were   all  their   life   time  fubjecJ  to   bondage. 
Upon   which   they  who  are  fo  delivered  re- 
ceive the  fpirit   of  adoption,    whereby  they 
ierve  God  and  obey  his  commandments  with 
freedom  and  cheaifulnefs. 

Thirdly,  The  gofpel  is  a  law  of  liberty, 
as  it  frees  chriflians  from  the  burthenfome 
rites  of  the  Mofaic  inftitution.  When  God 
was  pleafed  to  feparate  the  Ifraelites  for  a 
peculiar  people  unto  himfelf,  and  form  them 
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into  a  nation  and  a  church,  he  faw  fit,  for  S  e  r  m. 
what  reafons  I  do  not  now  inquire,  to  appoint     II. 
a  multitude  of  ceremonies  which  were  to  con- 
tinue in  force  during  that  difpenfation.     This 
mult  be  very  grievous  to  a  rational   worfhip- 
per,  whofe  great  fatisfaction  it  is  to  fee  the 
reafonablenefs  of  the   actions  he   performs, 
and  their  conducivenefs  to   the  true  ends  of 
worfhip.  The  apoftles  therefore  fpeak  meanly 
of  thofe  ordinances,    comparing  them  with 
the  liberty,  the  fpirit  and  truth  of  chriftiani- 
ty  j    they    call    them    carnal,    beggarly   eler 
ments,    the   rudiments  of  this  world,    and 
only  fhadows  of  good  things  to  come.     Be- 
lides,    the   terror    which    accompanied    that 
miniitration    becaufe  of  the  feverity    of  its 
threatnings,  the  weaknefs   and   unprofitable- 
nefs  of  the  fervice  itfelf  made  the  very  atten- 
dance on  it   a  great  grievance.     But,  now, 
the  Lord  is  that  fpirit  of  which   chriftianity 
is  the  miniitration  5  not  like  the  killing  letter 
of  the    Old    Teffoment,    which   denounced 
wrath  for  every  offence,    but  a  miniftry    of 
righteoufnefs  or  j unification,  which   exceeds 
in    glory,     efpecially,    becaufe    thereby   the 
excellent   things   of  religious  virtue,  the  di- 
vine  precepts   of  eternal   righteoufnefs,    are 
engraven  on   the  fefily  tables  of  the    heart, 
forming   in   it  noble  difpofitions,  molt   be- 
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Serm,  coming  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature. 
!!•  And  where  the  ipirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there 
is  liberty,  an  enlargement  of  heart,  and 
confidence  becoming  the  fons  of  God.  The 
different  conditions  of  the  fervants  of  God 
by  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  is  reprefented, 
Gal.  iv.  by  the  difference  between  the  ltate 
of  a  child  who  is  an  heir  under  age,  and 
that  of  one  who  has  obtained  the  plenary 
poffefTion  and  free  enjoyment  of  his  inheri- 
tance. Now,  I  fay,  that  the  heir  as  long  as 
he  is  a  child  differeth  nothing  from  a  fervant 
or  bondman^  tho*  he  be  Lord  of  all ,  but  is 
under  tutors  and  governors  until  the  time  ap- 
pointed of  the  father ,  even  fo,  we,  when  we 
were  children,  were  in  bondage  under  the 
elements  of  the  world.  B.ut  when  the  fulnefs 
of  the  time  was  come^  God  fent  forth  his 
fon,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law, 
to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that 
we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons ,  and 
becaufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fent  forth  the 
fpirit  oj  his  Jon  into  your  hearts ,  crying,  Abba, 
Father. 

And,  laftly,  the  gofpel  is  a  law  of  liberty, 
as  it  fets  us  free  from  the  power  and  autho- 
rity of  men  in  matters  of  religion  and  con- 
fcience.     The  Jews   were  in  a  fervile   flate, 

not 
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not  only  by  a  multiplicity  of  external  rites Serm. 
which  were  of  undoubted  obligation,  be-  H. 
caufe  God  had  appointed  them  j  but  their 
teachers  fuperadded  to  this  yoke  many  cere- 
monies merely  of  their  own  invention,  and 
impofed  them  on  the  people.  This  they 
carried  fo  far  that  our  Saviour  himfelf  in- 
veighed againft  them  with  great  feverity, 
declaring  that  they  tranfgrefted  the  com- 
mandment of  God,  and  made  it  of  no 
effect  by  their  traditions  ;  and  to  this  pur- 
pofe  he  applies  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Ifaiah,  Matt.  xv.  8.  This  people  drawetb 
nigh  anto  me  with  their  mouth,  and  honour eth 
me  with  their  lips,  but  their  heart  is  far 
from  me -j  but  in  vain  do  they  worfip  me, 
teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of 
men.  The  blefled  author  of  chriftianity  has 
taken  care  to  guard  againft  fuch  an  invafion 
of  his  prerogative  and  the  rights  of  his  dii- 
ciples,  by  eftablifhing  it  as  a  perpetual  law, 
that  no  one  who  is  called  by  his  name,  and 
is  his  profefTed  follower,  mail  at  any  time 
claim  a  legillative  authority  in  his  church, 
Matt,  xxiii.  8.  Be  not  ye  called  Rabbi,  for 
one  is  your  majler  even  Chrijl,  and  all  ye  are 
brethren  \  aud  call  no  man  your  father  upen 
the  earth,  for  one  is  your  father  which  is  in 
beaven.     Neither  be  ye  called  mafler,  for  one 
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Serm. is  your  mafler,  pven  Chrijl.  Do  not  afpire 
II.  to  fuch  a  domination  over  one  another  as 
the  Jewiih  mailers  and  heads  of  fchools  do, 
who  arrogate  a  precedency  and  jurifdiction 
even  in  religious  things  ;  but  it  mail  not  be 
fo  with  you  my  difciples  j  the  firm  bond  of 
your  union,  and  foundation  of  your  mutual 
good  ofTices  to  each  other,  is  your  Uriel  ad- 
herence to  God  your  father,  and  your  head 
and  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus.  It  would  indeed 
be  an  intolerable  bondage  to  have  confeience 
in  fubjection  to  frail  and  fallible  men,  but  it 
is  the  high  privilege  of  ChrifVs  fervants, 
that  they  acknowledge  no  other  lord  but 
himfelf,  and  have  an  unalienable  right  to 
fearch  the  records  of  his  will,  every  one  for 
himfelf,  as  being  only  accountable  to  him. 
I  come  in  the 

Second  place,  to  confider  the  apoftle's  di- 
rection to  chriftians,  that  they  mould  con- 
ftantly  endeavour  to  form  their  whole  con- 
duel:  by  a  refpect  to  the  future  judgment, 
which  will  be  difpenfed  according  to  the 
gofpel,  to  the  law  of  liberty,  fo  [peak  ye,  and 
fo  do,  as  they  who  fliall  be  judged  by  the 
law  of  liberty.  It  ought  never  to  be  ima- 
gined that  the  liberty,  wherewith  Chrift  hath 
made  us  free,  was  intended  to  weaken  the 
obligations  of  our  duty,   or  take  away   the 

binding 
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binding  force  of  the  divine  precepts  which  S  e  r  m. 
are  indifpenfable.   He  came  not  to  deftroy  the      ". 
law,  but  to  fulfil  it ;  and   fo  far  from  dimi- 
nifliinff  the  ftreneth  of  that  motive   which 
is  taken  from  the  future  judgment,  on  the 
contrary,    it    is    eftablifhed    by    the    gofpel, 
which    declares,    that   God  now   commandeth 
all  men  every  where  to  repent,  becaiife  he  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  he    will  judge  the 
world  in  righteoufnejs.      This,    therefore,    at 
kail,  is  a  neceffary  caution   infinuated  in  the 
text    againft   the  abufe  of    chriftian  liberty, 
as  if  it    imported    an    immunity    from    the 
righteous  judgment  of  God:  inftead  of  that, 
the  gofpel  has   explained  the  nature  of  this 
judgment   more  fully,    and   afferted  it  more 
clearly,    declared    the    impartial   equity  and 
the   univerfality  of  it,   with  all  the  circum- 
lfances  which   can  concur  to  render  it  awful 
to  men,  and  induce  them  by  the  expectation 
of  it  to  the   practice  of  religion  and  virtue. 
The   light  of  nature  itfelf,  and  that  work  of 
his  law  which  God  has  written  in  our  hearts, 
directs  us  to  look  for  a  diflribution  of  rewards 
and   puniihments  hereafter,  fince  the  admi- 
niflration    of    providence,     here,    does    not 
mew  fuch  a   difference  between  the  condi- 
tions of  good  and  bad  men,  as  we  cannot  rea- 
fonably   doubt   but   the  wife  and  righteous 

D  4  ruler 
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Serm.  ruler  of  the  world  will  finally  make ;  and 
II.  our  accufing  and  excufing  thoughts  are  the 
prefages  of  that  fentence  which  the  great 
lawgiver  will  pafs  upon  us  according  to  our 
works.  But  the  gofpel  has  afcertained  this 
matter  more  particularly  and  exprefsly  to  all 
who  believe  its  divine  authority,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  numbertefs  pafTages  in  the  Evan- 
gelifts.  And  we  fee  that  St.  Paul,  Rom.  ii. 
14 — 17,  having  mentioned  the  rational  ar- 
guments taken  from  thofe  natural  notices 
God  has  given  of  their  duty  to  all  men, 
adds  in  the  15th  ver.  this  pofitive  exprefs 
declaration,  explaining  the  manner  of  the 
judgment.  In  the  day  when  God  fiall  judge 
the  Jecrets  of  ?nen,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according 
to  my  gofpel.  Not  meaning  that  the  gofpel 
mall  be  the  rule  of  proceeding  with  all  men 
in  the  great  day  of  their  final  accounts,  which 
it  cannot  be,  particularly  with  refpect  to  the 
Gentiles,  who  never  heard  of  chriftianity, 
and  of  whom  he  is  there  particularly  fpeak- 
ingj  but  that  the  gofpel  has  fix'd  it  as  an 
important  article  of  our  belief,  that  God 
will  judge  every  one  of  mankind  by  fefus 
Chriji  according  to  the  law  they  were  un- 
der. 

And,  this   certainly  is  a  very  ftrong  argu- 
ment for  the   practice  of  our   duty  in  every 

particular 
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particular  branch  of  it,  to  which  purpofeSERM. 
the  apoftle  here  improves  it.  It  is  the  II. 
ftrongeft  reafon  why  men  mould  be  careful 
to  obey  all  the  commandments  of  God,  and 
fo  order  all  their  words  and  acftions  as  they 
may  hope  that  they  (hall  be  appro v'd  by  him, 
fince  ail  our  works  fiall  be  brought  into  judg- 
ment^ and  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good  or  bad*-,  and  fince,  as  our  Saviour  has 
taught  us,  by  our  words  we  f:all  be  jujlified, 
and  by  our  words  we  fall  be  condemned ' -j-. 
This  is  a  consideration  which  muft  flrike  the 
mind  of  every  one  who  ferioufly  attends  to  it, 
perfuading  him  to  govern  his  tongue,  and 
to  govern  his  life  religioufly  ;  to  watch  over 
his  whole  behaviour  with  the  utmoft  cir- 
cumfpection,  that  fo  he  may  not  be  afhamed 
before  the  great  Judge  at  his  appearing,  but 
may  have  confidence  towards  him.     But, 

Secondly,  It  would  feem  by  the  connexion 
of  the  apoftle's  difcourfe,  that  he  defign'd 
this  particularly  as  a  motive  to  candor  and 
chanty  in  all  our  deportment  towards  men. 
He  blames  the  Chriltian  fews  for  carrying 
it  fo  partially  as  they  did  towards  their  Fel- 
lows. The  rich  who  came  into  their  affem- 
tyies,  were  treated   with  great  civility,    but 

the 

*  Ecclef,  xii,        f  Matt.  xii.  37. 
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SERM.the  poor  were  defpifed.  This  was  a  very 
II.  faulty  refpect  of  perfons,  unbecoming  re- 
ligions simplicity,  and  contrary  to  that  royal 
law,  as  he  calls  it,  rcer.  8.  Thou  Jhalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.  Certainly  no  one 
can  imagine,  that  the  outward  diftindions  of 
condition  in  this  world  fhould  direct  the 
meafures  of  our  regard  to  our  neighbours : 
according  to  that  law  in  which  our  whole 
duty  to  them  is  comprehended,  iince  the 
poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  partake  of  the  fame 
human  nature,  and  the  fame  gofpel  grace, 
are  united,  by  the  fame  bonds,  in  fine,  are  in 
every  refpect  equally  our  neighbours,  how 
are  we  juftified  in  making  a  difference  ? 
Chanty  is  an  undiiiinguifhing  principle  of 
good  offices  to  all  men,  and  brotherly  kind- 
nefs  the  principle  of  the  fame  good  offices 
to  all  our  fellow  fervants,  and  children  of 
God  our  father,  and  fellow  members  of  the 
body  of  Chrifr..  Indeed,  according  to  the 
religion  of  the  Jews,  it  was  otherwife,  efpe- 
cially  according  to  the  fentiments  which  pre- 
vail'd  among  them  in  the  laft  age  of  that 
difpenfation.  The  ceremonial  law  made  an 
inclofure  which  appropriated  many  of  their 
kind  offices,  and  their  intimate  fellowfhip, 
to  thole  of  their  own  nation.  But,  efpe- 
cially,  their  teachers  carried  this  much  far- 
ther 
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ther  than  ever  the  divine  inftitution  intended,  Serm.' 
for  they  pronounced  men  of  other  nations,      II- 
and  religious  profeffions,  hated  and  accurfed 
of   God  j    therefore,    worthy    not    of    their 
friendly  regard,    but  of  their    averfion    and 
contempt.     Fut  chriitianity  has  taken  away 
all   fuch  distinctions,  and  thofe  restraints  of 
charity,  which  mult  be  difagreeable  to  a  kind 
and  generous  temper  ;  it  gives  full  fcope  to 
the  principle    of  benevolence,    which    may 
now  exert  itfelf  with    an   unconrin'd    free- 
dom,  not   narrow'd  by  kindreds,   particular 
denominations,  and   outward  badges  of  di- 
stinction.    Chrift  died  as  a  propitiation,    not 
for  the  Jews   only,    but   the   whole   world, 
and  gathered  together  into  one,   the  children  of 
God  who  were  jcattered  abroad.     The  gofpel 
being,    therefore,    in   this  refpect,  a  law  of 
liberty,  the   fpirit  becoming  it  is  a  large  and 
generous   one,  an   extenfive  charity,  not   li- 
mited by  thefe  outward  and  partial  conside- 
rations whereby  men  Straiten  the  belt  difpo- 
iitions  of  their  own   nature.     According  to 
the  law  by  which  we  expect  to  be  judged, 
fo  mould  our   tempers  and   our  actions  be. 
If  then,  the  royal  law  of  charity  which  re- 
quires good-will   and  the  proper  exprellions 
of  it  to   all  men,  and  a  hearty  love,  with  a 
peaceable  affectionate  behaviour  towards   all 

men, 
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Serm,  men,  who  in  every  place  call  on  the  name  of 
II.  the  Lord  Jefus,  of  whatever  tongue,  kindred, 
or  nation  they  be,  or  whatever  outward  con- 
dition in  this  world ;  if  this  be  the  rule  of 
judgment,  what  hope  can  profefs'd  chriftians 
have,  what  confidence  towards  their  fupreme, 
righteous  judge,  in  a  partial  and  unmerciful 
diipofirion  ?  Will  the  law  of  liberty  acquit 
us  in  confining  our  charity,  in  appropriating 
our  refpect  to  the  rich,  while  we  defpife  the 
poor,  or  in  making  any  fuch  diftinction,  in- 
deed, any  diflindtion  which  does  not  affect 
the  true  foundations  of  mutual  love.  Nay, 
the  apoftle  adds,  in  the  words  immediately 
following  the  text,  and  as  a  fequel  of  it,  for 
be  Jljall  have  judgment  without  mercy,  who 
hath  JJ:ewed  no  mercy,  and  mercy  rejoiceth 
againft  judgment  j  that  is,  the  man  whofe 
confcience  approves  him  as  impartially  cha- 
ritable and  merciful  in  his  difpofition,  and 
his  whole  converfation,  mail  affure  his  heart 
before  God,  having  confidence  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  future  judgment  and  good 
hope  that  he  mall  not  be  condemned. 

'Thirdly,    There  is   in    the   exhortation  of 
the  text  a  defigned  reference  to  the   univer- 
fality  of  our  obedience,    as  that  only  which 
can  give  us  hope  of  being  acquitted  in  judg- 
ment* 
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ment.  In  the  verfes  immediately  preceeding,  Serm, 
the  apoftle  ftates  the  cafe  of  a  partial  obe-  II. 
dience  to  God's  law,  and  fhews  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  it  to  our  acceptance.  For  whofoever 
ffall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one 
point,  is  guilty  of  all.  For  he  that  faid  do 
not  commit  adultery,  faid  alfo  do  not  kill. 
Now,  if  thou  committefi  no  adultery,  yet  if 
thou  killejl  thou  art  become  a  tranfgrefbr  of 
the  law.  The  reafon  and  the  juftnefs  of  this 
decifion  is  very  plain,  iince  it  is  the  fame 
fupreme  authority  which  has  enjoin'd  all  the 
commandments  of  the  law,  and  forbidden 
all  the  tranfgreffions  of  it,  that  authority  is 
affronted,  and  its  right  violated,  by  difobey- 
ing  any  of  the  commandments,  and  by 
committing  one  tranfgreflion  as  well  as  an- 
other; for  example,  by  murder  as  well  as 
adultery  ;  for  'tis  evident,  that  if  a  refpect 
to  the  will  of  God  governs  the  mind  of  a 
man  in  any  cafe,  it  ought  to  govern  him  in 
all  cafes  where  the  will  of  God  is  equally 
known  j  and  even  where  the  fubftance  of 
an  action  feems  to  be  conformable  to  a  di- 
vine precept,  yet  the  principle  cannot  be 
available  to  a  man's  acceptance  with  God, 
unlefs  there  be  a  conformity  in  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  life  to  all  the  divine  precepts. 
The  fame  temptation,  or  an  equally  ftrong 

one, 
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S  e  r  m.  one,  if  applied,  would  prevail  with  the  Tinner 
**•  to  break  the  whole  law,  or  any  of  its  com- 
mandments, which  actually  prevails  with 
him  in  the  one  point  wherein  he  does  offend. 
Now  what  is  the  confequence  from  all  this  ? 
So  [peak  ye>  and  fo  do,  as  they  that  Jhall  be 
judged  by  the  law  of  liberty.  Let  the  influ- 
ence of  your  profeffed  expectation  of  a  fu- 
ture judgment  by  the  gofpel,  appear  in  the 
whole  of  your  Conduct.,  in  all  your  works 
and  words,  Do  not  imagine,  that  you  fa- 
tisfy  the  obligations  of  your  chriftian  cha- 
racter, or  that  you  can  maintain  the  well- 
grounded  hope  of  divine  acceptance  at  laft 
by  fome  good  actions,  and  abftaining  from 
fome  fins,  unlefs  you  abound  in  every  good 
work,  and  abftain  from  all  kind  and  all  ap- 
pearance of  evil. 

One  reflection  upon  what  has  been  faid, 
is  very  obvious,  and  that  is  all  I  (hall  far- 
ther infiit  upon  at  this  time,  namely,  liberti- 
nifm  in  practife,  or  licencioufnefs  of  life,  is 
fo  far  from  being  included  in,  that  it  is  di- 
rectly contrary  to  chriftian  liberty.  For 
the  apoftle,  when  he  is  mod  ftricily 
preffing  the  obiervance  of  all  God's  com- 
mandments, and  enforcing  it  by  the  molt 
powerful  of  all  confiderations,  the  future 
judgment,  he  gives  the  gofpel  the  cha- 
racter 
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rafter  of  the  law  of  liberty  ;  which  if  it  S  e  r  m. 
were  to  be  underftood  in  this  fenfe,  that  it 
gives  a  licence  to  fin,  would  be  perfectly  in- 
con  fiftent.  Nay,  in  the  words  immediately 
following  the  text,  and  thro'  the  whole  re- 
maining part  of  the  chapter,  he  designedly 
and  largely  proves,  that  we  cannot  be  jufti- 
fied  before  God,  otherwife  than  by  works  of 
righteoufnefs,  or  an  univerial  and  perfevering 
obedience.  There  were  fome  then,  as  there 
have  been  at  other  times,  who  profefTing  the 
gofpel,  expected  to  be  juftified  by  the  faith 
of  it  without  works,  and  tho'  they  indulg'd 
themfelves  in  wicked  courfes,  which  was 
turning  the  grace  of  God  into  a  criminal  li- 
berty, and  into  lafchioiiffiefs,  as  the  Apoflle 
Jude  fpeaks,  and  making  Chriff.  the  minifter 
of  Jin :  but,  St.  fames  mews  the  vanity  of 
fuch  a  pretence,  and  confirms  his  doctrine 
of  J  unification,  or  final  abfolution  in  the 
day  of  judgment,  by  works ;  he  confirms  it, 
I  fay,  by  examples  from  the  Old  Teftament, 
fuch  as  Rabab,  and  the  patriarch  Abraham, 
which  might  be  very  convincing  to  the  Jews 
who  had  gone  into  this  pernicious  Error. 

Let  us  then,  take  care  to  underftand  our 
liberty  aright,  and  that  we  do  not  abufe  it  to 
purpofes  incohfiftent  with  its  true  nature  and 

defign ; 
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S  e  R  M.  defign  j    which  we   may  be   lure   is  alway9 
".•      done,    when   men  take  any  encouragement 
from  it  to  fin  j  to  allow  themfelves  in  any 
works  contrary  to  righteoufnefs,  to  the  fear 
of  God,    to  purity  and   charity.     This  is  a 
point  in  which  the  apoftles  have  taken  great 
care  to  inftrucl:  chriflians.     St.  Paul,  indeed, 
in  his  epiftle  to   the  Galatians,    mews  a  very 
warm  zeal  for  liberty  j  he  could  not  bear  that 
any  encroachment  mould  be  made  upon  it  j 
for  when    falfe   brethren   were  brought  in 
privily,  to  fpie  out  the  liberty  of  chriftians 
in  order  to  enfnare,  and  bi'ing  them  into  bon- 
dage, he  would  ?iot  give  place  by  fubjeclion  fo 
much    as  for    an  hour*.      Nay,    when  the 
apoftle  Peter  thro'  fear  of  the   Jews,    had 
gone  into  a  feparation  upon  the  fcore  of  the 
ceremonies,  requiring  the  obfervance  of  them 
as  a  condition  of  religious  communion,  and 
fo  compelling  the  Gentiles  to  conform  to  the 
cuftoms  of  the  Jews ;  Paul  withitood  him 
to   the    face,    and    he    recommended    it  to 
chriftians,  Chap.  v.  1.  To  Jlandfajl  in  the  li- 
berty wherewith  Chrifl    hath   made  us  free ; 
but  in  the  13th  Verfe,  he  gives  this  neceflary 
caution,  ye  have  been   called  into  liberty,  only 
ufe  not  liberty  for  an  occajkn  to  the  fejh  :  do 

*  Gal.  ii.  5. 

not 
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not  take  a  licence  to  yourfelves  in  any  viciousSerm. 
practices,  nor  indulge  corrupt  affections  ;  H. 
and  let  there  be  no  animoflties,  no  ftrife,  nor 
envying  among  you,  which  will  indeed  fhew 
you  to  be  carnal  and  walk  as  men ;  but  by  love 
ferve  one  another.  To  the  fame  purpofe  he 
warns  the  Corinthians  that  they  fhould  not 
in  the  ufe  of  their  liberty  offend  againft 
charity,  lft  epiftle  viii.  9.  But  take  heed 
leajl  by  any  means  this  liberty  of  yours  become 
a  jlumbling  block  to  them  that  are  weak.  St. 
Peter,  alfo,  earneftly  exhorts  the  converted 
Jews,  not  to  imitate  the  reft  of  their  coun- 
try men  who  committed  great  diforders  un- 
der the  pretence  of  freedom,  ill:  epiftle  ii. 
16,  as  free  and  not  ufmg  your  liberty  for  a 
cloak  of  malicioufnefs,  by  an  obftinate  re- 
fiftance  and  contempt  of  lawful  human  au- 
thority, but  as  the  fervants  of  God. 

Thus  let  us  always  value  our  liberty  as 
a  high  priviledge ;  maintain,  but  not  abufe 
it;  and  live  in  expectation  of  the  future 
judgment ;  being  holy  in  all  manner  of  con- 
verfation  *.  Expecting  the  refurrecJion  of  the 
dead,  both  of  the  ju/l  and  unjuft,  let  us,  after 
the  example  of  the  holy  apoftle,  herein  ex- 
ercife  ourfehcs  to  have  always  confciences 
void  of  offence  towards  God  and  towards  men. 

*  A&s  xxiv.   15,  16. 

Vol.  I.  E  SER- 
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SERMON  III. 

Of  Repentance". 

Matth.  iv.   17. 

Repent,  for    the    kingdom   of   heaven    is   at 
ha?td. 

TH  E  kingdom  of  Heaven,  or  the 
kingdom  of  God,  does  ufually  in 
the  New-Teftament,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  difcourfes  of  our  Saviour  him- 
felf,  fignify  the  gofpel  ftate,  that  glorious 
model  formed  in  the  divine  counfels  for  re- 
covering finful  men  to  their  duty,  and  re- 
floring  them  to  the  favour  of  God.  The 
Deity  has  a  fupreme  unalienable  right  to  our 
obedience,  which  necefTarily  refults  from  our 
relation  to  him  as  the  workmanfhip  of  his. 
hands,  endued  with  thofe  powers  which 
render  us  capable  of  knowing  and  doing 
his  will,  continually  depending  on  him,  and 
receiving  favours  from  him.  But  when 
mankind  had  corrupted  their  ways,  and 
fallen  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God,  it  pleafed 

him 
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him  by  a  particular  interpofition  to  favour$ERM. 
fome  of  them  with  a  pofitive  revelation  of  HI. 
his  will,  to  reclaim  them  from  their  errors 
and  lead  them  in  the  way  to  happinefs. 
For  this  end  was  the  conftitution  of  Ifrael 
form'd,  which  is  iignificantly  and  juftly 
calied  a  Theocracy  j  God  himfelf  was  King, 
the  laws  were  given  by  him,  nay,  and  he  kept 
in  his  own  hand  the  lafr.  refort  of  power  in  the 
execution.  The  people  under  that  form  of 
divine  government,  were  the  fpecial  favourites 
of  heaven  ;  God  himfelf  call'd  them  a  chofen 
nation  to  him,  a  peculiar  treafure,  a  kingdom 
of  priejis,  and  our  Saviour  tells  us  that  fal- 
<vatio?i  was  of  the  Jews.  But  whatever  the 
fpecial  reafons  might  be,  taken  from  the 
genius  of  that  people  and  the  circumftances 
of  the  time,  there  was  in  that  ceconomy  a 
great  mixture  of  ceremony  and  external 
pomp,  which  rendered  it  imperfect,  and  un- 
fit to  anfwer  the  more  extenfive  purpofes  of 
that  grace,  defigned  for  mankind  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  time  :  And  therefore  it  mull  give  way 
to  a  better  conftitution,  a  new  kingdom  of 
grace,  which  God  erected  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  his  fon,  to  be  wifely  and  gracioufly 
adminiftred  by  him,  for  turning  the  difobe- 
dient  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juj}^  reducing  to  their 
duty  the  rebellious,  not  of  one,  but  of  all 
E  2  nations 
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Serm.  nations  to  whom  it  mould  be  publifhed  with- 
III.  out  uiftinction,  and  fo  bringing  many  to 
""V~"  J  glory.  If  is  the  excellency  of  this  laft  and 
be«  fcheme,  that  it  propoies  the  firft  great 
principles  of  religion,  with  an  admirable 
plainnefs,  it  gives  fuch  instructions  concern- 
ing the  Deity,  his  moral  perfections  and  his 
providence,  and  concerning  the  obligations 
and  duties  of  morality,  that  is,  of  piety, 
temperance,  righteoufnefs,  and  charity,  as 
are  moft  anfwerable  to  the  natural  fentiments 
of  mankind,  and  which  our  own  hearts, 
if  we  ferioufly  attend  to  them,  cannot  but 
approve  ;  it  prefcribes  fuch  a  pure,  fimple, 
and  reafonable  worfhip  as  is  worthy  of  God 
to  accept,  and  of  men  to  perform  j  it  de- 
clares thefe  terms  of  acceptance,  accomo- 
dated to  the  frailty  of  our  prefent  ftate,  and 
the  confeious  fenfe  we  have  of  guilt,  which 
gives  the  greater!:  encouragement  to  finners 
who  are  willing  to  reform  their  lives  and 
return  to  their  duty,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
lays  them  under  the  greateft  and  moft  in- 
difpenfable  necefllty  of  reforming  j  and  it 
enforces  our  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  and  by  the  moft 
powerful  motives,  having  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light,  and  declared,  that  God 
has  *  appointed  a  day  wherein  he  will  judge 

*  A&s  xvii.  31. 
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the  world  in  righteoufiiefs  by  that  man,  whom  Serm. 
he  hath  ordained ;  whereof  he  hath  given  affu-     m* 
ranee  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raifed  him 
from  the  dead. 

This  is  that  kingdom  of  heaven  which  our 
lord  fays  in   my  text  was  then  at  hand,    it 
was  begun  to   be  erected,  and  the  model  of 
it  would  foon  be  compleated ;  and  that  men 
might  be  the  qualified  approved  fubjecls  of 
it,  and  entitled  to.  the  great  falvation  it  pro- 
pofes,  he  exhorts  them  to  repent.     I  fhall  at 
this  time,  firfi,    coniider  the  duty  of  repen- 
tance, and  then,  lay  before  you  fome  motives 
to  the  practice  of  it.     Surely,    this,    if  any 
thing    in   chriftianity,    is   of  importance  to 
men.     The  whole  ftrain  of  the   New  Tef- 
tament  mews  it  to  be  of  abfolute   neceflity, 
The  moil  important  confequences  depend  up- 
on it.  The  great  author  of  our  religion  has  told 
m  that*  except  we  repent  we  jt jail  perifi.  Af- 
ter the  refurrection  of  Chrift,    the  apoftles 
filled  with  the  holy   ghoft,  preffed  it  upon 
men  in  this  manner,  repent  and  be  converted^ 
that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  cut,  Acts  iii.   19. 
The  great  doctrines  of  chriftianity,    which 
are  declared  to  be  of  its  very  efTence,  do  all 
point  to  it  as  their  proper  improvement.  The 
death  of  Chrift  is  reprefented  as  calling  upon 
us  to  be  crucified  with  him,    to  mortify  the 

*  Luke  xiii.  3. 
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S  e  r  m.  deeds  of  the  body,  and  to  be  renewed  in  the 
:rit  of  our  minds,  that  is  to  repent.  And 
that  future  judgment  which  God  has  appoint- 
ed, and  the  declaration  and  affurance  of 
which  is  a  peculiar  glory  of  the  gofpel, 
ftrongly  enforces  the  fame  exhortation.  Thefe 
confiderations  will,  I  hope,  engage  your  at- 
tention to  that  firft  and  great  inftruction  which 
our  Saviour  gave  to  the  world. 

The  original  word  which  is  generally 
u fed  in  the  New  Teftament  for  repentance, 
does  properly  fignify  a  change  of  mind,  and 
very  agreeable  it  is  to  the  nature  of  the 
thing  j  for  that  religious  repentance  which 
God  ihjoins,  and  peremptorily  infills  on  as 
the  condition  of  forgiven efs,  and  our  obtain- 
ing his  favour,  is  a  change  of  our  difpofitions 
from  evil  to  good,  and  as  the  genuine  fruit 
of  it,  the  amendment  of  our  lives.  The 
gofpel  fuppofes  men  to  have  universally 
finned  and  come  fort  of  the  glory  of  God, 
nay,  it  declares  that  thofe  to  whom  the 
great  falvation  was  firft  offered,  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  were  very  corrupt.  Among 
the  Jews  religion  had  degenerated  into 
empty  form,  and  trifling  ceremonies  were 
fubffituted  in  the  place  of  fubftantial  god- 
linefs  and  virtue.  Under  a  fpecious  mew 
of   outward   fandtity    was    covered    reigning 
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impiety,  pride,  and  covetoufnefs.  TheSERM. 
heathen  were  deep  funk  in  all  manner  of  HI. 
wickednefs,  in  adultery,  fornication,  lafci- 
vioufnefs,  revelling,  drunkennefs>  unnatural 
contentions  and  animoiities.  Such  were  the 
perfons  whom  Chriffc  and  his  apoftles  called 
to  repent,  that  is,  to  change  their  inclina- 
tions and  tempers,  to  unlearn  their  vitious 
habits,  to  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  amend?ne?it 
of  life,  to  become  lovers  of  God  and  men,  to 
worflnp  God  in  fpirit  and  truth,  to  be  fober, 
patient,  meek,  humble,  juft,  and  mer- 
ciful. 

This  is  what  the  firft  teachers  of  chriftia- 
nity  mean  by  repentance,  which  they  fo 
earnestly  and  frequently  inculcate,  and  they 
fometimes  reprefent  it  by  different  notion?, 
but  which  amount  to  the  fame  thing  in  ef- 
fect ;  as,  by  converjion  to  God,  that  is, 
whereas  men  were  in  a  vile  fubjeclion  to  fine 
ferving  diverfe  lufts  and  pleafures,  they  re- 
nounce the  tyrannical  ufurpation  of  thofe 
other  lords  who  have  had  dominion  over  them, 
and  yield  tbemfelves  to  God  as  their  only 
rightful  Lord,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to 
keep  his  Commandments.  Sometimes  it  is 
reprefented  under  the  images  of  a  new  crea- 
tion, and  a  refurreSiion  or  revival from  death 
which  fignify  that  important  moral  change  in 

E  4.  the 
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SERM.the  tempers  and  manners  of  men,  when, 
II J.  from  a  doleful  depravity,  wherein  reafon  and 
confcience,  and  all  the  beft  fentiments  and 
affections  of  human  nature,  feem  to  be  loft 
or  afleep,  and  all  the  defigns  and  purfuits  of 
men  are  directed  by  felfifh  inferior  appetites, 
or  contracted  vitious  propenfities,  when,  I  fay 
from  this  wretched  degeneracy  they  are  re- 
covered to  the  love  and  practice  of  the  things 
that  are  pure,  and  true,  and  jufl,  and  vene- 
rable, and  virtuous  ;  to  feck  the  things  that 
are  above,  to  approve  the  good  and  acceptable, 
and  pcrfeB  will  of  God,  and  to  walk  in  new- 
nefs  of  life.  Thefe  reprefentations  (hew  the 
efficacy  of  the  gofpel  and  the  grace  of  God, 
for  effecting  fuch  a  change  in  men ;  but  as 
it  is  all  a  voluntary  change,  wherein  their 
own  natural  powers  actively  exert  themfelves, 
the  whole  is  comprehended  under  the  duty 
of  Repentance.  Still  it  is  to  be  remember'd, 
that  the  eflence  of  repenting,  confnts  in  pre- 
vailing good  inclinations,  contrary  to  the 
evil  ones  which  had  the  afcendant  before, 
and  good  works  directly  oppofite  to  thofe 
wicked  ones  of  which  finners  had  been 
guilty.  Thus,  "John  Baptifl  who  firft  de- 
clared the  coming  of  God's  kingdom,  and 
taught  the  doctrine  of  repentance  for  the 
remiifion  of  fins,    when,    having  in  general, 
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exhorted  his  hearers  to  repent,   they  afked  Serm, 
him  more  particularly  what  he  meant  by  it,     II L 
and  what  he  would  have  them  to  do,    ex- 
plains it  thus,    Luke  iii.    from   ver.   11.  ac- 
commodating his  exhortation  to  their  various 
circumftances ;    the  common  people  he  di- 
rected,   inftead  of  outward  ceremonies  and 
forms,  in   which  the  religion  of  that  time 
chiefly    conflfted,    to    abound   in   works   of 
fubftantial  piety  and  charity,    and  to  give  out 
of  their  plenty  for  the  relief  of  their  indi- 
gent fellow-creatures  j  the  collectors  of  taxes, 
called  Publicans,     he   exhorted  to   perform 
what  was  given  them  in  charge  juftly  and 
mercifully,    never  extorting  from  any  man 
more  than  what  the  due  and  faithful  dis- 
charge   of    their    trull:    required  5    and   the 
foldiers,  that  they  fhould  not  behave  them- 
felves  infolently  and  oppremvely,  but  be  con- 
tent with  their  wages.     This  was  the  Baptift's 
doctrine  of  repentance,  and  it  may  very  ea- 
fily,  by  parity  of  reafons,  be  applied  to  all 
the   various    relations,    circumftances,     and 
conditions  in  human  life.      In  general,    let 
men  forfake  their  wicked  ways  and  unrighte- 
ous doings,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  practicing 
the  virtues  which  are  contrary  to  their  former 
vices.     And  in  particular,  Let  him  that  jlole, 
Jlealno  more;  let  him  that  has  been  covetous, 

break 
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Serm.  break  off  his  fins  by  f jewing  mercy  to  the 
III.  poor',  let  the  lewd  and  voluptuous  become 
chafte  and  temperate  5  the  wrathful  and 
contentious  put  on  bowels  of  mercies ',  humble- 
nefs  of  7nindi  forbearing  and  forgiving  the 
weak  and  the  injurious;  in  fine,  let  us  *  put 
off  the  old  man  which  is  corrupt  according  to 
the  deceitful  lufts,  and  put  on  the  new  man, 
which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefs 
and  true  holinefs.  All  the  facred  writers  with 
one  confent,  continually  urge  men  to  this, 
as  the  only  effectual  way  to  obtain  reconcilia- 
tion with  God,  and  the  remiffion  of  all 
their  fins.  The  prophets  under  the  Old 
Teftament  infifl  upon  it  as  well  as  Chriffc  and 
his  apoftles,  affuring  the  Jews,  that  without 
it  all  their  facrifices  and  other  external  rites 
would  be  unavailable  to  their  acceptance 
with  God  ;  that  indeed  God  was  ready  to 
forgive  their  iniquities ;  though  t\\e\vfins  were 
as  fcarletj  and  red  like  crimfon,  he  would 
make  them  white  as  fnow  and  wool-,  but  it  is 
upon  the  condition  of  their  wafoing  and 
making  them  clean,  putting  away  the  evil  of 
their  doings,  ceafing  to  do  evil,  and  learning 
to  do  well\\.  No  more  taking  pleafure  in 
their  former  finful  courfes,  rigoroufly  exact- 
ing the  labours  and  fervices  of  the  poor,  and 
*  Ephef.  iv.  22,  24.        ||  Ifaiah  i.  16.  18. 
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grinding    their    faces    by    opprefiion,    but  Serm. 
dealing  their  bread  to  the  hungry \  and  c loath-     !"• 
ing  the  naked  \\:  in  fhort,  exercifing  themfelves 
univerfally  in   the  works  of  true  piety  and 
righteoufnefs.     Sorrow  for  fin,  and  what  is 
called  contrition,  humiliation  for  having  of- 
fended God,    and  perverted  that    which  is 
right  5  the  confeffing  of  our  iniquities  with 
fhame  and  grief,  and  pious  virtuous  inclina- 
tions,   a  defire  to   become  holy  as  God  is 
holy ;  all  thefe  are  necefTary  to  repentance, 
but  it  is  a  fatal  miftake  to  imagine,    that  it 
efTentially  confifts,  and  is  compleated  in  any, 
or  all  of  them ;    or,  that  any  thing  will  be 
accepted  without  what  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, a  thorough  and  effectual  forfaking  all 
fin,  and  turning  to  God,    and  to  the  practice 
of   our  duty,    univerfally.      Thefe  prepara- 
tory exercifes  and  difpofitions  of  the  mind, 
arife  from  the  reafon  of  things,  and  the  very 
frame  of  our  nature.     As  repentance  is  the 
rational  exercife  of  the  foul,  wherein  its  in- 
tellectual and  a6tive  powers  are  deliberately 
employed,    what    firft  and  naturally  occurs 
to  the  reflecting  thoughts  of  a  penitent,  is, 
his  former  conduct ;  and  he  cannot  review  it 
otherwife  than   with  an   ingenuous   remorfe 
and   felf- abhorrence.     When  a  Man  con  fi- 
ll Ifa.  Iviii.  7. 
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S  e  R  m.  ders  that  he  has  done  wrong,  it  is  impoffible 
III.  to  avoid  a  deep  concern  ;  for  it  is  the  higheft 
pleafure  to  be  juftified  to  ourfelves,  and  the 
reproaches  of  a  felf-accufing  heart  are  mofl 
painful ;  and  this  is  the  beft  and  molt  effec- 
tual prefervative  from  a  relapfe  into  former 
follies.  *  Sorrow  after  a  godly  fcrty  as  the 
apofiie  favs,  is  naturally  productive  of  fear, 
and  zeal,  and  carefulnefs ;  fear  of  offending 
God  for  the  future,  a  zeal  and  care  to  pleafe 
him  in  all  things.  And  as  this  is  the  true  foun- 
dation of  repentance,  that  it  may  be  firm 
and  liable,  nothing  is  more  neceffary  for  us 
to  attend  to,  than  that  our  forrow  be  of  the 
kind  I  juft  now  mentioned,  after  a  godly 
fort.  There  may  be  a  grief  even  for  fin, 
which  is  of  another  character  ;  that  is,  when 
the  penal  and  pernicious  confequences  of  it 
only  are  confidered,  efpecially,  the  difgrace 
and  the  miferies  to  which  it  expofes  finners 
in  this  world.  Such  a  forrow  is  really  no 
more  than  a  painful  fenfe  of  natural  evil  or 
unhappinefs  j  and  if  fin  is  only  confidered, 
as  the  occafion  of  that,  without  entering  into 
its  moral  deformity,  we  can  never  imagine 
that  forrow  arifing  thence,  has  any  thing  in 
it  of  that  ingenuous  remorfe  which  is  accept- 
able to  God  j    or  that  it  will  produce,  or  in- 

*  2  Cor.  vii.  9 — 1 1. 
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deed  at  all  tends  to,  a  real  amendment.     But,  Serm. 
the  mind  that  grieves  after  a  godly  fort  dwells     UL 
.on  the  confideration  of  fin  as  it  is  in  itfelf, 
and  in  the  lights  wherein  the  fcripture  fets 
it  j  it  confiders  moral  evil  as  an  error,   as  un- 
becoming the  rational  nature,  as  a  deviation 
from  the  eternal  and  unchangeable  meafures 
of  right,    as   orTenfive   to,    and    difapproved 
by,  the  beft   of  all  beings,  as  ingratitude   to 
a  benefactor  who  continually  loads   us  with 
his  favours,  and  exerciies  towards  us  the  moil 
amazing    patience   and   tender   companion ; 
to   all    which   the   gofpel    adds,    that   moft 
powerful  motive  taken  from  the  death  and 
paflion  of  Chrift.     Our  glorious    redeemer 
was,  as  the  prophet  fpeaks  of  him,  a  man 
of  for toic >s  and  acquainted  with  grief  'J-  and 
after  a  life  of  deep  humiliation,  poverty  and 
contempt,  endured  a  moft  ignominious  and 
painful   death.     And,    when   we  remember 
that  he  fuffered  and  paft  through  all  his  fcenes 
of  grief  for  our  fakes,  that  he  might  redeem 
us  from  all  our  iniquities,  and  purify  to  him- 
felf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works  *  $ 
and  finally  bring  us   to  the   pofTeffion  of  an 
eternal  reft  and  blefTednefs  in  heaven ;  when 
I  fay,  all  this  is  confidered,  it  muft  be  a  hard 
heart  that  does  not  relent,    that  can  look  to 

1  Ifa.  liii.  3.         *  Titus  ii.  14. 
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S  e  R  m.  him  that  was  pierced  for  our  fins,    and  not 
III.     mourn  and  be  in  bitternefs. 

It  is  likewife  very  natural  for  men  con- 
vinced, and  fenfibly  affected  with  the  re- 
membrance of  their  tranfgrefiions,  to  confers 
them  to  God  whom  they  have  offended. 
Nature  dictates  a  way  of  exprefling  our  for- 
rowSj  and  reafon  tells  us  that  forrow  for  in- 
juries done,  mould  be  uttered  in  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  perfon  injured.  We  are 
very  ready  to  expect  and  demand  it  when  ' 
wrong  is  done  us,  and  can  we  queftion  the 
equity  of  paying  it  when  our  hearts  tells  us 
we  have  done  wrong;  efpecially,  this  ho- 
mage is  due  to  the  fupreme  being,  when  we 
have  affronted  and  provoked  him  by  violating 
his  righteous  laws.  The  confeffion  of  fin 
is  a  reproaching  ourfelves  in  the  bitternefs  of 
our  fpirits,  as  polluted  by  the  mod  naufeous 
and  loathfome  thing,  which  we  can  no 
longer  bear.  It  is,  as  the  fcripture  fpeaks, 
taking  to  curfches  fiame,  and  confu/ion  of 
face,  and  juftifying  God  whom  our  tranf- 
greflions  difhonoured,  making  a  folemn  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  reafonablenefs  of  his 
laws,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  fentence 
which  he  has  pronounced  againit  the  evil 
deeds  of  men.  At  the  fame  time,  it  gives 
glory  to  his  mercy  and  the  truth  of  his  pro- 
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mife,  that  he  will  pardon  iniquity ',  tranf-  Serm.' 
grejjion,  and  Jin  j  the  hope  of  which,  far  III. 
from  leffening  the  malignity  of  fin,  in  the  view 
of  a  penitent,  it  increafes  it  rather,  as  the 
prophet  fays,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Ezekiel  xvi.  63.  Thou  ftjalt  remember ',  and 
be  aJJjamed  and  confounded^  and  never  open  thy 
mouth,  becaufe  of  thy  Jfcame,  when  I  am 
pacified  towards  thee  for  all  that  thou  haft  done. 
For  thefe  reafons,  the  confeflion  of  fin  is 
often  enjoin'd  in  fcripture,  and  great  promi- 
fes  are  made  to  the  fincere  perfomance  of  it ; 
yet  the  ftrefs  is  not  laid  on  the  performance 
itfelf,  but  the  value  of  it  depends  on  its  ten- 
dency to  a  reformation,  which,  chiefly,  is 
well-pleafing  to  God. 

The  refult  will  certainly  be  a  change  of 
mind  and  affections  from  evil  to  good,  a 
difpofition  to  alter  our  courfe  of  action  ;  for 
it  is  altogether  an  inconfiftent  fuppofition, 
that  we  fhould  be  forry  for  having  offended, 
and  acknowledge  it  with  fhame,  at  the  fame 
time  refolving  that  we  will  continue  in  the 
fame  courfe.  But  ftill  all  thefe  are  only  pre- 
parations for  repentance,  it  is  not  finiih'd  in 
them.  It's  true  characteristic  is  a  deliberate 
and  refolved  change  of  temper  and  behaviour ; 
a  firm  purpofe  of  amendment  thoroughly  exe- 
cuted} refolving  to  keep  God's  righteous  judg- 
ments, 
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Serm,^^,  and  immediately  entering  upon  the 
HI-  actual  performance  of  it  j  no  more  fafiioning 
ourfelves  according  to  the  former  lufls  in  igno- 
rance, but  as  he  that  hath  called  us  is  holy, 
becoming  holy  in  all  manner  of  conver- 
fation  *. 

To   convince  us  of  this,  which  I  take  to 
be  a  point  of  very  great  moment ;   let  us,  firjl, 
confider  the  exprefs  declarations  of  fcripture 
concerning  it.     The  apoftle  Paul  difcourling 
of  godly  forrow,    (and  certainly   none   can 
have  a  better  character,  it  comprehends  every 
good  qualification  of  forrow  for  fin)  fays  \,  it 
worketh  repentance  unto  fahation  not  to  be  re- 
pented of;    not  that  it  is  repentance  unto  fal- 
vation,    for  he   maketh  a  plain  difference  as 
between  the  means  and  the  end  ;    the  occa- 
fion  or  preparation  and  the  effect:.     Befides, 
in  a  great  many  other  paflages,    a  pious  and 
virtuous   life,    a  perfevering   obedience  and 
patient    continuance    in    well  doifig,     is   the 
condition  of  our  obtaining  eternal  life  j  which 
indeed  is  contained  in  repentance,  but  not  in 
forrow,    confeffion  of  fin,    or  good  inclina- 
tions.    On  the  othe*r  hand,  a  vitious  cha- 
racter   and     wicked   behaviour,    difqualifies 
men    for  the  kingdom   of  God,    whatever 
their  griefs,    humiliations,    and  pious  defires, 

*  1  Pet.  i.  15.        f  2  Cor.  vii.  10. 
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and  purpofes  may  be.  The  \  adulterer ;  the Serm, 
Jbrcerer,  the  ra'iler,  the  covetous ,  the  drunk-  JU« 
#r*/,  yZw//  «#/  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God, 
tho'  they  mould  often  with  deep  humility 
and  regret  confefs  their  fins,  and  in  their  con- 
feffions  and  griefs  incline  and  refolve  to  alter 
their  courfe  of  life  j  yet  they  do  it  not,  but 
it  happens  to  them  according  to  the  proverb, 
as  St.  Peter  expreffes  it,  ||  The  dog  is  turned 
to  his  own  vomit  again ;  and  the  fow  that  was 
wafied,  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire. 

I  think  no  attentive  perfon  can  doubt  but 
this  is  the  doctrine  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
upon  the  head  of  repentance  -,  at  leaft,  that 
a  virtuous  courfe  of  life,  ordering  our  con- 
ver fat  ions  aright,  being  undefiled  in  the  way, 
walking  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  doing  no 
iniquity,  and  keeping  God's  precepts  diligently, 
is  abfolutely  and  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
our  being  blefTed  in  enjoying  the  favour  of 
God.  It  is  a  wonder  that  any  chrutians 
fhould  have  gone  into  other  fentiments,  fome 
even  in  {peculation  and  opinion,  many  more 
in  the  fecret  fond  prefumption  of  their  hearts, 
not  fupported  by  any  avowed  principle,  ima- 
gining that  humiliation,  and  contrition,  and 
ineffectual  purpofes  of  amendment,  would 
at  laft  be  fufficient  to  their  acceptance  with 

t  1  Cor,  vi.  9.         ||  2  Pet.  ii.  22. 
Vol.  I.  F  God, 


66  Of  Repentance. 

S  e  r  m.  God.  If  it  were  true,  that  repentance  con- 
"!•  fifts  in  thefe  things,  yet  is  it  not  evident  from 
a  multitude  of  fcripture  declarations,  indeed 
from  the  intire  {train  of  them,  that  a  good 
life  according  to  the  mercy  of  the  gofpel  co- 
venant, that  is,  fincerely  prevailing,  though 
imperfect  holinefs  in  all  manner  of  conver- 
fation,  is  the  condition  of  eternal  life  ?  and 
therefore  to  underftand  the  gofpel  confidently, 
we  muft  conclude,  that  either  repentance  is 
not  fufficient  of  itfelf,  to  entitle  to  forgive- 
nefs  and  acceptance  with  God,  or  a  perfeve- 
ring  conformity  to  the  divine  law  is  included 
in  it,  which  feems  to  be  the  jufter  expli- 
cation. 

But,  we  may  be  farther  fatisfled,  that  re- 
pentance, as  the  term  of  forgivenefs  and  re- 
conciliation to  God,  docs  not  confift  wholly 
in  thefe  particulars  already  mentioned,  by 
trufting  to  which  many  deceive  themfelves  ; 
we  may,  I  fay,  be  fatisfled  of  this,  by  con- 
fidering  the  reafon  of  the  thing ;  for,  in 
the  jirfl  place,  it  cannot  be  reafonably 
thought  that  God  has  any  delight  in  the  for- 
row  of  his  creatures,  meerly  for  its  own 
fake,  becaufe,  that  is  contrary  to  his  perfect 
goodnefs,  which  takes  pleafure  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  beings  who  are  capable  of  it ; 
and  the  fcripture  tells  us,  that  he  delights  in 
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the  profperity  and  joy  of  his  fervants.     KSerm. 
we  could  at  all  fuppofe  that  the  griefs  of  fin-     III. 
ners   are  pleating  to  the  Deity  as  feparated 
from  the  proper  effect  of  them  in  their  re- 
formation ;  then  ftill  the   more  intenfe  their 
griefs  are,  the  more  pleafing  they  would  be, 
and  confequently  the  hopelefs  anguifh  of  the 
accurfed  objects  of  his  wrath,  would,  as  be- 
ing the  bittereft  and  the  moil  painful,  be  the 
moft     acceptable,     the     howlings     of    the 
damned  be  more  grateful  in   his  ears,  than 
the  ingenuous   mournings    of  the   penitent, 
which  every  one  will  judge  to    be  abfurd. 
Let  us  put  the  cafe  of  a  human  fuperior  who 
has  bowels  of  compamon  ;  will  he  take  any 
pleafure  in  the  forrows  of  an  offending  fub- 
ject  any  farther  than  as  they  are  the  falutary 
prefages  of  amendment  ?    Will  a  father  de- 
light in  the  piercing  griefs  of  his  child,  or 
even  a  judge  in  the  affliction  of  a  malefactor  ? 
No  otherwife,  certainly,  than  as  their  future 
obedience    may    be    thereby   fecured.      We 
ought  not,  then,  to  think  that  the  beft  of 
all   beings,    the   moft  merciful  father  even  of 
his  prodigal  children,  the  moft  companionate 
judge,    who  does  not  afflict  willingly,    nor 
grieve    the    children   of  men,    will    regard 
with  pleafure  and   approbation,  the  deepeft 
forrows   and  humiliations  of  finners  on  any 

F  2  other 
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Serm. other  account,  than  as  they  are  means  in 
III.  order  to  the  end  which  he  certainly  approves, 
the  bettering  of  their  hearts,  and  reforming 
their  converfations  j  and  therefore  we  muft. 
conclude,  that  the  repentance  which  God 
accepts  is  not  confummated,  nor  principally 
confifts,  in  forrow  for  fin. 

'  Secondly,  The  fame  judgment  is  to  be 
made  of  confeffion,  in  which  our  penitence 
muft  not  reft,  nor  will  God  approve  it  unlefs 

'it  end  in  the  forfaking  of  fin  ;  which  Solomon 
comprehends  in  the  condition  of  our  obtain- 
ing mercy.  Prov.  xxviii.  13.  He  that  co- 
<vereth  his  Jm,  jlwll  not  pro/per,  but  ivhofo 
confejfeth  and  forfaketh  JJjall  have  mercy.  I 
do  not  fpeak  here  only  of  a  formal  acknow- 
ledgment in  words,  which  without  the  fin- 
cere  and  ingenuous  contrition  of  the  heart, 
cannot  be  plealing  to  God,  for  it  is  hypo- 
erify  ;  but,  let  us  fuppofe  it  ever  fo  ferious, 
and  accompanied  with  the  deepefl  remorfe 
and  felf- abafement,  it  is  only  fo  far  valuable 
as  it  terminates  in  holinefs  of  heart  and  life. 
Conlider  how  we  would  judge  in  a  parallel 
cafe  of  our  own.  Suppofe  a  child,  a  fer- 
vant,  a  friend,  or  a  neighbour,  is  guilty  of  a 
trefpafs,  and  makes  profeffion  of  grief  for  it ; 
humanity  and  chriftian  charity  require  us  to 

forgive 
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forgive  the  wrong  j  but  it  is  always  taken  for  S  e  r  m. 
granted,  that  the  injurious  fhall  not  relapfe  HI. 
into  his  former  offences,  but  that  his  future 
conduct  fhall  be  juft,  refpe&ful,  and  obli- 
ging ;  when  it  happens  otherwife,  and  the 
conduct  continues  uninfluenced,  and  as  bad 
as  before,  a  repetition  in  that  cafe  of  fuch 
fruitlefs  profelTions  is  in  itfelf  offenlive,  and 
rather  ferves  to  heighten  the  provocation  ; 
and,  if  it  be  fo,  we  cannot  but  imagine  that 
God  will  count  it  an  indignity,  if  his  finful 
creatures  treat  him  after  the  fame  manner  > 
if  after  many  provocations,  they,  in  order 
to  obtain  his  favour,  only  make  a  confelTion 
of  their  guilt,  and  inftead  of  forfaking  their 
evil  ways,  return  to  them  again. 

And,  in  the  lafi  place,  the  difpofitions 
and  purpofes  of  the  mjnd  will  be  unavail- 
able, and  are  not  true  repentance  unlefs  they 
are  followed  with  a  fuitable  practice.  Let 
us  judge  in  this  cafe  as  we  do  in  all  others 
concerning  the  abilities  the  qualities,  the  ac- 
complifhments,  natural  and  moral,  of  the 
human  foul.  Reafoa itfelf,  the  diftinguifhing 
excellence  of  our  nature,  is  difcovered  only 
by  our  conducl ;  if  a  creature  in  human 
fhape  mould  fhow  by  its  actions  no  other 
faculties  than  thofe  which  belong  to  the 
brutal   kind,    it  could  not  be  acknowledged 

F  3  to 
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Serm.Io  be  of  our  fpecies.     But,   particularly,  in 
***■     determining  characters  and  qualities  of  men, 
we  have  always  a  recourfe  to  their  behaviour. 
Thus    we   diflinguiih  between  a   wife    man 
and   a  fool,    between  jufl  and    unjuft,    be- 
tween    grateful     and     ungrateful,     between 
a    friend    and    an    enemy  ;      for    thefe    are 
never  confidered  as,    nor   indeed  are  they  in 
their   own    nature,    idle,    unaclive    qualities, 
refting   in    the    mind.       Difpoiitions   are    in 
order  to  action,  and  have  a  neceflary  relation 
to    it,     particular     difpofitions    to    particular 
courfes  of  action,  and  without  them,  are  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes  to  be  confidered  as  if 
they  had  no  being. 

After  the  fame  manner  let  us  judge  of  re- 
pentance,   confidered  as  a  difpolition  in  the 
mind.     To  what  is  it  a  difpofition  ?  furely 
to  obedience,  to  the  exprefhons  of  love  and 
gratitude  to    God    and  hatred  of  fin,    to   a 
courfe  of  action  oppofite  to  the  former  which 
is    now   repented    of.      Without  that   obe- 
dience, therefore,    thofe  expreflions  of  love 
and  gratitude  to  God,  and  hatred  of  fin,  and 
without  that  change  of  our  courfe  of  action, 
it  muft  be  accounted  empty  and  void.     The 
iinner  very  well  knows  how  his  former  dif- 
poiitions, he  now  pretends  to  repent  of,  and 
to  hav.e  changed,    exerted  themfelves  j  they 

were 
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were  not  unadlive,    they  produced  a  multi- Serm, 
tude  of  tranfgreffions,   not  in  thought  only,     HI. 
but  in  word  and  deed  ;  and  fhall  not  his  now 
contrary  repenting   difpofitions,    inclinations, 
and  purpofes,  exert  themfelves  in   the  con- 
trary works  ? 

But,  let  us  lay  ever  fo  great  fixefs  on  all 
thefe  particulars  which  are  ingredients  in  re- 
pentance, or  rather  preparations  for  it,  and 
tendencies  towards  it,  on  forrows  for  fin, 
deep  contrition,  confeffions  and  pious  dif- 
pofitions, religious  inclinations  and  purpo- 
ses, let  us  even  make  the  fuppofition,  that 
the  efTence  of  repentance  were  in  them,  this 
important  queftion  will  remain,  how  does 
their  fincerity  appear  ?  It  is  an  acknowledg'd 
principle,  that  nothing  called  religion  can  be 
acceptable  to  the  Deity,  let  it  be  faith,  re- 
pentance, obedience,  charity,  or  whatfoever 
virtue  or  good  work  fo  called,  it  cannot,  I 
fay,  be  acceptable  without  being  fincere. 
Now,  let  any  one  judge  whether  there  can 
be  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  any  evidence, 
without  good  works,  or  fruits  meet  for  the 
amendment  of  life,  as  the  fcripture  calls 
them,  of  thefe  inward  difpofitions  and  af- 
fections, religious  inclinations  and  purpofes, 
or  of  godly  forrow  for  fin,  or  any  fatisfying 
F  4  evidence 
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Ser  m.  evidence  that  men  are  fincere  in  confefling 
HI.     their  fins. 

Nay,  upon  the  unhappy  fuppofition  that 
our  repentance  is  thus  imperfect,  that  we 
are  forry  for  our  fins,  confefs  them,  and 
purpofe  to  reform,  without  actually  reform- 
ing ;  our  guilt  is  thereby  greatly  aggravated, 
and  the  feparation  between  us  and  our  God, 
which  our  iniquities  have  made,  is  in- 
creafed.  I  do  not  now  put  the  cafe  of  in- 
fincerity,  which  is  always  difpleafing  to 
that  God  who  loves  truth  in  the  inward 
parts,  but  allowing  that  men  really,  and 
in  earneft  are  grieved  for  their  tranfgref- 
fions,  and  confefs  them  with  deep  con- 
trition of  foul ;  upon  that  fuppofition,  if 
it  can  be  made,  without  amendment  of 
life,  the  fins  in  which  they  continue  are 
very  much  heightened,  becaufe  they  are 
committed  againfl  the  plaineft:  and  mofl 
fenfible  connections  of  their  own  minds, 
and  ftill  the  affront  to  God  is  the  greater, 
the  more  it  is  done  in  defiance  of  light,  and 
with  our  eyes  open. 

I  cannot  now  finifh  what  I  intended  in 
this  difcourle,  and  ihall  for  this  time  con- 
clude with   exhorting    you   to   confider  fe- 

rioufly, 
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rioufly,  the  abfolute,  indifpen fable  necef- Serm. 
flty,  of  breaking  off  your  fins  by  actual  III. 
thorough  amendment  ;  by  turning  our 
feet  to  God's  tefthnonies,  making  hajie  to 
keep  his  commandments  *.  Which  that  we 
may  all  fincerely  do,  God  of  his  infinite 
mercy  grant. 

*  Pfalm  cxix.  60. 
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SERMON   IV. 

Of  Repentance. 

Matth.  iv.   17. 

Repent,  for    the    kingdom    of   heaven    is  at 
hand. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  from  thefe  words, 
I  endeavoured  to  explain  the  nature  of 
that  true  repentance,  which  the  fcrip- 
ture  declares  to  be  fo  abfolutely  and  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary  to  our  acceptance  with  God. 
And  what  I  intend  at  this  time  principally 
to  infill  on,  are,  the  motives  whereby  this 
moft  important  duty  is  urg'd  upon  us.  But 
one  obfervation  wiMfirfl  be  ufefully  made  in 
order  to  our  underftanding  it  better,  and 
applying  what  is  faid  concerning  it  with 
greater  advantage  to  ourfelves,  that  is,  con- 
cerning the  difference  between  the  repentance 
originally  preach'd  to  finners,  both  Jews 
and  Heathens,  as  the  condition  of  their  en- 
trance into  the  christian  ftate,  and  that  which 

is 
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is  required  of  thofe  who  fin  wilfully  under Serm, 
the  chriftian    profeffion.      The    gofpel  was  ^  *j^ 
firft  declared  to  fuch  as,  by  the   account  it 
gives  of  them,  were  very  ignorant  and  very 
wicked  ;    all  jlefi  had  corrupted  their  ways, 
and  the  whole  world  became  guilty  before  God. 
The  religion  of  the  Jews  had  degenerated 
into  empty  formality ;  external  rites  and  ce- 
remonies,   were  put  in  the  place  of  fubftan- 
tial  piety  and  virtue  :  And  the  Gentiles  were 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fns,  foolijh  and  difobe- 
dient,    ferving    diverfe    lufts    and  pleafures. 
Such  were  they  whom  our  Saviour  and  his 
apoftles  called  to  repentance,    to  an   entire 
change  of  their  tempers  and  their  manner  of 
life,  to  become  new  creatures,  to  put  off  the 
old  man  and  be  renewed  after  the  image    of 
God,    in  right eoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.      To 
this  purpofe  very  ftrong  motives  were  fet  be- 
fore them,  taken  from  the  death  and  refur- 
redtion  of  Chrift,    and  from  the  hope  of  a 
glorious    immortality,     which    Jefus    Chrift 
brought  to  light ;    and  they   came  under  a 
folemn  obligation  by  baptifm,  which  was  a 
feal  of  their  religious  profeffion,  and  a  facred 
engagement  upon  them  to  walk  in  newnefi  of 
life,    as    the  apoftles   explain  it.      A  perfe- 
vering    courfe  of  fincere  obedience,    as  the 
condition  of  their  claim  to  the  benefits  of 

the 
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S  e  r  m.  the  new  covenant,  was  what  all  the  follovr- 
IV".  crs  of  Chrift  were  underftood  to  be  bound 
to,  as  the  genuine  effect,  I  may  fay,  the 
continuation  of  that  repentance  which  was 
begun  at  their  converfion  to  chriftianity, 
baptifm.  This  repentance  was  fuppofed, 
when  once  fincerely  begun,  never  to  be  re- 
voked, nor  to  need  to  be  repeated,  as  the 
apoftle  fpeaks,  2  Cor.  vii.  10.  not  to  be  re- 
pented  of;  as  the  feal  of  it  was  never  to  be 
received  but  once  j  and  therefore,  in  the 
6th  chapter  to  the  Hebrews,  repentance  from 
dead  works,  as  well  as  faith,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  both,  baptifm  is  reckon'd  as  the 
foundation  of  chriflianity  not  to  be  laid 
again. 

To  fuppofe  men  called  to  repent  in  the 
fame  manner  as  at  their  firft  profefTing  the 
religion  of  Chrift,  is  to  fuppofe  that  the 
foundation  is  deilroy'd,  that  in  effect  they 
have  departed  from  chriftianity,  and  renoun- 
ced their  baptifm  ;  thus  falling  from  grace 
and  returning  to  that  ftate  of  death  in  tref- 
paj/es  and  fms  wherein  the  world  lay,  like 
the  unconverted  Gentiles  who  walked  in  the 
vanity  of  their  minds >  and  according  to  their 
former  lujis  in  ignorance  \  and  this  is  a  fup- 
pofition  which  is  not  made  in   the  general 

ftrain 
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ftrain  of  the  New  Teftament  writings,  (asSERM. 
it  was  not  reafonable  it  mould)  they  are,  IV. 
therefore,  to  be  underftood  in  treating  of  re- 
pentance, to  mean  the  firft  converfion  of 
iinners,  by  the  grace  of  God  that  brings  fal- 
vation,  from  dead  idols  to  the  fervice  of  the  liv- 
ing God  -j  from  an  impious  and  immoral  con  - 
verfation  in  worldly  lufts,  to  a  fober  righteous 
and  godly  life ;  in  which  they  are  bound  by 
the  laws  of  their  religion  and  their  covenant 
with  God  to  perfevere  and  go  on  to  perfection. 
Its  true,  chriftians  are  in  fome  fenfe  oblig'd 
daily  to  repent ;  fhat  is,  whereas  this  is  an 
imperfect  ftate,  and  they  are  liable  to  failures 
thro'  furprifing  temptations,  remaining  ig- 
norance, and  manv  infirmities  which  com- 
pafs  them  about,  they  ought  continually  by 
impartial  felf-examination  to  find  out  thefe 
failings,  to  regret  them  humbly,  and  fet 
themfelves  in  oppofition  to  them,  afpiring  to 
higher  meafures  of  perfection,  leaving  the 
things  that  are  behind \  and  reaching  forth  to 
thofe  things  which  are  bejore  as  the  *  Apoflle 
fpeaks.  But,  this  is  not  what  the  facred 
writers  mean  by  repentance,  but  becoming 
.  new  creatures,  turning  from  a  wicked  and 
ungodly  life  to  a  fincere  holinefs  and  virtue  ; 
and  their  doctrine  is,  that  fincere  chriftians 

*  PhUip.  iii.  13,  14. 

being 
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Serm.  being  born  of  God,  born  of  water  and  of 
2V«  t  the  Spirit,  that  is,  truly  repenting  and  bein<r 
baptized,  they  do  not,  they  cannot  iin,  be- 
caufe  the  divine  feed  abides  in  them  ;  they  do 
not  commit  fin,  fo  as  to  be  its  fervants,  and 
under  its  dominion  any  more. 

Neverthelefs,  it  is  a  cafe  which  may  be 
fuppofed,  for  it  is  fometimes  fact,    and  the 
infpired  writers  themfelves  affirm  it  to  be  fo, 
that  men  under  the  profefTion  of  the  gofpel 
fall  into  thofe  courfes,   and  into  thefe  prac- 
tices which  are  utterly  inconfiftent  with  fin- 
cerity  $  they  *  fin  wilfully  after  receiving  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  depart  from   the 
holy  commandment   which   was    delivered  unto 
them.     Not  only  an  open  and  avowed   re- 
jecting of  chriftianity,    which  fome  in   the 
primitive  times  were  guilty  of,  and  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  renew  them  again  unto 
repentance  j  not  only  this,  I  fay,  but  any  wil- 
ful,   deliberate  finning  againfl  the  light  and 
conviction  of  men's  own  minds,  any  known 
criminal  practices   frequently  repeated,    any 
of  thofe   things  for   the  fake   of  which  the 
wrath  of  God  cometh  on  the  children  of  dijb- 
bedie?jce,  as  adultery,    fornication,    drunken- 
nefs,  fraud,  violence,    oppreffion,    or  others 
of  a  like  nature  and  malignity,  any  of  them 

*  Heb.  x.  26. 

knowingly 
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knowingly   and    wilfully   committed,    efpe-SERM^ 
cially   relapfed   into,    after    profefTed    forrow     IV- 
and  purpofes  of  amendment,    is  a  violation 
of  ihe   chriftian    covenant,     a  forfeiture  of 
our  claim  to  the  favour   of  God   according 
to  the  laws  of  the  gofpel,  and  fubjects  fin- 
ners  to  his  indignation.     What  in  this  cafe 
is  to  be  done  ?    I  have  faid  already  thefe  arc 
not  the  perfons  to  whom  the  doctrine  of  re- 
pentance   was   originally   preached,    nor   to 
whofe  condition    it  is  accommodated  in  the 
general   ftrain  of  the  New  Teftament.     In- 
deed their  condition  is   much   worfe,    their 
guilt  is  more  aggravated  by  fuch  bold  and  pre- 
fumptuous  defiance  to  the  light  of  their  own 
confciences,    and   contempt    of    the    gofpel 
grace  j   the  fpirit  of  God  is  grieved,    their 
hearts  more  hardened,  and  their  reformation 
rendered   more   difficult,    as    St.  Peter  fays, 
2d  epift.  ii.  21.     //  were  better  for  them  not 
to  have  known  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  than 
after  they  have  known  it  to  turn  from  the  holy 
commandment. 

But  after  all  there  is  no  other  remedy ; 
repent  they  muft  or  perifh.  Tho'  the  fcrip- 
ture  fpeaks  but  fparingly  of  their  cafe,  and 
of  that  duty  with  an  application  to  it,  as  it 
is  not  reafonable  fuch  ample  encouragement 
fhould  be  given  to  them  as  to  thofe  who 

finn'd 
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SERM.finn'd  in  ignorance,  and  whofe  fins  were  in 
IV.  fome  fenfe  connived  at,  yet  the  plain  reafon 
of  the  cafe  will  direct  them  to  this,  as  the 
only  way  for  obtaining  forgivenefs  and  fal- 
vation,  notwithstanding  all  the  difadvantages 
they  have  brought  themfelves  under,  and 
all  the  difabilities  they  have  contracted  for 
performing  it.  And  yet  the  fcripture  is  not 
wholly  filent  concerning  this  cafe,  and  the 
neceflity,  and  even  the  hopefulnefs  of  re- 
penting in  ir.  The  prophets  often  call  upon 
the  Jews  (whofe  condition  in  this  refpect 
was  parallel  to  that  of  chriftians)  in  fuch 
terms  as  thefe,  *  return  ye  backjlidi?ig  chiU 
dren,  for  I  am  married  to  you.  The  cove- 
nant on  God's  part  fhall  frill  ftand,  if  ye  will 
forfake  the  fins  by  which  you  have  violated 
it  and  revolted  from  him ;  and  -f  thd>  thou 
baft  plaid  the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  yet  re- 
turn  to  ?ne  faith  the  Lord.  That  is,  for  fo 
the  figurative  expreflion  fignifies,  tho'  thou 
art  guilty  of  heinous  aggravated  offences, 
and  particularly  of  idolatry,  which  was  an 
effential  breach  of  the  covenant,  yet  there 
is  room  for  repentance.  And  in  the  New 
Teftament,  as  we  find  the  cafe  of  apoftacy 
fuppofed,  or  of  infincerity,  that  is  of  wilful 
tranfgrefiions  under  the   chriftian    profcflion 

*  Jer.  iii.  14.         f  Jer,  iii.  I. 

and 
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and  the  wrath  of  God  denounced  againft  it,  S'er  m. 
which  is  principally  intended  for  the  admo-     Ig- 
nition  of  christians,  that  they  do  not  fall  in- 
to fuch  iin  ;  yet  a  referve  for  the  repentance 
ofthofe   who    are  fo    guilty  is  not  obfcurely 
infinuated.     The   apoftle    Paul  refers   to   a 
fad  of  this   fort  which  happened  among  the 
Corinthians.     One,  and   probably  a  teacher 
of  no    inconfiderable  character,   was   guilty 
of  fuch  fornication  as  was  not  named   even 
among  the  Gentiles,  *  that  a  man  jhould  have 
his  father  $  wife.     Becaufe   the  example  was 
of  a  very  infectious  nature,  and  highly   re- 
proachful   to  chriftianity,    it   was   neceflary 
that  it  mould   be  cenfured  with  a   peculiar 
feverity  ;  accordingly,  the  apoftle,   by  virtue 
of  his  extraordinary  miraculous  power,  de- 
livered the  offender  to  fatan,  meaning,  that 
fome    uncommon    temporal   judgment    was 
inflicted  upon  him.     But  what  was  the  in- 
tention? was  it   that  he  mould  be  immedi- 
ately overwhelmed  and  fwallowed  up  in  re- 
medilefs  ruin  ?  no,  but  for  -f  the  deftruBion  of 
the  fefi,  that  the  fpirit  might  be  faved  in  the 
day  of  Jefus  Chrijl.     That  is,  that  the  fin- 
ner  might  be    reftored  to  a  good  flate,  and 
the  hope  of  eternal  life  by  repentance.     And, 
*  i.  Cor.  v.  i.  f  i.  Cor.  v,  5. 

Vol  I.  G  therefore, 
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Serm.  therefore,  when   the   punifhment  had  its  due 
IV.     effect  in  the  humiliation  and  repentance  of 
the  offender,   the   apoftle  exhorts  the  faints 
at  Corinth  to  comfort  him  as  a  penitent,  and 
receive  him  again  into  their  fellowihip.     In 
the  epiftle  to   the   feven    churches  of  Afia, 
Revel,  chap.   2d,  and  3d,  fome  are  charged, 
with  great  defection,  and  the  divine  difplea- 
fure  is   denounced   againft    them,    they   are 
threatned  with    the   removal  of  their  candle- 
Jiick  out  of  its  place,  and  other  punifhments  j 
but  ftill  upon  the  fuppofition  of  impenitency ; 
and  it   is  exprefsly  declared,  that  if  they  did 
repent,  their  deftruction  mould  be  prevented. 
Nay,  fome  of  the  moft  notorious  tranfgref- 
fors,  who  feduced  the  fervants  of  Chrift  in- 
to grofsly  immoral   practices,  are   threatned 
indeed   with  death,    but   it    is,   except    they 
repent.     The  apoftle  Peter  himfelf  is  an  ex- 
ample for   the  encouragement  of  offending 
difciples   of  Chrift  to  repent ;  thro'  fear  he 
denied   his  mafter  before   men,   for    which 
iin  his  mafter  pronounces  a  fevere  punifh- 
ment j  but  he  obtained  mercy,  having  with 
deep  forrow  for  his  fin  returned  to  a  better 
mind  and  better  refolution,   which  he  tefti- 
fied  thro'  the  whole  courfe  of  his  after  life, 
and  even  at  his  death. 

There 
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There  is,  therefore,  repentance  alfo  g rant-  S  e  r  m. 
ed  even  to  them  who  proftfling  chriftianity  *  V  • 
have  deliberately  and  prefumptuoufly  finned 
againfl:  its  laws  ;  and  their  repentance  is  of 
the  fame  kind  with  that  which  the  gofpel 
defcribes  in  the  cafe  of  converted  infidels: 
a  thorough  forfaking,  and  purging  the  con- 
fcience  from  dead  works,  to  ferve  the  living 
God,  fprinkling  the  hearts  Jrom  an  evil  con- 
fcience,  and  wafting  the  body  with  pure 
water.  Let  them  never  imagine  that  their 
condition  is  any  thing  the  better  for  their 
having  been  chriftians  before  the  committing 
of  their  iniquities,  and  that  from  thence 
there  remains  any  foundation  of  hope  for 
them  ;  their  habitual  courfe  of  wickednefs 
utterly  inconfiflent  with  integrity,  forfeits 
the  chriftian  character,  and  with  it  all  claim 
to  the  privileges  of  the  gofpel  covenant. 
Their  ftate  is  that  of  a  total  alienation 
from  God;  and  their  conversion  to  him, 
that  it  may  be  fincere  and  acceptable,  muft 
be  attended  with  an  entire  change  of  dif- 
pofition  and  converfation,  from  evil  to  good  : 
As  David  in  his  penitential  exercifes,  after 
the  raoft  heinous  tranfgrefiion  of  his  life> 
addrefTes  God,  not  only  with  a  deprecation 
of  his  difpleafure  for  that  particular  offence, 
G  2  nor 
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S  e  R  m  .  nor  indeed,  only,  with  a  defire  and  purpofe 
V.  of  amending  it,  but  with  the  utmoft  foli- 
citnde  that  he  might  be  wholly  renewed ; 
in  the  lame  manner  as  a  new  convert  to  re- 
ligion would  do,  after  an  univerfally  profli- 
gate and  abandoned  life  according  to  his  lufls 
in  ignorance ',  *  create  in  me  a  clean  hearty  O 
Lord,  a?id  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me. 
Nay,  if  there  be  ■  any  difference,  it  is  this, 
that  the  repentance  of  fuch  finners  ought  to 
be  peculiarly  remarkable  and  confpicuous, 
as  their  iniquities  have  been  accompanied 
with  peculiar  aggravations  -,  and,  efpecially, 
let  it  be  remembrcd,  that  nothing  can  be  to 
them  a  fatisfying  evidence  of  their  fincerity, 
but  an  effectual  amendment,  an  intire,  re- 
folved,  abftinence  from  their  former  iniqui- 
ties, and  the  {teddy  exercife  of  the  con- 
trary virtues. 

I  come,  in  the  next  place,  to  lay  before 
you  the  gofpel  motives  to  repentance.  But, 
before  I  enter  upon  them,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  conlider  a  little  the  reafonablenefs 
of  the  thing  itfelf,  and  its  agreeablenefs  to 
our  natural  fentiments.  We  have  indeed 
this  invaluable  advantage  by  the  gofpel  reve- 
lation, that  it  adds  new  and  very  powerful 

*  Pialm  li.  io. 

inducements 
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inducements  to  our  obeying  the  eternal  and Serm; 
immutable  laws  of  God  j  but  ftill  the  firit  i  V[*_ 
confideration  which  takes  fan:  hold  on  the 
minds  of  men,  is,  that  the  things  which 
thofe  laws  injoin  are  excellent  and  right 
things,  molt  becoming  a  reafonable  nature, 
and  tending  to  its  perfection,  and  its  higheft 
felf  enjoyment. 

Now,  I  think  it  will  appear  to  every  at- 
tentive perfon  very  rational  and  fit,  that  we 
mould  undo  what  we  have  done  amifs ; 
that  if  we  have  gone  into  any  wrong  courfe, 
we  mould  not  perfevere  in  it,  but  upon  con- 
viction abandon  it ;  that  we  mould  renounce 
our  errors,  and  if  we  have  done  iniquity, 
refolve  that  we  will:  do  it  no  more  j  that  is, 
that  we  mould  repent.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  repentance  is  not  directly  contained  in 
the  original  obligation  of  the  law  of  nature, 
for  it  primarily  injoins  what  is  good  without 
fuppoling  the  cafe  of  a  departure  from  it ; 
but  in  the  event  of  fin,  it  imports  a  plain 
confequential  obligation  to  forfake  it,  and 
return  to  our  duty,  as  being  that  only  which 
we  can  reafonably  do  in  fuch  circumftances, 
and  whereby  we  can  only  have  hope  to- 
wards God,  or  be  approved  by  ourfelves. 
G3 

But 
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Serm.  But,  if  the  times  cf  ignorance  God  winked 
IV.  aty  he  now  commands  all  men  every  where 
to  repent  j  having  published  his  law  of  grace 
and  that  remedy  which  his  mercy  had  found 
out  for  finners.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
come,  that  new  gofpel  conrtitution  wherein 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  revealed  from  faith 
to  faith  ;  he  has  declared  himfelf  merciful  to 
the  unrighteoufnefs  of  the  penitent^  and  thai 
their  fins  and  tranfgrcffions  he  will  remember 
no  more.  That  law  which  is  the  unaltera- 
ble rule  of  right  is  cleared  from  the  obfeu- 
rities  in  which  the  ignorance  and  prejudices 
of  men  had  involved  it  ;  there  is  a  full  dif- 
covery  of  that  which  is  good  and  accepta- 
ble to  the  Deity,  and  he  has  afcertained  .a 
glorious  reward  to  them  who  diligently  feek 
him. 

From  this  general  character  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  or  of  chriftianity,  you  will 
fee  that  it  contains  very  ftrong  motives  to  re- 
pentance. The  firft  I  mention,  is  taken 
from  the  hope  of  fuccefs.  This  is  the  great- 
til:  encouragement,  and  does  mod:  effectually 
determine  men  to  any  valuable  defign,  en- 
deavours, or  purfuit.  The  end  is  obtaining 
the  favour  of  God,  which  is  of  fo  great  mo- 
ment, that  one  would  think  men  mould  ex- 
ert 
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crt  their  utmoft  power,  and  ufe   the   greateft Serm. 
diligence   for   it,    confidering    themfelves   as     IV- 
guilty,  and  under  a  forfeiture.     The   impref- 
fion  of  this  has  been  fo  ftrong  on  the  minds 
of  men,  that  all  nations,  feniible  of  having 
offended  the  Deity,  have  laboured  to  appeafe 
him,    tho'  for   the   moft  part   by   methods 
very  difagreeable  to  reafon,  and  to  our  moft 
natural  notions  of  the  fupreme  Being.     Re- 
pentance, indeed,  is  what  the  light  of  nature 
dictates,   and  all  men  who   confider  it,  are 
convinced  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  a  re- 
conciliation ;  but  an  exprefs  affurance   from 
God,  that  it  will   be  accepted,  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged an    invaluable    advantage;    and 
this    we  have    by    the    chriftian    revelation. 
For  however  the  divine  goodnefs  manifefted 
by   its  liberal    effects,  and  extending  to  all 
kinds  of   beings   who  are  capable  objects  of 
it,   might  induce  us  to  hope  that  God   will 
be  favourable  to   penitents,  and  mske  a  dif- 
ference between  the  obftinately  wicked  and 
imperfectly   good,  who  in  the  general  tenor 
of  their  actions  fincerely  do   what   is    lawful 
and  right,  tho'  not  without  a  mixture  of  in- 
firmities ;    yet,    ftill    there    might    remain    a 
fufpicion  that    the   wife    governor    of    the 
world  might  fee  it  fit  to  inflict   ibme  degrees 
G  4  of 
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SERM.of  punimment  in  a  future  (late  on  thoft 
IV.  who  finned  in  this  life,  even  altho'  they 
have  repented.  But  this  anxiety  is  fuper- 
feded,  and  ftrong  coniblation  is  provided  for 
penitents,  by  a  pofnive  declaration  from  a 
perfon  who  has  a  plenary  authority  fuffici- 
ently  attefted,  that  God  will  receive  them 
into  favour  as  if  they  had  never  finned,  and 
that  there  is  referved  for  them  a  compleat 
and  eternal  felicity  hereafter. 

The  method  in  which  this  mercy  is   dif- 
penfed  carries  in  it  very  ftrong  arguments  to 
enforce   our  duty,  I  mean,    repentance   and 
its  genuine  fruits.     It  is  by  the  mediation  of 
Chrift ;  by  the  fhedding  of  his  blood,  *  they 
are  made  near  to  God,  who  were  far  off;  and 
lie  -J-  was  raifed  from  the  dead  jor  their  jujli- 
f  cation,  facing  to  the  uttcrmojl  all  that  come 
to  God  by  him,  becaufe  he  ever  lives  to  make 
interceffwn  for  them  J.     Now,   this   lays   us 
under  the    moft  endearing  obligation  of  gra- 
titude  to  our  Saviour,  ivho  gave  himfelf  for 
us,  to  redeem  us  from  all  our  \\  iniquities,  and  to 
purify  unto   himfelf  a  peculiar   people,  zealous 
of  good  works.     The  New  Teftament  writers 
fo  reprefent  both  the  death  and  refurreclion  of 

*  Ephef.  ii.  13.     f  Rom.  iv.  25,     %  Heb.  vii.  25. 
H  Tit.  ii.  14. 

Chrift, 
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Chrift,  as  it  appears  to  be  their  great  defign  Serm, 
to  bring  Tinners  to  repentance,  or  to  amend-     IV. 
ment  and   newnefs    of  life.     We   are  buried 
with  him  in    baptifin    unto   death,    ( faith   St. 
Paul,  Rom.  vi.  4.)  that  as  Chrifi  was  raifed  up 
from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  father \fo 
we   fijould    walk    in    newnefs    of  life.     And 
thus  he  reafons,   2d  of  Cor.  v.   14,  15.  the 
love  of  Chrifi  confiraineth  us  becaufe  we  thus 
judge,  that  if  one  died  for    all,  then   were  all 
once  dead,  that  they  that  lime  Jhould  no   more 
live   to  themfehes,   but  to  him   that    died  for 
them  and  rofe   again.     In  his  other  epiftles 
he  fpeaks  often  in  the   fame  flrain,  and   to 
the  fame  effect,    defcribing    our   repentance 
as  the  very  image  and  refemblance  of  ChrifVs 
crucifixion  and  riling  to  glory,  for  he  calls 
it  being  crucified  and  rifing  with  him,  putting 
off  the  body   of  the  fins  of  the  fiefij  thro'  the 
faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  and  putting  on 
the  new  man,   and  being  renewed  in  the  fpi- 
rit   of  our    minds.      The    fame    doctrine  is 
taught  by  St.  Peter,  ift,  ep.  iv.  1.      Forafmub 
as  Chrifi  hath  fuff'ered  for  us  in  the  flefi,  arm 
yourfehes  likewife  with  the  fame  mind  -,  for  he 
that  hath  fuff'ered  in  theficfi  hath  ceafed  from  fin. 
Another  argument  for  repentance  becaufe 
the  kingdom  of  God,  or  chriftjanity  is  come, 
is  taken  from  the  clear  light  of  the  gofpel ; 

and 
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Serm.  and  certainly  a  great  weight  is  added  to  the 
IV.  obligation  of  our  duty  by  the  full  and  plain 
difcovery  of  it  5  in  effect  the  revelation  of  our 
whole  duty  is  in  this  view  the  enforcement 
of  repentance,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
practice  of  whatfocver  is  good,  and  pure,  and 
virtuous,  in  oppofition  to  former  lufts  in  ig- 
norance. The  former  times  God  ivmked  aty 
but  now  commands  all  men  to  repent.  Pie  had 
great  compaffion  for  them  who  lived  in 
times  of  error,  who  were  very  ill  taught, 
and  received  a  corrupt  converfation  by  tra- 
dition of  their  fathers,  without  any  means  of 
delivering  themfelves,  but  merely  their  own 
reafon,  which  indeed,  if  duely  attended  to, 
might  have  difcovered  the  folly  and  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  Idolatry  and  immorality  which 
then  prevailed,  but  in  the  generality  of  men 
was  fo  weak  and  unimproved,  thro'  the  un- 
happinefs  of  their  education,  that  it  had 
very  little  influence ;  and  its  feeble  effects 
were  earily  overborn  by  the  clamor  of  im- 
pofture,  prejudices,  and  vicious  cuftoms. 
But,  now,  that  God  has  fent  his.  fon  into 
the  world  to  reveal  his  will  to  mankind,  and 
he  has  done  it  with  fuch  perfpecuity  that  he 
who  runs  may  read,  and  understand  it,  they 
mud  be  inexcufable  who  continue  impeni- 
tent 
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tent  and  difobedient ;  *  and  the  fervant,  who  Serm. 
knowing    his    Lord's     will,    does  not  prepare 
himfelf  to  do  it,  will  deferve  to  be  beaten  with 
many  Jlripes. 

I  may  add,  under  this  head,  the  gracious 
afliftance  which  the  gofpel  affords  that  men 
may  be  led  to  repentance.  It  is  the  glory  of 
chriftianity  to  be  the  mtnijtration  of  the  fpi- 
rit.  Not  only  was  the  holy  Ghoft  fent  down 
from  heaven  to  atteft  it  by  miraculous  gifts  and 
operations  at  firft,  but  the  divine  comforter 
abides  always  with  the  followers  of  Chrift, 
to  inftruct  them,  to  lead  them  in  the  way  of 
truth,  and  incline  them  to  the  practice  of 
their  duty.  Now  as  all  their  obedience  is  fum- 
med  up  in  repentance,  from  which  confolation 
naturally  arifes,  and  to  the  increafe  whereof 
it  tends,  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
mav  be  laid  to  have  this  for  their  end.  The 
prophet  Zechariah  foretelling  the  glory  of 
the  laft  days,  or  of  the  chriftian  difpenfation 
when  the  moll  perfect  model  of  religion 
mould  take  place,  and  real  piety  and  virtue 
mould  flourish,  fays  chap.  xii.  10.  It  /hall 
come  to  pafs  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  pour 
on  the  houfe  of  David  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerufalem,  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fuppli- 

*  Luke  xii.  47. 
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S  erm.  cations,   and  they  jhall  look  upon  me  whom  they 
IV".      have  pierced,   and  they    JJ:all   mourn    and    be 
in  bitternefs.     The  Holy  Spirit   then  pour'd 
out  abundantly  mail  incline  men  to  repent, 
and  from  a  fenfe  of  their  former  fins,  to  re- 
nounce them  with  abhorrence,   and   do   no 
more  wickedly.     When  fuch  aids  are  offer'd 
to  us,  and  the  Spirit   of  God  ftrives,  in  order 
to  reclaim  and  reform  us,  it  mult  be  a  high 
aggravation  of  wickednefs  to  refill:  him,  and 
by  fuch   hardnefs  and  *  impenitence  of  heart 
men   treafure   up  to  themfelves  wrath    againfi 
the    day    of  wraths    a?id    revelation    of  the 
righteous  judgment    of    God.      What   more 
cou'd  have  been  done  on  God's  part  that  he 
has  not   done  ?  he  not  only  calls  upon  us  by 
the  voice  of  reafon  and  nature,  which  loudly 
proclaims   his  glory  and  our  duty,  and  exer- 
cifes  great  patience  and  long   fuffering    to- 
wards  us ;  nay,  he  not  only  has  appointed  a 
propitiation  for  our   fins,  and  thereby  given 
us  the  mod  folemn   and  fatisfying  aflurances 
of  pardon,  that  by  the  hope  of  it  we  might 
be  animated  to  a  dutiful  return  to  him  ;  but 
he   had  fuch   pity  on  our   weaknefs,  tho*  it 
was  in  a  great  meafure    criminal,   and   con- 
tracted by  our  own  fault,  that  he  fends  his 

*  Rom.  ii.  5. 

Holy 
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Holy  Spirit  to  help  our  infirmities,  to  en-SERM. 
lighten  our  darknefs,  and  to  Strengthen  our  Ityj 
feeble  powers  ;  and  if  after  all  we  will  re- 
main impenitent,  and  defeat  the  beft  means, 
and  gracious  efforts  of  mercy  for  our  reco- 
very, our  ruin  mud:  be  wholly  charg'd  on 
ourfelves. 

And,  lajlly,  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  or 
the  goipel,  has  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
lights  and  fince  we  have  entrance  with  bold- 
nefs  into  the  holiefl  of  all  by  the  blood  of  fefus, 
by  that  new  and  living  way,  which  he  hath 
comfecrated  for  us,  through  the  veil,  that  is 
to  fay,  lis  fiejb.  The  apoftle's  inference  is 
very  juft,  Heb.  x.  22.  Let  us  draw  near 
with  a  t7'ue  heart,  in  full  affurance  oj  faith, 
having  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  con- 
fcience,  and  our  bodies  wafied  with  pure 
waters ;  that  is,  let  us  come  to  God  in  the 
exercife  of  faith  and  unfeigned  repentance  : 
It  is  true,  that  reafon  itfelf  and  natural  reli- 
gion carries  no  fmall  light  into  futurity. 
When  we  confider  the  moral  perfections  of 
God,  from  which  we  infer  that  fome  time 
or  other  he  will  make  a  distinction  between 
the  good  and  the  bad,  which  is  not  done 
in  the  external  administration  of  providence 
here,  for  as  Solomon   obferves,  Ecclef.  ix.  2. 

All 


94  Of  Repentance. 

Serm.j4H  things  come  alike  to  all \  there  is  one  event 
IV".  to  the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked,  to  the  good, 
and  to  the  clean,  and  to  the  unclean,  to  him 
that  facrificeth,  and  to  him  that  facrificeth 
not ;  as  is  the  good,  fo  is  the  fnnery  and  he  that 
fweareth  as  he  that  fear eth  an  oath;  when, 
I  fay,  we  confider  this,  we  conclude  very 
reafonably,  that  there  will  be  a  great  differ- 
ence made  hereafter  in  the  condition  of 
men,  by  the  appointment  of  their  great 
judge. 

But,  chriftianity  gives  us  fiill  a  much 
clearer  light  into  the  other  world.  It  repre- 
fents  a  future  judgment,  and  the  awful  im- 
portant hTues  of  it  in  the  moil  affecting 
manner  j  that  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  vifible 
judge,  will  fit  on  his  throne,  fummon  the 
whole  human  race  to  appear  before  him, 
and  diftribute  to  every  one  rewards  and  pu- 
nishments, according  to  what  they  have 
done  in  the  body,  whether  it  be  good  or 
evil.  By  this  powerful  confideration,  God 
requires  all  men  to  repent :  the  hope  of  an 
abfolute  and  compleat  j  unification,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  an  eternal  reft,  and  of  fulnefs 
of  joy  in  God's  prefence,  if  they  fulfil  the 
terms  of  his  covenant ;  if  amending  their 
evil   ways  and  breaking  off  their  fins,  they 

patiently 
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patiently  continue  in  well  doing,  is  theSERM. 
ftrongeft  inducement  that  can  be  propos'd  to 
a  reasonable  nature.  And,  on  the  contrary, 
the  fear  of  that  judgment  and  fiery  incigna- 
tion  wherewith  God  will  con  fume  his  advcr- 
Jarics,  one  would  think  Sufficient  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  moll:  obdurate  Tinners, 
and  difpofe  them  to  forfake  their  fins.  Not 
that  fuch  fear  is  fufficient  of  itfelf  to  pro- 
duce true  repentance,  but  at  leaft,  it  mews 
the  extreme  folly  of  impenitency  ;  and  as  it 
is  generally  the  firft  thing  that  takes  hold  of 
very  corrupt  and  harden'd  hearts,  it  may  ex- 
cite fuch  confideration  as  mall  end  in  an  in- 
genuous converfion  to  God. 

I  (hall  now  make  fome  practical  reflections 
on  all  that  has  been  faid,  and  the  firft,  which. 
I  think  a  very  important  one,  is,  that  we 
mould  take  care  to  avoid  refting  in  falfe  ap- 
pearances of  repentance,  and  fubftituting  any 
thing  elfe  in  the  room  of  that  true  repent- 
ance which  the  gofpel  does  indifpenfably  re- 
quire. They  are  grofs  errors  of  the  Papifts, 
and  of  a  mod  dangerous  tendency  to  place 
the  power  of  forgiving  fins  in  the  hands  of 
frail  and  fallible  men,  and  annex  that  for- 
givenefs  to  failings,  confeflions,  penances, 
or    any    thing    of   a    like   nature.      Thefe 

things 
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Serm.  things  are  entirely  different  from  repentance, 
*■*•     and  men  are  unhappily  deceiv'd  who  truft  in 
them.     When   our  Saviour  gave  commiffion 
to  his  apoftles,  and  eftablifh'd  their  authority 
in  this  manner,  jfcbnxx.  23.  Whofe  foeverfins 
ye  retain  they  are  retained,  and  whofe  foeverf?is 
ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them-,    it  is 
contrary  to  the  flrain  of  the  gofpel,  and  rea- 
fon  itfelf,  to  imagine,  that  he  has  inverted  a 
fucceffion  of  fallible  mortals  with  a  power  of 
pardoning   fins,  and   efpecially   upon    condi- 
tions different  from  thofe  which  he  has  irre- 
vocably fix'd  by  his  laws.     The  plain  mean- 
ing is,  that  having  received  the  Holy  Ghoft 
as  their  guide,  the  apoftles  had  commiffion, 
by  their  doctrine,  to  declare    the   perpetual 
unalterable   terms   upon  which  finners  might 
obtain  the  juftifi cation  of  life;  and   on   the 
other  hand,  that  kind  of  difobedience  which 
wou'd  fix  them   under  a   fentence   of  con- 
demnation.     But,    indeed    the    miftake    of 
thofe    proteftants  is  as   pernicious,    (and   in 
fome   refpects  more  criminal,    becaufe  it    is 
gone  into  againft  better  means  of  knowledge) 
who  found  their  hopes  of  acceptance,  and 
the    remiffion  of    fins,    on  meerly   external 
atts,  on  the    public    inftrumental  duties   of 
religion,  on  confeffions  and  prayers,  and  the 

facraments, 


Of  Repentance.  97 

facraments,     without    amendment    of    life  j  S  e  r  m. 
this  is  nothing  but  hypocrify,  it  is  mocking 
God  and  deceiving  our  own  fouls. 

Secondly,  It  mull  be  extreme  folly  and  in- 
finitely dangerous,  to  delay  the  neceiTary 
work  of  repentance  till  the  approach  of 
death.  This  general  perfuafion  is  fix'd  in 
the  minds  of  men,  that  repent  they  mufl 
fome  time  or  other,  fince  without  it  their 
deftruction  is  inevitable.  But  through  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fin  their  hearts  are  fo  har- 
den'd,  and  their  affections  fo  obftinately 
cleave  to  their  vitious  courfes  and  worldly 
interefts,  they  incline  to  put  off  that  work, 
which  however  confefTedly  neceffary,  yet  is 
difagreeable,  to  a  more  convenient  feafon  j 
and  the  moil  convenient  they  can  pitch  upon 
is,  when  they  muft  leave  this  world,  and  the 
pleafures  of  fin  can  be  no  longer  held. 

A  great  many  arguments  might  be  infilled 
on,  to  {hew  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  a  conduct. 
Any  one  that  coniiders  the  mutability  of  hu- 
man affairs,  the  uncertainties  to  which  they 
are  liable,  particularly  the  life  of  man  5  our 
own  obfervation  furnifhing  a  multitude  of 
infiances  of  men  dying  without  any  oppor- 
tunity,   or  even  poifibility,  of  preparing  for 
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S e rmJ death  ;  or  having  any  deliberate  thoughts 
IV.  about  the  iflues  of  it :  any,  I  fay,  who 
confiders  this,  mull  fee  that  it's  imprudent 
even  to  madnefs,  to  put  our  falvation  on  fuch 
a  rifqne  as  the  defign  and  expectation  of  re- 
penting on  a  death-bed.  And  as  wife  pro- 
vidence, to  guard  againft  our  poflponing 
the  work  of  our  falvation,  has  placed  the 
manner  and  circumftancees  of  our  dying 
wholly  out  of  our  view,  and  made  them  to 
us  utterly  uncertain,  fo  the  difpenfation  of 
grace  and  divine  aids  may  be  loft,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  grieved  by  their  tranfgreffions, 
will  at  lafr.  flrive  no  more  with  miners,  who 
are  become  altogether  fajh,  incorrigibly  cor- 
rupt, having  by  a  cuftom  of  doing  evil  har- 
den'd  themfelves  into  an  utter  infenfibility  : 
Does  not  experience  fhew,  and  the  leaft  re- 
flexion on  the  nature  of  habits,  that  the 
longer  repentance  is  delay 'd,  the  more  diffi- 
cult it  becomes  ?  And  muft  not  every  one  be 
fenfible  how  inconfiftent,  and  indeed  dif- 
ingenuous  it  is,  to  commit  fin  with  an  inten- 
tion to  be  afterwards  heartily  forry  for  it,  if 
there  were  no  more  in  repentance  than  for- 
row  for  fin  ? 

But  the  consideration  to  which  my  prefent 
fubjett  particularly  directs  our  thoughts,  is, 

that 
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that  repentance,  as  it  has  been  in  this  difcourfe  Serm, 
explained,  fignifying  an  actual  Reformation  IV. 
of  life,  breaking  off  our  fins,  and  bringing 
forth  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  in  the  ap- 
proach of  death,  is  impracticable  :  I  have 
fliewn  you  that  according  to  the  fcriptural 
notion  of  it,  it  confifts  in  a  thorough  uni- 
verfai  change  of  the  heart  and  affections  of 
the  difpofitions  and  manner  of  life ;  at  leaft, 
newnefs  of  life  is  abfolutely  neceffary  accord- 
ing to  the  gofpel  declarations.  But  in  the  cafe 
fuppos'd,  what  opportunity  is  there  for  all 
this  ?  To  be  griev'd  for  our  tranfgreffions,  to 
acknowledge  them  with  fhame,  to  change 
our  inclinations  and  purpofes,  and  declare, 
that  if  we  were  to  live  we  would  return  to 
them  no  more,  which  is  all  the  repentance 
dying  men  can  exercife,  is  not  to  do  what 
God  indifpenfably  requires  as  the  terms  of 
our  acceptance,  but  to  fubftitute  fomething 
elfe  in  the  place  of  it.  Befides,  if  ever  fo 
great  ftrefs  was  to  be  laid  on  thefe  things, 
the  fincerity  of  them  in  dying  men,  is  al- 
ways liable  to  fufpicion.  How  little  can  be 
attained  of  that  calmnefs  and  deliberation 
which  is  neceifary  to  them,  and  how  natu- 
ral is  it  to  fear  that  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  diftrefs  and  confirmation,    feem- 

H  2  ingly 
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SERM.ingly  religious  difpofitions  are  only  extorted 
IV.  by  the  immediate  mocking  apprehenfions  of 
death,  and  of  a  future  punimment  ?  We 
mould  not  indeed  take  upon  us  to  pronounce 
judgment  againft  men,  who  having  liv'd 
wickedly,  do  in  the  immediate  views  of 
death,  exercife  all  the  repentance  which  is 
then  pofiible  for  them  ;  no  doubt  it  is  the  belt 
they  can  do,  and  it's  moft  reafonable  to  prefs 
them  to  it.  But  the  fcriptural  declarations 
are  not  calculated  for  that  cafe,  and  for 
aught  I  fee,  give  very  little  ground  of  com- 
fort. Their  evident  defign  is,  to  awaken 
iinners  out  of  their  Security,  and  urge  them 
by  the  ftrongeft  motives,  while  yet  there  is 
fpace  given  to  repent  and  to  amend  their 
doings,  and  that  being  the  cafe  of  every  one 
of  us,  what  remains  but  that  we  apply  it 
to  ourfelves,  diligently  minding  in  our  day 
the  things  that  belong  to  our  peace >  before  they  be 
hid  from  our  eyes. 
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Peter's  denial  of  his  Mafter,  prac- 
tically improved. 


Matth.   xxvi.  74. 

'Then  began  he  to  curfe  and  to  /wear,  faying, 

I  blow  not  the  man.    and  immediately  the 
*  • 

cock  crew. 
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"A  H  E  S  E    words  relate  an  event  in  its  g  E  R  M> 
kind   one  of  the  moft   remarkable      V. 
we  meet  with  in  fcripture  j  an  emi- 


nent chriftian,  nay,  an  apoflle  of  Chrift, 
fuddenly  caught  in  a  very  heinous  defection 
from  his  duty,  even  the  denial  of  his  Lord 
with  curfing.  From  whence,  if  we  confider 
it  ferioufly  with  all  its  circumftances,  many 
ufeful  inftructions  to  us  will  arife,  which 
fhall  be  the  principal  fubject  of  this  difcourie. 
But,  in  order  to  proceed  the  more  diftinclly 
it  will  be  neceflary,  jirfi,  to  ftate  the  fact:. 
The  Apoftie  Peter,  whofe  character  by  the 
accounts  which   the  gofpel   hiftory  gives  of 

H  3  him, 
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SERM.him,    appears   diftinguifhed   among  the  dif- 
V.      ciples   by  a  warm  and  forward  zeal  in  his 
religious  profeffion,*  tho'   not    always  duely 
balanc'd  with  knowledge*  and^deliberation  ; 
he  was  the  firft   on  many   eccafions,    to  ex- 
prefs  his  affectionate  refpect  to  his  mafter, 
and  readinefs  to  undertake  any  fervice  which 
fhould  be  enjoined  him ;    he   had  the  ho- 
nour to  make  that  excellent  confeffion  con- 
cerning our  Saviour,  recorded  Matt.  xvi.  16. 
Whereupon  he  was  declared  to  be  the  rock, 
upon  which  the  chriftian   church  is  built  ; 
not  exclusively,    however,    of  the  other  A- 
poftles,  for  the  church  is  built  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  the  apoftks  and  prophets-,    that   is, 
their  doctrine  :  And  to  him  were  committed 
the  keys  of  the  kingdom   of  heaven  :    Not 
peculiarly    neither,    but    he    was   the   firft, 
which  is  the  full   meaning  of  that  promife, 
that  opened  the  kingdom  of  God,  orpreach'd 
chriflianity  to  the    Gentiles ;    but  fee   how 
little  reaibn  there  is  to  glory  in  any  external 
priviledges,    and  what  fatal  reverfes  in  their 
fpiritual   ftate  and  affairs  men  are  liable   to} 
who   poffefs    the   moll  eminent   of  them  ! 
Peter,    foon   after  being   thus  honoured  by 
his    mafter,  as   we  read  in  the  fame  1 6th  of 
Matt-    expreffed  himfclf  (o  ignorantly,    and 

incon- 
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inconfiderately,    upon  the  defign  of  our  Sa- Serm. 
viour's  coming,  and  the  nature  of  his  king-      V. 
dom,  as  to  difluade  him  from  undergoing  the 
fufterings  his  father  had  appointed  for  him  j 
thereby  meriting  to  himfelf    this  fevere  re- 
buke, get  thee  behind  me,  fatan,  thou  art  an 
offence  to  me :  for  thou  favour  eft  not  the  things 
that   be  of  God,    but   thofe   that   be   of  men. 
This  eminent    Apoftle,    I  fay,    was   warn'd 
by  his  lord,  not  only  in  common  with  the 
other    difciples,    but  himfelf  perfonally,    of 
the  extraordinary  trial  he  was  to  meet  with 
on  the  occalion  of  his  mailer's  entering  into 
that  moil  difmal  fcene  which  concluded  in 
his  death.       A  trial   fo   fevere,    that  it  pro- 
duced the  unhappy  effect  of  our  Saviour's 
difciples  forfaking  him  in  his  greatefr.  extre- 
mity ;  which  was  a  grievous  circumftance  in 
his  fufferings ;    forefeen   indeed   by   himfelfj 
and  foretold  long  before  by  one  of  the  anci- 
ent prophets,    for  thus  is  expounded  Matt. 
xxvi.  31.  the  prediction  of  Zech.  xiii.  j.Jmite 
the  Jhepherd  and  the  fieep  fiall  be  fcattercd. 
But,  as  Peter  was  more  earnen:  in   his  pro- 
fefs'd  refolution   of  adherence  to  his  mailer 
in  all  events,    ver.  33.  of  this  chapter,  tho 
all  men  Jlmdd  be  offended  becaufe  of  thee,  yet 
will  I  never  be  offended  \  and  ver.  3  5-.  tho*  1 
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S  e  r  M.JhouId  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  thee. 
v  •  So  he  had  a  fpecial  warning  of  his  danger, 
nay  he  was  exprefsly  told  of  the  great  par- 
ticular tranigremon  he  would  fall  into,  with 
all  the  moll  material  circumftances  of  it. 
Ver.  34.  Verily  I  fay  unto  thee,  that  this  night 
before  the  cock  crow,  (i.  e.  in  that  watch  of 
the  night,  which  was  commonly  call'd  by 
the  Jews  the  cock  crowing  -,  from  midnight 
to  three  in  the  morning,  or  before  the  fi- 
nilhing  it,  that  is  before  three)  thou  Jhalt 
deny  me  thrice.  And  accordingly  he  was 
by  providence  permitted,  to  be  in  this  fignal 
inftance  a  memorable  an  instructive  exam- 
ple of  human  weaknefs.  We  muft  at  the 
fame  time  obferve,  that  with  Chrift's  fore- 
fight  of  his  frail  fervant's  defection,  there 
was  mix'd  a  gracious  care  for  his  recovery, 
which  was  even  intimated  to  him  ;  for  to  the 
fame  event  refer  thefe  words  of  our  Lord, 
Luke  xxii.  31,  32.  Simon,  Si  men,  fat  an 
hath  fought  to  have  you,  that  he  may  f ft  you  as 
wheat ;  but  J  have  prayd  for  thee,  that  thy 
faith  fail  not,  (that  thou  may 'ft  not  alto- 
gether apofta^ize  from  my  religion,  but  ob- 
tain mercy  to  repent,  and  return  to  thy 
duty  :  )      and    when     thou     art     converted, 
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jlrengthen  thy  brethren.  We  need  only  add,  Serm. 
in  flaring  the  fact,  that  Peter  s  denial  of  his  V. 
mafter  was  attended  with  high  aggravations, 
not  only  by  the  premonitions  given  him,  and 
his  own  contrary  purpofe  declared  with 
great  vehemence,  which  have  been  already 
taken  notice  of;  but  by  its  being  often  re- 
peated, three  times,  in  a  very  fliort  fpace. 
The  occafion  does  not  feem  to  have  been  fo 
mocking,  but  that  the  fpirit  of  a  man  might 
have  fuftain'd  it,  if  he  had  not  been  thrown 
into  apannic,  for  fcarcely  could  one  in  a  calm 
ftate  of  mind  believe,  that  the  accufation  of 
being  Chrift's  difciple,  if  it  had  been  prov'd 
and  even  confefs'd  in  judgment,  could  have 
expos'd  him  to  death  ;  which  yet  he  had 
undertaken  to  endure,  rather  than  deny  his 
Lord :  and,  finally,  the  temptation,  ftill  the 
farther  it  proceeded,  grew  the  harder  fcr 
him  i  and  his  iin  increas'd  from  a  flight  de- 
nial at  the  firft,  to  a  paffionate  abjuration  of 
his  Mafter  j  for  he  denied  with  curfing  and 
fwearing. 

From  the  fact  thus  ftated,  as  it  plainly 
appears  in,  there  arife  very  important  in- 
ftructions  to  us,  which  we  may  profitably 
confider,  concerning  the  fallibility  and  weak- 
ness of  human  nature  ;  concerning  the  dan- 
ger 
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SERM.ger   of   felf- confidence ;    the   infpeftion   of 
*  •      God's  providence  into  the  failures  of  his  peo- 
J  pie,  together  with   his  fore-fight  of  them ; 
his  fuper-intending   care  of  them,  even    du- 
ring  the   progrefs   of  their  temptations,  and 
his  over-ruling  the  iflues  of  them  for  good. 
Firft,  I  fay,  the  fallibility  and  weaknefs  of 
human   nature.       This    is   what    experience 
abundantly   teftifles :    all  the    fins  of  man- 
kind, and  they  are  more  than  can  be  num- 
bred,  are  proofs  of  it ;    nay,    *  there  is  not  a 
jujl  man  living  upon  the  earth,  that  doth  good y 
and  Jinneth  not.     Not  that  God  has  made  us 
to  fin  :    he  is  not  the  author  of  moral  evil ; 
it  is  not  the  neceflary   effect  of  the  powers 
wherewith  he  has  endued  us  j    on  the  con- 
trary,  he  has  furnim'd   our  nature  with  de- 
fences  againft,  it,    and   with  faculties  which 
have   an    oppofite    tendency :    -f  He   is  not 
tempted  with  evil,  neither  does  he  tempt  any 
man.     It  is  a  voluntary  perverfion  and  abufe 
of  our  natural  faculties,  and   a  violation  of 
that   law,  which  he  has    written  upon  our 
hearts.     But  he  has  made  us  frail  and  falli- 
ble.    Indeed  it  does    not  appear,    that  any 
order  of  created  beings  were  made  originally 
impeccable.    As  abfolute  perfection  of  know- 
ledge is  above  the  capacity  and  condition  of 

*  Ecclef.  vii.  20.         t  James  i.  13. 
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finite  minds,  there  feems  to  be  infeparable  Serm. 
from  their  original  frame,  a  poffibility  of  V. 
miftakes  which  may  lead  them  into  moral 
defects.  Befides,  every  indigent  being  mufl 
have  felfifh  affections,  which  may  in  fome 
circumflances  be  the  fources  of  error,  over- 
balancing the  benevolent  difpolitions  in 
which  moral  perfection  confifts.  But  not  to 
infift  on  this,  of  all  orders  of  rational  crea- 
tures, which  we  have  any  knowledge  of, 
fome  have  actually  corrupted  themfelves. 
The  angels  who  were  made  pure,  and  in- a 
happy  ftate,  yet  did  not  all  continue  in  it : 
fome  of  them  kept  not  their  firft  eftate  of 
innocence  and  integrity ;  but,  being  the  firlt 
example  of  difobedience,  fell  irrecoverably 
by  '  their  tranfgreffion,  and  were  expell'd 
from  their  own  habitation,  their  native 
heaven,  into  outer  darknefs,  where  they  are 
refervd  under  chains  to  the  judgment  of  the 
great  day.  And  the  fcripture  fhews  us  that 
the  firft  of  mankind,  tho'  diilinguim'd  by 
the  divine  bounty  with  many  gifts  and  pecu- 
liar privileges,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to 
hold  their  integrity,  and  in  a  happy  fitua- 
tion,  far  lefs  liable  to  be  tempted  than  their 
pofterity  are,  yet  did  not  abide  in  the  inno- 
cence, 
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Ser  m.  ccnce,  the  honour  and  felicity,  wherein  they 
were  made,  but  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
milled  by  the  infiduous  arts  and  falfe  repre- 
fentations  of  a  fubtile  and  malicious  enemy. 

But,  to  confine  ourfelves  particularly  to 
the  prefent  condition  of  human  nature  ;  no 
man,  I  think,  wants  to  have  it  proved  that 
we  are  all  liable  to  failures.  Where  is  the 
man,  who  does  not,  to  the  conviction  of  all 
that  are  near  him,  and  narrowly  obferve  his 
behaviour,  carry  the  plain  marks  of  moral 
infirmity  about  him  ?  and  yet  they  fee  but  a 
fmall  part  of  his  faults.  The  moil  ufeful 
difcoveries  of  mis  kind,  are  thofe  which 
every  one  might  make  in  himfelf  by  a  careful 
attention,  having  within  us  the  candle  of  the 
Lord,  our  own  felf-confcious  fpirits,  which 
fearch  the  inmoft  parts.  We  might  there, 
in  a  multitude  of  inftances,  difcern  the  rife  of 
fin,  the  conceptions  of  luft,  as  St.  James 
calls  it,  or  the  lower  fenfitive  part  of  our 
nature,  comprehending  our  appetites  and 
pailions  ;  its  progrefs  darkning  the  under- 
itanding,  engrofTing  the  attention,  thereby 
producing  an  infenlibility  to  the  moll:  im- 
portant things  of  religion,  and  onr  true  ra- 
tional happinefs :  fo  that  the  exercife  of  our 
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rational  and  moral  powers  is  defeated,  andSERM. 
we  betray 'd  into  great  and  grievous  offences :  V. 
which,  perhaps,  upon  a  review,  it  is  matter 
of  aftonifhment  to  us  how  we  came  to  be  fo 
ungrateful,  fo  perverfe,  fo  foolifh,  fo  thought- 
lefs  about  our  own  true  intereft,  and  fo  in- 
confiftent  with  our  difpofitions  and  purpofes 
at  other  times,  as  to  fall  into  them. 

It  may  perhaps  affect  our  minds  flill  more, 
to  confider  what  failings,    nay  heinous  tref- 
paffes,    have  ffain'd  the  lives  of  very  eminent 
perfons,  in  whom  virtue  has  been  carried  to 
the  higheft  perfection  that  frail  humanity  is 
capable  of.      To  fee  a  man,  not  in  a  fingle 
action  only,  but  through  the  general  tenor  of 
his  behaviour,  difplay  heroic  goodnefs,  mag- 
nanimity,   fortitude,    patience,    beneficence, 
in  fome  inftances  of  his  conduct,  fall  vaflly 
beneath  himfelf,    nay,    into  a  fhameful  de- 
gree of  the  contrary  vices ;  this  is  a  furpri- 
fing  appearance  -,   and  yet  the  fcripture  hiftory 
affords  a  variety  of  fuch  examples.     Scarcely, 
indeed,  is  there  recorded  one  illuftrious  cha- 
racter with  high  applaufe,  that  is  not  fullied 
with   fome  remarkable    defect  in  that   very 
virtue  which  obtain'd  the  greateft  encomium. 
The  celebrated  Abraham^    who  has  the  ho- 
nour to  be  call'd  the  father  of  the   faithful, 

and 
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SERM.and  the  friend  of  God,  fcems  not  to  have 
V.  acted  fuitably  to  his  character,  when,  thro* 
fear,  he  denied  his  wife,  thereby  expofing 
her  and  other  innocent  perfons  to  a  fnare, 
both  in  Egypt  and  at  Gerar,  where  Abime- 
lech  reproved  him  feverely,  as  we  read  in  the 
20th  chapter  of  Gcnefis.  Mofes^  the  meekeft 
man  in  the  whole  earth,  yet  once  fpake  un- 
advifedly,  and  his  fpirit  was  embittered,  fo 
that  God  in  his  difpleafure  depriv'd  him  of 
the  priviledge  of  entering  into  Canaan  j  and 
yob,  whole  exemplary  patience  is  juftly  ce- 
lebrated in  every  age,  yet  in  the  extremity  of 
his  long  continuing  trial,  fell  into  the  con- 
trary diftempers  of  mind  to  a  degree,  which 
was  reproachful,  and  afterward  the  fubject  of 
grievous  remorfe.  A  multitude  of  other 
inftances  there  are,  which  the  time  would 
fail  me  to  mention  j  but  that  in  the  text  is 
very  peculiar.  A  man  fo  near  to  the  holy 
Jefus,  a  foundation  on  which  he  built  his 
Church,  and  to  whom  he  committed  the 
keys  of  his  kingdom,  fo  refolute  in  his  ad- 
herence to  him  as  to  fay,  without  his  heart 
reproaching  him  for  infincerity,  tho  I  fiould 
die  with  thee  1  wiil  not  deny  thee  5  yet  in  that 
very  night,  after  fo  recent  a  premonition, 
denies  with  oaths,  that  he  fo  much  as  knew 
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him.      What  is  man!    'wherein  is  he  to  fo  Serm. 
accounted  off    What  are  even    good   men  !      V. 
how  little  to  be  depended  on  ?    man   in  his 
beft  eftate  is  but  vanity  ,  in  his  baft  moral 
ftate,  or  temper  of  mind  in  this  world,  but 
uncertain.     How  changeable  are  his  purpo- 
fes  ?    they  feem   to  be   ftrong,    and  he  has 
mighty  confidence  in  them  j  in  his  own  fond 
imagination  nothing  is  too  hard  for  him  ; 
but  anon  his  pafhons  rife  violently  agitated 
by  temptations,    prefently  his  understanding 
is  darkned,  pious  and  virtuous  refolutions  are 
forgotten,    and  feeble  as  water,  he  yields  to 
the   firft   aflault.      If  the    mortnefs   of  the 
time,    affording  very    little    opportunity  for 
calm  reflection;  the  fituation  of  the  apoftle 
furrounded  with  inveterate  enemies,  not  one 
fellow    difciple    near  him,    nor  any  perfon 
who  might  in   the  leaft  contribute  to  his  af- 
fiftance  and  fupport,    and  the  confufion  he 
was  thrown  into  by  his  matter's  diftrefs ;  if 
thefe  circumftances  do  in  fome  meafure  alle- 
viate  his   tranfgreffion  ;    for,    certainly,    the 
greater  perturbation   the  mind  is  in,  unhin- 
ging it,  and  (tunning  its  powers  fo,  that  they 
are  rendered  uncapable  of  exerting  themfelves 
regularly,  the  more  pitiable  is  its  condition, 
approaching   to  a   diffraction  ;    and  the  lefs 
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S  e  R  m.  meditated  and  cool  any  evil  purpofe  is, 
V.  the  lefs  heinous  j  yet  thefe  very  circum- 
stances prove  the  point  before  us,  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature :  for  they  clearly 
mew,  that  man  is  obnoxious  to  fuch  infir- 
mities and  diftempers  of  mind  as  render 
him  infufficient  for  acting  the  part  which  be- 
comes him,  and  perfevering  fteadily  in  it. 
Diftempers  which,  though  they  be  partly 
natural,  and  fo  far  companionable ;  yet  do 
they  alfo  participate  of  moral  evil,  and  com- 
municate it  to  the  actions  proceeding  from 
them  •  which  therefore  are  far  from  being 
altogether  excufable,  as  furelv  St.  Peter 's 
denial  of  his  mafter  was  not,  whatever  may 
be  faid  or  imagin'd,  in  fome  degree  to  exte- 
nuate it.     Let  us  now  proceed 

Secondly,  To  confider  one  faulty  occafion 
of  this  good  man's  great*  offence,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  the  ftate  of  the  fact  by  the  gof- 
pel  hiftory,  and  it  was  felf- confidence,  which 
he  carried  fo  far  as  in  exprefs  terms  to  con- 
tradict his  Lord,  when  he  told  him  fo  cir- 
cumstantially, before  the  ccck  crow  thou  fialt 
deny  me  thrice  ;  which  one  would  think, 
might  have  very  feniibly  affected  his  mind, 
and  produced  at  leaffc  a  jealoufy  of  himfelf, 
if  it  was  not  peremptorily  to  be  taken  as  a 
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predi&ion  of  a    future  fact ;  but   the  anfwer  S  r  i<  m. 
was  pronounced,    rafhly  enough,    in   direct       v. 
oppolition,  tbo'   I  Jhould  die  with  thee,  yet  1 
ivill  not  deny  thee.      It    is   not   at  all    to    be 
doubted  but  Peter  exprefTed  the  prefent  real 
fentiments  of   his    heart,  he   was    far   from 
intending  to  conceal  a  defign   then  form'd  to 
act  a  treacherous  part :  That  was   an   hypo- 
crify  which  fo  good  a  man  could  not  be  ca- 
pable of.      But   his   fault   was,    fpeaking   fo 
pofitively,    without    due  deliberation,   with- 
out a  becoming  fenfe  of  his  own  frailty,  and 
a    juft    apprehenfion    of   his    danger.     He 
fpoke   the  language  of  a  fudden  emotion,  a 
fervor    that  was  natural   to  him,    and    even 
a  pafTion,  rather  than  a  calm,   well   weighed 
judgment,  which  is    the    true  foundation  of 
ftable  and  lafting  virtuous  purpofes.     PJe  did 
not  confider  cooly,  as  he  ought  to  have  done, 
the  deceitfulnefs  -of  fin,   and    the    power  of 
temptation,  having  never   met  with  fuch  a 
a  trial  before  :  But  too  prefumptuoufly  truft- 
ing  to  the   prefent  warmth  of  his  affections 
was  fanguine  enough  to  believe  it  would  ne- 
ver fail  him. 

I  fhall  only  obferve  at  prefent,  that  an  at- 
tention to  what  experience  obvioufly  teaches, 
will  tend  to  illuftrate  the  point  before  us.  Nor 
thing  is  more  certain,  or  better  known,  than 
Vol.  I.  I  %h%% 
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S  E  r  m.  that  paffions  are  the  fprings  of  hafty  refo- 
V.  lution,  and  of  action  purfuant  to  it,  whilft 
they  retain  their  ftrength  :  But  they  fubfide  ; 
and  then  the  contrary  paffions,  in  their  turns 
prevailing,  produce  the  quite  contrary  effects. 
Peter  himfelf  was  an  example  of  this ;  when 
the  heat  of  zeal  was  predominant,  he  was 
ready  to  venture  on  the  moft  hazardous 
attempts  in  defence  of  his  matter;  that 
very  evening  he  drew  his  fword,  and  boldly 
attacked  an  armed  company,  who  came  to 
apprehend  Jefus,  which  he  did  ramly 
enough  too,  and  without  waiting  for  orders  ; 
but  foon  that  warmth  abated,  giving  place 
to  fear ;  and  when  this  got  the  afcendant  in 
his  mind,  he  difcovered  a  cowardice  un- 
worthy of  a  man,  not  to  fpeak  of  a  difci- 
ple  of  Chrift.  'Tis  thus  commonly  ob- 
lerved  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  men's  worldly 
affairs,  and  their  manner  of  conducting 
themfelves  j  not  the  moft  eager  and  paffio- 
nate  in  forming  and  entering  into  defigns, 
are  the  moft  to  be  depended  on  for  perfever- 
ing  ;  but  rather  the  cool  and  deliberate,  be- 
caufe  they  having  maturely  confidered  what 
difficulties  and  difappointments  may  hap- 
pen, are  the  better  prepared  to  meet  them, 
and  the  lefs   difconcerted  in   the   execution 
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of  their  defigns.     It  is  ftill  more  fo  in  theSERM. 
affairs  of  religion  than  any  other.     For  paf-      V. 
lion  has,   or    ought  to  have,   lefs   fhare   in 
counfels  of  that  fort :  Efpecially  it  ought  to 
be  remembred,   that    our   religious   purpofes 
above  all    others,  are  immediately  under  the 
divine   protection,   and    the   fuperior   aids  of 
divine  grace  are  moft  necefTary  to  our  hold- 
ing them  fteadily.     He,  therefore,  who  en- 
gages in  any  arduous  fervice  to  God,  with- 
out committing  himfelf  to   his  care  and  di- 
rection, without    placing  his  principal   con- 
fidence in  the  fufficiency   of    God's   grace, 
and   his   power,   which   is  perfected  in  our 
weaknefs }  he  that  does   fo,   I   fay,   goes   to 
war  unarmed,   and   expofes    himfelf  to  the 
hazard   of  a  fhameful  defeat.      It   is   here, 
efpecially,    that   we    ought  to   trufl  in   the 
Lord  with  all  our  mighty  and  he  that  trujleth 
in  his  own  heart  altogether,   is  a  fool,  as  So- 
lomon  *  fpeaks.      I  do   not    mean    by   this, 
that  good    men,   fatisfied    from  themfelves, 
and  rejoicing  in  the  teftimony  of  confcience 
concerning   their  fincerity,    mould  not  have 
good  hope  of  their   perfevering  in   it  to  the 
end  j  but  Jirjl,    that  the  judgment   of  the 
mind  upon  its  prefent  moral   ftate,  its  tem- 

*  Prov.  xxviii.  26. 
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SERM.per  and  refolutions,  mould  be  founded  on 
V.  ^  careful  inquiry,  and  very  attentive  conflagr- 
ation. There's  fuch  a  felf-partiality,  I 
may  fay,  even  natural  to  men,  that  wifdom 
requires  us  not  to  rely  wholly  on  the  firft 
hopeful  appearances  of  good  affections  and 
purpofes :  But  examine  diligently,  and  re- 
flect calmly  that  we  be  not  deceived.  Se- 
condly, the  refolutions  of  good  men,  in  par- 
ticular circumftanced  cafes,  that  they  will 
Hand  in  fuch  a  trial,  which  they  are  warned 
of,  or  overcome  fuch  a  temptation,  are  yet 
lefs  to  be  depended  on,  than  their  purpofes 
of  perfevering  integrity  in  the  main  :  Be- 
caufe  the  laft  is  what  we  have  greater  en- 
couragement  to  hope  for  from  the  promifes 
of  God,  who  will  perform  his  good  work  in 
them  till  the  day  of  Chrijl,  will  frengthen, 
flablifiy  and  fettle  them,  and  keep  them  by  his 
power  thro  faith  unto  falvation,  if  he  fees 
their  difpofitions  and  the  courfe  of  their  lives 
habitually  right  with  him  :  But  they  have 
no  fuch  fecurity  againft  the  prevalence  of 
particular  temptations.  And,  laflly,  great 
modefty  becomes  us,  with  thankful  acknow- 
ledgments of,  and  humble  confidence  in 
God's  gracious  interpofal  for  our  eftablinV 
me  nt.     See  how  St.  Paul  expreffes  himfelf, 
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when  he  had  the  ftrongeft  aiTurance  of  his  S  e  r  m. 
perfevering  even  to  the  end  of  faith,  the  V. 
fa  hat  ion  of  the  foul ;  2  Tim.  i.  12.  I  know 
whom  1  have  believed,  and  I  am  pcrfwaded 
he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed 
to  him  againft  that  day :  Where  it  is  plain, 
his  hope  chiefly  refted,  not  on  his  prefent 
fincerity,  and  the  firmnefs  of  his  own  re- 
folutions,  but  on  him  whom  he  had  be- 
lieved ;  and  his  perfwafion  of  his  being  pre- 
ferred to  the  final  happinefs  of  the  great 
day,  was  founded  on  the  ability,  and  the 
grace  of  that  Saviour,  to  whom  he  had  com- 
mitted his  foul  in  well  doing. 

Thirdly,  The  whole  paiTage,  whereof  my 
text  is  a  part,  leads  us  to  confider  the  in- 
fpection  of  God's  providence  into  the  fail- 
ures of  his  fervants,  his  forefight  of  them, 
his  fuperintending  care,  even  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  temptations,  and  his  over- 
ruling the  iiTues  of  them  for  good.  No- 
thing does  more  obvioufly  flrike  our  minds 
in  reading  the  hiilory,  than  the  part  which 
our  Saviour  had  in  it.  He  forefaw  Peters 
denying  him.  What  can  be  more  evident  ? 
he  foretold  it  with  all  its  circumftances,  and 
if  this  tranfgrelTion  of  Peter,  of  which 
himfclf    was  the   adequate,    complete,    and 
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S  e  r  Ms  only  guilty  caufe,  was  the  object  of  divine 
V.  preference,  fo  are  all  others  of  the  fame  kind 
indeed  all  the  voluntary  actions  of  moral 
agents :  For  no  reafon  can  pofTibly  be  align- 
ed, why  fome  mould,  and  not  others. 
This  is,  I  acknowledge,  a  fubject  of  a  very 
high  nature,  and  difficult  queftions  have 
been  moved  concerning  it.  As  how  it  can 
confift  with  the  freedom  of  rational  agents  ? 
and,  again,  how  it  confifts  with  the  rectitude, 
and  goodnefs  of  God,  to  forfee  moral  evil 
in  his  creatures,  and  not  interpofe  for  pre- 
venting it  ?  I  mall  not  enter,  at  this  time,  on 
the  difcuffion  of  thefe  points,  but  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  liberty  of  our  actions,  fo  far 
as  is  necefTary  to  conftitute  their  morality, 
is  what  we  are  confeious  of;  which  is  the 
fureft  kind  of  knowledge,  and  excludes  all 
doubting :  That  prefcience  does  not  change, 
nor  at  all  influence  the  nature  of  thing?,  par- 
ticularly of  human  actions,  any  more  than 
the  bare  knowledge  of  what  is  pad:  or  pre- 
fent .  And,  that,  tho'  the  nature  and  man- 
ner of  the  divine  foreknowledge  is  to  us  in- 
comprehenfible,  as  the  manner  of  God's 
exerting  his  other  perfections  alfo  is,  for  ex- 
ample, his  power  in  creating,  yet  that's  no 
argument  againft  the  truth  of  the  thing  it- 

felf, 


prattically  improved,  1 1 9 

felf,    which    is   otherwife     fully    prov'd    by  S  e  r  m. 
fufficient  evidence.  V. 

But  let  us  obfervc,  that  our  blefTed  com- 
pajlionate  Saviour  was  not  unmindful  of  his 
we^k  difciple,  in  that  low  ftate,  to  which 
he  was  to  fall,  and  actually  did  fall, 
even  by  his  own  fault  ;  but  regarded 
him  with  tender  pity  :  He  took  early 
precautions  againfr.  the  ruinous  tendency 
of  that  fall,  by  making  timely  intercemon 
for  him  :  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy 
faith  fail  not :  He  gave  early  repeated  warn- 
ings, that  if  the  fin  could  not  be  wholly 
prevented,  a  foundation  might  be  laid  for 
repentance,  when  it  fliould  afterwards  be 
brought  into  Peter's  remembrance.  Our 
Lord  alio,  in  the  extremity  of  his  own  dii- 
trefs,  when  he  ftood  before  a  mod  unrighte- 
ous tribunal,  where  he  was  cruelly  and  inhu- 
manly ufed,  yet  did  not  forget  his  guilty 
fervant.  One  of  the  evangel ifts  obferves, 
that  when  the  cock  crew,  the  time  forefcen 
for  Peters  compleating  his  offence,  Jfus 
looked  upon  him  ;  which  is  taken  notice  of 
as  the  occafion  of  his  going  out  and  weeping 
bitterly  j  or  forrowing  after  a  godly  fort, 
which  wrought  repentance  unto  falvation, 
not  to  be  repented  of.  And,  lafily,  the  fe- 
quel  fhows,  that  the  good  fhepherd  recover- 
I  4  ed 
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Serm.  ed  his  fl  raying  fheep  from  the  error  of  his 
V-  way,  and  reflored  him  to  that  favour  with  ' 
himfelf  in  which  he  flood  before  ;  far  from 
taking  the  forfeiture  of  privileges  which  he 
had  made  by  his  crime,  he  receives  him,  up- 
on repentance,  as  if  he  had  not  finned,  (as 
it  was  juft  now  obferved,  he  contributed  by 
his  gracious  care  and  kind  interpolation,  to 
bring  him  to  repentance)  and  reinftates  him 
in  his  office  without  abating  one  circum- 
ftance,  one  honourable  diftinction  from  the 
reft  of  his  brethren,  which  had  ever  been 
granted  to  him.  After  our  Lord's  refurrec- 
tion,  when  an  angel  attended  at  his  grave 
to  direct  the  difciples  who  fhould  come  to 
enquire  for  him,  this  heavenly  meflenger 
diftinguiihes  Peter,  in  the  report  he  makes 
to  be  communicated  to  the  apoftles  ;  tell, 
fays  he,  to  the  women,  Mark  xvi.  y.  his  dif- 
ciples and  Peter,  that  he  gees  before  them  into 
Galilee.  And  we  read  John  xxi.  1  5.  that  he  re- 
ceived again  with  great  folemnity  the  charge 
which  had  been  given  him  before,  to  feed  the 
flieep  and  the  lambs  of  Chrift :  Nay,  care 
was  taken  by  our  Saviour,  that  Peter  fhould 
rife  with  advantage  from  his  fall,  to  greater 
ufefulnefs,  by  an  eminent  zeal  which  na- 
turally  accompanies  fincere   repentance,  for 
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confirming  his  fellow  difciples :  And  fo  his  S  e  R  m. 
matter  charges  him,  when  thou  art  converted^      "V T * 
firengthen  thy  brethren. 

From  what  has   been   difcourfed   on   this 
fubject,    we  may  make  feveral  ufeful  practi- 
cal  reflections.      In   the  firft    place,    let   us 
guard  againft  abufing  it  to  the  worft  of  pur- 
pofes,    by    thinking   little   of    fin,    and    of 
yielding  to  temptations  wherewith  we  may 
be  affaulted.     Since  good  men,  indeed  the 
very   bell:,  while  in  this  imperfect  ftate,  are 
liable    to  be  furprized,    even    into  heinous 
tranfgreffion,  that's   a   very  good   reafon  for 
our   caution,    left   we   alfo  be  tempted  and 
fall  after  the  fame  evil  example  :    Not  at  all 
for  our  thinking  their  offences  the  lefs  cri- 
minal, and  thereby   being  eafily  led  into  an 
imitation  of  them.     On  the  contrary,  a  man's 
being  otherwife  good,    and  thro'  the  gene- 
ral courfe  of  his  life  and  actions  pious  and 
virtuous,    renders   the  fingle  trefpafs,  or  the 
few  he  has  been  guilty  of,    the  more  finful  j 
becaufe   his  obligations  to  the  contrary  are 
greatly  increafed   by   his  goodnefs,    by   the 
experience  he  has  had  of  the  excellence  and 
reality  of  religion,  the  power  of  its  motives, 
the  prefent  advantages  refulting  from  it,  and 
by   the  repeated  voluntary  engagements  he 

has 
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SERM.has  brought  himfelf  under.  This  is  a  way 
V.  of  thinking  and  practical  reafoning,  which 
fcarcely  can  a  fincere  chriftian  at  any  time 
be  capable  of  it  j  it  is  fo  wretchedly  difinge- 
nuous,  and,  one  would  think,  muff  pro- 
ceed only  from  an  habitually  depraved  heart, 
and  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  true  piety.  "  I  have 
"  been  thro'  the  general  courfe  of  my  con- 
"  verfation  innocent,  and  made  it  my  ftudy 
"  to  pleafe  God,  I  may,  therefore  for  this 
"  once,  allow  myfelf  to  tranfgrefs,  and  hope 
<c  hewillnot  be  greatly  offended."  Or,  "  other 
i(  good  men  have  acted  in  this  manner,  and 
"  I  may  take  the  liberty  to  follow  the  ex- 
tC  ample."  Such  thoughts,  we  may  be  affured, 
were  far  from  St.  Peter's  heart,  as  they  are 
far  from  every  religious  perfon's,  in  the  worn: 
ftate  of  mind  we  can  reafonably  fuppofe 
him  in.  And  the  mod:  wilful  fins  they 
commit  at  any  time  are  to  be  attributed,  rather 
to  the  prefent  power  of  temptations,  and 
paffions  ftupifying  their  minds,  and  in  a 
great  degree  fufpending  the  exercife  of  their 
reafoning  powers,  than  to  fuch  deliberation, 
and  meditated  pretences  for  justifying  them- 
felves.  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  cafe  of 
the  text,  and  others  like  it,  recorded  in 
fcripture,  were  fingle  offences,  not  repeated  -y 
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and  therefore  nothing  can  be  drawn  from Serm; 
them  in  the  lealt  to  countenance  evil  habits,  V. 
frequently  producing  wicked  actions  ;  or 
affording  hope  to  fuch  as  indulge  themfelves 
in  them,  which  by  the  plained:  and  mod  ex- 
prefs  declarations  of  the  word  of  God,  dis- 
qualify men  for  his  kingdom. 

And  ftill  lefs  is  there  any  encouragement 
given  by  the  hiftory  before  us,  and  others 
parallel  to  it,  from  the  divine  forefight  of 
men's  offences,  divine  grace  interpofing  to 
prevent  their  total  apoftacy,  and  providence 
over-ruling  the  hTue  for  good  j  encourage- 
ment, I  fay,  to  make  light  of  their  wilful  fins, 
and  go  on  in  them  with  hope  of  impunity 
and  acceptance.  It  is  true,  that  our  Saviour 
forewarn'd  Peter  of  his  fall,  had  a  com- 
panionate care  of  him  in  his  weaknefs,  took 
gracious  methods  for  his  recovery,  and  upon 
repentance  reflored  him  to  favour,  and  to 
the  privileges  and  exercife  of  his  former 
office,  perhaps  with  advantage  both  to  him- 
felf  and  others ;  and  it  may  be  God  deals 
fo  by  others  of  his  fervants,  which  wonder- 
fully manifeft s  his  tender  mercy  ;  but  furely 
it  is  no  reafon,  why  we  fhould  repeat  our 
tranfgrefTions,  and  harden  ourfelves  in  them. 

This 
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Serm. This  is  the  fame  abfurdity,  which  St.  Paid 
V.  mentions,  Rom.  vi.  I.  as  what  fome  men 
imagin'd  to  be  chargeable  on  the  gofpel 
grace,  and  which  he  rejects  with  the  utmoft 
abhorrence.  Having  faid,  in  the  clofe  of  the 
preceeding  chapter,  that  where  Jin  abounded, 
grace  did  much  more  abound ';  he  adds,  as  a 
profane  furmife  which  might  arife  in  fome 
impious  minds,  Jhall  we  continue  in  fin,  that 
grace  may  abound?  and  fays,  God  forbid* 
Let  it  not  be  fo.  It's  impomble  fuch  a 
thought  fbould  enter  into  a  fincere  heart,  or 
that  the  grace  of  God  fhould  be  fo  abufed  by 
any  one  who  ferioully  confiders  the  nature 
and  delign  of  it,  which  is,  quite  on  the  con- 
trary, to  reform  men,  and  to  deliver  them 
from  the  power  of  fin,  as  all  the  doctrines 
and  inftitutions  of  chriitianity  plainly  fhew\ 

The  conclulion  is,  that  the  inftance  I  have 
been  explaining,  and  all  the  circumftances  of 
it  fully  proving  human  frailty,  and  the  power 
and  freedom  of  divine  grace ;  that,  I  fay, 
this  inftance  is  of  a  piece  with  the  general 
intention  of  the  grace  that  brings  falvation 
and  hath  appeared  unto  us,  inftrmfting  us, 
that  denying  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lujls% 
we  JJjould  live  faberly,    righteoufly  and  godly  : 

that 


fragile  ally  improved.  125 

that  we  mould  make  it  our  ftudy  and  prin-  Serm. 
cipal  care  to  efchew  evil,  and  cleave  to  that  V. 
which  is  good ;  that  we  mould  be  workers 
together  with  God  for  our  eftablifhment  in 
virtue,  and  a  refolved  adherence  to  him ; 
to  this  end  improving  the  invaluable  advan- 
tages we  have  by  the  gofpel. 

Secondly >  It  becomes  chriftians,  and  it  is 
fafe  for  them,  always  to  have  a  modefl  fenfe 
of  their  own  infirmity,  and  therefore  to  place 
their  hope  in  the  power  and  goodnefs  of 
God  for  the  prefefvation  of  their  integrity, 
and  their  defence  againft  temptations.  St. 
Paul  having,  1  Cor.  x.  given  an  abridgment 
of  the  hiftory  of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  of  their  fins,  and  their  punifhments, 
applies  it  for  an  admonition  to  chriftians, 
whofe  circumftances  are  in  many  refpe&s 
parallel,  and  fays,  ver.  12.  Wherefore  let  bim 
that  thinketh  he  Jlafideth  take  heed  lejl  he  fall. 
Nothing  is  more  apt  to  betray  them  into  a 
fall,  than  a  fond  conceit  of  their  own  fuffi- 
ciency,  and  retting  fecurely  in  their  own 
ftrength.  A  much  better  foundation  of  con- 
fidence he  mentions  in  the  following  words, 
ver.  1 3 .  God  is  faithful  who  will  not  fuffer 
you    to  be  tempted  above  that  you  are  able. 

'Tis 


126  Peter's  denial of 'his  Mafter, 

Serm.  'Tis  true,  men's  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
fincerity  naturally  infpires  them  with  courage ; 
the  righteous  is  bold  as  a  lion :  but  that  is 
principally  with  refpect  to  events,  not  in 
their  own  power  j  and  the  foundati  >n  of  it 
is  the  fupremacy,  the  wifdom,  the  equity 
and  goodnefs  of  divine  providence,  con- 
trouling  the  power  of  all  creatures ;  with 
refpect  to  their  eftabliihment  in  virtue,  and 
fupport  againfl  temptations,  it  becomes 
chriflians,  well  inflru&ed  concerning  their 
own  weaknefs,  and  the  fufficiency  of  divine 
grace,  always  to  be  jealous  of  themfelves, 
and  to.  trufl  in  the  Lord  with  all  their  might. 
And, 


Laftly,  Confider  the  exhortation  of  the 
apoflle,  Gal.  vi.  i .  Brethren  y  if  a  man '  be 
overtake?!  in  a  faulty  ye  that  are  jpiritual 
re/lore  fuch  a  one  to  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs^ 
confidering  thyfclf  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted. 
You  fee  the  heft  men  are  not  out  of  danger ; 
and  though  indignation  againfl  evil  is  a  vir- 
tuous inftiuct  planted  in  our  nature,  charity 
which  faffereth  long,  and  is  kind,  is  as  truly  a 
virtuous  principle,  and  the  exercife  of- the 
latter  is  as  much  our  duty,  as  the  former  j 
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indeed  a  continuance  in  any  finful  courfe  pre- Serm, 
eludes  the  judgment  of  charity  itfelf,  in  fa-  V. 
vour  of  the  tinner's  prefent  ftate  j  but  if  he 
repent,  we  fhould  confirm  our  love  to  him, 
as  if  he  had  not  offended.  The  beft  and 
moil  upright  minds  are  the  moft  compani- 
onate towards  others. 


S  E  R- 
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SERMONVI. 

Of  Justification  by   FAITH. 

Rom.  iv.   1 6. 

therefore  it  is  of  Faith,  that  it  might  be  by 
grace,  to  the  end  the  promife  might  be  Jure 
to  all  the  feed ;  ?iot  to  that  only  which  is  cf 
the  law,  but  to  that  alfo  which  is  of  the 
faith  of  Abraham,  who  is  the  father  of  us 
all. 


EVERY  one  knows,  that  among  pro- 
fefs'd  chriflians  there  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be,  a  great  diverfity  of 
opinions  in  fome  points  of  chriftianity, 
-which  the  feveral  abettors  of  tbem  judge  to 
be  of  confiderable  importance.  This  mufl 
be  acknowledged  a  pretty  ftrange  appearance, 
confidering  that  God  gave  his  word  to  his 
people  for  a  rule,  not  only  of  what  every 
one  iliould  believe  for  himfelf,  but  of  their 
union  and  joint  profefiion.      Not  to  enter 
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into  a  large  difcuffion  of  this  fubjec't,  which  S  e  r  m, 
my  prefent  defign  would  not  admit,  one  *  I. 
reafon  why  christians  have  run  into  fuch  a 
difference  of  fentiments,  and  many  of  them 
into  miftakes,  is,  that  they  form  their  judg- 
ments, not  by  confidering  the  general  in- 
tention and  the  principal  aim  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  but  upon  particular  paiTages  in  fome 
of  the  facred  books,  without  attending  to 
the  connexion,  and  the  occafion,  and  defion 
upon  which  they  were  written  j  which  cer-r 
tainly  is  an  unfair  way  of  treating  any  wri- 
tings whatfoever.  And  the  errors  arifing 
from  it  in  this  cafe,  are  not  to  be  charged  on 
the  want  of  perfpicuity  in  the  fcriptures,  but 
the  want  of  candor,  or  mature  consideration 
in  thofe  who  read  them. 

There  is  no  one  article  about  which  there 
have  been  greater  divifions  and  contradictory 
opinions,  than  that  of  j unification,  or  the 
way  and  the  terms  of  iinners  obtaining  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins  and  acceptance  with  God  ; 
which,  being  the  profefs'd  defign  of  flie 
gofpel,  one  would  think,  mould  be  above 
all  things  clearly  taught  in  it  -3  and  indeed  fo 
it  is.  But  here  may  be  directly  applied, 
what  I  hinted  before  as  the  caufe  that  fome 
have  fallen  into  miftakes.     There  arofe  vio*- 
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SERM.lent  controverfies  between  the  Jews  and  the 
VI.  Gentiles,  who  embrac'd  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion, about  the  necefiity  of  obierving  the 
Mofaical  law  and  inftitutions,  which  the 
former  zealoufly  contended  for.  To  decide 
this  debate,  and  to  mow  the  abfurdity  of  the 
Judaizing  fcheme,  St.  Paul  wrote  his  epiftles 
to  the  Romans  and  Galatians,  containing  fe- 
veral  pafTages  concerning  j unification  by 
grace  and  faith,  as  in  oppofnion  to  the  law, 
and  to  works  which  fome  entirely  found 
their  opinions  upon,  without  confidering  the 
occafion  and  the  icope  which  are  the  true 
key  of  them. 

Now,  if  we  carefully  attend  to  the  doc- 
trines of  our  Saviour  delivered  in  the  four 
gofpels,  which,  as  it  is  reafonable  to  believe 
it  mould  be,  being  given  for  a  ftandard  to 
chriftians  in  every  age,  is  exceeding  plain  ^ 
if,  I  fay,  we  carefully  attend  to  it,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  forming  an  idea  of  the 
conditions  of  obtaining  the  pardon  cf  fin 
and  acceptance  with  God,  which  it  contains. 
Our  bleded  lord  bringing  a  new  revelation 
from  heaven  into  a  degenerate,  ignorant, 
and  corrupt  world,  it  was  neceflary  rlrfr.  of 
all,  that  his  character  mould  be  eilablifh'd, 
as  a  divine  meiTenger,  or  the  Mcjjias ;  who, 
upon  the  credit  of  ancient  prophecies,  was 

expected 
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expected  in  Judea,  where  he  began  his  mi-  Serm." 
niftry.  For  this  end  he  worked  many  il-  VI. 
luftrious  miracles,  the  moil  proper  and  ef- 
fectual way  for  engaging  the  attention  of  dis- 
affected and  prejudiced  men  to  His  doctrine, 
and  procuring  it  a  fair  hearing.  The  firft, 
condition,  then,  of  obtaining  any  benefit  by 
the  gofpel,  rauft  be,  what  the  bleiTed  author 
declares,  believing  it,  or  believing  in  him. 
Next,  he  requires  repentance,  or  that  men 
convine'd  of  their  former  fins,  of  the  evil 
of  them,  and  the  miferies  to  which  they 
are  thereby  rendered  obnoxious,  mould  break 
them  off  with  abhorrence  and  indignation, 
and  return  to  a  better  mind  and  to  a  better 
courfe  of  life,  bringing  forth  fruits  meet  for 
amendment.  Thefe  are  the  true  original 
terms  of  chriftianity,  fix'd  by  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  who,  when  he  came  preach- 
ing the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  faid, 
(that  is,  this  was  the  fubftance  of  his  preach- 
ing,) the  time  is  fulfilled \  and  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  at  hand;  repent  ye  and  believe  the 
gofpel,  Mark.  i.    14,    15. 

But,  when  men  became  his  profefs'd  Sub- 
jects,   embrae'd    his    religion,    and    entered 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  upon  theie  terms, 
pr    into    the    chriftian    itate ;    the    general 
K  2  laws, 
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S  e  R  m.  laws,  or  rules  of  their  obedience,  were  de- 
clared by  him  in  his  other  difcourfes ;  par- 
ticularly in  his  fermon  on  the  mount,  and 
moft  clearly  aflertain'd  by  the  example 
of  his  own  life :  and  they  appear  to  be  no 
other  than  the  moral  law,  the  eternal  and 
invariable  law  of  nature,  abridg'd  in  thofe 
moral,  and  perpetually  binding  precepts, 
which  Mofes  gave  to  the  Ifrae/ites,  contain- 
ing that  love,  confidence,  fubmiflion,  and 
obedience  we  owe  to  the  deity  j  and  the  mu- 
tual offices  of  righteoufnefs  and  charity  we 
are  bound  to  perform  to  one  another.  To 
this .  end  the  precepts  of  the  law  are  vindica- 
ted from  the  defective  and  corrupt  interpre- 
tations of  the  Jewifh  doctors,  and  a  more 
ftric~t  purity  and  virtue  enjoin'd  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  than  what  was  practis'd,  or  fo  much 
as  underflood  by  them.  He  exprefsly  de- 
clares to  his  hearers  *  except  your  righteouf- 
?iefs  Jhali  exceed  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharzfees,  ye  Jkall  in  no  cafe 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  all 
along,  he  uniformly  purfues  the  fame  defign 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  his  teach- 
ing ;  constantly  requiring  of  all  his  difciples, 
fincere  holinefs  and  conformity  to  the  will  of 

*  Matt.  v.  29. 

God, 
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God,  as  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  their  ob-  Serm. 
taining  his  favour,  and  the  reward  of  eternal    VI 
life.     He  defcribes  the  future  judgment  with 
great   clearnefs  and  folemnity ;    and   aflures 
us,    that  fentences  will  then  be  pronounced 
according  to  our  works :   the  righteous,  that 
is,  as  he  explains  it,  thofewho  have  abounded^ 
in  the  fruits  of  charity  and  beneficence,  fhall 
inherit  the   kingdom  prepared  for  them  be- 
fore the  foundations  of  the  world  j  but  the 
wicked  mall  be  adjudg'd  to  everlafting  punifh- 
ment. 

If  this  be  a  true  account  of  our  Saviour's 
doclrine  in  the  gofpels,  as  I  think  it  will 
plainly  appear  to  every  one  who  reads  them 
attentively  to  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
concerning  the  terms  of  our  acceptance  with 
God,  which  he  has  fix'd.  The  conditions 
of  our  becoming  the  difciples  of  Chrift  are 
faith  and  repentance;  to  which,  if  we  be 
fincere,  the  forgivenels  of  all  our  pair,  fins  is 
annexed  ;  and  the  condition  of  our  title  to 
the  final  happinefs  Chrift  has  promis'd  to  his 
difciples,  is  a  perfevering  ftedfaftnefs  in  obey- 
ing the  immutable  moral  laws  of  God  j  or  in 
pradlifing  the  virtues  of  fobriety,  godlinefs, 
juftice  and  mercy. 

K  3  But, 
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Serm.      But,   as  I  obferved  before,  a  controverfy 
VI.     arifing  among  chriftians,  in  the  very  infancy 
of  the  chtiftian  ftate,  about  the  necefiity  of 
obferving  the   Jewifh  law,  occafion'd  by  the 
high  opinion  which   the  Jews   had   of  their 
peculiar    and    diftinguifhihg  privileges,    and 
the  excellence   and  perpetuity  of  the  Mofaic 
institutions  \    the  apoflle  Paul,  to  whom  the 
miniftry  of  the  uncircumcifion,  or  preaching 
chriftianity  to  the   Gentiles,    was   efpecially 
committed,  enters  into   this  debate ;    and  to 
determine  it  rightly,  fo,  as   according  to  his 
own  expremon,    the  truth  of  the  gofpel  might 
continue   in  the  church,    he   wrote  feveral  of 
his  epiftles.     It  is  very  evident,  that  he  de- 
cides agaihft  the  pretences  of  the  Jews,  and 
ftrenuoufly    alTerts     the    fufficiency   of    the 
gofpel    itfclf,    without   the   addition    of  the 
law,    which    he    pronounces    unprofitable  j 
earneftly    exhorting  chriftians   to  ftand  faft 
in  the  liberty,  wherewith   Chrift    had  made 
them   free,  and  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
again  entangled  in  a  yoke  of  bondage.     To 
this    purpofc   he  exprefles    himfelf   in    fuch 
terms,  as  tend  to    magnify  the  gofpel,  and 
fhow  the  neceffity  and   ufefulnefs  of  it ;  and 
the  infumciency  of  the  law  to  the  great  ends 
of  religion.     I  mail  in  this  difcourfe  endea- 
vour 
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vour  to  explain  his  doctrine  of  j  unification  S  e  r  m- 
by  grace,  without  works,  and  by  faith,  as  in  VI. 
oppofition  to  the  law  ;  which  two  ap- 
pear from  the  text  to  have  a  neceiTary  con- 
nexion. Therefore  it  is  of  faith  that  it  might 
be  by  grace ,  to  the  end  the  promife  might  be 
jure  to  all  the  feed,,  not  to  that  only  which  if 
of  the  law ,  but  to  that  alfo  which  is  of  the  faith 
of  Abraham. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  us  confider  the 
meaning  of  this  apoftle's  doctrine  of  j uni- 
fication by  grace  without  works.  That  he 
teaches  this  is  plain  to  any  one  who  reads  his 
epiftles,  Rom.  iii.  24.  having  largely  prov'd, 
that  all  men  had  finned  and  were  corrupt, 
both  Jews  and  Gentiles  ;  that  all  had  fallen 
fhcrt  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  were  con- 
cluded under  wrath  ;  he  favs,  they  are 
juftified  freely  by  grace,  thrd  the  redemption 
that  is  in  Chrifi  Jfus.  And  in  the  -11th 
chapter,  having  difcourfed  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Jews,  that  is,  the  body  of 
the  nation  for  their  difobedience  to  the 
gofpel,  he  fays,  that  as  formerly,  in  the 
days  of  Elias,  when  there  was  a  general  de- 
fection of  the  Ifraelites  to  idolatry,  God  re- 
ferved  to  himfelf  feven  thoufand  who  did 
not  bow  the  knee  to  the  image  of  Baal;  fo 

K  4  at 
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SERM.at  that  time,  when  the  grofs  of  the  na- 
VI.  tion  were  ripening  themfelves  for  deftruc- 
tion  hy  their  obftinate  unbelief  and  imperii- 
tency,  there  was  a  remnant,  to  whom  the 
peculiar  privileges  of  God's  people  were 
appropriated  :  And  they  are  characterized 
by  the  election  of  grace,  as  in  oppofition  to 
works  :  For  it  is  faid,  ver.  6.  if  by  grace t 
then  it. is  no  more  of  works :  Otherivife  grace 
is  no  more  grace*  But  if  it  be  of  works,  then 
it  is  no  more  grace :  Otherwife  work  is  no 
more  work.  The  meaning  feems  to  be  plainly 
this.  There  are  but  two  ways  by  which 
men  can  be  rendered  acceptable  to  God  j 
either  by  an  exact  fulfilling  of  his  law, 
whereby  they  are  intitled  to  the  reward  as 
a  debt,  which  was  the  proud  claim  of  the 
Jews;  or  by  the  free  gift  of  pardon  upon 
fincere  repentance  and  amendment,  which 
is  the  gracious  tenor  of  the  chriftian  cove- 
nant. Between  thofe  two,  men  were  at 
that  time  divided  in  their  hopes,  and  the 
methods  they  propofed  for  obtaining  the  fa- 
vour of  God  ;  and  they  were  utterly  incon- 
fiitent  :  So  that  when  fome  endeavoured  to 
compound  them,  by  joining  with  the  faith  of 
Chrilt  and  the  obedience  of  the  Gofpel,  the 
neceilary  obfervance  of  the  ceremonial  law, 

the 
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the  apoftle  pronounces  fuch  an  attempt  al-  S  e  r  m. 
together  vain,  and  declares  in  effect,  that 
we  muft  hold  to  the  one  and  reject  the  other. 
For  he  fays,  Gal.  v.  4.  according  to  this 
fcheme,  Chrijl  is  become  of  no  effect  to  you : 
Whofoever  of  you  are  jujiified  by  the  law,  ye 
are  fallen  from  grace. 

This  notion  of  grace,  fo  much  infifted  on. 
in  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  is  intended  to 
mow  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  in  forgiving  our  fins,  and  ac- 
cepting us  :  It  cuts  off  all  pretences  to  merit, 
and  excludes  boafting.  Rom.  iii.  27.  Where 
is  boajling  then  f  it  is  excluded.  By  what 
law  f  of  works  ?  nay  j  but  by  the  law  of 
faith.  But  we  are  not  to  understand  all 
this,  as  if  the  gofpel  were  a  mere  uncondi- 
tionate  declaration  of  pardon  and  offer  of 
falvation :  On  the  contrary*,  it  eftablimes 
the  neceffary  and  perpetual  obligation  of  the 
moral  law,  and  is  defigned  to  refcue  men 
from  the  dominion  of  fin  :  As  the  apoftle 
fhows,  Rom.  vi.  J  4.  Sin  JJoall  not  have  do- 
minion over  you  :  For  ye  are  not  under  the 
law,  but  under  grace.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  teaches,  that  it  is  the  groffeft  abufe  of 
the  gofpel  grace  to  imagine,  that  becaufe 
we  are  under  it,    we  may  take  a  liberty  to 

fin ; 
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Serm.  fin  :  For,  as  the  Jews  by  circumcifion  were 
bound  to  the  obfcrvance  of  the  whole  law, 
which  required  a  perfect  unfmning  confor- 
mity to  it,  as  the  condition  of  acceptance, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  that  covenant,  do 
this  and  live  ;  but  that  law,  giving  the  know- 
ledge of Jin ,  could  neither  deliver  men  from 
the  power,  nor  the  punifhment  of  it :  So, 
by  being  initiated  into  chriftianity,  we  be- 
come bound  to  obedience,  in  the  merciful 
fenfe,  which  the  gofpel  indifpenfably  re- 
quires, and  accepts  :  That  is,  to  fincerity, 
not  finlefs  perfection.  But  if  we  fin  wilfully, 
and  obftinately,  under  grace,  or  under  the 
chriftian  profeflion  j  fo  far  from  being 
thoroughly  justified,  we  are  rendered  ob- 
noxious to  inevitable  condemnation  :  For 
fays  the  apoftle  at  the  23d  ver.  the  wages  of 
fn  is  death. 

Secondly,  let  us  confider  the  meaning  of 
juftification  by  faith  without  the  law.  That 
it  is  the  doctrine  of  St.  Paid  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  is  the  refult  of  a  long  difcourfe 
on  the  general  depravity  of  men,  rendering 
them  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God  ;  and  the 
divine  mercy  in  fetting  forth  Chrift  to  be 
a  propitiation  for  fin,  Rom.  iii.  28.  Therefore 

we 
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we  conclude  that  a  man'is  jujlified  by  faith  Serm- 
without  deeds  of  the  law ;  which  doctrine  VI. 
he  fays,  at  the  31ft  ver.  of  the  fame  chapter, 
does  not  make  'void  the  law,  but  ejlablijh  it 
rather.  It  does  not  derogate  from  the  ho- 
nour and  obligation  of  the  moral  immutable 
precepts,  which  are  taken  into  the  chriftian 
fcheme,  as  effential  ;  tho'  the  ceremonial 
inftitutions  are  declared  unneceffary,  and  un- 
profitable to  j uftification.  It  is  almoft  need- 
lefs  to  mention  particular  paffages  from  this 
apoftle  -y  his  epiftles  abound  with  fo  many, 
which  every  reader  muft  obferve.  What 
expreffions  can  be  more  ftrong  and  full  than 
thofe  in  Gal.  ii.  15,  16.  {hewing  that  not 
only  the  Gentiles,  but  the  Jews  themfelves, 
with  all  their  great  privileges,  muft  obtain 
forgivenefs  and  the  favour  of  God,  in  this 
way  only  ?  We  who  are  fews  by  nature ', 
and  not  jinriers  of  the  Gentiles :  Knowing 
that  a  man  is  j?  fifed,  not  by  the  deeds  of 
the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Chrifi,  even  we 
have  believed  in  jefus  Chrifi,  that  we  ??iight 
be  jujlified  by  the  faith  of  Chrifi,  and  not  by 
the  works  of  the  law  :  For  by  the  works  of  the 
law  fall  no  fiefi:  be  jujlified. 

To  undeiftand  this  we  may  obferve,  that 
chriftian ity   being  a  revelation  from  heaven, 

that 
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SERM.that   it  may  have  any  good  effecT:  upon  us, 
VI.  -we  muft  believe  it.     And  accordingly  it  is 
obvious  that  faith  is  what  the  gofpel  requires 
as  a  firft  and  fundamental  duty  :    That  we 
mould  believe  in  God,    and   believe  in  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     Whereas  by  the  religion 
of  the  Jews,  efpecially  in  their  latter  days, 
and  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  blend  Ju- 
daifm  with  chriftianity,    the  great  ftrefs  was 
laid  on  a  fcrupulous  and  exact  obfervance  of 
the     ceremonial    appointments  :     Therefore 
the  gofpel  is  called  by  St.  Paid,  the  faith,  and 
the  other  the  law.     Thus  in  the  firft  to   the 
Rom.  and    ^th  ver.    he  declares  the  end  of 
the   apoftlefhip    which    he    received    from 
Chrift,    that  it  was  for  obedience  to  the  faith. 
What   can  the  meaning  of  that  expreftion 
be,    but  obedience  to  the  law  of  Chrift,  or 
the  gofpel,  which  God  publifhed  by  him  to 
the  gentile  world  ?    as  it  is  faid,  Acls  vi.  7. 
that  a  great  number  of  the  priejis  were  obe- 
dient to  the  faith.     And  in  the  third  of  the 
'Gal.  and  2d  ver.  this  only  woidd  I  learn  of 
you,  received  ye  the  Jpirit  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?    and   ver.  5 
he   that   minifireth   the  Jpirit,    and    worketh 
miracles  among  you,  doth  he  it  by  the  works 
of   the    law,     or  by  the  hearing   of  faith? 

Where 


Of  Jujiif cation  by  Faith.  141 

Where  it  is    plain  that  faith    fignifies  theSERM. 
chriftian    religion.      It   is  to  this    therefore     VI. 
that  the  apoftle  attributes  fuch  efficacy  to  the 
juftification  of  men. 

But  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  St. 
Paul's  intention  is  to  attribute  our  acceptance 
with  God  to  any  peculiar  virtue  in  faith,  as 
feparated  from  thofe  works,  and  obedience, 
which  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  it.  The 
faith,  by  which  he  fays  we  are  jultified,  is 
that  which  worketh  by  love,  which  pro* 
duces  a  fincere  love  to  God  and  men,  with 
the  proper  expreffions  of  it,  in  the  practice 
of  true  piety  and  virtue.  Befides,  we  find 
him  as  much  as  any  of  the  facred  writers, 
prefling  Ariel:  holinefs  and  conformity  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  laying  as  great  a  ftrefs  up- 
on it.  The  four  laft  chapters  of  his  epiftle 
to  the  Romans ,  are  wholly  taken  up  in  re- 
commending the  virtues  of  private  and  fo- 
cial  chriftian  life  :  And  many  exhortations 
of  the  fame  kind  are  to  be  met  with  in  his 
epiftles  to  the  Galatians.  Indeed,  if  we  con- 
fider  chriftianity  as  a  divine  law  enforced 
with  proper  fanctions ;  and  it  is  in  this  light 
the  apoftles  and  evangelifts  always  fet  it; 
they  reprefent  it  as  the  grace  of  God,  which 
hath  appeared  unto  men  bringing  falvation, 

but 
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5ERM.but  it  does  not  terminate  wholly  in  their  de- 
VI.  liverance  from  punifhment,  nor  is  the  defign 
anfwered  on  their  part  by  bare  believing, 
for  it  teaches  us,  that  denying  all  wigodli?iefst 
and  worldly  li/Jls,  we  JJjould  live  foberly, 
rightecujly  and  godly :  And  this  as  the  only 
foundation,  upon  which  we  can  look  for  the 
blejjed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  :  No 
man  can  read  the  New  Teftament  with  any 
degree  of  attention,  without  being  convinced 
that  its  principal  fcope  is,  to  teach  and  urge 
men  to  goodnefs,  righteoufnefs,  temperance, 
and  patience,  by  the  llrongell  motives,  and 
particularly  by  the  hope  of  acquittal  in  the 
day  of  judgment,  and  of  obtaining  eternallife; 
if,  I  fay,  we  confider  it  in  this  light,  there 
can  remain  no  doubt  but  that,  tho'  by  the 
works  of  the  law,  as  fet  againfr.  faith,  a  man 
cannot  be  juftified,  yet  that,  the  works  and 
obedience  of  which  faith  is  the  great  ani- 
mating principle,  are,  in  conjunction  with 
it,  the  condition  of  our  acceptance.  All 
this  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  example  of 
Abraham,  and  the  method  of  his  juftifica- 
ticn,  which  St.  Paul  reprefents  as  a  prece- 
dent to  all  after  ages,  and  argues  from  it. 
He    arTerts    that   Abraham    was    accounted 

righteous 
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righteous  before    God,    while   circumcifion  S  e  R  m- 
was  not  yet  inftituted,    nor  any  of  the  legal     VI. 
ceremonies.     In  this  chapter  he  afks,  what 
Jhall  we  fay  then,  that   Abraham  oar  father, 
as  pertaining  to  the  flefh,    hath  found?  for 
if  Abraham  were  jujiified  by  works,  he  hath 
whereof  to  glory \    but  ?;ot  before  God :  That 
is,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  his  having  any 
thing  whereof  to  glory  before  God.     For  he 
adds,    what  faith    the  fcripture  ?    Abraham 
believed  God,    and  it  was  counted  to  him  for 
righteoufnefs.      Now,     to   him    that    worketh, 
is  the  reward  reckoned  not  of  grace,    but  of 
debt.     But  to  him  that  worketh  not,    but  be- 
lieveth  on  him  who  jufiifeth  the  ungodly,    his 
faith  is  counted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs.     Thus 
the     religion    of    Abraham    was  Sufficient  ; 
a  religion  without   ceremonies,  which  after- 
wards were  in  fo  high  efteem,  and  accounted 
fo  neceffary  among  the  Jews ;  a  principle  of 
faith,  or  of  confidence  in  the  goodnefs,  and  the 
promife  of  God,  producing  intire  resignation 
to   his  providence,    and  fincere  obedience  to 
his  commandments.       It  was  fo  before  the 
giving  of  the  law  :  Why  not  after  its  abolition  ? 
Chriftianity  is  the  religion  of  Abraham   re- 
ftor'd  :     A    plain,    unceremonious    form    of 
divine  fervice,  animated  by  that  faith,  which 

fees 
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Serm.  fees  him  who   is  invifble,  is  the  fub fiance  of 
VI.     things  hoped  for •,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not 
J feen,  and  worketh  by  love. 

Farther,  St.  Paul  argues  not  from  the 
example  of  Jibraham  only,  but  from  the 
tenor  of  the  declarations  which  were  made  to 
him.  The  promife  was  given  him,  that  he 
fhould  be  the  heir  of  the  worldy  the  father  of 
many  nations,  and  have  a  numerous  feed: 
Which  the  apoftle  interprets,  not  of  his 
natural  offspring,  tho'  they  were  as  the  ftars 
of  Heaven  for  multitude,  for  thefe  were  not 
all  heirs  of  the  promife  in  the  fpiritual  fenfe  : 
But  fo  as  to  extend  to  all  who  mould  walk 
in  his  fteps  ;  that  is,  imitate  his  faith,  and 
his  virtue.  Now  the  promife  was  made  to 
him  while  he  was  yet  uncircumcifed,  and 
therefore  as  the  text  fays,  is  fure  to  all  the 
feed :  Not  to  that  only  which  is  of  the  law, 
but  to  that  alfo,  which  is  of  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  who  is  the  father  of  us  all.  And 
more  fully  at  the  loth  ver.  How  was  it 
(righteoufnefs)  then  reckoned '?  When  he  was 
in  circumcifion,  or  in  uncircumcifion  f  not 
in  circumcifion,  but  in  uncircumcifion.  And 
he  received  the  fgn  of  circumcifion ,  afeal  of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faith,  which  he  had 
being  yet  uncircumcifed :     That  he  might  be 

the 
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the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  though  S  e  r  m. 
they  be  uncircumcifed ;  that  right  eoufnejs  VI. 
might  be  imputed  to  them  alfo.  From  all 
which  it  is  apparent,  what  law  it  is  the 
apoftle  intends  to  exclude  from  a  mare  in 
our  justification  :  It  is  that  law,  which  was 
added  becaufe  of  tranfgreffion,  denouncing 
wrath  for  every  difobedience,  and  binding 
men  over  to  punimment  for  the  leaft  failure, 
which  therefore  could  not  give  life.  And 
the  Jews  miftook  its  nature  and  defign,  if 
they  expected  life  by  it :  For  it  was  intended 
only  as  a  fchoolmafter,  to  lead  them,  by  its 
fevere  difcipline,  to  Chrift  the  prcmifed  feed, 
who  declared  righteoufnefs  by  faith,  or  up- 
on the  more  favourable  and  gracious  terms 
of  a  fincere,  tho'  imperfect  ( bedience  to 
the  gofpel,  This,  I  fay,  is  the  law  which 
the  apoille  excludes  from  a  (hare  in  our  juf- 
tification :  Not  the  eternal,  unchangeable 
law  of  fobriety,  righteoulhefs,  godlinefs, 
and  charity,  which  chriftianity,  or  the  grace 
that  brings  falvation,  teaches,  and  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner  enforces,  making  our  obe- 
dience to  it  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  our  ob- 
taining the  reward  it  promifes. 

Thus  the  feeming  contradiction  between 
the   apoftlcs    St.  Paid  and  St.  James  is  very 

Vol.  I.  L  eafily 
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SERM.eafily  reconciled.  The  one,  as  I  have  al- 
**■•  ready  fhewed,  teaches,  that  we  are  juftified 
by  grace  and  by  faith  without  works :  The 
other  directly  afferts,  that  faith  without 
works  cannot  juftify.  They  both  prove 
their  feemingly  contrary  aflertions  by  the  ex- 
ample of  Abraham.  For  as  St.  Paul  ex- 
prefsly  fays,  h\s  faith  without  works  was  im- 
puted to  him  for  right  eoufnefs ;  and  refers  to 
the  words  of  fcripture,  Gen.  xv.  6.  Abra- 
ham believed  and  it  was  counted  to  Urn  for 
right  eoufnefs.  St.  fames  as  plainly  fays, 
was  not  Abraham  our  father  juftified  by 
works  when  he  offered  his  Jon  Ifaac  upon  the 
altar?  And  fupports  his  doctrine  by  the 
fame  paffage  in  Genefs :  For,  fays  he,  and 
the  fcripture  was  fulfilled  which  faith,  Abra- 
ham believed  Gody  and  it  was  counted  to  him 
for  right  eoufnefs.  But  the  works  which 
thefe  two  apollles  fpeak  of  are  intirely  dif- 
ferent. St.  Paul  treats  of  the  works  of  the 
law,  of  circumcifion,  and  facruices,  and 
warning,  and  tythcs :  But  St.  fames  of 
judgment,  mercy  and  faith,  and  the  love  of 
God  j  of  virtue  and  charity  out  of  a  pure 
hearty  and  a  good  co?ifcienceJ  "and  faith  un- 
feigned. Thefe  laft,  as  he  fpeaks  in  the 
cafe  of  Abraham i    work  together  with  faith, 

and 
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and  by  them  faith  is  made  pcrfcSl.  That Serm. 
eminent  patriarch  did  not  obtain  righteouf-  ^  I 
nefs,  and  that  high  title  of  the  friend  of 
God,  by  his  diligence  and  zeal  in  ritual  ob- 
fervances  ;  but  by  a  very  fubflantial  proof  of 
his  confidence  in  God,  and  resignation  to 
his  will,  which  carried  faith  to  its  highefl 
perfection.  In  like  manner,  altho'  the 
works  of  the  mofaic  inftitution,  or  the 
Jewim  religion,  are  now  laid  afide  ;  and  if 
we  feek  to  be  justified  by  them,  we  are  fallen 
from  grace ;  it  does  not  follow,  that  the 
works  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  of  Chrift,  are 
unnecefTary  likewife  ;  for  by  them  it  is  that 
faith  is  made  perfect,  practical  chriflianity 
receives  its  fmifh'd  form,  and  they  are  what 
the  gofpel  indifpenfably  requires  to  our  fal- 
vation. 

The  fum  is  this ;  when  the  religion  of 
nature,  which  efTentially  confirls  in  an  imi- 
tation of  God's  moral  perfections,  when 
this  was  fo  obfeured  in  the  degenerate  ftate 
of  human  nature,  that  the  end  generally 
could  not  be  obtained  by  it,  that  is,  bring- 
ing men  to  the  regular  practice  of  virtue, 
and  to  the  happinefs  they  were  originally 
deiign'd  for  j  it  pleafcd  God  to  favour  fjme 
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SERM.of  mankind  with  a  pofitive  revelation  of  his 
VI.     will.     The  patriarchal  form  of  religion  was 
firir.  inftituted,    and  then  the    Mofaical,    in 
which  with  a  mixture  of  many  ceremonies, 
fuitable  to  the  then  ftate  of  things,  and  the 
genius  of  the  people  to  whom  it  was  given, 
there  are  many  excellent  inftruclions  in  the 
chief  points  of  duty  :    but,    afterwards  this 
alfo    proving   infufficient,     for    the    apoftle 
fhews,    that  both  fews   and  Gentiles  finned* 
and  fell  fiort  of  the  glory  of  Gody  and  there- 
fore   were    equally   concluded    under   wrath ; 
it  pleafed   God,  by  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
publifh   the   law  of  faith,    and  declare   his 
right eoufnefs  for  the    remijjion   of  fins  ;     by 
which  all,    who  fubmit  to  it,  whether  for- 
merly under  the  Jewifh  difpenfation,  or  hea- 
thenifh  darknefs  and  fuperftition,  mould  be 
alike  entitled  to  the  favour  of  God. 

By  this  new  conftitution  the  former  was 
difannulled,  becaufe  of  the  weaknefs  and 
unprofitablenefs  thereof.  But  the  erTence  of 
religion  remains  the  fame  and  unalterable, 
however  the  outward  forms  of  it  may  vary. 
The  fubftance  of  all  true  religion  is  obe- 
dience to  the  moral  and  eternal  law  of  God  j 
that  is,  to  imitate  him  iv<  juftice,  holinefs, 
and  mercy.     The  ceremonies  which  Mofes 

inftituted 
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inftituted  were  of  no  fignifkancy,  farther  Serm- 
than  as  they  ferved  to  promote  this  end,  as  VI. 
appears  by  many  exprefs  declarations  of  the 
Old  Teftament  itfelf.  The  Prophets  often 
warn  the  Ifraelites  not  to  truft  in  their  obla- 
tions, and  their  ritual  obfervances ;  for  God 
loved  mercy  more  than  facrifice  j  and  the 
know ledge  of  him,  and  obedience  to  his  moral 
law,  more  than  all  their  burnt-offerings  ; 
that  he  took  no  pleafure  in  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats  ;  nay  thoufands  of  rams,  and 
ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oyl,  could  not  expiate 
the  leaf  of  their  tranfgreffons.  And  the 
only  way  to  pleafe  him  was,  to  ceaje  to  do 
evil,  and  learn  to  do  well ;  to  feek  judgment, 
relieve  the  opprejfed,  judge  the  fatherlefs,  and 
plead  for  the  widow :  in  fine,  to  do  juflly,  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  God. 
Thus  the  apoftle  teaches  us  to  underftand 
the  true  fpirit  of  the  Jewifh  religion,  and  to 
diftinguim  between  a  nominal  Jew,  who  is 
one  outwardly,  and  him  who  is  iincere,' 
and  comes  up  to  the  real  defign  of  his  pro- 
feffion.  Rom.  ii.  28,  29.  He  is  not  a  few 
who  is  one  outwardly  ;  neither  is  that  circum- 
fion  which  is  outward  in  the  Jleflj  :  but  he  is 
a  Jew,  which  is  one  inwardly,  and  circum- 
fon  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit  and  not 

L  3  in 
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Serm.z.7  the  letter,  wfofe  praife  is  not  of  men  but 
VI.  of  God.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  in  chriftia- 
nity,  which  is  perverted  in  the  worft  man- 
ner, if  we  take  encouragement  from  it  to 
fin.  The  apoftle  having  fully  eftablifh'd 
his  doctrine  of  grace,  and  faid,  that  it  did 
h  more  abound  where  fin  had  abounded ; 
aiks  this  queftipn,  what  fall  we  fay  then, 
Rom.  vi.  1.  fail  we  continue  in  fin  that  grace 
may  abound  f  Which  inference  he  rejects 
with  the  utmoft  abhorrence.  God  forbid  ! 
and  goes  on  to  mew,  that  it  is  quite  con- 
trary to  the  nature  and  defign  of  the 
chriftian  ftate,  whereby  we  are  dead  to  fin, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  live  any  longer 
therein.  Elfewhere  he  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  moll: 
mocking  abfurdity,  to  make  Chiift  the  mi- 
nijler  of  fn  ;  which  is  really  the  meaning  of 
reprefen.ing  the  gofpel,  as  if  it  made  void 
the  law,  or  in  any  reipect  weaken'd  the 
obligation  which  is  upon  chriftians  to  keep 
its  precepts. 

Upon  the  whole  j  one  cannot  imagine  a 
greater  inconfiftency,  than  for  a  chriftian  to 
tranfact  with  God  and  claim  to  his  favour^ 
upon  the  foot  of  external  obfervances,  or  of 
faith,  while  he  allows  himfelf  in  any  vicious 
courfe,  and  neglects  judgment,  mercy,  and 

the 
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the  love  of  God.    This  is  to  transfer  Judaifm,  Serm. 
not  the  true  religion  taught  by  the  Prophets  to     VI. 
the   Ifraelites,    but  the  perverfe  notions  and 
fpirit,  which  prevail'd  among  them  in  their 
word    and     moff     degenerate    times,     into 
chriftianity  5  fo  much  the  more  inexcufable, 
as  the   difpenfation   we  are  under,    docs   in 
comparifon  with   the  former,  bear  the  cha- 
racter  of  fpirit  and  truth.     Who  can  think 
that  baptifm,  the  Lord's  fupper,  prayer,  not 
to  fpeak  of  ufages  merely  of  human  inven- 
tion,   will  be   any  more   available,    without 
the  new  creature  and  faith  working  by  love, 
than  circumcifion,  facrificcs,  and  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  meats  and  days  ? 

It  is  altogether  as  unreafonable  to  expect 
acceptance  by  faith  without  works,  which 
is  really  dead.  The  law  of  faith  indeed 
excludes  boafting  5  but  not  diligence  in  good 
works.  Let  us  therefore  give  all  diligence 
to  make  cur  calling  and  election  fure,  2  Pet.  i. 
10.  and  the  way  is  mark'd  out,  ver.  5,-  6, 
7.  of  the  fame  chapter  ;  and  let  us  remem- 
ber the  doctrine  of  the  apoftle  John,  1  epift. 
iii.  7.  Little  children  let  no  man  deceive  you , 
he  that  doth  righteoujhefs  is  righteous,  even  as 
he  is  righteous. 

L  4  S  E  R- 
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SERMON    VII. 

Of  a  Confcience  void  of  Offence. 

Acts  xxiv.   1 6. 

And  herein  do  I  exercife  rnyfelf  to  have  al- 
ways a  ccnjcience  void  of  offence  towards 
God  and  towards  men. 

Serm.  f  a   A  H  E  S  E  words  are  a  part  of  St  Paul's 
VII-  apology  for  himfelf  before  Felix  the 

Roman  governor.  He  was  vehe- 
mently accufed  by  the  Jews  as  an  heretick, 
a  mover  of  fedition,  and  guilty  of  profan- 
ing the  temple  of  Jeru/alem.  But,  the 
particular  crime  objected  to  him,  and  which 
principally  ftir'd  up  their  rage,  was  his  be- 
ing a  ring-leader  of  the  feci:  of  the  Naza- 
renes ;  fo  they  called  the  christians.  In  his 
defence  he  exprefsly  denies  the  facts  charg'd 
upon  him  ;  fuch  as  his  having  mov'd  fedi- 
tion in  Jerufalem>  and  profan'd  the  temple  : 
But,  for  what  they  called  herefy,  he  frankly 
acknowledged  it,  at  the  fame  time  infilling, 
that  it  was  innocent  both  with  refpect  to  re- 
ligion 
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ligion  and  civil  fociety.     For  as  to  religion,  Se  k  m. 
he  agreed  with  the   Jews  in  worshipping  the    VII. 
God  of  his  and  their  fathers,  and  receiving 
without  exception   what  they  alfo  profefs'd 
to  be  the   rule   of  their  faith,    namely,    all 
that  is  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes  and  the 
prophets :    Particularly   he    hoped  in    God, 
which  the    Pharifees  themfelves,    his  fierce 
accufers,  alfo  allowed,  for  a  future  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  dead,  as  that  which  (hall   com- 
plete the  felicity  of  good  men.     What  harm 
could    poffibly    accrue   to  the    intereff.   and 
profeffion  of  true  religion,  where  fuch  prin- 
ciples  were  uniformly   maintained  ?  Efpeci- 
ally  if  we  add,    what  the  apoftle  afTerts  to 
have  been  the  genuine  effect  of  them  upon 
his  mind,    and  his  converfation ;  and  herein 
do  I  exercife  tnyfelf  to  have  always  a  confeience 
void    of    offence   towards    God     and  towards 
men.     This  is   the  true  teft,    by  which  our 
pretended  zeal  for  religion,  and  belief  of  its 
doctrines,    are  to  be   tried  and   determined. 
Without  it  zeal  is  but  a  human,    indeed  a 
corrupt  pafTion :    And    faith,    or  profeffion, 
be   it  ever  fo   found,    no  better  than  infide- 
lity.    But,  he  that  fmcerely   exercifes  him- 
felf  herein,  to  have  always  a  confeience  void 
of  offence,    in  effect  the  fame,    that  feareth 

God 
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S  r:  R  m.  God  and  worketb  right confnefs^  will  be  ac- 
VII.  cepted  with  God  as  his  approved  fervant ; 
and  fulfils  all  the  purpofes  of  religion  :  At 
the  fame  time  he  ought  to  be  acknowledged 
a  good  member  of  fociety,  and  is  not  juftly 
obnoxious  to  civil  government.  The  cafe 
being  fo,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  under- 
Hand,  and  Hill  of  greater  importance  to  imi- 
tate the  example  of  the  apoftle.  In  order 
to  which  I  will  endeavour  in  the  following 
difcourfe,  ift,  To  mow  what  it  is  to  have  a 
confcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and 
towards  men  ;  2dly,  I  will  confider  this  as 
the  proper  fuhject  of  our  conftant  attention 
and  exercife  j  3dly,  The  neceffity  and  rea- 
fonablenefi  of  it. 

Firft,  I  am  to  mew  what  it  is  to  have  a 
confcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and 
towards  men.  I  fuppofe  every  one  of  us  to 
know  what  confcience  is,  fo  far  as  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  prefent  purpofe.  We  all  know 
that  our  minds,  confeious  of  their  own  fen- 
timents,  affections,  difpofitions  and  volun- 
tary actions,  have  a  power  of  reflecting  on 
themfelves,  and  what  paffes  in  them  j  nay, 
by  a  multitude  of  occafions  are  unavoidably 
led  to  it.  And  nothing  upon  a  review  oc- 
curs 
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curs  of  greater  moment,  and  yet  more  ob-  Serm, 
vioufly,  than  our  own  moral  characters,  our  VII. 
tempers,  our  works;  which  are  accompa- 
nied with  the  higheit  pleafure  in  our  appro- 
bation, or  the  moir.  painful  felf-reproach. 
It  is  true  the  principle  of  felf-love  deeply 
rooted  in  our  nature,  makes  us  always  fen- 
fible  to  our  own  interests  ;  fo  that  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  having  wifely  promoted  it,  gives 
pleafure.  As  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
galling  to  confider,  that  we  have  been  want- 
ing to  ourfelves,  and  imprudently  taken  the 
meafures  which  tend  to  obftrucr.  our  own 
happinefs.  But,  moral  confcience  is  of  a 
peculiar  kind;  and,  abftxacling  from  the 
natural  good  and  evil,  or  pleafure  and  pain 
to  ourfelves,  which  muft  follow,  the  firfi:  and 
fimpleft  reflection  on  our  having  done  right 
or  wrong,  immediately  gives  joy  or  remorfe. 
Perhaps  there  is  not  a  rational  being,  to  whom 
fome  characters  and  works  do  not  appear  at 
firfc  fight  to  have  an  infeparable  turpitude  $ 
and  a  confcioufnefs  of  them  is  horridly  often- 
five  :  As  the  oppofite  difpofitions  and  works 
are  neceffarily  judged  amiable. 

The   painful   fenfe  of  evil  done  is  accom- 
panied  with  fear,    becaufe  of  apprehended 
ill   deferving,     which    the  mind   is  imme- 
diately 
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Serm.  diately   (Truck  with  when  it  reflects  on   its 

VII.     own  wickednefs  j    as,  on  the  contrary,  there 

arifes  an  inward  fecurity  and  confidence  from 

a   confeioufnefs  of  our  own   innocence  and 

integrity.      Efpecially    the  mind,    which  is 

firmly    perfuaded    concerning    God   the    fu- 

preme,    the   infinitely     wife,    the    perfectly 

righteous,  and  good   governor  of  the  world, 

muft  feel  in  the   moft  affecting  manner  the 

accufations,  and  the  acquittals  of  conference, 

which    pronounces    its  judgments    with   an 

eye  to  his   fuperior  tribunal,    and  with   an 

expectation  of  their  being  confirm'd  by  him  -y 

as  the  work  of  the  divine  law  is  written  on 

every  human  heart,  we  naturally  have  pre- 

faging  thoughts  of  the  account  which   we 

muft    give  of    our   own    actions,    and  that 

every   work   fiall  be   brought   into  judgment, 

did  every  Jecret  thing,    whether   it   be  good 

or  evil. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  by  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  human  mind,  which  compre- 
hends a  variety  of  principles  or  fprings  of 
action,  confeience  is  properly  the  fuperior 
controuling  faculty,  becaufe  the  power  of 
approving  or  condemning  belongs  to  it. 
Every  affection,  every  appetite,  is  a  diftinct 
and  direct  fpring  of  action  j  but  as  there  is 
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a  regular  ceconomy,  and  one  common  end Serm, 
intended  in  the  whole  frame,  and  an  enjoy-    VII. 
ment  fuitable  to  fuch  a  being,  refulting  from 
the  regular   ule  of  all  its  parts  or  exercife  of 
all  its  powers,  there   mull:  for  this  purpofe 
be  a  confiftency  or  harmony  of  the  whole, 
or  the  creature  rauil  be  eafy  in  itfelf,  which 
it  cannot  poflibly  be,  unlefs  the  felf-reflecling 
power,    or   confcience   be   fatisfied.     Hence 
arifes  a  proper  obligation,  the  fovereignty  of 
confcience  ought  to  be   acknowledged,  and 
its  dictates  obey'd  3  for  he  that  hearkens  to 
its  voice,  and  complies  with  it,  poffefles  an . 
inward  tranquillity  •    he   that  acts  in  oppo- 
fition  to  it  is  by  the  very  frame  of  his  na- 
ture uneafy  and  difcontented  in  Kimfelf.     Still 
it  is  to  be  remember'd,  as  was  hinted  be- 
fore,   that  to   minds  poflefs'd  with  the  fe- 
rious   belief  and  fear  of  the  deity,  this  has 
a  reference  to  his  fuperior  tribunal,  where 
we   cannot  help  expecting  that  the  fentence 
of  our  felf-rerlecting  power  will  be  affirm'd  ; 
for   if  we  confider  God  as  the  voluntary  de- 
figning  author  of  our  constitution,    'tis  im- 
polTible,    I   think,  for  a  reafonable   attentive 
perfon  to  doubt  but  he  intended  we  mould 
act  according  to  its  direction ;  confequently, 
that   our   obeying    the    voice    of  confcience 

pleafes, 
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Se  r  m.  pleafes,  the  contrary  difpleafes  him.  If 
VII.  cur  hearts  condemn  zis,  that  is,  if  confcience 
diiapprove  our  difpofitions  and  the  habitual 
courfe  of  our  actions,  or  any  deliberate  de- 
figned  work,  we  have  then  reafon  to  dread 
the  vengeance  of  him  who  is  greater  than 
cur  hearts  and  knoweth  all  things :  *  if  our 
hearts  condemn  us  not>  then  have  we  confidence 
toward^  God. 

It  follows,  that  to  all  purpofes  of  virtue 
and  religion,  to  fatisfy  the  obligations  of  our 
nature  and  to  pleafe  God,  which  is  the  great 
aim  of  piety,  the  {hort  and  comprehenfive 
rule  of  conduct  is  always  to  act  according  to 
confcience. 

But,  the  queftion  is  concerning  the  cer- 
tainty of  this  rule;  will  it  bear  us  out  in 
every  cafe  ?  Is  confcience  infallible  ?  I  anfwer 
it  is  not,  nor  did  God  intend  we  mould 
have  an  infallible  direction  in  this  imper- 
fect ftate.  We  are  here  in  an  infancy 
of  being,  training  up  to  a  more  per- 
fect condition,  in  the  mean  time  liable  to 
fome  errors  in  judgment,  and  in  practice 
purfuant  to  them :  but  the  direction  pro- 
pofed,     if    it    be     rightly     underftood     and 

*   1  John  iii.   20,  21. 

impartially 
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impartially  follow'd,  is  fafe  and  abfolutely  S  e  r  m« 
the  beft.  In  any  cafe  propos'd  relating  to  VII. 
practice,  let  the  mind  free  from  the  impor- 
tunities of  appetite  and  the  tumults  of  paffion, 
both  which  it  is  the  province  of  confeience 
to  correct  and  reflrain,  let  a  man,  I  fay, 
calmly  put  the  queftion  to  himfelf  what  is 
right?  and,  I  believe,  his  firft  thoughts  will 
generally  fuggeft  to  him  the  proper  anfwer, 
in  following  which  he  is  fafe.  After-con- 
fideration  very  often  gives  opportunity  for 
flefh  and  blood,  interefl  and  paffion,  to  in- 
finuate  themfelves,  and  mix  in  our  counfels, 
and  lead  to  tedious  reafonings,  the  effect  of 
which  frequently  is  to  miflead  or  perplex  the 
mind. 

There  are  two  fources  of  error  to  which 
our  practical  judgment  in  matters  of  con- 
feience is  liable,  and  of  which  we  mould 
always  be  aware,  and  they  are,  felf-partiality, 
and  falfe  notions  of  religion.  The  former 
our  experience,  if  we  be  attentive,  muit 
make  us  feniible  of.  We  always  make  al- 
lowance for  it  in  the  cafe  of  other  men, 
who  are  not  fuppofed  to  be  fair  enough 
judges,  in  the  caufes  wherein  they  are  inte- 
refted  ;  and  cool  reflexion  would  fatisfy  us,- 
that  it  is  often   fo  in  our  own  cafe.     There 

is 
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Serm.is  a  remarkable  example   of  this  in  the  hif- 
VII.    tory  of  David,    who,    after  committing  the 
heinous  crimes  of  adultery  and  murder  feems 
to  have  been  for  a  long  time  quite  infenfible 
of   his  guilt  ;    a  whole  year  pafs'd   without 
any  difcovery  of  his  remorfe  or  contrition  of 
heart.      But,     when     the    prophet     Nathan 
came  to  him,  and  in  a  parable  reprefented  to 
him  a  cafe  of  inhumanity  and  injuftice  fome 
way   parallel  to  his  own,    but  far   inferior ; 
immediately,  he   was   fir'd  with  indignation 
againft  the  fuppofed  offender.     What  ftrange 
partiality  was  this,    to  have   fo  high  refent- 
ment  againft  the  lefler  tranfgrefiion  of  ano- 
ther,   whilft    he    was  ftupidly  unconcerned 
about   much  greater  guilt  of  his  own  ?  The 
applications  of    the  parable,    however,    was 
the  means  of  David's  conviction  and  being 
brought  to   repentance.      But   after  all,  the 
remedy  againft  this  evil  is  in  ourfelves,  and 
it  is  the  proper  office  of  confcience  to  extir- 
pate it.     For  what  is  felf  partiality,  but  dif- 
honefty  of  heart  ?    And  therefore  it  is  plain- 
ly contrary  to  confcience,  not  an  exception 
to  the  rule  propoied,  but  a  direct  violation 
of  it,  juft  as  any  other  vice  is,  or  an  unruly 
paflion  indulged.     And  if  we  will  refolutely 

follow 
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"follow  the   example  of  the  text  here  in  ex- Serm, 
crcifing  ourfekes   to  have  a  confeience  void  of    VII. 
offence.     We  muft  banifh   this  unfairnefs  of 
mind  among  other  corrupt  biaffes  and  vicious 
affections. 

Falie  notions  of  religion  may  be  with  much 
more   reafon  be  thought  to  be  an  exception 
to  the   rule  of  following  univerfally  the  di- 
rection  of  confeience,  becaufe  the  influence 
of  them  in  mifleading  men  is  founded,  not  on 
infincerity  or  difhonefty  of  heart,  as  in  the 
other  cafe,    but   upon  a  religious  principle, 
that  God   is  in  all  things  to  be  imitated  and 
obeyed.       If,     therefore    we    have    wrong 
opinions  concerning  the  Deity,   if  we  ima- 
gine him  to  be  an  arbitrary  being,  who  go*- 
verns  the  world  by  abfolute  will,  without  any 
regard  to  equity  and   goodnefs,  this  opinion 
tends    to  infpire  men   with   the  like  fentir- 
ments,    and  raife  in  them  difpofitbns  con- 
trary to   benevolence.      If  we  miftake  the 
will  of  God,  and  imagine  things  pleafe  him 
which  really  do  not  pleafe  him,    the  effect: 
will  be  f peaking  and  acting  wickedly  for  God, 
and  from  a  principle   of  confeience.     They 
muft  be  quite  ftrangers  to  the  world,  to  the 
hiftory  of  all  paft  ages,    and  what  continues 
to  be  every  day  done  in  the  openeft  manner, 
Vol,.  I.  H  who 
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SERM.who  do  not  know  that  the  mod  prodigious 
VII.  iniquity  is  committed,  indeed  the  mofl 
cruel  barbarities  acted,  under  a  pretence  of 
zeal  for  God,  for  facred  truth,  and  pure 
religion  ;  not  a  deceitful,  lying,  pretence ; 
but  a  real  and  firm  perfwafion.  The  decla- 
rations of  fcripture  itfelf  will  not  luffer  us 
to  doubt  of  this.  Our  Saviour  tells  his  dif- 
ciples,  John  xvi.  2.  the  time  cometh,  when, 
ivhofoever  killeth  you,  fall  think  that  he  doth 
God  fervice.  But,  we  need  not  infift  on 
any  further  proof,  the  a  pottle  Paul  himfelf 
is  a  very  remarkable  example.  Before  his 
conversion  to  chriftianity,  fuperftition  had 
fo  far  milled  his  judgment,  that  he  was  a 
perfecutor,  a  blafphemer,  and  injurious, 
with  full  confent  of  mind  and  believing  he 
was  right :  For  he  fays  in  his  apology  before 
Agrippa  and  Fejius,  ABs  xxvi.  9.  I  verily 
thought  with  myfelf  I  ought  to  do  many  things 
contrary  to  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  fays,  ABs  xxiii.  1.  com- 
prehending the  very  time  of  his  outrageous 
perfecuting  zeal,  /  have  lived  in  all  good 
confcience  before  God  until  this  day  ;  mean- 
ing that  he  acted  according  to  his  prefent 
judgment  >  not  againft  it,  in  mere  com- 
pliance 
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pliance  with  luft  and  paflion,  as  fome  wick-  Serm. 
edly  do.  VII. 

From  what  has  been  now  faid  it  appears, 
that  nothing  can  be  of  greater  importance 
to  men  than  to  have  their  minds  well  in- 
form'd  concerning  the  meafures  of  their 
moral  conduct,  and  rightly  to  underftand 
the  practical  principles  of  religion.  Moft 
unhappy,  furely,  is  the  condition  of  that 
mind  which  is  thoroughly  poffefs'd  of  per- 
nicious errors,  and  the  more  earnestly  it  pur- 
fues  its  own  judgment  the  farther  ftill  it  goes 
aftray.  But,  this,  at  leaft,  in  points  of  the 
greater!:  moment,  is  certainly  not  inevitable  ; 
for  then  our  worft  errors  would  only  be  our 
infelicities,  and  our  actions  agreeable  to  them 
could  not  properly  be  called  our  fins.  But, 
indeed,  God  has  made  the  great  truths  con- 
cerning his  being,  his  perfection,  and  par- 
ticularly his  moral  character,  fo  manifeft, 
that  every  man  muft  difcern  them  who  ap- 
plies himfelf  to  the  inquiry  with  unpreju- 
diced and  careful  attention,  which  is  un- 
questionably the  duty  of  fuch  creatures  as 
we  are,  and  for  want  of  it  our  hearts  will 
fome  time  or  other  feverely  reproach  us. 
The  principal  parts  of  our  religion  being 
plain  inferences  from  the  divine  moral  attri- 

M  2  butes, 
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SERM.butes,  mud  be  very  open  to  every  impartial 
VII.  and  confiderate  enquirer.  And,  indeed,  if 
we  will  but  look  fairly  into  our  own  hearts, 
divefted  of  prepoffeffion  in  favour  of  received 
opinions,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  fee  what 
is  good  and  what  the  Lord  requires.  The 
very  firft  dictates  of  nature  will  fcarcely  ever 
miflead  an  honeft  heart ;  at  lead  they  will 
direct  him  contrary  to  the  tendency  of  fu- 
perftition,  that  is,  fullen  uncharitablenefs 
and  inhumanity.  It  muft  be  acknowledged 
there  are  fome  very  difficult  cafes  relating  to 
the  fubject  we  are  confidering,  and  it  will 
be  very  hard  to  determine,  how  far  errors  of 
judgment  excufe  wrong  practice.  We  have 
no  reafon  to  believe  that  ever  we  mall  be 
free  from  infirmities  and  miftakes  leading  us 
to  fome  wrong  actions,  while  we  are  in  this 
imperfect  ftate  j  and  mall  always  have  reafon 
to  join  with  the  Pfalmift  in  this  prayer, 
*  Cleanfe  me,  Lord,  from  fecret  faults,  who 
can  underjiand  his  errors  ?  What  merci- 
ful allowances  God  may  make  for  evil 
practices,  which  men  who  have  honeft 
intentions  in  the  main,  fall  into  through 
fuperftition,  which  was  the  cafe  of  the 
apoftle  Paul  before  his  converfion ;  what 
gracious  allowances  may  be  made  for  them, 

*  Pfalm  xix.  12. 
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I  fay,  muft  be  left  to  the  moil  equitable  Serm. 
and  merciful  judge  of  the  world:  And  what  VII. 
mercy  they  may  obtain,  becaufe  they  act, 
as  he  did,  ignorant ly  in  unbelief.  But,  for 
us  chriftians,  befides  the  voice  of  uncorrupted 
nature  which  every  well  difpofed  perfon  may 
underhand,  the  rule  of  our  religion  is  fo 
plain,  fo  fimple,  fo  free  from  fuperftition  of 
all  kinds,  its  declarations  fo  exprefs  for  moral 
piety,  confiding  in  the  love  of  God,  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  refignation  to  his  will  j 
for  this,  and  for  righteoufnefs,  temperance 
and  charity,  as  the  all  of  religion,  and  what 
only  God  will  be  pleas'd  with ;  we  mall  be 
of  all  others  the  mofr.  inexcufable  if  we  fall 
into  the  contrary  errors,  and  fuffer  our  con- 
fciences  to  be  offended  and  mifled  by  them. 

I  will  only  add  under  this  head,  that  as  a 
truly  uniform  virtuous  temper  and  courfe  of 
action  is  that  only  which  bears  an  exact  pro- 
portion to  the  human  mind,  making  it  fully 
and  conftantly  fatisfied  and  contented  in  it- 
felf  j  we  may  thus  judge  concerning  the 
different  cafes  referr'd  to  :  A  mind,  not  in- 
deed directly  difapproving  itfelf,  but  doing 
what  it  would  certainly  condemn  if  it  were 
not  covered  with  a  falfe  pretence  of  zeal  ;  I 
may  call  it  a  falfe  confeience,  erring  thro' 
M  3  fuperftition  j 
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S  e  rm.  fuperftition  ;  between  this  and  a  mind  free 
VII.  from  that  bias,  felf-pleas'd,  with  all  the 
good  affections,  benevolence  to  all  men,  as 
well  as  a  zeal  of  God  exerting  themfelves 
harmonioufly ;  both  which  are  exemplified 
in  the  apoftle  Paid  at  different  periods  of  his 
life,  tho'  in  both  he  fays  of  himfelf,  that 
he  lived  in  all  good  confcience  bejore  God. 
The  latter  is  full  of  peace  ;  a  calm  ferenity 
and  joy  diffufes  itfelf  thro'  the  whole  foul, 
and  no  difturbing  pafiions  approach  its  reft, 
the  apoftle  poffefs'd  his  mind  in  perfect  tran- 
quillity, undifmay'd  and  unterrified  in  the 
midlt.  of  perfecution  and  under  the  im- 
mediate expectation  of  death,  rejoicing  in 
the  tejlimony  of  his  conjeienece  that  in  fim- 
phcity  and  godly  Jinccrity,  not  with  flefly 
u-ijdcm>  hut  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  had  his 
converfation  in  the  world.  The  other  fort  of 
religion,  tho'  it  proceeds  from  a  zeal  to  God, 
and  is  in  fome  refpects  according  to  confci- 
ence, ye  does  not  fit  eafy  on  the  mind ;  it 
is  accompanied  with  perturbation,  and  ve^- 
hement,  tumultuous,  and  disquieting  paf- 
iions. St.  Paul,  tho'  he  faid  that  he  thought 
himfelf  oblig'd  (in  confcience)  to  do  many 
things  againft  chriftianity,  which  is  as  much 
as  can  be  faid  for  any  one  in  fuch  a  cafe,  yet 
acknowledges,    as  /i&s  xxvi.   u.  that  he  was 

exceeding 
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exceeding    mad   againjl   chriftians,    compelling Serm. 
them  to  blafplwme,    furely  a  mind  diffracted    VII. 
with   furious  raee  is  in  an   unnatural  ftate, 
and  fuch  as  cannot  be  the  genuine  effect  of 
religious  virtue. 

By  this  time,    I  hope,  we  may  be  able  to 
form  a  notion   of  what   it  is  to  have  a  con- 
fcience '  void   of  offence  5    it  is  to  have  that 
felf-reflecting   power,    which   in    every  hu- 
man   mind,    for  irfelf,     is  vefted    with   the 
fovereign  authority  of  judging  what  is  right 
and  wrong,  and,  accordingly,  approving  or 
condemning  its  own  difpofitions,  and  actions, 
upon   a  calm,    diligent,    impartial   confider- 
ation,  and  uiing  the  bell:  means  in  its  power 
for  being    well   informed ;    to  have   it   free 
from   the  imputation  and  felf-reproach,  not 
of    all    moral    infirmity    or  failing,    but   of 
every  habitual  courfe  of  known    evil,    and 
even  every  fingle,  allowed,  wilful,  wicked- 
nefs.     It  is  the  fame  thing  which  the  apoftle 
John  exprevfes   by  our  heart  not  condemning 
us,   ift  Ep.  iii.  21.      And  which  he   repre- 
fents  as  the   only   folid   foundation   of  con- 
fidence towards  God ;  as,  id  fact  it  was  the 
foundation  of  Job's  confidence,    fob  xxvii. 
5.   and  of  Hezekiah,  who,  under  the  imme- 
diate apprehenfions  of  death,  thus  exprefTes 

M4  in 
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Serm.  in  prayer  to  God,  his  having  a  confcience 
VII*  void  of  offence,  as  the  only  fupport  of  his 
foul  in  that  extremity,  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  3.  re- 
member, Lord,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee, 
in  truth,  and  with  a  p  erf  eel  heart,  and  done 
that  which  is  good  in  thy  fight. 

It  is  worthy  of  our  obfervation,  that  the 
apoftle,  in  this  very  brief  iummary  of  his 
religion,  exprefsly  mentions  two  objects  to- 
wards which  his  confcience  was  without 
offence,  namely,  God  and  man.  But  they 
are  of  different  consideration,  and  confcience 
has  to  do  with  them  in  very  different  ways. 
It  acknowledges  God  as  its  ibvereign  Lord  5 
its  meafures  of  right  and  wrong  are  his  laws, 
and  its  judgments  have  a  reference  to  his 
fuperior  unerring  tribunal,  for,  fays  St.  Paul, 
1  Cor.  iv.  4.  /  know  nothing  by  myjelf  yet 
am  1  not  hereby  jufifed,  but  he  that  judgeth 
me  is  the  Lord.  Confcience  owes  no  fuch 
refpect  to  any  man,  no  nor  to  all  mankind  ; 
nay,  it  maintains  its  fupremacy  againll  them 
all  j  their  joint  acquitting  verdict  cannot  dif- 
charge  its  accufations,  and  it  triumphs  in  iis 
iclf  approbation  if  they  fhould  all  concur  in 
condemning.  But,  the  meaning  is,  that 
there  being  two  principal  objects  without 
ourfelves,  upon  which  our  duty  terminates, 

God 
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God  and  man,    it  mould  be  our  care,  asitSERM, 
was  the  apoftle's,  not  to  trefpafs  againft  ei-    VII. 
ther  j    or,    that  our   conferences   mould  not 
have  matter  of  accufation  for  violating  either 
the  one  or  the  other  branch  of  our  duty  ; 
that  along  with  pious  affections  to  God,  and 
humble   fubmiffion  to   his   will,    we  mould 
conftantly   fulfil   the  laws  of  righteoufnefs, 
fidelity  and   charity  to  our  fellow  creatures. 
This  is  abfolutely    neceffary  to  true  virtue 
and  religion,    in   whatever  light  we  confider 
it  y  it  is  only  intire,  not  partial   good  affec- 
tions, that  will  fatisfy  the  obligations  we  are 
under  by  the  law  of  our  nature :  It  is  uni- 
verfal  obedience  which  the  divine  command- 
ments   require ,    and  he   who   offends   in  one 
pointy  is  guilty  of  all.      We  mull:  be  fenfible 
that  the  declarations  of  the  gofpel,  the  grace 
that  brings  falvation,    indeed,    the  very  de- 
fign  of  it,  requires  that  we  fliould  live  righte- 
ouily,  as  well  as  godly. 

Secondly,  I  propos'd  to  mew,  that  the 
having  always  a  confeience  void  of  offence 
towards  God  and  man,  is  the  proper  fubject 
of  our  conftant  and  careful  attention.  Herein 
do  I  exercife  myfelf  This  is  the  Sum  of  re- 
ligion,   a  matter  of  the   utmoft  importance 

to 
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SERM.to  every  man  for  him felf  j  it  requires  there- 
VII.  fore  the  moft  affectionate  concern  and  the 
mod  ailiduous  application.  The  wife  author 
of  nature  has  fitted  the  various  kinds  of  beings 
he  has  formed  for  their  proper  ends ;  animals 
are  determin'd  to  purfue  theirs,  by'inftincts 
which  are  planted  in  them  j  but  man,  who 
is  indued  with  larger  understanding,  and  a 
capacity  of  difcerning  the  nobler  defign  of 
his  creation,  and  the  true  perfection  of  his 
rational  nature,  is  left  to  profecute  it  in  the 
moft  fuitable  manner,  that  is,  by  the  beft 
and  moft  vigorous  exercife  of  all  his  hieher 
powers.  What  can  be  more  congruous  to 
rcalbn  than  that  our  happinefs  ihould  depend 
on  ourfelves  j  and  that,  as  we  generally  find 
it  even  in  the  low  affairs  of  the  prefent  life, 
lo  it  mould  be  throughout,  in  virtue,  in 
moral  perfection,  and  rational  enjoyment, 
that  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketb  rich  ? 
But,  efpecially,  as  this  is  our  ftate  of  trial 
and  preparation  for  a  future  exiftence,  God 
is  pleas'd  ww  to  commit  to  us  that  which  is 
in  comparifon  little,  according  to  our  Saviour's 
parable,  Luke  xvi.  and  that  which  is  another's, 
that  by  an  induftrious  improvement  we  may 
be  the  better  fitted  for  much,  and  what  fall 
be  our  oven  for  ever.     This  is  the  principal 

point 
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point  of  our  probation,  whether  we  will  inSERM. 
fuch  darknefs  of  underftanding,  and  fo  VII. 
many  temptations  from  without,  and  from 
our  own  infirmities,  make  religion  and  vir- 
tue our  chief  bufinefs  j  and  labour  above  all 
things  to  maintain  our  integrity,  or  keep  con- 
fciences  void  of  offence.  Every  man  who 
thus  employs  himfelf  will  find  indeed,  that 
his  labour  is  not  in  vain  ;  that  he  has  fuffi- 
cient  encouragement  to  hold  on  his  righteous 
way,  and  his  work  carries  its  own  reward 
along  with  it,  in  the  growing  vigour  of  fpi- 
rit  and  rational  fatisfaclion  which  accompa- 
nies it  'y  but  at  the  fame  time  he  will  find 
full  employment  for  all  the  beft  capacities 
of  his  foul,  and  that  the  working  out  his 
falvation,  and  mailing  his  calling  and  election 
Jure,  requires  all  diligence  with  the  utmoft 
care  and  circumfpeclion. 

The  fcripture  reprefentations  of  a  re- 
ligious life  are  very  instructive  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  for  the  precepts  of  the  goipel  and  the 
examples  which  are  propos'd  to  our  imita- 
tion, fhew,  that  we  mutt  run  and  ftrive,  and 
fight,  having  violent  oppolition  to  ftruggle 
with,  and  many  difficulties  to  make  our 
way  through.  We  wreftle  with  flefi  and 
bloody  with  flefo  which   warreth  againfi:  the 

fpirit, 
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S  er  M.fpirit,    and  is  the  fource  and  occafion  of  the 
VII.    moffc  dangerous  and   enfnaring  temptations  : 
but  it  is  not  only  flefli  and  blood,  but  princi- 
palities and  powers,  the  rulers   of  the  darknefs 
of  this   worlds    and    [pi 'ritual    wickednefs    in 
high  places.       The    whole  force   of  hell    is 
arm'd   againft  a  confcience  void    of  offence, 
and  all  its  deepeft  contrivances  aim  at  the  de- 
ft-ruction of  integrity.     But,  farther,  this  is 
a  work  wherein  perfection  is  not  to  be  at- 
tained while  we  are  in  this  world,  but  it  is 
the  genuine  temper  of  every  fincere  perfon 
to  be  ftill  making   progrefs  in  it,  and  vigo- 
roufly  aiming   at  perfection.     St.  Paul  gives 
us  a  very  lively  defcription  of  his  own  true 
character,  and  explains  that  exercife  of  his 
which  is  mention'd  in  the  text,  Phil.  iii.    1 2. 
&c.     Not  as  tho  I  had  already  atta'md,  either 
were  already  perfect,    but  I  follow  after,  that 
1  may  apprehend  that  for  which  alfo  I  am  ap- 
prehended of  Chrift  J  ejus.     Brethren,  I  count 
not  myfelf  to   haw  apprehended,    but  this  one 
thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which   are 
behind,    and    reaching   forth   to  thofe    things 
which  are  before,    I  prefs  towards  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrijl 
J  ejus.     I  propofed  lajlh\ 

To 
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To  confider  the  reafonablenefs  and  ne-  Serm. 
cemty  of  our  exercifing  ourfelves  therein  to  VII. 
have  always  a  confcience  void  of  offence. 
But  this  I  hope  fufficiently  appears  from 
what  has  been  already  faid ;  indeed  it  is  ob- 
vious to  any  one  who  will  attend  to  it,  and 
to  deny  it,  is,  in  effect,  to  deny  any  fuch 
thing  as  moral  obligations  on  the  human 
mind.  For  the  foundation  of  all  virtue  is 
the  fenfe  which  every  man  feels  in  his  own 
heart  of  the  difference  between  right  and 
wrong,  or  good  and  evil  j  the  foundation  of 
religion  is  an  inward  perfuafion  of  the  differ- 
ence between  what  God  requires  and  what 
he  forbids  us  to  do.  To  act  virtuoufly,  there- 
fore, is  to  act  according  to  that  fenfe  and  ap- 
probation of  our  own  minds  ;  to  act  vicioufly, 
is  to  act  in  oppofition  to  it.  To  act  religioufly, 
is  to  conform  our  practice  to  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  will  of  God  j  to  act  irreligiouily, 
is  directly  the  contrary.  What,  then,  is 
virtue  and  religion,  but  to  have  a  confcience 
void  of  offence  ?  And  what  is  it  to  exercife 
ourfelves  herein,  but  to  make  virtue  and  re- 
ligion ftill  our  ftudy,  and  ftill  endeavour  to 
practife  it,  from  a  conviction  that  we  are  al- 
ways in  danger   of  coming  fhorf  of  it  thro' 

weaknefs 
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Serm.  weaknefs  and  temptation,  and  that  we  are  in 
VII.    our  prefent  ftate  imperfect. 

The  conduct  of  many,  even  chriftians,  is 
quite  otherwife  ;  they  follow  every  appetite, 
every  inclination  they  find  in  their  nature,  or 
propenfity  they  have  contracted  by  cuftom 
and  habit,  without  regard  to  confcience,  or 
without  examining  whether  it  be  agreeable 
to  it  or  difagreeable.  And  tho'  it  is  not  in 
their  power  altogether  to  filence  that  monitor 
within  themfelves,  yet  the  feverity  of  its  re- 
bukes is  known  to  abate  by  a  cuftomary  tref- 
parling  againft  it  j  nay,  it  becomes  numm'd 
and  infenfible,  as  it  were,  according  to  the 
apoftle's  exprefiion,  feared  with  an  hot  iron. 
Studied  amufements,  and  the  pleafures  of 
fin,  divert  its  admonitions.  Befides,  me- 
thods are  invented  whereby  linners  deceive 
themfelves,  reconciling  their  finful  courfes, 
obftinately  perfifled  in,  to  the  hope  of  ac- 
ceptance with  God  j  equivalents  are  put  in 
the  place  of  religious  integrity  and  obedience 
to  the  moral  precepts  of  God  :  great  dili- 
gence in  fulfilling  one  commandment  muff, 
anfvver  for  defects  in  another ;  and,  particu- 
larly, great  ftrictnefs  in  cbferving  fome  pofi- 
tive  inftitutions,  compenfates  for  moral  im- 
purity, oppreflion,  fraud,  or  unmercifulnefs. 

Thus 


Of  a  Confciettce  void  of  Offence.  iy§ 

Thus  the  ancient  Jews,  in  the  days  of  the  Serm. 
prophets  If  at  ah  and  'Jeremiah,  were  guilty  of  VII. 
heinous  wickednefs,  or  perverting  judgment, 
grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor,  nay,  their 
hands  were  full  of  blood,  and  yet  they  had 
great  confidence  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
and  their  religious  refpect  to  the  new  moons, 
fabbaths,  or  other  iblemnities.  And  fo,  in 
our  Saviour's  time,  the  Pharijees  were  a  per- 
verfe  and  untoward  generation,  who  appear'd 
righteous  before  men,  but  within  were  full 
of  hypocrify  and  iniquity  j  they  in  the  mean 
time  trufted  in  a  negative  righteoufnefs  and 
fome  external  performances.  *  /  am  not  an 
extortioner,  nor  an  adulterer,  nor  like  this 
publican,  was  the  religion  of  the  Pharifee 
and  the  foundation  of  his  hope,  with  the 
addition  of  mere  outward  obfervances ;  I 
fa  ft  twice  in  the  week,  and  pay  tythes  of  all  J 
poffcfs.  This  is  not  to  have  a  confcience 
void  of  offence,  but  to  fubftitute  fomethins 
elfe  inftead  of  it.  In  like  manner,  fome 
chriftians  deceive  themfclves,  imagining  that 
a  zeal  for  the  purity  of  their  profeffion,  di- 
ligence in  attending  the  pofitive  appointments 
of  the  gofpel,  ineffectual  purpofes  of  a  fu- 
ture amendment,  or  a  prefumptuous  reliance 

*  Luke  xviii,   II,   12- 

on 
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Se  r  m.  on  the  merits  of  Chrijl,  will  difcharge  their 
VII.  ^  confciences  from  the  guilt  of  fecret  vices, 
and  of  appetites  and  pafHons  immoderately 
indulged.  Let  us  not  be  deceiv'd  this  way, 
God  is  not  to  be  mocked,  he  has  put  confci- 
ence in  every  one  of  our  breafts,  as  the  guide 
of  our  actions,  and  a  judge  for  him  j  if  we 
violate  its  rights,  he  will  certainly  require  it, 
nor  is  there  any  pretence  by  which  we  can 
cover  ourfelves  from  his  juflicej  nay,  con- 
fcience itfelf  will  one  day  loudly  complain 
of  its  wrongs,  and  be  the  fiercer!:  accufer  be- 
fore the  divine  tribunal  j  make  it  therefore  a 
friend  by  repentance  and  good  works. 


8ER- 
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SERMON  VIII. 

Perfect    Love    gives   Boldnefs  in  the 
Day  of  Judgment. 

i  John  iv.   17,   18. 

Herein  is  our  love  made  perfeB,  that  we 
may  have  ■  boldnefs  in  the  day  of  judgment ', 
becaufe  as  he  is,  Jo  are  we  in  this  world. 
T'here  is  no  fear  in  love,  but  perfeB  love 
cafteth  out  fear,  becaufe  fear  hath  torment ; 
he  that  fcareth  is  not  made  perfeB  in 
love. 

THE  hnppieft  ftate  of  mind  wecanSERM, 
attain  to  in  this  world,  is  an  inward  VIII. 
fecurity  and  confidence  towards 
God  concerning  our  future  felicity.  Since 
we  are  convinc'd  that  we  mail  die,  yet  have 
all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe  that 
death  is  not  an  utter  extinction  of  our  being, 
nay,  the  religion  we  profefs  exprefsly  allures 
us,  that  after  it  we  fhall  be  perfectly  blefs'd, 
or  extremely  miferable,  by  the  righteous  fen- 
Vol.  I.  N  tence 
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Serm.  tence  of  God ;  fince  it  is  fo,  nothing  can  be* 
VIII.   of  greater  importance  than  to  know,  if  it  is 
to  be  known,    what  foundation  we  have  of 
hope  or  of  boldnefs,  as  the  text  expreffes  it, 
in  the  day  of  judgment.     Many,  however, 
of  mankind,    even  of  chriftians,  give  them- 
felves   very  little  trouble  about  this  matter  j 
not  that  they  are   fatisfied  on  any   rational 
grounds  their  condition  is  fafe,    and  it  mail 
be  well  with  them  hereafter ;  but  they  pafs 
away  their  time  in  a  ftupid  inattention,  their 
thoughts  are  wholly  employed  about  the  bu- 
iinefs,  the  cares,  and  enjoyments  of  the  pre- 
fent  life,  and  for  what  fhall  come  hereafter, 
they  let  it  at  a  great  diftance,    and  therefore 
are  little  affected  with  it ,    or  build   uncer- 
tain  hopes  on  general  unexamin'd  pretences, 
fuch  as  that  God  is  merciful,  that  (Thrift  is 
the    Saviour    of    finners,    of  them   among 
others,  that  they  profefs  a  pure  and  true  reli- 
gion,   and  pay  a  refpect  to   its  inftitutions, 
that  their  fins  are  not  very  heinous,  or  if  they 
be,  'tis  their  purpofe  to  repent  fometime  be- 
fore   they    die,    and  apply   themfelves   dili- 
gently to  the  work  of  their  falvation.     But, 
how   unworthy    is  this  of  reafonable   crea- 
tures ?  I  may  juftly  apply  here  the  words  of 

the 
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the  prophet  Ijaiah,  *  Remember  this  and  Jhew Serm, 
yourjehes  men,  call  to  mind \  0 ye  tranfgrejfcrs;  VIII, 
mall  we  leave  at  fuch  uncertainty  a  concern 
which  above  all  others  is  of  the  greateft  mo- 
ment ?  When  God  has  put  it  in  our  power, 
and  afforded  us  the  heft  means  for  making 
our  calling  and  election. fure,  mail  we  give  no 
diligence  in  it,  but  leave  the  bufinefs  of  our 
ialvation  at  all  adventures,  even  treat  it  with 
more  indifference  than  we  do  the  affairs  of 
this  life  ?  Which  of  us  that  had  any  preten- 
tions to  a  large  effate  in  this  world,  would 
not  be  very  careful  to  enquire  into  our  title, 
and  make  it  as  clear  as  poffible  ?  And  mail 
we  be  remifs  in  endeavouring  to  afcertain 
our  claim  to  the  inheritance  incorruptible \ 
undejiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  referved 
in  heaven  for  them  that  fincerely  obey  the 
gofpel. 

Be  allured  there  is  a  fufficient  certainty 
in  this  point  to  be  attain'd  ;  and  we  need  not 
fay,  -f  who  jhall  afcend  to  heaven  for  us,  or 
go  down  to  the  deep,  that  we  may  know  it  t 
Some  have  actually  poffeffed  an  eftablifh'd 
tranquillity,  in  expectation  of  eternal  life, 
St.  Paul  knew  whom  he  had  believed,  and 
was  perfuaded  he  was  able  to  keep  that  which 
by  him  had  been  committed  to  him  againjl  that 
*Ifaiah  xlvi.  8.        f  Rom.  x.  6,  7. 

N  2  day. 
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S-EKM.day  -,  X  that  neither  death ,  nor  life,  nor 
VIII.  angels,  nor  principalities  nor  powers,  mould 
be  able  to  Jcparate  him  from  the  love  of 
God  which  is  in  Chrifl  Jefus.  Nor  is  this 
the  peculiar  priviledge  of  extraordinary  cha- 
racters, of  men  honour'd  with  divine  infpi- 
ration,  as  the  apoftle  was  j  the  grounds  of  it 
are  common  to  fincere  and  good  minds,  and 
the  evidence  fuch  as  every  one  for  himfelf  is 
belt  qualified  to  judge  of  his  own  temper, 
and  his  own  deliberate  actions.  My  text 
teaches  us  the  true,  the  folid  foundation  of 
confidence  in  the  profpect  of  the  future 
judgment,  which  every  fincere  chriflian  may 
arrive  to,  fufliciently  fupporting  to  the  up- 
right heart  in  all  events,  and  ftable  againfl 
all  confounding  fears.  Herein  is  our  love 
made  perfeft  that  we  may  have  boldnefs  in  the 
day  of  judgment  -,  becaufe  as  he  is>  fo  are  we 
in  this  world ;  there  is  no  fear  in  love,  but 
perfect  love  cafleth  out  J  ear,  becaufe  fear  hath 
torment ;  he  that  feareth  is  not  made  perfeB 
in  love.  In  difcourfing  on  which  words,  I 
will 

Fir/1,  Endeavour  to  mow  you  what  is 
meant  by  the  perfection  of  love,  or  our 
being  made  perfect  in  it. 

t  Rom.  viii.  38. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly,    The  happy   effect   of  this   per-SERM. 
fection,  which  is  eftabliming  our  hearts    VIII. 
in  the  expectation  of  the  future  judg-' 
ment,    giving   us    boldnefs    in    it,    and 
carting  out  all  tormenting  and  difquiet- 
ing  fear. 

Firfi,    To   mew   what   is    meant  by  the 
perfection  of  love,  or  our   being  made  per- 
fect in  it.       We  mult  obferve  that  this  is  the 
grand  fubject  the  apoftle  treats  of  from  the 
7th  verfe  of  the  chapter  to  the  end,  as  it  is 
indeed  the  great  principle  of  all  moral  good- 
nefs,  and   the  very  fum  of  our  duty.     'Tis 
true,    he  infifts  chiefly   and  more  largely  on 
what  is   ftrictly  called  charity,    or  the  love 
of    our    fellow-chriftians    and    fellow-crea- 
tures ;    not  however  as  feparated    from   the 
love  of  God,    but   connected  with  it  j    for 
when     we     are     urg'd     to    love     one    an- 
other,   the    main    argument   enforcing  this 
duty  is  taken  from    the    love   which    God 
has  manifefted  to  us  in  fending  his  Son  to  be 
the  propitiation   for  our  fins ;    which  argu- 
ment can  no   otherwife  affect,    than  from  a 
principle  of  gratitude  or  love  to   God,  be- 
caufe  of  the   great   benevolence  and  com- 
panion  he  has  fhewn  to  us.      And  in  the 

N  3  words 
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Sf.rm.  words  immediately  following  the  text,  it  is 
VIII.  directly  faid,  ive  love  him  bccaufe  hejirjl  loved 
us.  Then  follows  as  a  juft  inference,  that 
if  we  love  God,  we  mould  love  our  brethren 
alfo.  So  that  the  love  in  which  chriftians 
are  made  perfect,  and  their  perfection  in  it 
gives  them  boldnefs  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
is  the  love  of  God  and  of  mankind  ;  what 
our  Saviour  gives  us  as  a  comprthenfive 
abridgment  of  all  religion,  all  the  obedience 
which  is  due  to  the  divine  laws,  *  To  lore 
the  Lord  cur  God  with  all  cur  hearty  all  our 
J'cul,  all  our  ftrength  and  mind,  and  to  love  our 
neighbours  as  ourfehes. 

But  what  is  this  perfection  in  love  which 
the  apoftle  here  means,  fuch  as  good  men 
are  evidently  fuppofed  in  the  prefent  ftate  to 
attain  to  ?  I  anfwer,  it  is  not  abfolutely  free 
from  every  defect,  every  kind  and  degree 
even  of  moral  infirmity.  As  there  are  dif- 
ferent orders  of  moral  agents,  they  have  fe- 
veral  ftandards  of  perfection.  An  abfolute 
impeccability  feems  only  to  belong  to  the  fu- 
preme  Being  himfelf.  All  creatures,  the 
highefl  and  belt  of  them,  fince  their  under- 
ftandings  are  limited,  are  naturally  capable 
being  miflcd  ;   and  being  by  the  condition 

*  Matth.  xxii.  37,  3S,  39. 
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of  their  nature  dependent  and  indigent,  theySERM. 
have  defires  centering  in  themfelves,  the  VIII. 
tendencies  of  which  may  poffibly,  in  ibme 
circumftances,  interfere  with  the  benevo- 
lent affections.  But,  as  in  life  and  intelli- 
gence, there  are  different  degrees,  nay,  and 
kinds  of  vital  and  perceptive  powers,  fo  it 
is  with  refpecl  to  moral  perfection  ;  there  is 
one  ftandard  for  men  in  this  ftate,  another 
for  angels,  or  the  fpirits  of  the  juft  made 
perfect  j  he  may  be  a  very  perfect  man  who 
yet  comes  far  fhort  in  moral  excellence  of  the 
pure  celeftial  fpirits. 

When,  therefore,  chriftians  are  faid  to  be 
made  perfect  in  love,  which  in  effect  is  to 
be  perfect  in  all  religion  and  all  virtue,  'tis 
to  be  underitood  of  fuch  perfection  only, 
as  men  may  attain  in  this  life ;  far  fhort  of 
that  which  a  good  mind  afpires  to,  and 
actually  mail  be  poflefs'd  of  hereafter.  It 
confifts  in  the  habitual  prevalence  of  pious 
and  virtuous  affections  j  they  rule  in  the 
heart,  controuling  and  conquering  irregular 
appetites  and  paffions,  and  having  all  the 
inferior  ones  in  fubordination.  This  is  what 
the  fcripture  means  with  refpect  to  the  pri- 
mary good  affection  of  the  human  mind, 
when  it   requires  us  to  love  the  Lord  with 

N  4  all 
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S  e  r  M .  all  our  heart  and  foul  and  mind  $  it  is  a  go- 
VIII.  verning,  and  the  greateft  love,  not  fuch  as 
is  without  all  defect,  which  may  be  called 
finful,  for  tho'  that  may  be  faid  to  be  our 
duty,  elfe  we  mould  have  no  reafon  to 
condemn  ourfelves  for  defects,  yet  In  the 
Old  Teftament  where  the  exprdlion  is  ori- 
ginally ufed,  it  is  intended  to  fignify  no 
more  than  fincerity :  for  it  exprefTes  the 
condition  of  the  covenant  God  made  with 
men,  which  certainly  was  not  impracticable, 
or  above  the  reach  of  the  prefent  human 
capacity ;  and  it  is  frequently  attributed  to. 
particular  good  men  who  were  far  from  be- 
in  2  altogether  faultleis. 

But,  it  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  this 
integrity  of  a  virtuous  temper  and  character, 
has  no  limits  fet  to  it,  no  precife  bounds  to 
which  it  mall  come,  and  no  farther.  The 
higheft  powers  of  our  nature,  and  in  their  beft 
ftate,  feem  to  be  making  continual  progrefs ; 
there  is  always  room  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  underftanding  and  increafe  in  knowledge, 
'tis  probable  the  mind  will  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  making  continually  farther  advance- 
ment this  way  ;  and  for  the  moral  capacities, 
experience  teaches  us  that  they  grow;  if 
chriltians  do  not  find  it  fo,  they  are  them- 

felves 
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felves  greatly  to  blame;  for  it  is  a  natural  S  e  r  m. 
and  reaibnable  expectation  concerning  them,  VIII. 
that  they  mail  become  more  perfect  in  love 
both  to  God  and  their  brethren,  more  vigorous 
in  the  practice  of  every  virtue,  better  efta- 
blifh'd  againft  temptations,  more  fledfaft 
and  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God.  It  is 
the  genius,  the  very  nature  of  true  religion, 
that  'tis  always  tending  to  growth,  juft  like 
the  natural  life  to  which  it  is  frequently  com- 
pared in  fcripture  ;  for  as  an  animal,  from  the 
commencement  of  its  life,  gradually  ad- 
vances towards  the  ftandard  of  perfection 
which  belongs  to  its  kind,  fo  new  born 
babes  in  Chrift.  are  by  the  milk  appointed  for 
their  nourifhment,  that  is  the  doctrine  of 
the  gofpel,  (till  growing  in  virtue;  and  every 
perfect  chriftian  will  find  his  own  genuine 
temper  defcribed  in  the  account  St.  Paul 
gives  of  himfelf,  Phil.  iii.  12.  Not  as  though 
I  had  already  attained,  either  were  already 
perfect,  but,  1  follow  after  that  I  may  ap- 
prehend that  for  which  I  am  apprehended  of 
Chrift  Jtfus.  Brethren,  I  count  not  my f elf 
to  have  apprehended,  but  this  one  thing  I  do 
forgetting  thofe  which  are  behind,  and  reach- 
ing forth  to  thofe  things  which  are  before,  I 

prefs 
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Ser  M.prefs  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
V11I.  calling  of  God  in  Chri/l  J  ejus. 

To  underftand  this  fubject  the  better,  it  is 
to  be  remember'd,  that  perfection  in  love  is 
really  perfection  in  all  religion  and  all  virtue, 
for  love  is  the  Jul  filling  of  the  law.  Our 
whole  obedience  to  God  is  comprehended  in 
love  to  him,  as  the  root  and  principle  of  it. 
And  that  this  is  the  true'fenfe  of  our  facred 
author,  will  appear  from  what  he  fays  in 
the  5th  chapter  of  this  epiftle  and  the  3d 
verfe,  This  is  the  love  of  God  that  we  keep  his 
commandments :  not  only  it  is  the  beft  evi- 
dence of  our  love;  it  is  the  thing  itfelf. 
And  in  the  2d  chapter  and  5th  verfe,  Whofo 
keepeth  his  word,  in  him  verily  is  the  love  of 
God  perfetled.  Our  love  to  God  is  that  du- 
tiful and  affectionate  refpect  we  owe  him  as 
the  moral  governor  of  the  world,  which 
certainly,  therefore,  implies  obedience,  or 
doing  fincerely  and  conftantly  what  we  know 
he  requires.  And  for  charity,  or  the  love  of 
our  neighbour,  St.  Paul  teaches  us,  that  it 
directly  includes  all  the  duty  we  owe  him, 
not  only  the  offices  of  beneficence  and 
mercy,  but  of  juftice,  fidelity,  and  whatever 
elfe  is  required  from  one  man  to  another  $ 
for  he  fays,  Rom.  xiii.  9.  For  this,   thou  fialt 
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not  commit  adultery,  thou  Jloalt  not  hill,  thou Ser m» 
fialt  not  Jleal,  thou  fialt  not  bear  falfe  wit-  VIII. 
nefs,  thou  fialt  not  covet,  and  if  there  be  any 
other  commandment  (directing  our  behaviour 
to  our  fellow-creatures  of  mankind)  it  is 
briefy  comprehended  in  this  faying,  namely, 
thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf  But, 
tho'  this  is  the  fubftance  of  that  wherein  we 
muil  he  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have 
boldnefs  in  the  day  of  judgment,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  add,  that  the  facred  writers  fometimes 
fpeak  of  religious  perfection  in  a  comparative 
fenfe.  They  dillinguifh  chriftians  into  chil- 
dren and  grown  men,  and  exhort  us  always 
to  endeavour  that  we  may  advance  from  the 
one  of  thefe  ffcates  to  the  other ;  the  former 
are  the  fincere,  but  weak  difciples  of  Chrift, 
in  whom  are  the  true,  though  low  beginnings 
of  religious  virtue,  fo  feeble  that,  as  the 
apoftle  fpeaks,  they  are  like  children  tofs'd  to 
and  jro  with  every  wind  of  temptation  j  they 
often  fail,  and  are  always  endeavouring  to 
recover  themfelves ;  they  are  conftantly  in- 
clin'd  to  do  their  duty,  but  perform  it  in 
fuch  an  imperfect  manner,  as  fcarcely  to  be 
confcious  of  what  is  called  the  fpiritual  life, 
or  the  prevalence  of  good  difpofitions.  The 
perfect  man  is  he  in  whom  virtuous  habits 

have 
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Serm.  have  taken  deep  root,  are  fo  confirm'd  as  to 
VIII.  be  fuperior  to»  all  temptations,  and  operate 
with  fuch  eafe  and  pleafure  that  the  mind* 
cannot  but  be  fenfible  of,  and  rejoice  in  the 
teflimony  of  confcience  concerning  its  fin- 
cerity. 

I  hope  it   may  not  be   amifs  to  mention 
fome   particular  inftances  of  virtue  or   dili- 
gence in  dutv,  the  eminent  decrees  whereof 
are  in  fcripture,  particularly  call'd  perfection  ; 
fuch  as,    a  conftant  attention  to  ourfelves,  to 
our  hearts,    our  tempers,    and  the  principles 
of  action  in  us,  that  we  may  fulfil  our  obe- 
dience to  God,  and  be  kept  from  offending 
him.     This   was  the   charge   which  the  al- 
mighty, when  he  appeared  to  Abraham^  and 
made  a  covenant  with   him,  gave  him,  Gen. 
xvii.  i.  Walk  before  we,  always,  as  under  my 
infpection,     always   ftudying   to    obtain    my 
approbation,     fo   (halt   thou   be  perfect.       A 
mind  habitually  rais'd  above  the  world,  hav- 
ing its  affections  not  fet  on  things  on  earth, 
but  things  above,  with  a  prevailing  tafte  for 
religious  exercifes  and  entertainments ;  this  is 
not    what  every   chriftian   finds  in    himfelf, 
but    wherever  it  is   found,    I  think  it  mav 
well  be  allow VI  to  belong  to  a  character  of 
eminence  ih  piety }  and  fo  does  a  cuftomary 
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vigilance  against,  all  occasions  and  ways  oFSerm* 
offending.  St.  James  fays,  chap.  iii.  2.  If  VIII. 
any  tnan  offend  not  in  words,  the  fame  is  a  per~ 
feci  man.  Again,  eminency  in  the  pra&ice 
of  charity,  and  mercy,  is  an  important  part  of 
religious  perfection,  of  which  I  fliall  only 
give  you  one  plain  proof  from  the  words  of 
our  Saviour,  Matth.  v.  When  he  had  earnest- 
ly recommended  this  virtue  to  his  difciples, 
as  'tis  evident  his  inflitution  carries  it  higher 
than  any  other  ever  did,  urging  them  to  love 
their  enemies,  to  blefs,  to  do  good  to,  and 
pray  for  fuch,  as  curs'd,  defpitefully  ufed, 
and  perfecuted  them ;  the  conclulion  of  that 
difcourfe  is  in  thefe  words,  ver.  48.  Be  ye 
therefore  perfect,  as  your  father  who  is  in  hea- 
ven is  perfect-,  which  are  thus  varied  in 
Luke  vi.  36.  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fame 
difcourfe,  be  ye  therefore  merciful,  as  your 
father  is  merciful  •>  intimating,  that  the  mofl 
extenfive  disinterested  goodnefs  and  mercy  is 
true  moral  perfection,  and  the  beft  imitation 
of  the  Deity  which  the  human  nature  is  ca- 
pable of.  And  laftly,  by  a  perfevering  pa- 
tience and  fteddy  adherence  to  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  virtue,  under  all  the  difficulties, 
afflictions,  and  perfecutions  we  meet  with  in 
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S  e  r  m.  life,  we  are  made  perfect  in  love.  This  will 
VIII.  appear  plainly  to  an  attentive  perfon  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  for  what  better  evidence 
can  there  be  of  the  ftrength,  and  indeed  the 
perfection,  fuch  as  we  can  attain,  of  good 
principles,  than  an  inviolable  adherence  to 
them,  and  acting  upon  them  conftantly  un- 
der the  fevereft  trials.  And  the  apoftle  James 
has  taught  us  fo  in  exprefs  words ;  *  Let 
patience  have  her  perfeB  work,  that  ye  may  be 
perfect  and  intirey  wa?iting  nothing.  Having 
thus  fhew'd  you  wherein  the  perfection  of 
love  confifts,  or  what  is  meant  by  our  being 
made  perfect  in  it,  I  proceed 

Secondly,  To  confider  the  happy  effect  of 
this  perfection,  which  is  eftablifhing  our 
hearts  in  the  expectation  of  the  future  judg- 
ment, as  giving  us  boldnefs  in  it,  and  cafting 
out  all  tormenting  and  difquieting  fear.  At 
our  entrance  on  this  part  of  the  fubject,  it  is 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  as  the  mind  of 
man  refts  with  fatisfaction  in  the  difcovery 
of  truth,  with  different  degrees  of  fatif- 
faction,  however,  according  as  the  truth  dis- 
covered is  apprehended  to  be  of  importance 
to  itfelf,  fo  there  are  different  kinds  and  de- 
grees of  evidence.      There  are   felf-evident 

*  James  i.  4. 
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propositions,  3 s  they  are  called,  from   which  Serm. 
we  cannot  withhold  our  afient  as  foon  as  they    VIII. 
are   intelligibly    propofed.      Again,    what  is 
ftxiclly  call'd   demonftration,    or  plain  unde- 
niable  confequences   from   thefe  felf-evident 
actions,    the   underftanding   finds  itfelf  irre- 
fiftibly  determin'd  to  acquiefce  in;  but  then, 
high    probability,    when  the   cafe  does  not 
admit  of  farther  proof,  arifing  from  the  na- 
ture  of  things,    from  analogy,  from  expe- 
rience,   from    teftimony,    where  the   argu- 
ments on  one  fide  preponderate  in  our  judg- 
ments  againft.   all   we   can    difcern   on   the 
other,  this  alfo  captivates  the  mind,  and  we 
can't  help  yielding  to  its  force.      Efpecially 
practical  principals  are  govern'd  in  their  ope- 
ration  this  kind   of  evidence.     It  is  a  great 
part  of  our  appointed  imperfection   in  this 
ftate,    that  we  have  not  an  intuitive  know- 
ledge of  things,  which  yet  very  nearly  con- 
cern us  as  the  objects  of  our  affections  and 
our  purfuits.     What  mail  we  do  in  this  cafe  ? 
Shall   we  neglect  thefe  things,  and  quit  our 
cares  about  them  for  want  of  fufficient  cer- 
tainty ?    No  man  reafons  or  acts  fo  in  the 
affairs   of  common   life,    nay,    we  take  up 
with  low  degrees  of  probability.     Do  men 
altogether  decline  commerce  becaufe  it  is  li- 
able 
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SERM.able  to  fome  rifques,  and  they  have  not  an 
VIII.  abfolute  certainty  of  profitable  returns  ?  Will 
the  hufbandman  forbear  plowing  his  grounds, 
and  fowing  in  the  proper  feafon,  becaufe  he 
is  not  fare  of  a  plentiful  harveft  ?  No,  he 
does  not  fufpend  his  hopes  and  his  endea- 
vours for  want  of  demonftration  ;  but  being 
folicitous  for  his  intereft,  and  feeing  no 
other  way  to  provide  for  himfelf,  he  enters 
into  action  with  confidence  and  diligence. 
In  like  manner  the  chriftian  conducts  him- 
felf. The  cafe  of  the  feed-time  and  the 
harveft,  one  inflance  I  mentioned  in  the 
bufinefs  of  this  life,  is  ufed  by  the  fa- 
cred  writers  as  an  image  of  the  prefent  and 
the  future  ftate,  as  they  relate  to  each  other. 
Perhaps  dry,  uninterefted,  and  fpeculative, 
rather,  fceptical  minds,  may  think  our 
profpects  and  our  boldnefs  with  refpect  to 
the  day  of  judgment  fanciful  and  enthufi- 
aftic ;  there  is  indeed  no  demonftration  : 
But  the  chriftian  who  has  moral  perfection 
and  the  happinefs  refulting  from  it  greatly 
at  heart,  and  ftrong  affections  to  God  and 
goodnefs,  finds  evidence  which  is  fatisfying, 
which   infpires   him   with    confidence,    and 

excites  him  to  afliduous  diligence. 
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This    leads  me  more  particularly  to  con-  Serm. 
fider,  what  the  evidence  is  upon   which  our   VIII. 
boldnefs  in   the  judgment  refts  j  and  it  has 
thefe    two    rational     foundations,   firft,    the 
truth  of    the    principles  of  natural    religion 
and    of   chriftianity,    or    an   affurance    that 
God    will  fulfil   the    promifes  made  to  his 
fervants,    that    he  will   finally   acquit  from 
condemnation,    and  give  eternal  life  to  all 
them  who  have  fincerely  obeyed  the  gofpel. 
And  fecondly,    the  chriftian's  confcioufhefs  of 
his  own  fincerity  in  that  obedience.     The 
former  I  (hall  not  now  infift  on,  for  I  fpeak  to 
chriftians,    to  them  who  believe  the  gofpel, 
and  I  hope    the  foundation  need  not  again 
be  laid.      The   other,    that  is,    the  inward 
confcioufnefs,    the   fubjecl:  being  what  paffes 
in  the  mind  itfelf,  is,  in  general,  the  great- 
eft  certainty  we  can  attain  to.     We  know 
our  own  exiftence,    our  own  faculties,  and 
the  exercife  of  them,  by   an  immediate  in- 
tuition ;    and  this    kind   of    knowledge  ad- 
mits of  no  reafoning  ;  the  mind  can  have  no 
clearer  views,    nor  greater  certainty  of  fuch 
points  than  what  arifes  from  the  firft  atten- 
tive  felf-refle&ion.       'Tis    true,    experience, 
fhows  us  that  the  human  mind  is  capable  of 
fuch  diforders,    whatever  the  caufe  be,  as  to 
Vol.  I.  O  be 
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SERM.be  confus'd,  and  even  mifled  in  judging  of 
VIII.  its  own  operations.  A  man  under  an  indif- 
pofition  of  his  thinking  powers  may  imagine 
he  fees  or  perceives  what  really  he  does  not 
perceive  j  but  this  does  not  deftroy  the  cer- 
tainty of  fenfe  and  confcioufnefs,  in  which 
we  muft  neceflarily  reft,  being  able  to  pre- 
ceed  no  farther ;  and  the  error  is  corrected 
only  by  reviewing  the  matter  in  a  calmer  and 
more  compos'd  ftate. 

In  like  manner,  though  the  heart,  through 
inattention  and  prejudices,  may  judge  amifs 
concerning  its  own  moral  ftate,  which  is  a 
more  complete  fubject  of  reflection  and  felf 
confeious    knowledge  than  the   mere   exer- 
eife  of  our  natural  powers,  yet  in  general  is 
this    evidence    to  a  well    difpofed     upright 
heart,  calmly  and  deliberately  examining  it- 
felf,    clear  enough,    and  built  upon  a  firm 
and   ftable  foundation,    fufficient  to   all  the 
purpofes  of  the  felf-enjoyment  which  arifes 
from  integrity,  and  of  afturing  itfelf  before 
God,  and  having  confidence  of  his  felicita- 
ting favour.     I  take  this  felf-knowledge  of  our 
perfection  in   love,  which  is  here  faid  to  be 
the  ground  of  boldnefs  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment,   to   be  in   effect  the  fame  with  what 
St.  Pan/,    2  Tim*  i.     12.    expreftes    by    Ms 

knowing 
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knowing  whom  he  believed,  and  his  ptrfwafion Serm, 
of  his  ability  to  keep  that  which  he  cotnmitted   VIII. 
to  him  againjl  that  day.      For   what  is  be- 
lieving ?    What  is  committing  the   foul   to 
Chrift,    which  a  man  is  confcious  of  as  the 
ground  of  his  hope  ?  It  is  not  a  tranfient  act, 
but  an  habitual  temper  of  mind  clearly  ap- 
pearing to  itfelf  upon   an  impartial   review, 
in  all  refpects,  and  without  referve,  conforma- 
ble to  the  gofpel  j    fincere  difpofitions  and 
good  purpofes  uniformly  carried  into  actual 
execution  in  a  pious  and  univerfally  virtuous 
converfation ;    which  was  another  fubject  of 
the  apoftle's  joyful  confcioufnefs  completing 
the  former,    2  Cor.   i.   12.    Our  rejoycing  is 
this,    the  tejlimony  of  our  confidence,    that   in 
fmplicity  and  godly  fncerity,    not  with  fiejhly 
wifdom,    but  by  the  grace  of  Gcd,   we  have 
had  our   converfation    in    the   world.       Now 
what  is  this  other  than  the  perfection  of  love, 
as  it  has  been  explained,  that  is  of  all  reli- 
gious virtue,  or  all  obedience  to  the  gofpel  ? 

We  mufl  not  pafs  unobferved  the  reafon 
which  the  apoftle  gives  in  the  text,  why 
our  being  made  perfect  in  love  gives  us 
boldnefs  in  the  day  of  judgment,  and  it  is 
becmife  as  he  is,  fo  are  we  in  this  world. 
That  is,   we   are  like  him ;    as  like  as  we 
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Serm.  can  be,  or  as  the  frailty  of  our  nature  in 
VIII.  this  ftate  will  allow.  It  is  faid  in  the  verfe 
immediately  preceeding  the  text,  he  that 
dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  for  God  is 
love  j  that's  the  greateft  intimacy  of  fellow- 
ship we  can  have  with  the  fupreme  being, 
aid  the  neareft  refemblance  to  his  glorious 
character.  I  took  notice  before,  from  the 
words  of  our  Saviour,  that  to  be  merciful 
is  to  be  perfect,  as  our  heavenly  father  is ;  or 
to  make  the  neareft  approach  that  finite 
frail  beings  can  make  to  the  original  foun- 
tain and  pattern  of  all  moral  excellence. 
But  becauie  the  divine  perfection  is  too  high 
for  us  thoroughly  to  comprehend,  though 
we  mould  always  be  followers  of  him,  as 
dear  children,  it  has  pleafed  God  to  bring 
virtue  nearer  to  the  level  of  our  capacity  in 
the  exemplary  life  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  was  holy,  harmlefs,  wide  filed y  and  feparate 
from  finners,  and  who  in  the  days  of  his  fefi 
went  continually  about  doi?ig  good.  Since, 
then,  we  profefs  to  abide  in  him,  let  us  walk 
as  he  did.  I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  thought 
any  violence  to  the  text,  to  comprehend  in 
its  meaning,  that  we  have  boldnefs  in  the 
judgment  or  confidence  towards  Jefus  Chrift 
himielf  the  judge,  becaufe  the  like  mind  is 
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in   us   which  was  alfo  in  him,  and  we  imi-  Serm- 
tate  his   example  of    holinefs    and    charity.    VIII. 
Now  furely  it  will  be  acknowledged  a  juft 
ground  of  hope  towards  God,    that  we  are 
like  him,    are   made  partakers   of  a  divine 
nature,    and   conformed   to   the  image   of  his 
fon.      It  will  appear  at  firft  view   the  high 
dignity  of  our  nature,  that  it  is  capable  of  re- 
fembling  its  author,    and  the  greater!:  glory 
we  can  poffefs,  to  imitate  his  purity  and  good- 
nefs    without   any    finful   defect.       This    is 
what  our  hopes  ultimately  terminate  upon, 
as  the  very  eflence  of  that  glory  which  fhall 
be  revealed  in  us.      Now,  indeed,  we  come 
far  fhort  of  it ;  and  it  *  does  not  appear  what 
we  jhall  be,   but  when  he  fiall  appear  we  Jhall 
be   like  him,  for  we  fall  fee  him  as  he   is. 
Our  hopes  therefore  muffc  be  more  lively  and 
ftrong,  or  we  muft  have  the  greater  boldnefs 
the  liker  we  are  to  him  now,  or  the  more 
we  are  in  this  world  as  he  is. 

In  the  laji  place,  the  apoftle  farther  illus- 
trates the  great  advantage  of  perfection  in 
love,  by  its  carting  out  tormenting  and  dif- 
quieting  fear.  There  is  indeed  a  religious 
principle  commonly  in  fcripture  called  the 
fear   of  God,    which  is  not  here  intended, 

*   i  John  iii.  2. 
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Serm.  and   the   defcription  of  the   text    does    not 
VIII.   at  all  belong  to  it ;  it  is  a  dutiful  affection  to 
the  deity,    that  reverence   and  honour    we 
have,     and   ought  to  have   for  him  as    our 
gracious  heavenly  father,    whereby   we   are 
inclined  to  keep  all  his  commandments,  and 
with  the  utmoft  caution  to  avoid  offending 
him  j    far  from   being  caff    out  by    perfect 
love,  as  inconfiftent  with  it,  it  is  infeparable 
from  it.     The  very  object  of  it  is  the  divine 
goodnefs,    as   the  prophet    *   Hofea   fpeaks, 
they  fall  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs,  and 
it  hath  no  torment,  but  diffufes  ferenity  and 
joy  thro'  the  foul.     But  the  fear  here  fpoken 
of,  and  which  love  caffs  out,    is  the  fervile 
dread  of  punifhment,  the  diffracting  terror 
of  divine  vengeance,  that  fearfulnefs  which, 
as  the  prophet  Ifaiah  fays,  furprizes  the  hypo- 
crites,   and    wherewith    unreformed   finners 
are  afraid  3    the  language  of  which  is,  who 
can  dwell  with    devouring  fames   and  ever- 
lafing  burnings?    And   tho'   even  this  con- 
fideration  is   fet     before    impenitent-  finners 
very  reafonably,    if  pofiiblc,    to  alarm  them 
and   bring  them   to  a  ferious  thoughtfulnefs 
about   their  condition,  yet  is  it  not  a  prin- 
ciple of  itfelf  fufneient  to  produce  religious 

*  Hofea  iii.  5. 
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virtue;  and  when  the  more  ingenuous  affec-SERM. 
tion  of  love  thoroughly  poflerTes  the  heart,  VJII. 
it  is  cart  out ;  not  all  at  once,  but  by  degrees. 
Thefe  principles,  directly  oppofite,  may,  low 
and  imperfect  meafures  of  them,  meet  in 
the  fame  mind ;  but  frill  as  the  one  increafeth, 
the  other  will  abate.  He  that  feareth  may 
have  fome  fmall  beginnings,  and  weak  de- 
grees of  love,  but  when  love  becomes  per- 
fect, that  fear  is  caft  out. 

I  mall  now  conclude  this  difcourfe  with 
the  following  reflections. 

Firft,  by  what  has  been  faid,  we  are  led 
to  confider  the  genius,  and  admire  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  chriltian  religion.  What  can 
recommend  any  inftitution  more  than  that  it 
has  provided  a  fufficient  confolation  againft 
the  fear  of  death  and  judgment  ?  Death 
would  not  be  fo  terrible  as  it  generally  is  to 
mankind,  if  it  were  not  for  the  judgment 
which  is  expected  to  follow ;  but  'tis  this 
which  holds  them  in  bondage,  from  a  fe- 
cret  confeioufnefs  of  guilt,  and  therefore 
dread  of  the  divine  difpleafure.  But,  now 
the  gofpel  has  brought  us  comfortable  tidings 
concerning  thofe  moft  important  points  ; 
death  is  abolifhed,   and  it  has  brought  life 
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SERM.and  immortality  to  clear  light;  it  aflures  us 
VIII.  indeed  of  judgment  to  come,  but  teaches 
us  to  meet  it  with  boldnefs ;  not  only  in 
general  there  is  a  glorious  foundation  laid  for 
our  hope,  God  is  propitious  to  iinners,  and 
his  favour  may  be  obtain'd  upon  the  graci- 
ous and  practicable  conditions  of  fmcere  re- 
pentance and  the  amendment  of  our  ways ;  but 
we  know  how  to  apply  this  comfort  to  our 
own  minds,  and  thereby  fortify  them  againft 
the  terror  which  is  otherwife  natural  to  them. 
What  can  be  more  rational  than  the  doctrine 
of  chriftianity,  particularly,  of  my  text  up- 
on this  head?  Surely  it  is  not  the  worfe,  but 
fo  much  the  more  excellent  for  approving 
itfelf  to  our  reafon.  What  man,  attending 
deliberately  to  the  principles  of  natural  re- 
ligion, could  place  his  hope  towards  God 
on  any  other  bottom  than  the  perfection  of 
love  to  the  fupreme  being  himfelf,  to  good- 
nefs,  and  to  mankind?  Or  can  we  have  a 
furer  claim  to  acceptance  with  God  than  a 
confcioufnefs  of  our  conformity  to  his  glo- 
rious moral  character,  and  our  being  in  the 
World,  as  he  is. 

Secondly,  let   us   therefore,    give  all   dili- 
gence to  make  our  calling  and  election  Jure, 

to 
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to  conform  our  title  to  the  heavenly  inheri-  Serm. 
tance,  and  increafe    our  confidence,  by  cul-    VIII, 
tivating   all   religious   and  good  difpofitions, 
and  adding  to  our  faith  all  the  chriitian  vir- 
tues j    ftill    ftudy    to    make   ourfclves    more 
perfect  in  love,    and  let  it  abound  more  and 
more  in  knowledge  and  in  all  judgment,  being 
fincere  and    without  offence,    filled   with   the 
fruits    of  righteoufnefs.      Other   foundation 
of  hope  can  no  man  lay.     'Tis  true,   finners 
have    invented    others,     when   their   hearts 
could    not    help    enquiring   wherewith    they 
Jhoidd  approach  the  Lord,   and  bow  to  the  high 
God ,    fuperftition  founded   on  wrong   noti- 
ons of  the  Deity  and  his  moral  government, 
has  led  them  to  come  with,  rams,  and  with  oil, 
and  the  fruit  of  their  bodies  to  atone  for  their 
fns;    but  the  fcripture  has  inftructed  us  to 
do  what  is  morally  good,  as  the  fure  way  to 
happinefs   and  peace  ;    to  do  jujily,    and  love 
mercy  and  walk  humbly  with  our  God.     Even 
chriftians    themfelves    have   been   weak,    or 
rather  perverfe   enough    to   fubftitute  fome- 
thing  elfe  in  the  room  of  perfect  love,  and 
a  felf  approving  mind,  as  the  ground  of  their 
confidence.     Some  trufl  in  the  truth  of  their 
religious  opinions,  others  in  the  regular  per- 
formance of  folemn  inftituted  fervices  ;  than 
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Serm.  which  nothing  can  be  more  unaccountable, 
VIII.  considering  how  fully  fuch  pretences  are  dil- 
approved  by  plain  reafon,  and  the  current 
of  the  fcripture  declarations.  Others  abufe 
the  doctrine  of  ChrhTs  Sacrifice,  and  of 
faith  in  his  blood,  by  putting  it  in  the  place 
of  a  good  conference  for  giving  us  boldnefs 
in  the  judgment.  But  certainly  to  hope  in 
Chrift  for  obtaining  the  favour  of  God, 
while  men  continue  in  their  tranfererlion<\ 
is  to  make  him  the  minifier  of  fin,  and  to 
make  void  the  divine  law,  which  he  came 
not  to  dejlroy  but  to  fulfil.  Confider  his 
own  decifion  of  this  point,  Matt,  vii.  24. 
Whofoever  heareth  thefe  fayings  of  mine  and 
doth  them,  I  will  liken  him  to  a  wife  man, 
who  built  his  houfe  upon  a  Rock  ;  and  the 
rain  defcended,  and  the  foods  came,  and  the 
winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  houfe,  and  it 
fell  not,  for,  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock. 
And  every  one  that  heareth  thefe  fayings  of 
mine  and  doth  them  not,  fall  be  likened  unto  a 
foolifi  man  who  built  his  houje  upon  the  J "and  ; 
and  the  rain  defended,  and  the  foods  came^ 
and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  houfei 
and  it  fell,  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it, 
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SERMON   IX. 

Loving  Christ  above  all,  the  Cha- 
racter of  his  true  Difciples. 

Matth.  x.  27' 

He  that  loveth  Father  or  Mother  more  than 
me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.  And  he  that 
loveth  Son  or  Daughter  more  than  me,  is 
not  worthy  of  me. 

TH  E  chapter  of  which  my  text  is  a  S  e  r  m. 
part,  contains  the  firft  and  folemn  IX. 
charge  which  our  Saviour  gave 
his  apoftles  when  he  fent  them  forth  to 
preach  the  gofpel.  As  that  was  a  very 
arduous  undertaking,  and  confequences  of 
the  greateft  moment  depended  upon  it,  to 
the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  good  of  man- 
kind, it  was  neceflary  they  mould  be  well 
inftrudted  how  to  behave  themfelves  in  it. 
And  becaufe  they  were  to  meet  with  fuch 
oppofition  from  the  ignorance  and  prejudi- 
ces of  men,    as  could  not  be  conquered  by 
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Serm.  the  meer  force  of  plain  reafon  and  perfua- 
JX.  fieri,  therefore  were  they  furnifhed  with  ex- 
traordinary powers  to  do  fuch  miracles  as 
might  engage  the  moft  ftupid  to  attend  to 
their  doctrine.  Their  matter  inftrucls  them 
how  to  conduct  themielves  in  the  exercife 
of  thofe  powers,  and  in  general  to  regulate 
their  whole  deportment  with  prudence  and 
fimplicity,  fo  as  they  might  give  no 
offence,  but  with  unblemiuYd  characters 
fuccefsfully  purfue  the  great  deiign  of  their 
miffion.  One  article  relating  to  this  em- 
bafly  was  of  the  laffc  moment,  and  it  is  very 
largely  infilled  on.  The  apoftles  were  to 
fuffer  grievous  perfecution,  being  fent  out 
as  fheep  among  wolves,  men  of  favage  and 
barbarous  tempers,  inflamed  with  a  fuperfti- 
tious  paffionate  zeal,  who  would,  without  re- 
gard to  their  innocence,  treat  them  with 
cruelty  and  rage. 

Their  Lord  endeavours  to  fortify  their 
minds  againft  that  event,  arguing  from  a 
variety  of  topics  for  equanimity  and  patience 
under  all  their  fufferings :  Such  as,  that  he 
had  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  fame  ftate,  and 
furely  then  they  had  no  reafon  to  repine,  nor 
to  hope  for  an  exemption  from  it.  For  li  the 
cc  difciple  is'  tiot   above   his  mafter,    nor    the 
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"  fervant  above  his  Lord"  That  in  fpiteSERM 
of  all  oppofition  their  caufe  mould  triumph,  IX. 
and  themfelves  with  it  be  in  high  reputation 
and  efteem,  when  their  enemies  fhould  be 
covered  with  fhame.  That  they  were  under 
the  fpecial  care  and  protection  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, which  orders  all  things  wifely  for 
the  beft :  And  that  there  is  a  time  coming 
when  a  refolved  adherence  to  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  pure  religion  fhall  be  glorioufly 
rewarded,  and  the  defertion  of  that  caufe, 
through  the  fear  of  fuffering  perfecution  and 
contempt  from  men,  and  the  prevailing 
love  of  this  world,  mall  be  punimed  as  it 
deferves.  LaJUy,  our  Saviour  deduces  the 
patient  enduring  of  afflictions,  even  when 
attended  with  the  moil  bitter  circumftances, 
fuch  as  lofing  the  friendship  and  incurring 
the  utmoft  difpleafure  of  our  nearefr,  and 
deareft  relations :  I  fay,  he  deduces  it  from 
the  common  obligations  of  chriftianity.  Sup- 
pofing  the  cafe  to  be  jufl  as  he  ftates  it  in 
the  veries  preceding  the  text,  that  the  gof- 
pel  does  not  produce  the  proper  and  genuine 
fruit  to  which  by  its  own  nature  it  tends, 
which  is  peace  and  charity  among  men,  but 
that  on  the  contrary  it  becomes  the  occafion  of 
hatred  and  quarrels,  fo  far  that  a  man's  neareft 
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Serm. fnends  are  his  moft  violent  enemies :  Even' 
IX.  this  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  and  the  fury  of 
domeftic  adverfaries  borne  by  the  followers 
of  Chrifi:,  rather  than  they  mould  relinquish 
the  truth,  and  make  fhipwreck  of  a  good 
confcience.  Which,  after  all,  amounts  to 
no  more  than  what  is  efTentially  imported 
in  their  religious  profeffion,  and  a  juft  con- 
fequence  from  the  firft  conditions  of  their 
inlifting  in  his  fervice.  For  what  do  we 
mean  by  taking  upon  us  the  chriftian  pro- 
feffion, and  calling  ourfelves  the  difciples  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  ?  Certainly,  that  we  prefer 
his  approbation,  and  the  favour  of  God  up- 
on his  terms,  to  all  confiderations  in  this 
world,  and  are  ready  to  part  with  every 
thing  for  it.  Therefore,  if  the  moft  efteem- 
ed  friendship  ftand  in  the  way,  and  we 
cannot  hold  it  at  lefs  expence  than  forfaking 
our  duty  as  chriftians,  it  muft  be  abandoned  : 
<c  por  no  man  can  ferve  fW0  ma/lers :     For 

<c  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the 
"  other  y  cr  elfe  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and 
11  defpife  the  other.  Te  cannot  ferve  God  and 
(i  Mammon  **"  One  of  the  plaineft  leftbns 
in  chriftianity  is,  "  feek  firft  the  kingdom  of 
"  God,  and  his  right eoujnefs  -f."     But  this  it- 

*  Matth.  vi.  24.         f  Matth.  vi.   33. 
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felf,  purfued through  all  its  juft  confequences,  Serm. 
will  lead  us  up  through  all  the  degrees  of  IX. 
religious  perfection  :  And  to  act.  the  part 
that  is  necefTary  for  obtaining  the  crown  of 
martyrdom  itfelf,  there  needs  no  more  than 
to  apply  that  general  rule  to  a  particular  cafe 
fairly  comprehended  in  it.  Thus  you  fee 
what  a  confiftency  and  connection  there  is 
in  the  whole  frame  of  religion.  And  to 
rife  to  the  greateil:  heights  which  can  be  at- 
tained in  it,  no  more  is  required  than  a  firm 
adherence  to  its  eafieft  and  plained  rudiments, 
and  to  build  regularly  on  the  firft  principles 
we  have  learned. 

If  it  be  fo,  we  had  need  to  fee  that  the 
foundation  be  well  laid ;  that  is,  that  we 
rightly  underftand  the  terms  upon  which  we 
enter  into  the  chriftian  profeffion,  and  dedi- 
cate ourfelves  to  the  fervice  of  our  Lord. 

One  efTential  condition  is  contained  in  the 
text,  that  is,  love  to  Chrift  above  all  others, 
and  a  deliberate  preference  of  him  to  our 
neareft  earthly  friends  j  and,  by  parity  of 
reafon,  to  whatever  elfe  in  this  world  may 
come  in  competition  with  him  for  our 
affection  and  efteem.  None  of  us  can  be 
ignorant,  that  this  is  what  our  Saviour  indif- 
penfably  requires.     It  is  yet  more  ftrongly 
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SERM.exprefs'd  in  the  xivth  of  St.  Luke  and  the 
jX*  l  26th  verfe,  but  the  meaning  is  the  fame  as 
here.  tf  If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not 
"  bis  father,  and  mother,  and  wife,  and  chil- 
<l  dren,  and  brethren,  and  Jifters,  yea  and  his 
fC  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  dzfciple." 

In  diicourfing  on  thefe  words,  I  will  Firft, 
conlider,  what  it  is  to  be  worthy  of 
Chrift. 

Secondly,  I  will  fhew,  what  is  meant  by 
the  Love  of  him,  as  in  comparifon  with, 
and  oppofition  to  the  love  of  friends, 
and  all  other  worldly  interefts ;  from 
which  the  truth  of  this  declaration  will 
appear,  that  we  cannot  be  worthy  of 
him  upon  other  terms  than  preferring 
him  to  every  thing  elfe. 

Firft,  Let  us  confider  what  it  is,  to  be 
worthy  of  Chrift.  And  this  we  find  is  very 
well  explained  in  the  paffage  juft  now  re- 
ferred to  by  this  expreffion,  he  cannot  be 
my  difciple ;  that  is,  he  cannot  be  a  fincere 
chrifiian;  he  may  call  himfelf  by  that  name  : 
But  whofoever  doth  not  come  up  to  the 
terms  here    required,    is  not  a   chriftian  in 

heart 
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heart  and  in  truth.     This  manner  of  fpeak-SERM. 
ing  is  very  ufual  in  the  New  Teftament.    At     IX. 
the    1  1  th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  our  Saviour 
orders    the    apoitleS)  when    they  went  into 
any  city  or  town,    firft  to  enquire,  who  in 
it  were  'worthy  j    that  is.,    as   far  as   can   be 
judged,    men   of  probity  and  candor.     Sin- 
cerity is   the  fum  of  moral  worth ;  and  the 
whole   value   depends  upon  it,  when  a  reli- 
gious profeffion  is  the  point  to  be  eflimated. 
The  apoftles,    after  their  matter,    fpeak  in 
the  fame  drain.     St.  Paul  exhorts  chriftians 
to  walk  worthy  of  God>  which  he  explains, 
"  *    by    walking    worthy    of  the    vocation, 
"  wherewith    they    are     called."      That   is> 
fuitably  to  the  hopes,  the  privileges,  and  the 
rules  of  it.     God  has  called  us  to  his  king- 
dom   and   glory,    and   he   has  called  us   to 
holinefs.     To  be  worthy  of  him,  therefore, 
and  of  his  calling,  is  to  fulfil  the  obligati- 
ons of  our  religious  character,    as  his  pro- 
feffed  fervants  and  followers,  and  to  be  qua- 
lified upon  his  own   terms  for  the  recom- 
pence  he  has  promifed.      It  is  never  to  be 
imagined   that  men  could  lay   any  previous 
obligation  on  God,  or  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
The   divine  mercy  prevented  us,   when  we 

*  Eph.  iv.   1. 
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SERM.were  altogether  unworthy,    and  our  falva- 
IX.     tion  by  the  gofpel  is  wholly  of  grace.     And 
when  we   perfevere  in  our  obedience  to  it 
with  all  the  worthinefs  we  can  attain  to,  for 
it  is  frill  imperfect,    we  mud:  at  laft  look  for 
the  mercy  of  the  Lord  fefus  anto  eternal  life. 
But,  when   we  receive  the  word  of  his  king- 
dom into  good  and   honcjl  hearts,    and  bring 
forth  fruit  with  patience ;  when  we  fincerely 
comply   with   the   conditions  of  acceptance 
which  he  has  efcablifhed,    and  continue  in 
them,    then  does    "  our  God  count  us  worthy 
of  his  calling,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,   2  ThefT. 
i.   11,    12.  that  the  name  of  our  Lord  fefus 
Chrijl  may  be  glorified  in  us,  and  we  in  him. 
This,    I  hope,  will  difpofe  us   the  more  di- 
ligently to  attend  to  the  particular  doctrine 
of  this  text,    namely,    the    love    of   Chrift 
above  all,    declared  by  himfelf,    to   be  one 
elTentially    necefTary     qualification,    without 
which   we    are  not  worthy  of  him,    or   his 
approved  difciples,  intitled  to  his  acceptance, 
and  the  reward  of  his   kingdom.     I  come 
therefore, 

Secondly,  To  confider  the  love  of  Chrift 
as  in  comparifon  with,  and  oppofition  to 
the  love  of  friends,    and  all   other  worldly 
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interefts.     The   meaning  of  the  text  is,  by  S  e  r  m. 
no    means,    that  chriftians   fhould  not  love  _    *X. 
their  relations,  father  and  mother,  brethren 
and  fitters ;  nor  is  that  the  meaning  of  the 
yet  flronger    exprefiion,    before   mentioned, 
that  they   mould    "  hate  father  and  mother^ 
"  brethren    and  fi[lers>    wife    and    children ', 
<£  yea  and  their  own  lives''     Such  affections 
have  deep  and  firm  foundation  in  nature  and 
reafon.     The  wife  and  good  parent  of  man- 
kind, intending  the  fafety   and  happinefs  of 
them  all,    has  planted  an  inftinct   in  every 
human  heart,    whereby  it  is  inclined  not  on- 
ly to  care  for,  and  do  good  to  itfelf,  but  to 
the  whole  kind.     And  confidering  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  condition   in   this  world, 
the  indigences  of  an   infant  flate,  the  infir- 
mities of  old  age,  and   the  opportunities  of 
mutual  help,  which  are  afforded    by  coha- 
bitation in   families  ;    it   is  for  the  common 
advantage  of  the  fpecies,    that  there  mould 
be   nearer  attachments,  and   that  fuch  rela- 
tions   as     thofe    of    parents    and     children, 
brethren   and     fitters,    mould    be    endeared, 
and  the  benefit  which  may  arife  from  them, 
fecured    by    a    peculiarly    tender    affection. 
As  this  may  be  juftly   attributed  to   God  as 
its   author,    and  his  wifdom  and    goodnefs 
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Serm.  mine  in  it,  religion  is  not  intended  to  root 
IX.  it  out,  or  in  any  degree  to  weaken  the  bonds 
of  humanity.  On  the  contrary,  it  ferves 
rather  greatly  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen 
them.  God  has  exprefsly  eftablifhed  the 
obligation  of  relative  duties  by  his  own  po- 
fitive  law,  and  annexed  the  promife  of  a 
great  reward  to  the  fincere  and  careful  per- 
formance of  them.  In  fcripture,  to  be 
without  natural  affection  is  reprefented  as 
one  of  the  worft  characters.  To  fet  light 
bv  father  and  mother  is  a  moll  heinous 
wickednefs,  highly  difpleaiing  to  God.  And 
for  a  man  to  -neglect  caring  and  providing 
for  his  own ,  efpecially  thofe  of  his  own  houfe,  is  to 
deny  thejhi'h,  and  be  worje  than  an  infidel  *. 

But,    the  immediate  ends  of  thefe  natural 
relations   are   not  the    hiffheft  ends  of    our 

o 

being.  We  are  capable  of  nobler  purfuits 
and  higher  enjoyments,  than  the  eafe  and 
conveniencies  of  our  prefent  condition.  And 
in  order  to  thefe,  our  minds  are  endued 
with  affections  of  a  fuperior  nature  j  the 
love  of  what  Solomon  calls  wifdom,  with  its 
excellent  and  right  things,  and  the  love  of 
the  fupreme  Being,  the  fountain  of  all  good- 
nefs  and   happinefs,  in  whom  all  moral  per- 

-    i  Tim.  v.  8. 
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fections  are  abfolute,  and  infinite.  This  isSerm. 
the  love  which  ought  to  be  the  mod:  intenfe,  IX. 
and  to  rule  in  our  hearts.  Reafon  teaches 
us,  that  our  affections  ought  to  bear  a  pro- 
portion to  the  worth  of  the  object.  It  is 
reputed  great  weaknefs,  at  leaft,  to  be  im- 
moderately fond  of  trifles,  and  neglect 
things  of  the  higheft  dignity  and  impor- 
tance. Now,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  by 
every  intelligent  creature,  who  has  any  no- 
tion at  all  of  God,  that  he  is  the  mod:  ex- 
cellent, and  therefore  the  moil  amiable  of 
all  Beings ;  for  in  him  infinite  natural  and 
moral  perfections  meet.  He  is  not  only 
moil  powerful  and  wife,  which  characters 
our  minds  naturally  admire  5  but  in  con- 
junction with  thefe  he  is  perfectly  righteous, 
a  God  of  truth  and  without  iniquity ',  jujl 
and  right  is  he:  And  he  is  good  to  ail,  his 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works.  No 
man  then,  if  he  would,  can  with-hold  his 
affent  from  this  proportion,  that  God  is 
the  worthieft  object  of  our  affection,  and 
our  hearts  mull:  neceffarily  condemn  us  in  pre- 
ferring other  things  to  him.  And  as  this  is 
what  the  light  of  nature  teaches  men,  fo  the 
firft  and  great   commandment  of  God's  po- 
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Serm.  fitive  law  is,  "  *  thou  fialt  love  the  Lord  thy 
IX.     «  God  with  all  thy  heart,    and  with  all  thy 
"  foul,     and  with   all,  thy  mind:'    That  is, 
with   fincerity,    and   an   inward  affection  as 
the  conflant  abiding  principle  of  obedience  ; 
and  with  chearfulnefs   and  delight,   running 
in  the  way  of  his  commandments.      This 
ought    to    be    the    ruling    principle   in    our 
minds,    controlling  and  directing  the  mea- 
fure  and  exercife  of  all  our  other  affections : 
For  the   leafl   reflection    will    convince    us, 
that  there  being  a  variety  of  inclinations  and 
defires  in  our  nature,  which  are  the  fprings 
of  action,    there   mull  be  a  fubordination  ; 
fome  muit  neceffarily  yield  to  others :    And 
fo  we  find  in  experience.     It  is  the  predo- 
minant affection  which  conftitutes  the  cha- 
racter, and  temper  of  a  man.     The  covetous 
is  he,  in  whom  the  love  of  wealth  prevails 
over  all  other  inclinations  j  the  ambitious  in 
whom  the  love  of  honour  j  the  voluptuous, 
in  whom  the  love  of  fenfual  pleafures.     Each 
of  thejfe  will  facrifice  every  other  interelt  to 
his   idol,    and  every  other  defire,    which  is 
even  natural  to  him,  yet  not  fo  ftrong.     But 
to    preferve    an    universal    harmony   in  the 
mind  of  man,    and   to  conftitute  a  truly  re- 
ligious  and   virtuous  character,    the   love  of 

*  Matt.  xxii.   37. 
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God,  and  of  goodnefs  ought  to  be  predo-SE  rm, 
minant.  Other  affections  are  not  to  be 
rooted  out,  but  this  mull  be  fupreme  j  and 
they  gratified  and  indulged  only  by  its  per- 
miffion,  and  (o  far,  as  not  to  be  inconfiflent 
with  it. 

This  is  the  true  meaning  of  my  text. 
For  what  I  would  principally  obferve  for 
illuftraiing  this  fubject,  is,  that  the  love  of 
Chriit,  and  the  love  of  God  and  goodnefs, 
is  juft  the  fame.  His  profeffed  defigu, 
which  he  uniformly  purfued  in  his  doctrine, 
and  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  actions 
and  fufferings,  was  to  glorify  his  heavenly 
father ;  that  is,  to  promote  righteoufnefs, 
piety  and  virtue  in  the  world,  which  is  the 
image  and  glory  of  God  •  to  recover  men 
from  their  corruption  and  degeneracy  to  the 
iincere  obfervance  of  his  laws,  and  the  imi- 
tation of  his  holinefs.  It  can  never  then 
be  imagined,  that  he  intended  to  fet  up 
himfelf  as  an  object  of  our  efteem  and 
affection,  by  way  of  diftinction  from  his 
father :  As  he  fays  himfelf,  *  he  and  his 
father  are  one.  It  is  his  glory  to  be  the 
exprefs  image  of  the  Father  s  perfony  and  to 
declare  him,    whom  no  man  hath  feen  at  any 

*  John  x.  30. 
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S  e  R  m.  time.     So  that  whofoever  hath,  that  is,  knows 
IX.     and  loves  the  fon,    the  fame  hath  the  father 

dji. 

It  is  apparent  likewife  that  fome  of  the 
principal  motives  of  affection,  propofed  in 
fcripture,  to  God,  and  to  his  fon,  are  the 
fame.  The  perfections  of  power,  wifdom> 
holinefs,  and  goodnefs  are  afcribed  to  both. 
'The  works  that  the  father  doth,  the  fame 
doth  the  fon  likewife.  The  worlds  were  made 
by  him,  and  in  him  all  things  confijl.  He 
works  with  the  father  hitherto,  in  the  pro- 
vidential care,  and  government  of  the  world* 
If  the  divine  attribute  of  perfect  holinefs  is 
the  moft  worthy  of  our  efteem  and  imita- 
tion, our  Lord  Jefus  Chriit  is  alfo  holy, 
harmlefs,  undented,  and  feparate  from  fin- 
ners,  and  has  given  us  a  moft  complete  pat- 
tern of  all  amiable  virtue,  that  we  fhould 
follow  his  fteps.  If  the  love  of  God  ma- 
nifefted  to  us,  not  only  by  the  gifts  of  his 
providence,  but  efpecially  by  the  benefit  of 
our  redemption,  be  an  argument  for  our 
gratitude  to  him,  the  fame  confideration 
mould  excite  our  love  to  Chriit  j  for  he  loved 
us,  and  gave  hi  wf  If  for  us,  to  redeem  us  from 
all  our  iniquity. 
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And  as  moral  excellence  is  the  infepara-  Serm- 
ble  character  of  the  Deity,  fo  that  it  is  IX. 
abfurd  to  pretend  that  we  love  him  without 
loving  it;  that  we  love  the  holieft  and  beft 
of  all  Beings,  without  loving  holinefs  and 
goodnefs  itfelf  j  the  fame  is  true  concern- 
ing our  Saviour,  whom  the  fcripture  always 
reprefents,  as  therefore  altogether  lovely, 
becaufe  he  is  altogether  holy,  and  moft 
companionate  to  finners,  intending  their 
happinefs  by  faving  them  from  their  fins. 
Indeed,  the  idea  which  the  gofpel  princi- 
pally intends  to  give  us  of  him,  is  that  of 
the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  divine  glory,  as  manifefting  in  the 
moft  confpicuous  manner  the  moral  perfec- 
tions, the  efTential  purity,  and  infinite  good- 
nefs of  the  Deity.  And  if  we  confider  the 
humiliations,  the  fufferings  and  death  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  indeed  con- 
tain powerful  motives  to  love  him,  it  is  the 
greateft  abfurdity,  and  the  higheft  dimonour 
to  him,  to  feparate  thefe  from  what  he 
intended  to  accomplifh  by  them,  namely 
the  refloring  and  promoting  true  holinefs 
and  virtue  among  men.  *  He  gave  himfelf 
for  us,    to  redeem  us  from  all  our  iniquities, 

*  Titus  ii.  14. 
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S  e  R  M.  an d  to  purify  unto  binifelf  a  peculiar  people  zeal- 
IX.  qus  0f  good  works :  He  loved  his  church,  and 
gave  bimfelf  for  it ,  that  he  might  fant~lify  and 
cleanfe  it,  with  the  wafting  of  water,  by  the 
word ;  that  he  might  prefent  it  unto  bimfelf  a 
glorious  church,  not  hav'mg  [pot  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  fuch  thing  -,  but  that  it  jhould  be  holy  and 
without  blemijh  *. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  it  is  evident  that 
the  love  of  Chnft,  or  the  love  of  God, 
manifeflly  contains  in  it  the  love  of  ri^hte- 
oufnefs  and  goodnefs,  dfentially  importing 
a  difpofition  to  practile  it  -,  and  if  we  mean 
any  thing  elfe  feparate  from,  and  unconnect- 
ed with  this,  we  certainly  deceive  ourfelves. 
Some  feem  to  place  it  in  an  unintelligent 
zeal  and  warmth  of  imagination,  without 
confidering  the  true  character  of  the  object-  j 
expremng  itfelf  by  an  intemperate  heat  for 
fpeculative  notions  and  external  circum- 
ftances,  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the  religion 
of  Chrift,  with  violence  againft  all,  who 
are  differently  minded  concerning  them. 
But,  furely  a  rational  love  to  any  perfon,  is 
founded  on  jufi  apprehenfions  of  his  real 
character,  and  it  mows  itfelf  by  a  ftudious 
imitation  of  him,  and  a  conftant  endeavour 

*  Eph.  v.  25,  26,  27. 
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to  pleafe  him  in  all  things.  If  an  illuftrious  Serm. 
character  be  known  to  us  only  by  defcription  ; 
and  yet  more  efpecially,  if  it  falls  within 
our  own  obfervation  and  acquaintance,  the 
admiration  of  it  naturally  inclines  us,  as  far 
as  we  can,  to  form  ourfelves  upon  the  fame 
model.  And  if  he  is  loved  as  a  good  man, 
with  whom  we  have  to  do  in  any  relation, 
we  will  undoubtedly  endeavour  to  recom- 
mend ourfelves  to  his  approbation,  in  our 
whole  behaviour.  This  is  the  love  which 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  requires  of  all  his  dif- 
ciples, that  they  may  be  worthy  of  him, 
and  this  affection  in  a  higher  degree  than  is 
allowed  to  father,  mother,  brother,  fifter, 
any  other  perfon,  or  any  other  thing  in  this 
world. 

Now,  from  all  that  has  been  faid,  the 
truth  of  our  Saviour's  declaration  in  the 
text  fufficiently  appears  j  that  without  fuch 
love  to  him,  as  has  been  defcribed,  greater 
love  than  we  have  to  father,  mother,  or  any 
thing  in  life,  yea,  than  to  life  itfelf,  we  can- 
not be  worthy  of  him,  or  be  his  fincere 
difciples.  Indeed  the  declaration  itfelf  is 
enough  to  fatisfy  us  in  this  point.  For  fince 
Jefus  Chrift  is  the  author  of  chriftianity,  it 
is  he  only  who  muft  fix  the  terms  of  it. 

Every 
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Serm. Every   man   is   at  liberty  as  to  his  entering 
IX.     into  that   profeftion  :    It  is  a  voluntary  act, 
and  he  may  choofe  for  himfelf,  whether  he 
will  do  it,   or  not.     But  as  to  the  conditions, 
he  is   not  at  liberty.     They   are  eftabliflied 
by  the    author  in  the  original  inftitution  un- 
alterably.    But    we  may  obferve,  that  what- 
ever other    reprefentations    are  given  us   of 
the   terms,    they   perfectly  agree  with  this : 
And  in  what   ever  true  light  we  take  chrif- 
tianity,    it  is  impoffible  to  anfwer  the  defign 
of  it,    without  coming  up  to  what  is  here 
required.     If  it  be  a  divine  religion,   intended 
to  repair  the  moral  blemilhes  and  defects  of 
human  nature,  and  reftore  men  to  innocence 
and  virtue,    that  they  may  be  qualified  for 
enjoying  the  favour  of  God.     How  can  this 
be  accomplimed  without  their  being  brought 
to  a  prevailing  love  of  innocence  and  virtue ; 
which,  as  I  have  mown  you,  is  loving  Chrift 
more  than  any  thing  elfe  ? 

Again,  let  us  confider  that  to  be  worthy 
of  Chrift,  to  be  his  true  difciples,  and  ob- 
tain his  acceptance,  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary 
that  we  fhould  adhere  to  him  inviolably, 
that  we  fiould  hold  fafl  the  profejjion  of  our 
faith  without  wavering,  and  be  ftedfafl  and 
immovable  in  good  works :    For  they  only  who 

endure 
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endure  to  the  end  JJoall  be  faved,  and  to  them  Serm, 
mone  who  remain  faithful  unto  deaths  the  IX. 
crown  of  life  is  promifed.  Now,  the  only 
poffible  fecurity  of  this  ftedfaftnefs,  is  love 
to  Chrift,  and  to  religion  and  virtue  above 
all.  Without  it;  whenever  the  intereft  of 
any  prevailing  object  of  affection  comes  in 
competition  with  our  duty,  we  fliall  defert 
it,  and  cleave  to  the  more  beloved  idol.  St. 
Paul  tells  us,  zTim.  iv.  10.  That  "  Demas 
cl  forfook  him,  having  loved  this  prefent 
"  world"  And,  indeed,  according  to  the 
account  which  the  apoftle  John  gives  us  of 
the  love  of  the  world,  *  that  it  comprehends 
the  "  lujl  of  the  fef\  the  luft  of  the  eyesy  and 
"  the  pride  of  lifef  or  the  pleafures  of  the 
external  fenfes,  riches,  and  honour,  to  it 
muft  be  attributed  the  numerous  herefies 
and  apoftacies  of  the  primitive  times ;  efpe- 
cially  if  we  add  to  it,  cowardice,  which  is 
an  undue  love  of  life,  or  loving  it  more  than 
Chrift  and  our  duty. 

I  fliall  only  add,  that  a  ftedfaft,  and  uni- 
verfal  obedience  to  him,  is  imported  in  our 
being  worthy  of  Chrift,  or  his  fincere  dif- 
ciples. The  very  notion  of  a  chriftian  is 
one  who  keeps  the  commandments  of  Chrift. 

*  1  John  ii.   16. 
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Serm.  Without  that,  the  name  is  ameer  infigni- 
IX.  ficancy ;  or  rather,  it  is  hypocrify.  Now 
this  obedience  is  the  genuine  infeparable 
fruit  of  prevailing  love  to  him  ;  it  is  the  teft, 
to  which  our  profeffed  affectionate  regards 
to  him,  are  to  be  brought,  that  we  may 
judge  with  certainty,  whether  they  are  fin- 
cere,  or  not.  "  If  ye  love  me,  fays  our 
Saviour  himfelf,  'John  xiv.  1 5.  keep  my  com- 
t(  mandments.  And  verfe  21.  "He  that 
<c  hath  my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them, 
"  he  it  is  that  loveth  me"  Nor  is  there 
any  thing  elfe,  which  in  reafon  can  be  fup- 
pofed,  to  preferve  us  in  a  fteddy,  and  uni- 
verfal  obedience  to  his  laws.  Other  prin- 
ciples and  motives  may  produce  a  temporary 
and  external  conformity,  or  rather  appear- 
ance of  conformity  to  them :  But  in  many 
inftances,  and  thofc  of  the  greateft  moment, 
their  influence  will  fail.  If  the  demands  of 
a  perfon,  or  object,  more  beloved  than 
Chrift-,  interfere  with  his  precepts,  the 
ftronger  affection  will  carry  the  mind,  and 
thereby  govern  the  practice.  And  the  deli- 
berate offence  in  that  one  point  is  an  effen- 
tial  breach,  forfeiting  the  chriftian  character 
and  hopes :  So  that  the  keeping  of  the 
whole  law,  that  is,  all  the  reft  of  it,   paffes 

for 
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for    nothing,    according   to   St.  James 's   ac-  S  e  r  m. 
count,  chap.-ii.    10.  IX. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  a  fuperior  love  to 
Chrift,  loving  him  more  than  father,  or 
mother,  brethren  or  fitters,  any  worldly 
intereft,  and  even  life  itfelf  j  that  this,  I 
fay,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  our  being 
worthy  of  Chrift,  or  his  fincere  and  accepted 
difciples. 

It  remains  now  that  we  make  fome  ap- 
plication of  this  fubject :  Which  may  be 
the  better  done,  becaufe  our  Saviour  him- 
felf  has  gone  before  us,  in  applying  it,  to 
one  of  the  highen:  and  mod:  difficult  points, 
in  the  practice  of  religion,  that  is,  to  the 
cafe  of  fuffering  perfecution.  It  mull:  be 
acknowledged  a  very  fevere  trial  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  enmity  with  one's  neareft  relations, 
and  for  a  man  to  have  his  foes,  thofe  of  his 
own  houfe,  continually  treating  him  ill,  and 
ready  to  betray  him,  and  deliver  him  up  to 
the  moft  grievous  fufTerings.  This  is  the 
cafe  fuppofed  :  And  how  mall  a  chrifcian 
fupport  himfelf  in  it  ?  There  is  no  principle 
that  will  bear  him  out,  but  a  fuperior  affec- 
tion to  Chrift  :  And  this,  if  it  be  ilrong 
enough,  will  do  it  effectually.  It  is  true, 
the   friendfliip   of  relations  is  very  defirable  ; 

as 
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SERM.as   fuffcrings  by    their  hands   are  peculiarly 
IX.     bitter.      But    that    friendship    is    not   to   be 
purchafed,    nor  the  fufFerings  avoided  at  fo 
great  an  expence,    as   abandoning  the  caufe 
of  religion :    And  whofoever  will  act   that 
part,    let    him  not   pretend,    that  he   loves 
Chriit.     His  practice  is  an  irrefragable  de- 
monstration of  the  contrary.      If  the  frowns 
of  a  father,    the  hatred  of  a  brother,    and 
the  danger  of  his  life,  are  prevented  at  the 
expence  of   an    indignity  to  Chrift,  can  he 
deny,  that  he  loves  them  more  than  him  ? 
Men    may    attribute   their   fainting   in   the 
time  of  trial,    and    relinquishing  their  duty 
through   fear   of    perfecution    to  a   pitiable 
weaknefs,     while     they    flatter    themfelves, 
they  have  ftill  a  fincere  affection  to  the  good 
caufe    they    defert:    But   according    to   the 
judgment  of  our   Saviour,    it  muft  be  other- 
wife.      And    we    may   every  one   be    con- 
vinced  of  it,    if  we  deliberately  attend  to 
the  reafon  of  the  cafe.     For  can  there  be 
any  fincere  affection  to  God,  to  our  Saviour, 
and  to  his  caufe  of  pure  religion  and  virtue 
if  it  be   not  a  prevailing  affection,    ftronger 
than    any    other,    which   oppofes   it  in  the 
heart  ?    But  that   it  is  not  fo,  by  the  fuppo- 
fition  is  manjfeft.      Who  can   fay  he  has  a 


greater 
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greater  regard   to  Chrift,    than    to  his  life,  Serm. 
and  to  men,  if  to  fave  it,  he  denies  him  be- 
fore them  ? 

But,  we  may  apply  this  alfo  to  other,  and 
more  ordinary  purpofcs  in  the  practice  of 
religion.  If  the  commanding  love  of  Chrift 
be  a  fufficient  defence  againft  the  ftrongeft 
temptations,  it  may  well  fupport  the  mind 
againft  IerTer  ones.  And  indeed  tho'  the 
greateft  things  in  religion  may  be  effected 
by  the  force  of  this  principle,  the  leaft  and 
the  eafieft  cannot  be  done  without  it.  There 
are  other  trials  of  integrity  and  virtue,  be- 
fides  perfecution,  ariiing  from  the  common 
relations,  and  affairs  in  life :  And  the  friend- 
fhip  of  this  world  too  commonly  betrays 
men  into  enmity  againft  God.  Our  affec- 
tion to  our  friends  and  worldly  interefts  may 
miflead  us,  by  flattery,  as  well  as  terror  : 
and  their  infinuating  fmiles  may  prove  a 
fnare  as  well  as  their  frowns.  If  a  chriftian 
then  {hall  be  in  fuch  an  unhappy  fituation 
even  in  his  own  houfe,  as  to  be  follicited 
to  fin,  by  his  moft  intimate  friends  \  if  their 
example,  or  perfuafions  allure  him  to  that 
which  is  evil  j  let  him  remember  that  firft 
and  moft  indifpenfable  law  of  his  religion, 
to  love  his  God,    and  his  Saviour,  more  than 

Vol.  I.  Q_  "  Father 
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Serm.{<  Father    and    mother ',     wife    and    children, 
IX.     "  brethren  and  fifiers,  yea  and  his  own  life 

alfo." 

This,  in  the  cafe  of  temptation  to  idolatry, 
was   exprefsly   provided  againft.    by  a  divine 
declaration  ;    and  it  may  by  parity  of  reafon 
be  applied  to  other  cafes.      Dent.  xiii.  6,  8. 
<c  If  thy   brother,    the  Jon  of  thy  mother ,    or 
"  thy  fon,    or  thy   daughter,    or  the  wife   of 
"  thy  bofom,    or  thy  friend,    which  is  as  thine 
"  own  Joid,    entice  thee  fecretly,   faying,    let 
"  ns  go,    and  ferve    other    Gods — Thou  fialt 
"  not    confent    unto    him,    nor   hearken   unto 
"  him"     Befides  this,  there  are  other  temp- 
tations   which    derive  their  force  from  the 
fame  root,  the  love  of  our  intimate  friends ; 
and  are  only  defeated  by  the  fame  principle, 
a  fuperior  affection  to  Chrift.     There  is  no- 
thing more  common  in  the  world,  than  for 
mens  families  to  be  fnares  to  them  :    While 
to  make  a  large,  or  (as  they  pretend)  a  com- 
petent provifion  for  them,  they  violate  their 
confciences,  and  fin  againft  God,    either  by 
direct  injuftice,  or,  at  leaf!:,  by  fuch  immo- 
derate follicitude,     and  inceflant  tcil,    as   is 
inconfiftent  with  piety,  leaving  no  room  for 
the  exercifes  of  it ;    or  by  fuch  narrownefs, 
and  withholding  more  than  is  meet,  as  is  directly 

contrary 
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contrary  to  charity.     But,  let  us  remember,  S.e  rm. 
that  this  is  to  render  ourfelves  unworthy  of    IX. 
Chrifl,  by  loving  fons  or  daughters,  or  other 
worldly  interefts  more  than  him. 

Befides,  diftreiTes  befalling  our  friends, 
their  deaths  and  misfortunes,  which,  con- 
fidering  the  vicifiitude  of  human  affairs,  are 
always  to  be  expected,  and  they  are  to  forhe 
minds,  at  leaft,  among  the  moll:  fenfibly 
affecting  trials  in  life  ;  thefe  are  to  be  fup- 
ported  on  the  fame  principle.  An  incon- 
folable  grief  for  them  can  never  confifl  with 
a  tranfcendent  love  to  God,  and  our  Saviour. 
For  fo  long  as  the  fupreme  object  of  affec- 
tion remains  unalterable,  there  is  always  a 
fufficient  fund  of  confolation  againfr.  all  in- 
ferior loiTes. 

Thus  you  fee  of  what  general  ufe  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  a  religious  and  happy  life, 
this  condition  of  difciplefhip,  or  of  chriiti- 
anity  would  be,  which  our  Saviour  here 
"requires.  It  would  eftablim  us  in  our 
chriftian  profemon  ;  it  would  produce  uni- 
verful  obedience  to  his  laws,  and  make  our 
works  perfect  before  God:  It  would  be  a 
defence  againft  all  forts  of  temptation,  and 
miniiter  comfort  under  the  moff  grievous 
diftreiTes  in  life.      When   we  fail  in  any  of 

Q^2  thefe 
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Serm.  thefe  articles,    it  is  to  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
IX.     count  of  a  defect  here,  to  the  want,  or  weak- 

L"¥_'^  nefs  of  our  love  to  Chrift.. 

The  conclufion,  then,,  is,  that  we  mould 
endeavour  always  to  have  this  principle 
ftrensthened  in  us,  as  the  root,  from  which 
every  religious  virtue  muff  grow  up  to  its 
full  maturity.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  a  mere 
zeal  of  affection,  and  vehement  emotion  of 
mind  without  underftanding  ;  but  a  rational 
and  deliberate  efleem,  founded  on  a  clear 
apprehenfion  of  infinitely  amiable  moral  ex- 
cellency, and  calmly  directing  to  every  good 
work,  according  to  that  admirable  defcrip- 
tion  the  apoftle  gives  in  the  ift  chapter  of 
the  epiftle  to  the  Philippians  from  the  9th 
verfe,  "  that  your  love  may  abound  yet  more 
u  and  more  in  knowledge  and  in  all  judgment : 
u  That  ye  may  approve  things  that  are  ex- 
<{  cellenty  that  ye  may  be  Jincere,  and  without 
"  offence  till  the  day  of  Chrift.  Being  filed 
"  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs^  which  are 
cc  by  Jefus  Chrift  unto  the  glory  and  praife 
"  of  God"  In  order  to  this,  nothing  can  be 
fo  effectual  (indeed  without  it  nothing  can 
be  effectual )  as  a  ferious  attention  to  the  mo- 
tives of  love.  What  elfe  can  excite  a  ra- 
tional affection  ?  If  we  compare  all  the  ob- 
jects 
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jedts  that  follicit  our  defires,    every    enjoy-  Serm, 

ment  in  life,  with  the  amiable  glories  of  the     IX. 

divine  nature,    and    the    excellent  and  right 

thijigs    of   religious    wifdom,    they    will    be 

found   lighter   than  vanity,  unworthy  of  our 

choice.      And  for  railing  this  efteem,    and 

inflaming   your  grateful  and  pious  affections 

to  God,    you  have  a  great  advantage  by  the 

gofpel  miniftrations,  which  reprefent  to  you 

fo  clearly  the  glory  of  God  in  Chrift,  and 

the  greatnefs  of  his   love  manifefted  in  our 

redemption.      Meditate   on   this,    that   your 

hearts  may  be  warmed  with  fervent  love  to 

him,  who   fo  tenderly   loved  you  -,  and  that 

the  love  of  Chrift  may  conftrain  you,  thus 

judging,    *  "  that  if  one  died  for   ally    then 

"  were  all  dead :    And  that  he  died  for  all, 

"  that  they   who    live,   fhould  not   henceforth 

"  live  unto  t he mf elves,    but  unto  him,    which 

"  died  Jor  them,  and  r of e  again." 

*  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15, 
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SERMON    X. 

Of    the     proper     Improvement     of 
Occafions  of  Sorrow. 


v  Ecclefiafties  vii.  2,  3,  4. 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  than 
to  go  to  the  houfe  of  fea/lingy  for  that  is 
the  end  of  all  men,  and  the  living  will  lay 
it  to  his  heart.  Sorrow  is  better  than 
laughter,  for  by  the  fadnefs  of  the  coun- 
tenance the  heart  is  made  better.  The 
heart  of  the  wife  is  in  the  houfe  of  mourn- 
ing, but  the  heart  of  fools  is  in  the  houfe 
of  mirth. 

Serm.P""    "^HE    mr.in   fubject   of  this   book   is 
X.  the   vanity  of  all  things  under  the 

v--~v-~J  fun<      Though  the   frame    of  this 

world  is  very  good,  and  fo  the  wife  creator 
pronounced  it  when  it  came  out  of  his  form- 
ing hand,  that  is,  it  was  fafhioned  exactly 
according  to  his  own  model  lor  die  intended 

purpofes ; 
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purpofes  -,  it  anfwer'd  his  defigning  idea,  Serm. 
and  contained  a  glorious  difplay  of  his  per-  f  X. 
feelions,  particularly  his  goodnefs ;  yet  with 
refpect  to  human  happinefs  it  is  utterly  in- 
fufficient  :  Which  kind  of  vanity  arifes  not 
from  the  ftate  and  nature  of  outward  things 
themfelves,  for  that  is  juffc  as  it  mould  be 
under  the  direction  of  perfect  wifdom  j  but 
partly  from  the  ccnflitution  of  the  human 
mind,  which  is  plainly  intended  for  pur- 
pofes  beyond  this  prefent  fcene,  and  partly 
from  mens  irregular  defires  and  expectati- 
ons, whereby  being  led  to  flatter  themfelves 
with  foolifh  hopes  of  contentment,  and  fa- 
tisfaction  of  mind,  in  the  poffeffion  of  fome 
worldly  good,  they  are  plunged  into  per- 
petual difappointments  and  vexation  of  fpirit. 
The  preacher  proves  his  doctrine  by  a  gene- 
ral furvey  of  the  courfe  of  this  world,  which 
though  governed  by  Heady  counfel,  is  fo 
various,  and  to  our  underftanding  uncertain, 
that  no  man  knows  what  outward  events 
may  happen  to  him,  nor  what  is  really  and 
in  the  whole  for  his  advantage.  He  ex- 
amines alfo  particular  things,  on  which  men 
fet  their  hearts,  hoping  for  great  happinefs 
in  them,  fuch  as  riches,  grandeur,  know- 
ledge, reputation  for  wifdom,  and  religious 
Q^_4  profefllons, 
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S  ERM.profeffions,  with  a  laborious  external  devo- 
ut, tion ;  and  he  fhews  that  none  of  all  thefe 
come  up  to  what  our  nature  determines  us 
ultimately  to  purfue,  that  is  foiid  and  lafr.- 
lng  happinefs,  which  indeed  is  to  be  defpaired 
cf  under  the  fun,  that  is,  from  all  temporal 
and  earthly  enjoyments. 

What  then  ?  mall  we  abandon  altogether 
the  hope  of  any  good,  at  leaft,  while  we 
are  in  this  world  ?  mall  we  give  up  ourfelves 
to  an  utter  defpondency,  as  Solomom  tells  us 
in  this  book,  chapter  ii.  20.  He  caufed  his 
heart  to  defpair  cf  any  good  from  his  labour  ? 
No  certainly ;  there  is  a  real  and  folid  good 
which  human  nature  is  capable  of  even  now, 
though  but  in  its  infancy  of  being ;  and  by 
a  due  improvement  of  the  prefent  opportu- 
nities, it  is  prepared  for  a  greater,  even  a 
complete  felicity  hereafter.  The  fum  of 
this  is  to  fear  God  and  keep  his  Commandments , 
which  our  author  fays,  is  the  all  of  man, 
the  whole  of  his  intereft  and  of  his  duty  j 
and  it  is  not  comprehended  in  the  things 
under  the  fun,  which  he  calls  vanity.  Not 
only  fo,  there  are  fome  fentiments,  a  certain 
temper  of  mind  and  behaviour,  even  with 
refpect  to  thefe  fublunary  things,  which  pre- 
vents inconveniencies,  temptations,  and  in- 
quietude 
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quietude  from  them ;  nay,  and  makes  them  Serm. 
fubfervient  to  our  higheft  interefts,  the  occa-      X. 
lions  of  improving  our  minds  in  virtue,  and 
fitting  them  for  more  excellent  enjoyments. 

Of  this  there  is  a  remarkable  and  very 
comprehenfive  inftance  in  the  text.  Where- 
as the  generality  of  men,  on  the  htft  face 
of  objects  and  events,  as  they  appear  to 
fenfe,  immediately  engage  their  delire  or 
averflon,  and  determine  their  purfuit ;  they 
eagerly  follow  after  what  at  firft  feems  agree- 
able, with  profufe  delight,  and  as  eagerly 
flee  from  the  contrary.  Feftival  folemnities, 
and  parties  of  pleafure  where  mirth  is  in- 
dulg'd  without  any  reftraint,  have  a  gay 
inviting  appearance ;  molt  people  are  there- 
fore fond  of  them,  and  readily  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  fuch  entertainment; 
but  events  which  have  a  more  fevere  and 
mournful  afpect,  fuch  as  bring  death  to  re- 
membrance, are  ftudioufly  avoided.  Now 
Solomon  advifes  the  very  reverfe  of  this  j  he 
judges  it  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mournings 
than  to  the  houfe  of  feafiing  ;  to  ace u (torn 
our  hearts  to  the  attentive  confideration  of 
afflicting  occurrences,  particularly  death, 
than  indulge  them  in  licentious  jollity ;  for 
though  the  latter  is  preferr'd  at  prefent   by 

weak 
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SERM.wcak  and  carelefs   minds,    yet  it  has  a  dan- 
X.      gerous  tendency,    and  often  proves  bitternefs 

,i"""~v  ;  in  the  end:  But  the  other,  in  its  firfl:  ap- 
pearance lefs  pleating  to  the  fenfes,  is  more 
reafonable  in  itfelf,  and  contributes  to  the 
neceiTjry  inftruction  of  the  underftanding, 
and  bettering  the  heart.  I  (hall  endeavour  in 
the  following  difcourfe,  firjl,  to  explain  a 
little  farther  what  the  preacher  here  recom- 
mends, Sorrow  as  better  than  laughter,  the 
going  to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  and  having 
our  hearts  there,  rather  than  in  the  houfe  of 
feajiing  and  mirth.  Secondly,  the  reafons  he 
infills  on  for  enforcing  his  advice,  namely, 
that  death  is  the  end  oj  all  men  -,  therefore  it 
is  for  the  advantage  of  the  living  to  lay  it  to 
heart,  and  to  render  the  thoughts  of  it  fa- 
miliar to  them,  whereby  they  mail  increafe 
in  wifdom  and  virtue. 

Firji,  I  am  to  explain  what  the  preacher 
here  recommends,  forrow  as  better  than 
laughter,  going  to  the  houfe  of  mourning, 
and  having  our  hearts  there,  rather  than  the 
houfe  of  feajiing  and  mirth.  The  expref- 
fions  are  plainly  proverbial,  and  the  defign 
of  them  is  not  fulfill'd  merely  by  the  external 
actions,  which  are  mentioned  in  a  literal 
fenfe  :    What  wifdom,    what  merit  or  virtue 

is 
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is  there  in  going  to  funeral  folemnities,  any  Sfrm. 
more  than  to  merry-meetings,  if  the  temper,      X. 
the  thoughts  and  behaviour  be  the  fame,  or 
no  better  ?    And  certainly  it  may  be  fo.     Do 
not  we  fee  daily  vaft  multitudes  of  people 
affembling  on   fuch   occafions,  who,  if  they 
would  afk  themfelves   what  they  came  for, 
could   give   no  other    anfwer,    than  that  it 
was  to  mix  in  a  crowd  of  company,  to  en- 
tertain  themfelves  with    the  magnificence  of 
the  funeral  pomp,  or,  at  beft,  to  pay  a  civil 
complement  to   an   afflicted  family,  and  the 
laft     refpect    to    their   deceafed    neighbour 
without  any  more  ferious  and  affecting  Im- 
preflions  of  mortality  upon  their  minds,  than 
they    would    have    at   a   public    rejoicing  ? 
What  Solomon  therefore  intends,  is,  that  we 
fhould   make  it  our  diliberate  choice  to  g-o 
to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  on  purpofe  to  have 
our  hearts  affected  with   the  fadnefs  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  monitory  inftance  of  mor- 
tality  which  is  there  prefented  to  us;  or  ra- 
ther,   that   wherever    our    bodies    are,     we 
mould    defignedly   engage   our  attention   to 
fuch  fubjects  j  that  we  fhould  ferioufly  me- 
ditate  on   the  frailty  and  uncertainty  of  hu- 
man life,   the  impoffibility  of  avoiding  death, 
which    makes  a  very   important  change   in 

the 
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SERM.the  condition  of  men,  and  other  points  of 
X.  a  parallel  nature  and  tendency,  which, 
though  not  fo  agreeable  to  flefli  and  blood, 
arc  molt  worthy  of  the  mind,  and  may  have 
a  falutary  effect  to  the  improving  and  en- 
tertaining its  higher  powers :  For  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  the  text  fays,  the  heart  of  the  wife 
is  in  the  houfe  of  mourning,  but  the  heart 
of  fools  in  the  houfe  of  mirth  -,  the  bodily 
prefence  is  of  very  fmall  confideration,  but 
the  proper  employment  of  the  thoughts  and 
affections  is  principally  to  be  regarded,  and 
the  other  chofen  by  a  wife  man,  only  with  a 
view  to  promote  it. 

Secondly,  when  mournful  are  declared 
better  than  joyful  occafions,  and  forrow  than 
mirth,  the  meaning  is  not  to  banilh  all 
pleafure,  even  of  the  external  fenfes,  from 
human  life.  Solomon  in  this  book  often 
takes  care  to  prevent  mifconftructions  of 
that  fort ;  he  calls  upon  men  to  rejoice  in 
the  fruit  of  their  labour,  and  in  their  por- 
tion under  the  fun ;  not  to  indulge  them- 
felves  in  the  exceffes  of  fenfual  gratification, 
which,  as  he  fpeaks,  takes  away  the  heart, 
darkens  the  understanding,  and  enervates 
the  mind  j  but  to  receive  with  gratitude, 
and   enjoy    with    chearfulnefs  the   external 

gifts 
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gifts  of  liberal  providence  within  the  boundsSERM. 
of  innocence  and  virtue.  Almightv  God  has  X. 
fo  framed  the  human  nature,  adapting  its 
conftitution  to  our  ftate  of  being,  that  we 
have  a  variety  of  affedions  anfwering  to  the 
various  objects  without  us,  which  may  be 
in  feveral  ways  neceffary  to  our  prefervation, 
and  to  fuch  happinefs  as  we  are  now  ,  capa- 
ble of.  We  have  defires  towards  thofe 
things  which  contribute  to  life  and  health, 
and  there  is  pleafure  annexed  to  the  ufe  of 
them  ;  we  have  fears,  directing  us  to  avoid 
what  may  be  hurtful  or  inconvenient  j  and 
our  forrows  themfelves  have  a  falutary  ten- 
dency to  our  advantage.  But  there  is  a  fub- 
ordination  in  our  powers  and  affections ; 
fome  higher  in  their  kinds  than  others,  and 
more  important  to  the  ends  of  our  being ; 
and  there  is  a  proper  regulation  of  their  ex- 
ercife,  which  in  a  great  meafure  depends 
upon  ourfelves,  yet  not  without  fufricient 
intimation  from  the  author  of  nature  how 
it  is  to  be  conducted.  None  of  our  affec- 
tions are  to  be  pronounced  evil  j  they  are  the 
contrivance  and  the  workmanfhip  of  a  wife 
and  good  agent,  and  they  all  ferve  good 
purpofes :  but  experience  fhews  that  they  are 
capable   of  being  abufed  j    by  being  immo- 
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S  e  R  m.  derately  indulged,  fome  grow  to  a  faulty  ex- 
X.  cefs,  fo  that  they  obtain  an  afcendant  in  the 
mind,  forming  its  temper,  while  others  are 
negleclxd,  nay,  induftrioufly  weakened,  and 
the  objects  of  them  avoided,  which  are  no 
lefs,  perhaps  more  fuitable  to  our  condition, 
and  ufeful  to  the  main  ends  of  life.  This 
is  the  cafe  of  forrow  and  mirth,  the  due 
ballance  of  which  makes  a  proper  conflitu- 
tion  of  temper  well  fitted  to  our  prefent 
{late,  and  an  overgrowth  of  either  is  hurt- 
ful. As  here  we  have  a  mixture  of  good  (I 
mean  natural  good)  and  evil,  we  are  called 
to  grief  and  joy  alternately,  avoiding  ex- 
tremes of  both.  Exceflive  forrow  diflipates 
the  vigour  and  compofure  of  the  mind,  takes 
away  the  relim  of  our  enjoyments,  not  ex- 
cepting the  higheft  and  ben:  of  them,  and 
will  greatly  indifpofe  us  for  our  duty  in  fome 
of  the  raoft  important  inftances ;  but  the 
error  of  multitudes  lies  on  the  other  fide ; 
their  light  and  fluttering  fpirits  have  no  tafte 
for  any  thing  but  what  is  gay  and  mirthful ; 
by  habit  this  grows  to  an  utter  impotence 
of  mind,  and  a  perfect  averfion  to  every 
thing  which  has  a  fad  appearance,  or  is  fo 
much  as  grave  and  ferious :  Now  this  is  no 
way    agreeable    to  the  ilate   of  man   upon 
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earth  ;    for,  as  Job  fays,    he  is  cf  few  days  S  e  r  m . 
and  full  of  trouble ',  nay,  he  is  born  to  it,  and      X. 
it  is  as  natural  to  him  as  for  the  fparks  to  fly 
upward;    and   Solomon  tells  us,    that   God  has 
given  to  man  vexation,  and  travel,  and  grief 
as  a  part  of  his  portion  under  the  fun.      It  is 
therefore    necefTary   to  reconcile   our   minds 
to  a    ferious    thoughtfulnefs    about   things, 
which  for  the  prefent  feem  not  to  be  joyous 
but  grievous,    that  we  may  know  the  better 
how  to  bear  our    part  in  them,    fince  they 
are  the  common  lot  of  mankind,  and  a  dii- 
ciphne  which  divine  providence  ufes,  in  or- 
der to  produce  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righ- 
teoufnefs.     Particularly,    though  death  be  na- 
turally the  averfion  of  all  living  things,  ard 
feems  to  be  a  very  difmal  fubjecl,  we  mould 
accuitom   ourfelves  to  think  of  it,    whereby 
the  horror  and    fear   of  it  may  be  abated, 
and,  which  is  of  greater  moment,  we  may 
be  led  to  fuch  a  preparation,    as  mail  happily 
prevent   the  greateil:  dangers.      To    enforce 
this    upon    our  minds,    I  fhall  in   the   next 
place, 

Confider  the  reafons  infifted  on  in  the  text, 
namely,  that  death  is  the  end  of  all  men, 
therefore  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  livino- 
to  lay  it  to  heart,  and  to  render  the  thoughts 
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SERM.of  it  familiar  to  them,  that  they  may  in- 
X.  creafe  in  wifdom  and  virtue.  The  firft.  rea- 
fon  is,  that  death  is  the  end  of  all  men ; 
why  then  fhould  we  put  it  from  our  thoughts  ? 
Why  decline  the  ferious  consideration  of  it  ? 
If  indeed  unthoughtfulnefs  were  any  fecu- 
rity  againil:  the  event  itfelf,  if  declining  to 
entertain  it  in  our  meditations,  or  a  fupine 
negligence  about  it,  could  prevent  the  fa- 
tal ftroke,  there  would  then  be  reafon  to  ba- 
nifh  the  gloomy  difturbing  fpe&re,  which 
carts  a  dark  fhadow  over  this  world,  and  palls 
our  appetite  to  the  pleafures  of  life :  But, 
alas,  it  is  quite  otherwife  ;  death  is  inevita- 
ble ;  it  will  come  whether  we  think  of  it  or 
not  j  and  it  will  be  the  more  furprifing  and 
the  more  terrible,  the  lefs  it  has  been  confi- 
dered.  This  now  is  one  obvious  fenfe  of 
the  affertion  in  the  text  j  death  is  the  end  of 
all  men  j  none  of  mankind  can  with  any 
mew  of  reafon,  expect  to  be  exempt  from 
mortality,  and  indeed  none  profefs  fuch  an 
expectation .  The  experience  of  all  ages 
which  have  gone  before  us,  and  the  inflan- 
ces  which  are  daily  before  our  eyes,  (hew 
that  this  is  the  common  fate  of  man- 
kind :  Their  condition  in  life  has  always 
been,  and  ftjll  is,  very  unequal  with  refpecl: 
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to  power,  honour,  intellectual  endowments,  S  e  r  m. 
and  other  diftinguifhing  priviledges,  which  X. 
are  efteemed  among  them  very  confiderabie  ; 
but  at  laft  death  puts  all  upon  a  level,  their 
breath  goeth  out,  they  return  to  their  earthy 
and  none  has  power  over  the  Jpirit  to  retain 
it,  neither  is  there  any  difcharge  in  that  war. 
And  as  thus  it  appears  in  fact  that  all  men  die, 
fo  they  who  believe  a  governing  providence, 
mufr.  attribute  this  event  to  unchaneeable 
appointment.  For  the  good  pleafure  of  God 
mankind  were  created,  by  the  fame  good 
pleafure  they  fubfift  upon  the  earth,  which 
was  given  them  to  dwell  in,  not  all  at  once 
(for  that  end  it  would  not  be  fufficient)  but 
in  fucceffion,  and  it  is  evidently  as  much  the 
courfe  and  law  of  nature  that  we  fhould  die, 
as  be  born.  This  immutable  decree  of  hea- 
ven concerning  the  human  race,  is  fully 
declared  to  us  in  fcripture,  where  we  meet 
with  only  two  exceptions  to  it  in  the  cafe 
of  Enoch  and  Eliasy  both  attributed  to  a  di- 
vine miraculous  interpolation.  And  St.  Paul 
reveals  this  myftery,  that  they  who  fhall  be 
alive  upon  the  earth  at  Chrift's  fecond 
coming,  fhall  not  indeed  die,  but  undergo  a 
change  equivalent  to  that,  which  fhall  be 
effe&ed  in  others  by  death  and  the  refur- 
Vol.  I.  R  reclion  j 
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$ERM.re<5tion  j  for  Jlefi  and  bloody  or  the  prefent 
X.  animal  conftitution  of  our  nature,  cannot  i?i~ 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  can  cor- 
ruption inherit  incorruption  ;  but  for  the  reft 
of  mankind  we  are  exprefsly  told  it  is  ap- 
pointed for  them  all  once  to  die 

Secondly,  death  is  the  end  of  all  men  in 
this  fcnfe,  that  it  finally  and  for  ever  termi- 
nates their  ftate  in  this  world,  tranllating 
them  into  a  quite  different,  and  entirely  new 
ftage  of  being :  It  puts  an  end  to  their  la- 
bours and  enjoyments,  to  their  various  rela- 
tions in  life,  and  in  the  very  day  of  death 
their  thoughts  perifl:,  their  defires,  their 
hopes,  their  fears,  their  forrows,  their  love 
and  hatred,  as  Solomon  fays  elfewhere  in  this 
book,  their  projects  for  good  or  evil  to 
themfelves  or  others ;  thefe  (hall  all  ceafe, 
and,  which  is  of  all  the  mod  important  con- 
iideration,  their  ftate  of  difcipline  fhall  ceafe, 
and  where  death  leaves  them,  judgment 
fhall  find  them.  Tbe  life  of  man  is  a  cu- 
rious and  wonderful  piece  of  the  divine 
workmanfhip,  it  contains  a  beautiful  variety 
of  powers  and  affections,  of  bulinefs  and 
enjoyment  j  there  are  united  in  it  two  beings 
of  effentially  different  kinds,  a  particular 
fyftem  of  matter,  confifting  of  a  n  umber lefs 
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multitude  of  parts  admirably  put  together,  Se  rm. 
and  difpofed  with  the  clear  evidence  of  a-  X. 
mazing  wifdom,  fo  as  to  ferve  their  feveral 
ufeful  purpofes  -,  and  a  fpiritual  fubftance, 
the  regent  of  the  body,  indued  with  powers 
of  a  very  high  nature,  the  fpring  of  thought 
and  various  operation,  felf  confcious  and  ca- 
pable of  pleafure  and  pain  in  a  great  variety. 
Between  thefe  two,  however  different,  there 
is  fo  intimate  a  relation  (we  know  nothing 
parallel  to  it)  as  to  conftitute  one  perfon,  or 
one  living  intelligent  agent,  fuch  is  their 
mutual  dependence,  that  the  mind  perceives 
for  the  whole  body,  cares  for  all  its  mem- 
bers, and  directs  all  their  motions ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  corporeal  organs 
convey  to  the  mind  the  knowledge  of  ex-* 
ternal  objects,  and  are  the  fit  instruments 
of  its  active  powers.  By  this  union  the 
human  life  is  related  to,  and  interefted  in, 
the  affairs  both  of  the  intellectual  and 
material  world  :  It  is  capable  of  rational 
and  moral,  and  alfo  of  fenfitive  happinefs  -, 
and  it  is  capable  of  the  contrary  fufferings. 
But  there  is  a  fubordination  of  its  parts  and 
of  their  affections,  exercifes,  pleasures  and 
pains ;    thofe  which  are  purely  mental,  are 
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S  erm.  of  a  vaftly  higher  nature  and  confideration 
X.  to  the  main  ends  of  our  being,  than  thole 
of  the  body,  and  the  former  (hall  endure, 
when  the  others  are  quite  perilled.  The 
principal  deiign  of  providence  in  this  whole 
constitution,  is,  that  the  foul  mould  be  put 
into  the  natural  body  for  a  time,  fhort,  when 
compared  with  the  whole  of  its  duration, 
under  difcipline,  that  acting  a  good  part  in 
this  firit  ftage,  improving  its  own  intellec- 
tual and  moral  powers,  maintaining  its  fu- 
periority  over  the  animal  nature,  and  prac- 
tiling  virtue,  in  oppofition  to  infirmities  and 
temptations,  it  might  be  prepared  for  ano- 
ther ftate,  a  ftate  of  perfection  and  happinefs. 
What  an  important  change  then  doth 
death  make  ?  It  firiimes  all  the  advantages 
and  difadvantages  of  our  prefent  condition. 
The  light  of  the  living  is  withdrawn,  and 
we  are  removed  into  the  land  of  forge tfalnefs. 
No  more  plealure  is  conveyed  by  the  eyes, 
or  any  other  organs  of  fenfation,  no  more 
fatisfaction  arifes  from  the  conveniencies  and 
ornaments  of  life,  from  friend  (hips,  rela- 
tions, or  focial  communication  with  any  of 
mankind  in  this  world  ->  no  more  opportu- 
nity of  fighting,  what  the  fcripture  calls  the 
good  fight)    of  ivor  king  out  our  fa  hat  ion,  and 
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of  fc eking    glory,     honour,    a?id  immortality \  Serm. 
by   a  patient    continuance   in  well-doing  ;  for      X. 
there  is  no  labour,    nor  wifdom,  nor  device,  nor 
knowledge  in  the  grave. 

It    mud   therefore  be   our  wifdom,    and 
greatly  for  our  advantage,    to   enter  into  an 
affecting  confideration  of  this  important  fub- 
ject,    that  we  may  act  the  part  becoming  us 
with   refpect  to  it,    and   make  the  necefTary 
preparation   for  our  inevitable  fate*     This  is 
one  reafon  by  which  Solomon    enforces   his 
advice,    to    choofe   going    to   the    houfe    of 
mourning,    or   habituating  our  minds   to    a 
ferious  and  deliberate  reflection  on  mortality, 
for,    fays   he,    the   living  will  lay    it  to  his 
heart ;    which  expreflion   imports  fomething 
more  than  barely  confidering  it.      The  fame 
object,  it  is  certain,    may  appear  to  the  mind 
in  very  different   lights ;   the  underflanding 
may   enquire   into  it,    even   accurately,  may 
examine  its  nature,  its  various  properties  and 
relarions,    vet  with   the  utmoft  coldnefs  and 
indifference  -,    it  is  the  affections,    and  a  par- 
ticular application   to  ourfelves,    that  deter- 
mine the  importance  of  things,  excite  emo- 
tion,   and  have  an  influence  on  the  temper 
and  practice.     How  calmly  and  unconcern- 
edly do  men  think  and  fpeak  of  objects  and 
R   3  events 
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S  e  r  M.  events   remote   from  themfelves,  fuch  as  dif- 
X.      tant   dangers    and    diftrefles,    which    at   the 
fame  time    they    know   muft    in    the   mod 
fenfible  manner   affect    thofe   who  fhare  in 
them  ?    The  raoft  lively  defcription  cannot 
raife  fuch   paffions,  fuch  fear  and  folicitous 
defire,    prompting  all  the  active  powers   to 
exert  their  utmoft  force,  as  if  the  cafe  were 
our  own.     In  like  manner  we  may  think  of 
death  in  a  very   unaffecting  way,  and  with- 
out laying  it  to  our  hearts,   while  it  is  not 
applied  to  ourfelves,    and  confidered  as  that 
which   muft  very  foon   make  an    important 
change  in  our  own  ftate.     It  is  furely  of  the 
laft  moment  for  the   living  to   lay  death  to 
his  heart,    in  the  fenfe  now  mentioned,    be- 
caufe   his  religious  preparation,  confequently 
his  happinefs  in  a  future  ftate,  depends  upon 
it  j    and  it  contains  fome    of  the    ftrongeft 
motives  to   the  practice  of  our  duty.     But 
notwithftanding  the  difference  which  I  have 
obferved    between   thinking    of  death,    and 
hying  it   to  heart  fo  far,    that  they  may  be 
feparated ;    yet  is  the  former  a  proper  and  a 
rational,    though  not  always  a  certainly  ef- 
fectual means  of  producing  the  other.     We 
find  by  experience,    that  things    which  do 
not  ftrike   our  minds  very  ftrcngly  at  flrft 
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view,  by  an  attentive  meditation,  and  re-SERM. 
volving  them  often  in  our  thoughts,  pro-  X. 
duce  a  great  concern,  and  affect  us  very 
powerfully.  This  may  very  reafonably  be, 
and  frequently  in  fact  is  the  cafe  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  prefent  fubject,  which  is  the 
very  reafon  of  Solomon's  advice,  namely, 
that  inftead  of  eftranging  our  minds  from 
the  thoughts  of  death,  and  baniming  it  as  a 
difagreeable  object  which  will  marr  our  plea- 
fures  in  life,  we  mould  rather  defignedly 
entertain  the  apprehenfions  of  it,  and  in- 
duftriouily  feek  occafions  of  bringing  it  to 
our  remembrance,  on  purpofe  to  engage  our 
affections,  and  work  up  our  hearts  to  a  fe- 
rious  concern  and  juft  folicitude  about  an 
awful  event,  on  which  fo  great  confequences 
depend. 

But  the  great  practical  objection,  if  I  may 
call  it  fo,  that  is,  which  influences  the  af- 
fections of  men,  and  determines  their  con- 
duct, though,  if  we  examine  it,  it  muit  ap- 
pear to  the  underftanding  very  inefficient, 
is  taken  from  the  difagreeablenefs  of  the 
fubjects,  mortality,  and  others  which  have 
a  connection  with  it.  To  think  often  and 
deeply  on  death,  with  an  application  to  our- 
felves ;  and,    as  what  we  mutt  expect,  is  a 
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SERM.very  melancholy   entertainment ;  it  fills  the 
X.      mind    with    horror,    fpreads  a   gloom    over 
the  face  of  all  worldly  comforts,  and  damps 
our  adlive  powers  in  purfuing,    as   well  as 
our  pleafure  in  enjoying  them  j  therefore  do 
fo     many    remove   this   forrow  from   their 
hearts,  and  put  the  evil  day  far  off  in  their 
imaginations,    if  they  cannot  do  it  in    rea- 
lity.      It  is    not,    however,    thus,  that  we 
reafon,    or  that  we  govern  ourfelves  in  pa- 
rallel  cafes ;  if  a  man  has  an  important  in- 
terefr,  at  flake,    if  there  be  any  ground  to 
apprehend    the    lofs   of  his   fortune   or   his 
reputation,  what  doth  he  do  ?  Doth  he  put 
it  out   of  his    thoughts   becaufe   he   wou'd 
not   give   himfelf    trouble  ?    No,    it   affects 
htm  fenfibly,  and  his  concern  puts  him  up- 
on ufing  his  belt,  endeavours  for  preferving 
what  is  in  danger  j  or,  if  even  that  appears 
inevitable,    he  cannot   help  being  thought- 
ful about  it,  meditating  upon  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  misfortune,  and  enquiring  with 
anxiety  how   he  may    make  the   left  of  it, 
and  if  there  be   any  poffibility  of  mending 
his   condition   afterwards.       As   to   the  cafe 
now  before  us,  death   is   certain,  and  there- 
by the  lofs  of  all    our   prefent  enjoyments  ; 
the   poffibility   of  preventing   it,    is  a  point 
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abfolutely  to  be  given  up:  But  how  awful  S e  r m. 
is  the  fequel !  And  it  is  now  depending,  it  X. 
muft  be  either  very  happy,  or  very  refe- 
rable, according  to  our  behaviour.  Now 
when  we  are  lure  of  fo  great  a  change  in 
our  flate  as  death  makes,  the  irrecoverable 
lofs  of  life,  and  whatever  is  defirable  to  us 
under  the  fun ;  and  there  is,  we  know,  a 
much  greater  intereft  than  life  at  ftake,  and 
a  more  lafting  condition  of  happinefs  or 
mifery,  than  any  in  this  world  abiding  us, 
according  as  our  deeds  done  in  the  body  are 
good  or  evil,  mall  we  decline  thinking  on 
this  change,  and  fecurely  run  this  hazard, 
rather  than  give  any  interruption  to  our 
ihort  lived  pleafures  by  the  prefent  uneafi- 
nefs  which  mufr.  attend  a  ferious  confider- 
ation  ? 

But  Solomon  carries  the  argument  yet  far- 
ther ;  he  doth  not  content  himfelf  with 
urging  the  certainty  of  death,  and  the  ne- 
celTity  which  is  laid  upon  the  living  to  lay 
it  to  heart,  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  for- 
row  which  will  accompany  their  though t- 
fulnefs  about  it ;  he  goes  farther,  I  fay,  and 
afferts  that  this  forrow  itfelf  is  falutary,  and 
even  eligible,  en  the  account  of  its  tendency 
to  the  improvement  of  the  mind,    in  wif- 

dom 
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Serm.  dom  and  virtue,  which  is  the  Ihird  reafon 
X.  enforcing  the  advice  in  the  text.  The  heart 
of  the  wifi  is  in  the  boufe  of  mourning,  and 
by  the  fadnefs  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is 
made  better.  It  is  frill  to  be  remembred, 
that  he  doth  not  mean  to  recommend  for- 
row  merely  for  its  own  fake  j  every  one 
knows  that  it  is  a  painful  paflion,  though 
at  the  fame  time  we  know  too  that  nature 
determines  us  ftrongly  to  it  upon  fome  oc- 
cafions,  fo  that  the  mind  even  choofes  it, 
and  takes  a  kind  of  pleafure  in  afflicting  it- 
felf :  But  fo  far  as  reafon  has  any  fhare  in 
regulating  our  paffions,  it  is  becoming  us 
to  conlider  the  end  of  them,  and  by  a  re- 
gard to  that,  to  govern  ourfelves  in  enter- 
taining, or  oppofmg  them.  It  is  farther  to 
be  obferved,  that  as  all  our  paffions  are  liable 
to  exceffes,  fo  is  this  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
Grief  is  fometimes  extreme,  when  the  occa- 
fion  is  ever  fo  iuft  ;  when  the  mind  is  over- 
whelmed and  enfeebled  by  it,  and  fo  rendered 
incapable  of  vigoroufly  purfuing  the  proper 
remedy,  which  is  the  very  defign  of  the  grief 
itfelf.  St.  Paul,  2  Cor.  ii.  7,  was  apprehen- 
five  of  this  danger  to  the  penitent  offender, 
whofe  grief  was  very  juft  under  the  cenfure 
which  he  fuffered  for  his  fcandalous  offence, 

and 
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and  therefore  he  advifes  the  Corinthians  toSERM. 
forgive  him,    and  confirm  their  love  to  him,     '  X. 
left,  fays  he,  fuch  a  one  fiould  be  fwallowed 
up  of  overmuch  for  row.     But,  the  true  rea- 
fon  why  the  forrow  duly  limited,  or  rather 
the  ferious  temper  of  mind,  which  accom- 
panies calm  and  deliberate  thoughts  of  mor- 
tality is  in  itfelf  eligible,  and  actually  chofen 
by  wife  men,  rather  than  a  thoughtlefs  levity 
of  mind,    and  an  uninterrupted   merriment 
in  fenfual  enjoyment,    the  reafon,  I  fay,  is, 
becaufe  it  is  a  good  means  of  making  the 
heart  better :    Better  in  a  moral  fenfe,  that 
is,    more  virtuous  and   religious.     It  is  ac- 
knowledged by  us  all,  that  there  is  a  reality 
in   religious  virtue,    and  that  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  j  but   the  people  of  a  gay  turn  of 
mind  will   think  and  fay,    "  we  hope  inno- 
Ci  cent   mirth  is   not  inconfiflent   with  it," 
which  indeed  is  true ;    but  let  them  con- 
fider  that  the   mirth  which  excludes  ferious 
thoughtfulnefs   concerning  religion  and  the 
future  ftate,  or  indifpofes  them  for  it,  is  not 
innocent,     though    it   fliould    be    free  from 
what  is  in  its  own  nature  vicious. 

More  particularly,  the  advantages  of  what 
I  have  mown  to  be  the  meaning  of  forrow 
jn  the  text,  are,  firft,  that  it  naturally  leads 
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Serm  us  to  an  attentive  meditation  on  God,  and 
X.  providence,  and  a  future  ftate.  when  one, 
fedately,  and  with  a  iolemn  compofure  of 
mind,  fets  death  before  himfelf  as  the  end 
of  all  men,  and  his  own  end,  he  cannot 
avoid  looking  up  to  the  fupreme  directing 
caufe  of  this  event  which  is  the  great, 
wife,  juft,  and  good  governor  of  the 
world,  who  having  placed  man  upon  earth 
for  an  appointed  time,  turns  him  again  to 
deilruction,  and  fays,  return  ye  children  of 
men,  leave  this  flage  to  account  for  the  fe- 
veral  parts  you  have  acted  in  it.  Now, 
thefe  fentiments  entering  deeply  into  the 
mind,  every  one  fees,  are  productive  of 
true  piety,  of  reverence  for  the  fupreme 
Being,  the  irrefiftible  ruler  of  all  things,  fear 
of  offending  him,  confidence  in  his  mercy 
as  our  only  refuge,  obedience  to  his  law:-, 
and  fubmiffion  to  his  will.  From  the  fame 
fountain  will  proceed  a  difpailionate  indif- 
ference to  the  things  of  this  world,  both  what 
is  called  good  and  evil  in  it,  or  profperity 
and  adverfity,  fince  they  are  fo  tranfitory, 
and  the  effect  of  them  is  confined  to  the 
prefent  ftate,  they  do  not  reach  to  the  grave, 
where,  as  Job  fays,  the  weary  are  at  reft  : 
And  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  counfels  and 
projects  of  men  for  their  worldly  happinefs 
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ceafe  for  ever,  for,  their  purpofis  are  broken Serm. 
off,    even  the  thoughts    of   their   hearts,    Job      X. 
xvii.   ii.    and,    verfe   16,    their   defires  and 
hopes  of  that   kind  go  down  to  the  bars  of 
the  pit,    where  men  however   diftinguimed 
in   life,    reft  together  in   the  duft ;  in  other 
words,  this  affecting  confideration  produces 
temperance,  humility,  and  patience,  virtues 
of  great  importance  to  a  religious  life,    and 
the    only  folid    foundation  of  true   inward 
peace  and  ferenity  of  mind. 

I  mall  conclude  with  the  following  re- 
flections. Firft,  the  great  and  ruling  de- 
fign  which  we  mould  constantly  purfue,  and 
take  our  meafures  according  to  its  direction, 
is  the  bettering  of  our  hearts,  or,  the  im- 
proving ourfelves  in  wifdom  and  virtue. 
That  our  feheme  of  life  may  be  confident, 
and  becoming  fuch  creatures  as  we  are,  it  is 
necefTary  that  fome  principal  end  mould  be 
always  aimed  at,  and  all  our  deliberations 
terminate  in  it.  Now,  what  can  be  more 
worthy  of  our  character  as  intelligent  and 
moral  agents,  what  more  fuitable  to  our  pro- 
felTion,  than  this  I  have  propofed  ?  To 
abandon  ourfelves  wholly  to  the  purfuit  of 
prefent  pleafures,  without  any  further 
view,  is  not  to  act  either  as  men  or  chrif- 
tians  3    but  to  make  it  our  chief  ftudy,    and 

the 
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SERM.the  main  intention  which  mall  govern  our 
X.  counfels,  and  our  courfe  of  a&ion,  that  we 
may  grow  wifer  and  more  virtuous,  this  is 
what  our  own  minds  will  approve,  and  we 
profefs  to  believe  that  the  happy  effects  of 
it  will  abide  with  us  for  ever.  And  where 
is  the  man  that  muft  not  acknowledge  he 
needs  to  have  his  heart  made  better,  that  he 
is  not  yet  perfect,  neither  has  already  attained 
that  practical  knowledge,  and  thofe  meafures 
of  piety  and  goodnefs  which  he  ought,  and 
may  arrive  to  ? 

Secondly \  in  order  to  fo  great  and  valuable 
a  defign,  let  us  with  firm  refolution  lay  a 
necefTary  reftraint  on  our  fenfes  and  imagi- 
nation, the  moft  unfit  counfellors  in  fuch  an 
affair.  Let  us  learn  to  deny  their  moil  im- 
portunate cravings,  to  retrench  their  plea- 
sures, to  filence  their  tumults,  and  reconcile 
ourfelves  to  what  may  appear  to  them  fevere, 
particularly  to  inure  our  minds  to  the  thoughts 
of  death,  and  have  our  hearts  often  in  the 
houfe  of  mourning. 


S  E  R- 
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SERMON   XI. 

The  Happinefs  of  the  Righteous  in 
all  Circumftances  illuftrated. 

Ifaiah  iii.   10. 

Say  ye  to  the  Righteous,    that  it  JJoall  be  well 
with  him. 

SCARCELY  can  one  imagine  a  nioregERMi 
calamitous  and  difmal  ftate  of  things  XI. 
in  any  nation  or  city,  than  the  pro- 
phet here  defcribes,  as  actually  the  condi- 
tion of  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  a  ftate  of  ex- 
treme poverty,  and  even  famine ;  the  Jiay 
of  bread  and  the  Jiay  of  water  was  taken 
away;  the  foundations  of  civil  government 
were  deftroved,  and  their  defences  againfl 
dangers,  either  from  abroad,  or  from  within, 
the  defences  both  of  wifdom  and  flrength, 
utterly  ceafed,  as  well  as  thofe  arts  and  im- 
provements which  adorn  human  life,  and 
are    the    beauty    and    ftrength    of    fociety. 

There 
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Serm.  There  was  no  more  to  be  found  among  the 
XL  Jews,  the  mighty  man,  and  the  man  cf  ivar, 
the  judge  and  the  'prophet,  the  prudent  and 
the  ancient,  the  captain  of  fifty,  a?id  the  ho- 
nourable man,  the  ccunjellor,  the  cumiing 
artificer,  and  the  eloquent  crater.  What 
could  be  expected  but  immediate  ruin  to 
fuch  a  country  ?  And  the  prophet  attributes 
it  to  the  juft  providence  of  God  punifliing 
that  degenerate  people  for  their  iniquities ; 
for,  fays  he,  verfe  8,  9.  ferufalem  is  ruined, 
and  Judah  is  fallen,  becaufe  their  tongue  and 
their  doings  are  againfl  the  Lord,  to  provoke 
the  eyes  of  his  glory ;  the  JJ:ew  of  their  coun- 
tenance doth  wit?iefs  againfl  them,  and  they 
declare  their  fin  as  Sodom.  But  notwithstanding 
all  this  evil,  and  indeed  whatever  confufion 
may  happen  at  any  time  in  the  world,  what- 
ever diftrefs  may  come  upon  particular  men, 
or  any  number  of  them,  the  cafe  of  man- 
kind is  not  abfolutely  and  univerfally  un- 
happy :  It  mail  be  well  with  fome,  and  the 
difference  of  mens  conditions  principally  de- 
pends on  their  moral  characters.  As  this 
is  clearly  infinuated  in  what  I  already  ob- 
ferved  from  the  prophet's  account  of  the 
mifery  of  the  fews,  and  the  ruin  of  their 
nation  by  their  crimes,    it  is  exprefsly  and 
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very  folemnly  declared  in  the  text,  fay  ye  /cSerm, 
the  righteous  it  Jhall  be  well  with  him  :  Do  XL 
not  imagine  that  I  mean  to  pronounce  one 
event  to  you  all,  or  to  put  good  and  bad 
upon  a  level ;  the  wife  and  righteous  ruler 
of  the  univerfe  will  diftinguifh  men,  and  all 
other  moral  agents,  by  their  difpofitions  and 
behaviour,  and  will  render  to  them  accord- 
ing to  their  works. 

This  certainly  is  a  doctrine  of  the  greatefl 
importance ;  the  very  being  of  religion  de- 
pends upon  it :  Unlefs  we  are  perfuaded, 
that  virtue  is  good,  and  vice  ill  for  us,  what 
can  induce  our  minds  to  choofe  the  one  and 
refufe  the  other  ?  And  as  it  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  fo  no  principle  is  more  evi- 
dent :  It  has  been  the  fupport  of  anxious 
difturbed  minds  in  all  the  changes  of  their 
ftate,  even  in  the  deepen:  affliction ;  though 
fome  good  men  have  had  difficulty  enough 
to  keep  themfelves  always  in  the  affectionate 
belief  of  it.  In  fuch  a  cafe  as  that  which 
the  text  refers  to,  it  was  very  necefiary  that 
it  mould  be  earneftly  and  warmly  incul- 
cated, that  the  righteous,  by  its  influence, 
might  maintain  their  integrity,  and  not  turn 
away  from  their  righteoufnefs,  either  through 
evil    example,     or    the    temptations    which 
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S  e  R  m.  might  accompany  public,  almoft  uniref&fj 
XI.  calamities.  But  at  all  times  it  is  mod  wor- 
thy of  our  ferious  attention,  as  eminently 
ufeful  to  engage  our  inviolable  adherence 
to  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  that  we  may 
efcape  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world.  I 
mall  therefore  in  the  following  difcourfe, 
firfti  endeavour  to  explain  this  fubjec~t,  by 
mewing  you  who  are  the  righteous,  and  in 
what  fenfe  it  mail  be  well  with  them,  or, 
they  mall  be  happy.  Secondly,  I  will  confider 
upon  what  evidence  the  prophet's  afTertion 
refts,  or  how  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
connection  between  righteoufnefs  and  fe~ 
licity. 

Firft,  I  am  to  explain  this  fubject,  by 
mewing  you  who  are  the  righteous,  and  in 
what  fenfe  it  mail  be  well  with  them,  or, 
they  mall  be  happy.  It  is  the  more  needful  to 
confider  carefully  this  important  diftinguim- 
ing  character,  becaufe  men  are  apt  to  run 
into  miftakes  concerning  it,  to  place  it  in 
things  wherein  it  doth  not  at  all  confift,  at 
leaft  which  are  very  remote  from  its  effence. 
Not  but  that  the  notions  of  right  and  wrong, 
of  moral  good  and  evil,  are  obvious  to  the 
human  mind,  and  their  difference  eafily  dif- 
cernedj    the  ideas  of  fenfible   qualities  are 

not 
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hot  more  clear  and  diflinct :  But  in  this Serm. 
mixed  flate,  when  men  are  neither  perfectly  _  XL 
good  nor  bad,  the  exact  boundaries  are  not 
fo  eafily  fixed,  cipecially  when  an  applica- 
tion is  made  of  thefe  characters  to  particular 
perfons,  and  we  judge  concerning  ourfelves, 
in  which  cafe  prejudice  and  felf-partiality 
often  miflead  men  ;  and  fuperftition,  a  very 
prevailing  evil  among  mankind,  contributes 
to  thefe  errors,  by  leading  them  to  imagine, 
that  there  is  nVhteoumefs  and  relio-ion  in 
thofe  things,  which  have  really  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

In  general  the  righteous  is  ht,  in  whefe 
heart  the  morally  good  or  pious,  virtuous 
and  pure  affections  rule,  and  whofe  practice 
is  habitually  conducted  by  their  direction  j 
the  man    who  loves  God  above  all   things 

o 

with  his  heart  and  foul,  who  fears  him 
and  efchenvs  evil,  whom  no  allurement  of 
worldly  pleafure,  profit,  or  honour,  no  fear 
of  worldly  lofs  or  fuffering,  can  perfuade  to 
defert  his  duty,  to  act  againfl;  his  confeience, 
or  wilfully  and  deliberately  to  tranfgrefs  any 
divine  law  known  to  him  :  Not  the  perfon 
who  is  altogether  free  from  any  infirmities, 
which,  flrictly  fpeaking,  may  be  called  fin- 
fill,    and   who  never,    through   the  whole 
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SERM.courfe  of  his  life,  has  by  ignorance  or  fur- 
XI.  prife  been  drawn  into  thofe  indeliberate  ac- 
tions, which  upon  a  review  he  cannot  juf- 
tify.  If  this  were  the  fenfe  of  righteoufnefs, 
who  could  pretend  to  it  ?  For  there  is  not  a 
jujl  man  that  liveth  upon  the  earth  and  fm- 
neth  not.  But  it  has  pleafed  God  graciouily 
to  accept  of  men  upon  lower  terms,  even 
upon  the  terms  of  fincerity,  upon  a  predo- 
minant inclination  and  purpofe  of  heart  to 
do  his  will,  appearing  by  the  fruits  of  piety, 
temperance,  juflice,  and  charity,  habitually 
in  their  lives. 

Thefe  are  the  righteous  with  whom  it 
mall  be  well,  for  they  are  the  objects  of 
God's  approbation  and  favour,  according  to 
the  fettled  unalterable  rule  of  proceeding  in 
his  moral  government.  It  is  true,  this  is 
particularly  and  very  exprefsly  taught  in  the 
facred  fcriptures :  The  prophets  with  one 
confent  declare,  that  the  upright  man, 
though  not  wholly  free  from  moral  defects, 
pleafes  God  ;  and  they  preach  the  doctrine 
of  repentance,  promifing  in  God's  name 
the  remifTion  of  all  their  fins  to  fuch  as  fin- 
cerely  comply  with  it,  or,  that  if  the 
wicked  forfake  his  ways,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts,   the  Lord  will  have  mercy 
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bn  him,  and  abundantly  pardon  him;  and$ERM. 
who  doth  not  know,  that  the  force  is  ftill 
more  clearly  taught  in  the  new  te lament: 
But  it  is  alfo  perfectly  agreeable  to  our  na- 
tural fentiments  concerning  the  Deity ;  what 
hope  could  men  have  towards  him,  if  it 
were  not  fo,  and  how  infignificant  would 
religion  be  to  its  main  profefTed  ends  ? 

If  this  be  the  true  notion  of  the  righteous 
man,  a  character  concerning  which  every 
one  is  the  beff.  judge  for  himfelf,  being 
confeious  of  the  operations  of  his  own  mind, 
and  of  the  affections,  the  principles,  and 
motives  from  which  he  acts;  and  indeed, 
as  the  apoftle  yohn  teaches  us,  when  we 
can  aflure  our  hearts  before  God,  and  they 
do  not  reproach  us  for  infincerity,  or  pre- 
vailing evil  affections,  then  we  have  confi- 
dence towards  him ;  but,  I  fay,  if  this  be 
the  true  notion  of  the  righteous  man,  our 
next  enquiry  under  this  head,  is,  in  what 
fenfe  it  fhall  be  well  with  him.  The  mean- 
ing certainly  is  not,  that  he  fhall  pofTefs  all 
external  advantages  and  enjoyments  in  this 
world,  whereby  his  condition  fhall  be  ren- 
dered more  eafy  and  profperous  than  that 
of  the  wicked.  That  is  contrary  to  fact  and 
experience,    as  well  as  to  many  plain  decla- 
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Sep.  m.  rations  of  fcripture  :    It  is  not  thus  that  God 
XI.     diftinguiihes  his  favourites,  nor  do  righteous 
men  place  their  happinefs  in  outward  profpc- 
rity.     There  be  many  that  fay,  who  will Jbetit  us 
any  good?     That  incefTantly,    and   with  the 
greater!  eagernefs   purfue  lenfual  and  earthly 
gratifications  as  their  chief  good,  which,  be- 
cauie  they  cannot  find  in  any  one  object  (for 
no  one  object  of  that  fort  can  content  the  mind 
of  man)   therefore  they  feek  it  in  a  variety, 
and  the  end  of  their  wifhes  is  flill   undeter- 
mined :  But  the  flable  uniform  defire  of  the 
good  man,  is,  that  God  may  lift  on  kim  the 
light   of  his  countenance ,    or    grant   him   his 
favour,    which  is  better  than  life.     Nor  is  it 
to   be  thought,    that  divine  providence  will 
always  interpofe  to  refcue  the  righteous  from 
thofe  calamities  that  come  upon   the  world 
of  the  ungodly  in  which  they  live ;  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  prophet  to   allure 
them,    that   they   fhould  be  preferved  from 
the  ruin  of  Jerufelem,  and  the  common  fall 
of   Judah,    which  was  to  be  expected  bc~ 
cauie  of  their  crying  national  fins,    in  which 
the  righteous   had  no  ihare  j  but  that  in  all 
events  they  mould  be  happy,    even  though 
they  were  involved  in  the  common   deibia- 
tjon,    and   pcrifhed  with   the  multitude   of 

finners  -% 
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finners ;  for  the  judgments  of  God  pro-SERM. 
cured  by  the  wickednefs  of  men  do  not  al-  XI. 
ways  feparate  between  the  precious  and  the 
vile,  but  he  fuffers  them  frequently  to  fall 
together  ;  frill  however,  even  in  death  itfelf, 
making  a  great  and  important  difference  be- 
tween them.  It  is  true,  there  are  fome  in- 
stances of  providence  interpollng  for  the  de- 
liverance of  eminently  good  men  from  com- 
mon deflructive  plagues :  Thus  Noah,  and 
his  family  efcaped  that  fiGod  which  over- 
threw the  foundations  of  the  wicked  ;  and 
righteous  Lot  was  delivered  from  that  ven- 
geance of  eternal  fre,  as  the  apoftle  calls  it, 
which  confumed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Such 
inftru&ive  examples  {hew,  that  God  has  not 
foriliken  the  earth,  that  his  eye  runs  to  and 
fro  to  mark  the  perfeB,  and  pew  hmfelf 
jirong  in  behalf  of  the  upright ;  and  they 
are  imperfect  fetches  of  his  juft  admini- 
stration, which  will  finally  diftinguifh  men^ 
according  to  their  doings  with  the  moft  exact  > 
equity ;  but  they  are  rare  examples ;  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  things  is  otherwife,  and 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  outward  ftate  of  men 
in  this  world,  there  is  one  event  to  the  righteous 
and  to  tlefuner. 

S  4  We 
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Serm.  We  mufr.  therefore,  in  order  to  under- 
XI.  ftand  fully  how  it  {hall  be  well  with  the 
righteous,  enlarge  our  notion  of  the  flate  of 
man  ;  we  mufl  confider  him  in  the  whole 
of  his  being,  his  foul  as  well  as  his  body? 
and  in  every  condition  and  period  of  his 
exiftence.  It  is  thus  we  judge  concerning 
our  flate  within  the  compafs  of  the  prefent 
life,  and  its  affairs :  A  man  may  be  eafy  and 
profperous  in  the  main,  when  his  principal 
interefts  are  flourishing,  although  he  meets 
with  various  difappointments  in  things  which 
are  of  lerTer  moment.  In  like  manner  we 
may  juftly  fay,  it  is  well  with  good  men 
when  their  fouls  profper  ;  they  enjoy  inward 
peace  and  fatisfaction,  and  their  future  hap- 
pinefs  is  fecured,  though  they  are  liable  tq 
fufferings  in  this  prefent  time,  which,  as  the 
apoftle  *  fays,  are  not  worthy  to  be  corn-pared 
with  the  glory  that  Jlmll  hereafter  be  revealed 
in  them  j  and  though  they  are  not  exempted 
from  the  common  frailties,  nor  the  extraor- 
dinary diftreffes  which  are  incident  to  the 
reft  of  mankind,  and  the  focieties  they  be- 
long to.  The  pleafure,  the  high  felf-en- 
joyment  which   arifes  from  a  confcioufnefs 

*  Rom.  viii.   18. 
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of  virtuous  integrity,    together  with  afirmSERM. 
unfhaken  confidence  in  God,  the  joyful  ex-     XL 
pectation    of  a  future   more  perfect  happi- 
.  nefs,  and  the  fure  poflefiion  of  it  when  this 
life  is   ended  ;    thefe  are  the  portions  of  fin- 
cere  perfevering  righteoufnefs ;    for,    as  this 
prophet    elfewhere   teaches,    chapter   xxxii. 
ij.  the  work  of  righteoufnefs  fall  be  peace , 
and  the    effecl    of  it  quietnefs  and  ajjurance 
for  ever'.      This   is    more  fully  and  particu- 
larly explained  to  us  in  the  fcripture.     God 
has  brought  life  and  immortality  to  clear  light 
through  the  Gofpel,  and  by  his  fpirit  revealed, 
as    St.  Paul    teaches     1  Corinthians,    xi.    9. 
thofe  things  which  he  has  prepared  for  them 
that    love   him  ;    things    which   eye  hath  not 
feen,    nor  ear  beard,    nor  hath  it  entered  into 
the    heart    of  man   to   conceive.     But  at    all 
times,  and  under  every  difpenfation  of  reli- 
gion,   there  has  been  flill  fufhcient  reafon  to 
believe  that  it  fjiall  be  well  with  the  righte- 
ous, or  that  there  is  an  eftablifhed  infepara- 
ble  connection  between  virtue  and  happinefs, 
which  leads  me  to  what  I  propos'd. 

Secondly,  to  (hew  the  truth  of  the  pro- 
phet's aflertion  in  the  text,  that  it  fhall  be 
well  with  the  righteous,  or  that  he  fhall  be 
happy :    Whatever   becomes  of   the  fociety 

he 
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Serm. he  belongs  to,  whatever  miferies  may  befaf 
XI.     his  fellow  citizens  or  countrymen,  and  what- 
ever outward  calamities  he  may  be  involv'd 
in  jointly  with  them,  there  is  real  good  re- 
ierved  for  him,    and  he  fhall   be  happy  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  his  righteoufnefs. 
And  here,    as  I  have  ftated  the  notion  of 
that    happinefs    which    is  confequent    upon 
virtue   only  in  general,  without  defcending 
to  thofe  particular  bleffings  and  enjoyments, 
which  christians  either  know  by  experience, 
or  are    taught  to   hope  for  by  the  revealed 
rule  of  their  religion,    io   I  fhall  begin  the 
proof  of  the  doctrine,    with  that   evidence 
which  is  common  to  mankind,    and  muft 
appear  to  every  perfon  who  carefully  attends 
to  it.      Let   us  then,    fir  ft  of  all,    confider 
the  ftate  and  conftitution  of  the  human  na- 
ture as  in  facl;  we  find  it,    abftracting  from 
any  inquiry  concerning  the  author  of  it,  and 
his  defigns  and  conduct  towards  us.      Every 
ones  experience  makes  him  fenfible  of  plea- 
iure  and  pain,    or  of  happinefs  and  mifery, 
of  borii  which  we  all  of  us  partake  in  fome 
degree.     It  is  almofl  as  plain,  that  both  en- 
joyments and  fufferings  are  of  different  kinds ; 
and  the  molt  general  and  important  diftino 
tion  is  into  mental  and  bodily,     Who  doth 

not 
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not  know,    or  cannot  compare  in  his  own  Serm. 
reflecting  thoughts,    the  difference  between     XI. 
the  gratifications  and  uneafineffes  of  the  ex- 
ternal fenfes,  and  of  the  mind  ?    But  it  is  too 
little   attended  to,  and  yet  very  certain,  that 
the  latter  are  of  vaftly  greater  importance  to 
our  intereit  than  the    former.      Scarcely  is 
there  any  man  not  confcious,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,    of  the   fatisfaction   which  arifes  from 
morally  good   difpofitions,  at  lead:  fome  par- 
ticular kinds   of  them,    fuch  as    focial   and 
natural   affection,    benevolence,    compaffion, 
or  gratitude ;    and   that   this  is  ftroneer  and 
more  intenfe  than  the  enjoyments  which  any 
fenfible  object  can  yield,  appears  from  this 
conlideration,    that  the  latter  are  frequently 
facrifked    to    the    other  j    nay,    the   mod 
grievous  bodily  tortures  are  fubmitted  to  by 
men   of   very  imperfect    moral    characters, 
rather  than  they  will  foregoe  the  pleafures 
of  their"  fuppofed  virtue.     Befides,  it  might 
be  eafily  fhewn,    that  not  only  the  enjoy- 
ments  of  fenfe    are  mixed   with  fome   ho- 
nourable appearance  of  virtue,  which  mews 
the  neceffity  the  human  mind  is  under  of 
paying  refpect  to  that  divine  form,  but  that 
really   feni'ual  pleafure  is  heightened   to  the 
poflcffor,    by  that  fpecies  of  morality,  which 

attends 
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Serm.  attends  it  in  his  imagination,  by  the  appear- 
XI.  ance  of  generofity,  freedom,  friend  (hip,  or 
focial  communication.  Who  doth  not 
know,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pains  of  a 
felf-accufing  and  condemning  heart  r  How 
abject,  how  mean,  and  odious,  doth  an 
immoral  character  appear  to  every  one  who 
difcerns  it,  at  lead  in  an  extreme  degree  ? 
How  vile,  how  defpicable  is  the  mifer,  and 
the  luxurious  ?  How  much  abhorred  the 
cruel,  the  ungrateful,  and  perfidious  ?  But 
how  much  more  hateful  to  bi?nfelf  is  the 
obftinately  vicious,  the  impious,  and  the 
wickedly  dimoneft  man,  when  he  is  forced 
to  review  his  actions,  and  look  into  his  own 
heart?  He  has  no  feeling  of  rational  manly 
felf-enjoyment  j  on  the  contrary,  galling 
felf- reflections  and  inward  remorfe  confume 
his  very  vitals,  make  life  a  burden,  and  a 
deliverance  from  it  earneftly  wifhed  and 
fought  for.  He  is  confcious  of  having  de- 
ferved  ill  from  all  rational  and  moral  agents, 
and  is  in  a  continual  dread  of  a  recompence 
iuitable  to  the  demerit  of  his  crimes.  Now 
let  any  man  judge  whether  iuch  a  mate  be 
eligible ;  rather,  whether  it  be  not  the 
word  that  a  rational  creature  is  capable  of 
in  this  world  ;    whether,    therefore,    by  the 

very 


in  all  Circumflances  illuftr cited.  269 

very  frame  of  our  nature  it  be  not  ill  withSERM. 
the  wicked,  and  confequently  well  with  XI. 
the  righteous.  It  is  true  in  the  prefent  con- 
dition of  being,  both  the  joy  of  a  felf-ap- 
proving,  and  the  torment  of  a  felf-con- 
demning  confcience,  are  in  fome  degree 
abated  by  the  cares,  the  bufinefs,  and  amuie- 
ments  of  life  (when  animal  nature  mall 
ceafe,  and  the  union  of  the  mind  with  flefh 
and  blood  mall  be  diflblved,  they  will  then 
be  felt  in  a  more  intenfe  degree  than  we  can 
now  comprehend)  but  experience  doth  con- 
vince fome,  and  a  careful  attention  will  con- 
vince every  man,  that  the  one  is  the  greater! 
felicity,  and  the  other  the  greateft  mifery  of 
our  nature. 

The  truth  of  what  has  been  arTerted, 
is  univerfally  acknowledged  in  thofe  inftan- 
ces,  which  are  the  moft  perfect  in  their 
kind :  A  very  eminently  good  man,  is  not 
only  the  object  of  the  higher!:  veneration  and 
efteem  to  others,  but  believed  to  be  the 
happieft  in  himfelf ;  and  a  complete  immo- 
.ral  ftate  is  own'd  to  be  miferable  j  but  in 
lower  degrees,  which  are  the  moft  common 
among  mankind,  the  advantage  or  difadvan- 
tage  is  not  fo  fenfibly  felt,  and  the  differ- 
ence is  flightly  pafs'd  over  as  of  little  con- 
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SERM.fideration.  If,  however,  the  principle  be 
XI.  true,  that  virtue  is  the  good  or  happinefs, 
and  vice  the  ill  or  milery  of  every  man,  it 
muft  hold  univerfally,  and  always  in  propor- 
tion. How  unreafonable  were  it  to  imagine 
that  indeed  the  man  who  is  perfect  in 
righteoufnefs,  is  perfect  in  enjoyment,  and 
the  thoroughly  wicked  is  the  moll:  unhappy, 
but  that  the  intermediate  characters  between 
thefe  two  extremes  are  indifferent,  with 
refpect  to  enjoyment  ?  That  a  found  entire 
mind,  as  to  its  moral  ftate,  is  a  great  happi^- 
nefs,  a  temper  wholly  defolute  and  vicious 
is  neceffarily  miferable,  and  yet  that  happi^ 
nefs  doth  not  rife  and  fall,  according  to  the 
meafure  of  our  oppofite  moral  qualities  ?  Let 
us  be  affured,  and  always  keep  it  in  mind, 
that  whenever  in  any  initance  we  depart  from 
our  integrity,  we  are  fo  far  hurting  ourfelves 
and  acting  againft  our  own  intereft ;  and  in 
the  degree  wherein  we  amend  our  temper 
and  our  ways,  are  ceafing  to  do  evil,  and 
learning  to  do  well,  increafing  in  virtue  and 
abounding  in  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  in 
the  fame  degree  we  are  promoting  our  own 
true  happinefs,  which  doth  not  depend, 
even  in  this  world,    fo  much  on  the  circum- 
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fiances  of  our  outward  condition,  as  the  dif-  Ser  m. 
poiitions  of  our  minds  and  our  moral  con-     XI.4 
duct. 

This  argument  has  been  largely  infifted 
on,  and  the  force  of  it  clearly  ieen  by  wife 
and  thoughtful  men,  without  the  advantage 
of  a  revelation,  even  when  they  were  un- 
certain concerning  a  future  ftate,  as  fome  of 
them  at  all  times,  and  probably  all  of  them 
at  fomerimes,  were  :  It  was  the  foundation 
on  which  they  maintained  the  excellence  and 
the  eligiblenefs  of  virtue,  as  moft  becoming 
the  dignity  of  a  rational  nature,  and  the 
chief  good  of  man,  abflracting  from  any 
coniideration  of  God's  interpofing,  to  re- 
ward and  puniili  men  according  to  their 
works.  But  if  we  take  in  that  coniidera- 
tion, the  ftrength  of  the  argument  will 
become  irrefiftible,  and  the  prophet's  afTer- 
tion  in  the  text  will  reft,  not  only  on  the 
conftitution  and  ftate  of  human  nature,  as 
we  find  it  by  obfervation  and  experience,  but 
the  evidence  we  have  of  the  being,  the 
perfections,  and  the  moral  government  of 
God,  from  which  it  is  a  juft  confequence. 
We  are,  then,  to  confider  righteoufnefs  not 
merely  as  the  glory  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the    naturally   felicitating    exercife   and 
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S  e  rm.  attainment  of  its  powers,  but  farther  as  it  is 
XL  approved,  and  recommended  to  mankind, 
by  the  Deity,  their  rightful  and  fupreme 
ruler.  That  there  is  an  intelligent  and  good 
author  of  nature,  all  his  works  proclaim ; 
and  that  he  has  manifefted  his  will  and  fome 
of  his  defigns  in  his  works  of  creation  and 
providence  to  his  rational  creatures,  thereby 
to  direct  him  in  the  courfe  of  their  volun- 
tary actions,  is  alfo  very  evident.  For  as 
we  cannot  but  conclude  in  general  what  he 
intended  by  the  relations,  dependency,  and 
order  of  things.  For  infrance,  to  what  end 
the  fun  and  the  earth  were  placed  in  fuch  a 
iituation,  with  refpect  to  each  other  as  they 
are ;  that  the  earth  affording  fuch  a  variety 
of  conveniencies  for  animals  was  defign'd 
for  their  habitation  j  we  know  by  consider- 
ing the  ufes  of  the  feveral  parts  in  our  ann 
mal  frame,  what  nature,  that  is,  the  author 
of  nature  form'd  them  for  ;  that  eyes  were 
made  for  feeing,  feet  for  walking,  and 
hands  to  be  inftruments  for  action  j  fo  fince, 
in  particular,  it  appears  that  we  are  creatures 
capable  of  various  pleafure  and  pain,  in  con- 
fequence  of  our  own  voluntary  actions,  and 
we  can  forefee  the  confequence,  it  is  not 
with  any  pretence  of  reafon  to  be  doubted, 
but  the  wife  and  good  author  of  nature  de- 
fign'd, 
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fign'd  hereby  that  the  courfe  of  our  actions  Serm. 
fhould   be    fo  directed,    as   we    might  pro-    XI. 
mote  our  own  happinefs  and  ayoid  mifery. 
Now  this  is  as  evidently  true,  with   refpect 
to   moral  actions,    and  the  confequences  of 
them,  as  any  other  j  we  know   their  differ- 
ence as  clearly,  and  are  as  free  in  our  choice, 
we  are  as  certain,  too,  of  the  event  of  the 
connection    between    virtue    and    happinefs, 
between     wickednefs     and     mifery  ;     from 
whence   it    plainly   follows,    that    God   de- 
fign'd  by  this  conftitution  and  flate  of  things 
wherein    we    are   placed,     that   we    fhould 
choofe  what  is  morally  good,  and  refufe  the 
evil ;  in  other  words,    that  we  are  under  a 
moral  law,  and  God  is  our  moral  governor, 
or  that  he  has  declared  his  will  concerning 
our  conduct,    and  given  us  a  rule  of  action, 
enforced  by  a  fanction,    or  by  rewards  and 
punifhments,    annexed  to  the  obfervance  of 
it,  and  our  difobedience  to  it,  which  mould 
determine    our   behaviour    as  rational  crea- 
tures. 

Hence  arifes  a  confideration  of  great 
weight  j  not  only  we  find  by  experience,  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  that  it  is  well 
with  the  righteous,  and  ill  with  the  wicked  -t 
or,  that  there  is  in  fact  a  connection  between 
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Serm.  virtue  and  happinefs,  and  between  vice  and 
XI.  mifery ;  but  it  is  fo  eftablifhed  by  the  fo- 
vereign  will  of  the  great  law-giver,  whofe 
power  none  can  refill:.  We  have  the  cleared 
evidence  that  he  approves  the  good  actions 
of  men,  and  difapproves  the  bad  j  whence 
we  infer  that  one  part  of  his  own  character 
is  moral  rectitude,  which  is  a  perfection  that 
necefTarily  appears  to  our  minds  amiable, 
and  every  way  worthy  of  the  moft  excellent 
nature ;  and  fince  he  is  our  natural  governor, 
by  whofe  will  we  exift,  are  preferv'd,  and 
all  the  circumftances  of  our  condition  are 
determined,  here  is  a  fufficient  intimation 
of  the  rule,  according  to  which  he  doth, 
and  will  always  proceed,  in  his  difpenfaticns 
towards  us,  making  us  happy  or  unhappy. 
This  being  fuppos'd  as  a  certain  principle, 
let  us  fee  how  it  is  to  be  applied  to  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  things,  and  what  confequences 
follow  from  it.  The  adminiftration  of  pro- 
vidence in  this  world  has  a  contrary  appear- 
ance, for  it  feems  to  be  promifcuous :  As 
Solomon  fpeaks,  all  things  come  alike  to  alh 
none  knows  either  love  or  hatred  $  that  is,  the 
favour  or  difpleafure  of  God,  by  all  that 
is  before  him>    by  the  events  which  happen 

to 
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to  men  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  world,  Serm. 
which  makes  the  point  we  are  now  confi-  XI. 
dering  appear  doubtful  ;  and  great  multi- 
tudes of  mankind  feem  not  to  believe  it ;  at 
leaft,  it  has  not  that  influence  on  their  dif- 
politions  and  their  lives,  which  a  principle 
of  fuch  importance  ferioufly  believed  and 
attended  to  might  be  expected  to  have.  The 
true  anfwer  to  this  difficulty,  is,  that  though 
God  be  a  ruler  perfectly  righteous,  who 
moll:  certainly  will  distribute  rewards  and 
punimments  to  his  reafonable  creatures,  ac- 
cording to  their  works,  yet  in  this  he  acts 
freely  and  with  perfect:  wifdom  ;  not  ne- 
ceffarily  at  all  times,  and  in  every  difpenfa- 
tion  towards  them,  making  the  difference 
among  them  which  is  to  be  made  fimlly 
and  in  the  whole,  but  chooling  the  manner 
and  the  time  for  his  righteous  diftribution, 
which  to  his  infinite  understanding  appears 
the  moft  proper  :  And  that  we  now  appear 
plainly  to  be  in  a  Itate  of  difcipline,  where- 
in one  part  of  our  appointed  trial  arifes 
from  the  imperfection  of  our  know- 
ledge, concerning  the  event  of  virtue 
and  vice  in  our  practice.  .  It  pleafes  God 
now  to  leave  the  obligations  of  virtue  more 
imperfect,    and  the   motives   to  it  lefs  over- 
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Serm.  bearing  than  they  might  be,  or  may  be  in 
XI.  another  ftate,  but  yet  they  are  fufficient, 
efpecially  fince  he  has  given  us  fatisfying 
evidence  of  his  own  moral  perfections  and 
his  moral  government,  though  they  do  not 
fhine  out  in  their  full  fplendor. 

The  true  confequence  therefore  from  the 
promifcuous  adminiftration  in  the  prefent 
ftate,  fo  far  as  it  is  promifcuous,  is  not  that 
it  fliall  be  fo  throughout  j  but  quite  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  lefs  manifestly  it  appears 
now  to  be  well  with  the  righteous,  the 
more  manifeft  it  mall  be  hereafter :  for,  if 
the  government  of  the  rational  creation  be 
moral,  and  the  ends  of  it  muft  be  obtained, 
it  follows  that  they  who  fincerely  adhere  to 
the  cauie  of  virtue,  muft  in  proportion  be 
happy,  not  perfectly  and  apparently  in 
every  circumftance  and  condition  of  their 
being,  for  that  the  divine  wifdom  and  rec- 
titude do  not  require,  but  in  the  whole  : 
When,  and  where,  and  in  what  manner, 
are  points  which  our  unfinimed  reafon  doth 
not  reach  to.  Here  the  fcripture  initrucls 
us  more  particularly,  alluring  us  that  the 
latter  end  of  the  perfect  and  upright  man  is 
peace  -,  that  the  dead  are  blejjed  who  die  in 
the  Lord  ;    that   God  has  appointed  a  day  in 

which 
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which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  right  eon fnefs  Serm. 
by  ye/us  Qhrift,    who  will  be  glorified  in  his    XL 
faints,  will  give  them  crowns  of  life  and  glory, 
and  fl:all  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not 
God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel. 

If  we  fincerely  believe  the  christian  re- 
ligion, it  is  impoffible  to  diihelieve  this  arti- 
cle, which  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  it ; 
indeed  it  may  juftly  be  called  the  founda- 
tion of  all  religion,  which  is  nothing  elfe 
but  the  practice  of  virtue  out  of  refpect  to 
the  Deity,  or  from  a  fincere  pcrfuafion  and 
acknowledgement  of  his  Being,  his  moral 
perfections,  and  moral  government,  or  his 
providence  ruling  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  ; 
nay,  virtue  itfelf,  in  the  moil  abftract  way 
of  confidering  it,  however  amiable  it  may 
appear  to  the  human  mind,  is  left  naked 
and  destitute  of  its  greater!:  fecurity,  unlefs 
we  be  convinced  of  its  connection  with 
happinefs,  and  that  it  mall  be  well  with  the 
righteous.  But  ftill  this  principle,  as  clear 
as  it  is  and  important,  confirm'd  by  the 
concurring  evidence  of  reafon  and  revelation, 
and  fo  nearly  affecting  the  higheft  intereft  of 
every  man  in  particular,  has  not  that  influ- 
ence and  effect  on  the  minds  and  the  prac- 
'  tice  of  men  which  it  ought  to  have.   Whence 
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Serm.  doth  this  arife  ?  Certainly   from   inattention, 
XI.     from   the   influence   of  particular  affections, 
paffions,  and  habits.     There  is  nothing  more 
unaccountable  in  the  ftate  of  human  nature, 
and  the   conduct  of  its  powers,    than   that 
men  mould  be  determined  to  act  againft  the 
conviction    of    their    minds,    and   that  the 
lower  fprings  of  action  mould  prevail  againft 
thofe  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  fuperior. 
This  is  our  infirmity,    but  it  is  not  remedi- 
lcfs ;  and  the  remedy  is  in   ourfelves :  By  a 
vigorous  careful  attention,    and  ftrong  refo- 
lution,  which   our  hearts   will  tell  us  are  in 
our  power,  our  contracted  and  even  natural 
weaknefles   may   be  cured  j    but  if  we  will 
not    (hew    ourfelves    men,    we   choofe  our 
own  deftruction,  and  perifh  like  fools.  How- 
ever,   if  the  filthy  will  be  Jilt hy  ftill,    let  the 
righteous  be  righteous  ftill,  allured  that  it  fhall 
be  well  with  him. 
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SERMON   XII. 

The    Path    of    the    Juft,    like    the 

fhining  Light. 

Proverbs  iv.   1 8. 

But  the  path  of  the  juft,  is  as  the  fiining 
lights  that  Jhineth  more  and  more,  unto 
the  perfect  day. 

IN  this  book  Solomon    recommends  reli- S e R M. 
gious   virtue  to  our  affectionate  efteem,    XII. 
to  our  choice  and  conftant  purfuit,    by 
the  character  of  wifdom  ;  a  character  which 
if  it  be  juftly  applied,  fhould  render  it  highly 
amiable  to  mankind  ;  for  what  can-  be  more 
agreeable   to   an   intelligent  nature,  than  the 
proper    ufe,    and  the  beft  improvement    of 
understanding  ?      Indeed     if     we     fix     our 
thoughts  attentively  in  the  contemplation  of 
this  excellent  object,    we  cannot  mifs  of  dis- 
cerning its   beauty  ;    it  fhines  by  its  own  na- 
tive  fplendor,    and  mutt  ftrike  every  rational 
being  with    a   fenfe  of  glory  and   dignity, 
T  4  which 
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Serm.  which  is  no   where  elfe  to  be  feen.     Every 
XII.     thins:  under  the  fun,    when  fet  againft  it,  is 
but  low  in  comparifon  ;    the   moft  finiihed 
beauties   of  corporal   nature  are    empty  fha- 
dows  3  for  it  is  in  reality   reafon   itfelf  in  its 
higheft   exaltation.       But  we  muft  make  a 
difference    between    the   abftracted    idea  of 
virtue  or  wifdom,    and  the  practice  of  it  in 
human  life.     The  one  is  truly  a  divine  form ; 
for  moral  rectitude  and  goodnefs  is  the  glory 
of  God  himfelf,    and  in  him  it  is  a  tran- 
fcendent  excellence,  which  is   the  object  of 
our  higheft  admiration  and  love,  though  we 
cannot   form    adequate     conceptions    of   it. 
The  other  virtue,  as  exemplified  in  human 
characters,   is  a  faint  image,  fhaded  not  only 
with  intellectual    imperfections,    as  it  is  in 
all  finite  beings,    whereby   they  come  infi- 
nitely   fhort  of  abfolute  wifdom   and  origi- 
nal holinefs,  but  with  moral  defects  in  our 
prefent  itate  ;    for  there  is  not  a  jitfi  man  that 
liveth  upon   the  earth   and  Jinneth  not,    who 
has  not  fome  remaining  weaknefs,  whereby 
he  is  in   danger  of  being  drawn  away  into 
evil   and  folly.     And  yet  imperfect  as  it  is, 
virtue  makes  an  important  difference  among 
men,    a  difference  between  their  characters, 
and  a  difference   between   their   conditions. 

The 
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The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than  his  neigh-  Serm, 
bour ;  he  is  wifer,  he  is  better,  and  he  is  XII. 
happier,  and  in  the  end  he  fhall  appear 
much  more  diftinguifhed  in  all  thefe  refpects. 
The  text  reprefents  virtue  in  this  imperfect 
view,  as  practifed  by  weak  and  frail  mortals, 
and  therefore  as  far  below  that  confummate 
moral  excellence,  which  (bines  in  fome 
finite  beings,  not  to  fpeak  of  the  fupreme  ; 
nay,  far  below  what  our  own  nature  is  ca- 
pable of,  and  what  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect  have  actually  attained.  Our 
goodnefs  here,  the  goodnefs  of  the  fincere, 
is  not  like  the  morning  cloud  that  pajjeth  a- 
ivay,  but  it  is  like  the  morning  dawn  which 
is  weak  in  its  beginning,  but  gradually  in- 
creafes  in  brightnefs,  till  it  arifes  to  its  me- 
ridian glory.  The  path  of  the  juft,  even 
the  imperfectly  juft,  has  a  real,  fubftantial  ex- 
cellence whereby  it  is  efTentially  diftinguifhed 
from  the  path  of  the  wicked  ;  they  differ  as 
light  and  darknefs,  which  are  the  moft  oppo- 
site to  each  other,  and  their  difference  is  a 
common  proverbial  defcription  of  things 
moft  directly  contrary,  which  can  never  be 
reconciled  or  confift  together,  and  which  in 
their  kinds  and  qualities  fet  againft  each 
others    are  the  beft  and  the  worft,  at  leafta 

very 
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Ser  m.  very  good  and  extremely  bad.  Thus  Solomon 
XII.  here  fpeaks  concerning  the  path  of  the  jufl 
and  the  wicked  ;  the  former,  he  fays  in  the 
text,  is  as  the  jhining  light  -,  and  in  the  verfe 
immediately  following,  the  ivay  of  the  wicked 
is  as  darknefs.  . 

My  intention  in  this  difcourfe  is  to  con- 
fider  the  beauty,  dignity,  and  excellence  of 
religious  virtue  in  human  characters  and 
actions,  not  only  in  general,  but  in  the  dif- 
ferences of  its  flate,  and  the  various  fteps 
of  its  progrefs,  from  its  wTeak  imperfect  be- 
ginnings to  its  confummation.  It  is  like  the 
fining  light  that  fhineth  more  and  more  to 
the  perfeEl  day.  It  is  not  neceiTary  to  defcribe 
the  path  of  the  juftj  it  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  practice  of  virtue,  of  moral  piety,  ofrigh- 
teoufnefs,  of  temperance,  and  charity,  which 
I  fuppofe  fo  far  univerfally  known,  as  to 
make  the  encomium  Solomon  gives  it,  that  it 
is  as  the  fining  lights  eafily  intelligible.  Only 
let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  whole  of  virtue 
is  comprehended,  and  every  effential  branch 
of  it  mud  be  reduced  to  practice  in  the 
path  of  the  jnft.  Philoibphy  itfelf  deter- 
mines, and  it  is  plain  to  every  one  who  at- 
tentively confiders  it,  that  the  virtues  are  in- 
feparable  j    at  leaf!:,   that  no  character  can  be 

eminent 
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eminent  for  any  one  of  them,  which  is  de-  Serm. 
flitute   of  the  reft.     Rigid  jujlice  will  dege-    XII. 
nerate  into  cruelty,  if  it  is  not   accompanied 
with    beneficence ;    and    to  both    thefe,    that 
they   may   fhine  in  any  character  conflantly 
and   uniformly,    muft  necerTarily    be    added 
temperance^    or  a  fteady  felf-dominion,  a  due 
government  over  the  appetites  and  paffions  : 
But  in  fuch  a  ftate   as  that  of  the  world  is, 
full   of  temptations,  both  blandishments  and 
terrors,    none  of  all  the  virtues  which  have 
been   named,    can   fubfift  without  fortitude, 
a   firm  inviolable   refolution   of  cleaving   to 
what    appears    right    and   good,    whatever 
difficulties  and  dangers  may  attend  it :  And, 
Iqffyi  as  all  thefe  are  the  qualities,  the  works, 
or  rational    exercifes   of  intelligent    Beings, 
not  the  refult  of  mere  inftinct,  but  of  calm 
reflection  5    and,    efpecially,    as  great  regard 
is  to  be  had  in  them  to  a  variety  of  external 
circumftances,    they   muft   all  of  them   be 
conducted  with  prudence.      But  to  us  chrif- 
tians  the  cafe  is  exceeding   plain  by  the  rule 
of  our  religion,    which  is  delivered  in  the 
form  of  a  law,    containing  fhort  and  plain 
precepts  enforced  by  proper  fanctions,   and 
other  motives.      Will   you   meet  with   one 
declaration  in  the  bible  which  authorifes  you 

to 
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Serm.  to  detach  a  Tingle  virtue,  or  a  few,  from  the 
XII.  body,  the  fyftem  of  virtues,  and  to  make  it 
or  thofe  few  the  whole  of  your  religion, 
fufficient  to  denominate  you  true  chriftians, 
to  fatisfy  the  demand  of  your  profeflion, 
and  entitle  you  to  the  rewards  of  chriftiani- 
ty  ?  No,  the  contrary  is  indeed  exceedingly 
clear,  not  one  good  moral  quality  or  good 
work  is  omitted  or  left  out  of  the  religious 
character,  or  the  path  of  the  ju/i,  as  it  is 
defcribed  in  the  word  of  God  j  but  every 
branch  of  our  duty  to  God,  our  fellow 
creatures  and  ourfelves,  is  frequently  incul- 
cated, and  ftrongly  enforced.  Sometimes 
we  have  the  whole  of  our  duty  thrown  to- 
gether in  fhort  and  beautiful  defcriptions ; 
the  high  way  of  holinefs,  as  the  prophet  * 
Ijaiah  calls  it,  exactly  delineated  j  and  every 
road,  that  is,  each  particular  virtue  in  the 
path  of  the  juji  marked  out  to  us.  Thus 
we  are  told,  that  what  God  requires  of  us,  is 
to  do  juftly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  God\\.  And  St.  -f  Paul  fays, 
that  the  grace  which  hath  appeared  bringing 
jdhation,  teaches  us  to  livejoberly,  and  rigt- 
teoujly,  and  godly ,  in  this  prefent  world.     Will 

f  If.  xxxv,         It  Mic.  vi.  8.         f  Tit.  ii.  12. 
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you  then  imagine,  that  to  be  juft  in  your  Se  r  m. 
dealings  with  mankind,  is  fufficient  to  make  XII. 
you  the  true  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
give  you  confidence  towards  him,  when  he 
mall  come  to  judge  the  world,  while  you 
indulge  yourfelves  in  fome  fecret  vices,  con- 
trary to  fbbriety  ?  Or  that  freedom  from 
thefe,  in  conjunction  with  the  other,  will 
be  fufficient,  while  the  neceiTary  offices  of 
moral  piety  are  neglected  ?  or  will  you  on 
the  other  hand  think  that  to  be  devout,  to 
abound  in  the  inftituted  fervices  of  religion, 
is  enough  to  the  purpofes  of  chriftianity, 
while  you  are  unrighteous  and  uncharitable  ? 
No ;  this  is  not  to  be  chriftians,  this  is  not 
the  path  of  the  juft,  for  it  comprehends  all 
the  parts  of  our  duty.  See  what  the  apoftle 
St.  James  fays  exprefsly  in  the  fecond  chapter 
cfhisepiftle,  and  iothverfe:  whofoever  Jhall 
keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point 
{habitually,  or  wilfully  and  deliberately)  he 
is  guilty  of  all. 

Having  made  this  remark,  -  which  I 
thought  neceiTary,  to  give  us  a  true  idea  of 
the  path  of  the  juft,  that  is,  of  religious 
virtue,  as  it  is  exemplified  in  human  cha- 
racters, or,  as  it  is  reduced  to  practice  by 
men  having   infirmity,    which,    tho'  it   be 

imperfect, 
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Se  rm.  imperfect,  yet  muft  be  fincere  ;  and  in  or- 
XII.  der  to  that  univerfal,  I  mall  now  proceed  to 
confider  the  doctrine  of  the  text,  that  this 
path  of  the  Ju/l,  a  life  of  holinefs,  filled 
with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  mercy,  and 
godlinefs,  fo  far  as  thefe  virtues  may  be  at- 
tained in  this  world,  nay,  fo  far  as  they  are 
actually  attained  by  every  good  man  ;  that 
this,  I  fay,  is  a  Jhining  lights  which  fineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfecl  day.  The 
expremon  immediately  raifes  in  our  minds 
the  idea  of  excellent,  regular,  and  lovely, 
for  all  thefe  characters  are  obvioufly  im- 
ported in  mining  light,  fet  in  oppofition  to 
darkncfs,  which  is  naturally  the  image  of 
ccnfufion  and  horror;  but  we  muft  keep 
in  our  thoughts  the  nature  of  the  fubject 
to  which  the  allufion  is  applied,  it  is  a  ra- 
tional, not  a  fenfible  light,  a  fpiritual,  not  a 
corporeal  fplendor.  The  firft  thing  there- 
fore which  occurs,  as  imported  in  the  figure* 
is,  that  the  way  or  the  life  of  the  juft  mo- 
rally confidered,  comprehending  his  temper 
and  his  conduct,  the  whole  tenor  of  his  de* 
liberate  defigns,  and  the  courfe  of  his  ac- 
tions, is  a  regular  fcheme  formed  according 
to  one  model,  and  under  one  uniform  direc- 
tion :    One   principle    animates   the   whole, 

one 
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one  rule  guides  all  its  movements,    and  one  Sf.rm, 
gfeat  end  is  conftantly  purfued  in  it.     Light    XII. 
lhows   every  thing   truly    as  it   is  ;    a  man 
walking   in  it,    fees    his   way   and   the   end 
of    it ;    he    is   enabled   to   purfue   his    aim 
fteadily,     keeping   it    always    in   view ;    he 
knows  how  to  choofe  his  fteps  without  turn- 
ing   afide,     and    to    avoid     dangers  :    Like 
this  is  the  principle  of  virtue  in  the  heart 
directing  the  converfation  j  it  is  always  the 
fame  unvarying  guide,    admirable  for  its  fim- 
plicity,    without  a   mixture    of    interfering 
counlels,    without  a  diveriity  of  incontinent 
views  j  it  leads  us  on  to  the  one  end  of  faith 
and  of  all  religion,    the  falvation  of  the  foul, 
which  is  nothing  elfe  but  what  my  text  calls 
the  perfeel  day,    or  the  perfection  of  virtue 
itfelf.       Whatever   diverfity   there  is  in   the 
way,  that  is,    in  the  practice  of  religion,  as 
it  has  been  defcribed,  containing  righteouf- 
nefs,    piety,    temperance    and    charity,    yet 
not  only  the  end  is  the  fame,  but  the  fpring 
of  action,  the  one  principle  of  faith  working 
by  love,  the  love  of  God  and  of   mankind. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  great  animating 
fpring,  the  good  work  of  God   proceeds  uni- 
formerly  to  its  perfection  ;  the  divine  nature, 
as   St.  Peter  calls  it,    hoids    on   its    regular 
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Serm.  courfe,  having  all  the  active  powers  of  the 
XII.     human  nature  in  fubjection  to  it,  with  the 
full   confent  of  approving    reafon,    and  ap- 
plauding confcience,    the  candle  of  the  Lord. 
But   how   unlike    this    is   the    way  of  the 
wicked,  which  Solomon  juftly  calls  darknefs  $ 
vain    thoughts,     foolifh    and    hurtful    lufts, 
blinding    the  underftanding  and   corrupting 
the  heart,    produce  nothing   but  wild  difor- 
der.     No  one  end   is   fteadily  purfued,    no 
governing  principle  adhered  to ;  but  jarring 
paffions  are  its   unequal   guide,    by   which 
the  unhappy  perfon  under  their  power  is  fu- 
rioufly  hurried  not  knowing  whither,  fome- 
times  to  the  purfuit  of  tumultuous    brutal 
pleafures,  of  peri  (In  ng  earthly  riches,  which 
moth  and  ruft  corrupt,    and   thieves   break 
through  and  ileal  ;  or  of  fading  honours,  ac- 
cording as  the   lufi  of  the  flejlo,    the  Infi  of 
the   eyes,  or  the  pride  of  life,  happen  to  have 
the    afcendant  ;    fometimes    into    imaginary 
fcenes  of  danger,    and  even  into  black  def- 
pair,    when  diffracting   fear  prevails,    or  the 
forrow  of  the   world,    which    worketh   death . 
fometimes  again  into  outragious  madnefs,  or 
meditated    mifchief,     when    wrath    and    re- 
venge are  predominant  ;    and  all   thefe  blind 
guides  in   their   turns  rule  the  way  of  the 

wicked;, 
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wicked,  which  therefore  is,  according  toSERM. 
another  elegant  fcripture  companion,  like  XII. 
the  troubled  *  fea  that  cannot  reft,  but  is  in 
perpetual  confufon,  driven  by  the  winds, 
and  toJJ'ed.  Our  paffions,  efpecially  when 
ftrengthened  by  indulgence,  and  confirmed 
by  evil  habits,  bring  the  mind  into  an  un- 
happy ftate  of  ignorance,  and  leave  the  mo- 
ral conduct  under  no  proper  direction ;  which 
our  faviour,  agreeably  to  the  figure  in  my 
text,  excellently  reprefents  by  the  allufion 
of  an  evil  eye,  Matthew  vi.  22,  23.  The 
light  of  the  body  is  the  eye,  if  therefore  thine 
eye  be  fingle,  thy  whole  body  JJjall  be  full  of 
light :  But  if  thine  eye  be  evil,  thy  whole 
body  fiall  be  Jull  of  darhiefs ;  if  therefore 
the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  darknefs,  how 
great  is  that  darknefs  !  As  the  vitated  organ 
of  fight  is  dangerous  to  the  body,  leaving  a 
man  without  any  jufi:  direction  how  to  walk 
fafely,  and  to  fhun  fnares  and  precipices,  fo 
the  judgment  of  the  mind  concerning  moral 
differences,  or  whatever  is  neceiTary  and  of 
the  utmofi:  importance  to  human  happinefs, 
being  corrupted  and  mifled  by  luft  and  paf- 
fion,  is  in  deplorable   darknefs,  not  knowing 

*  Ifaiah  lvii.  20. 
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S  e  r  m.  at  all  how  to  guide  its  way,  or  how  to  efcapc 
XII.  its  ruin,  as  Solomon  fays  in  the  place  already 
referred  to,  verfe  1 9,  of  this  chapter;  the  way 
of  the  wicked  is  as  darknefs,  they  know  not  at 
what  they  fumble.  And  elfewhere,  the  *  pru- 
dent man  forefeeth  evil  and  hideth  himfelf 
but  thefmple  pafs  on  and  are  punijhed.  They 
precipitate  themfelves  into  deftruction,  not 
difcerning,  or  not  determined  by  the  mofl 
obvious  truths  concerning  the  necefTary  un- 
alterable diftinclion  of  moral  good  and  evil, 
and  the  moft  certain  oppofite  confequences 
of  them,  happinefs  and  mifery  5  fo  infatuated 
are  they  by  their  vices,  and  hardened  thro' 
the  deceitful nefs  of  fin. 

Secondly ,  As  the  path  of  the  juft  mines 
with  intellectual  light,  illuminated  with 
knowledge,  and  conducted  with  wifdom, 
and  therefore  a  conliftent  regular  fcheme ; 
fo  it  is  accompanied  with  inward  ferenity 
and  fitisfaction.  Solomon  obferves,  Ecclcf- 
adcs  xi.  7.  That  truly  the  light  is  fweety 
mid  a  pleajant  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold 
the  fun.  It  is  not  only  itfelf  a  very  agreeable 
object,  but  it  fhows  us  the  beauties  of  the 
world  about  us,  and  human  life  depriv'd  of 

*  Prov.  xxii.  3. 
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that  entertainment,  is  rendered  very  uncom- Serm. 
fortablej  fo  is  the  knowledge  of  religious  XII. 
wifdom  to  the  fincerely  virtuous  mind,  and 
the  righteous  goes  on  his  way  rejoicing,  for 
*  great  peace  have  they  who  love  God's  lawy 
nothing  /hall  offend  them.  The  -f  ways  of 
wifdom  are  found  to  be  ways  of  pleafantnefsy 
and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  They  are  a 
delightful  object  of  the  mind's  contemplati- 
on ;  but  when  they  are  reduced  to  practice, 
and  the  life  is  regulated  by  them,  it  is  ac- 
companied with  an  uninterrupted  feries  of 
flowing  pleafures,  a  pure,  a  rational,  and 
folid  joy,  which  nothing  elfe  in  the  whole 
compafs  of  human  life  and  affairs  can  yield. 
Not  only  fo,  the  principles  of  religion  plant- 
ed in  the  heart,  and  difTufing  their  influence 
thro'  the  whole  fcheme  of  life,  fet  every 
thing  about  us  in  a  fair  and  amiable  light. 
To  an  uninlightened  mind  the  world  ap- 
pears full  of  diforder ;  puzling  difficulties 
arife  upon  every  fubjecl:  it  can  turn  its  thoughts 
to,  how  to  reconcile  the  appearances  of  na- 
ture to  ruling  intelligence,  and  the  events  of 
time,  particularly  in  the  condition  of  man- 
kind, to  a  wife,  a  righteous,  and  good  ad- 
ministration :    Thefe  are  points  too  high  for 

*  Pfal.  cxix.   165.  f  Prov.  iii.  17. 
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S  e  r  M.  the   natural  man,  as  St.  Paul  calls  him,  that 
XII.  ^  is,  the  carnal,  the  vicious   man,    to  under-^ 
ftand ;  and  his  ignorance  renders  the  works 
of  God  joylefs  to   him,    nay,    fills  his  mind 
with  diffracting  perplexity.      But   knowledge 
is  ea/y  to  him   that  underftandeth  as   Solomon 
fpeaks,    Proverbs   xiv.    6.    pious  fentimcnts 
deeply  imprefs'd  on  the  foul,    and  virtue  be- 
come its  very  temper,    give  fuch  a  fenfe  of 
worth   and   of  excellence  and    wifdom,    in 
the  frame  of  nature  ftill  conducting  its  ad- 
ministration, that  all  thefe  doubts  vanifh  ;  the 
world  puts  on  a  fmiling  countenance ;  every 
thing   in  it  appears  lovely  as  the  creatures 
of  God,    every  event  as  his   wife  appoint- 
ment j    afflictions  are  gentle  and  eafy  chaf- 
tifements  intended  for  good,    death  itfelf  is 
flripped  of  its  terrors,  and  therefore  amidft  all 
the    mazes   of   life,    and  the  intricacies  of 
providence  in  the  whole  of  its  government, 
which    is    to    us    inexplicable,    the   mind 
confcious   of    integrity,    and    fatisfied    from 
itfelf,    enjoys    its    own    exiftence,    nay,    in 
feme  fenfe,    enjoys  all  things  with  comfort ; 
is  well  pleas'd  with  the  world,  as  under  the 
ccconomy  of  its   heavenly  father,   who  is  in 
the  wifeft  manner  carrying  on  his  own  good 

defigns ; 


like  the  Jhining  Light.  293 

defigns;  and  is  eafy  in  the  fituation  he  hath  Serm, 
appointed  for  it.  \il. 

Thirdly )  The  path  of  the  jufl  does  not 
only  mine  clearly  inwards,  not  only  is  it  a 
luminous  path  in  itfelf,  it  alio  fends  light 
abroad,  that  is,  communicates  profitable  in- 
flrudion  to,  and  hath  an  ufeful  influence  on 
thofe  who  have  the  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing  it.  Our  Saviour  recommends  it  to  his 
apoflles,  the  fame  in  their  meafure  and 
proportion,  is  alfo  the  duty  of  all  his  other 
followers,  to  let  their  *  light  finite  before 
men 3  that  they  may  fee  their  good  works,  and 
glorify  their  father  who  is  in  heaven.  That  is, 
to  make  the  fincerity  and  the  power  of  vir- 
tuous principles,  confpicuous  in  their  exem- 
plary converfations,  that  the  attention  of  thofe 
who  mould  fee  them,  might  be  engaged  to 
true  religion,  and  they  might  by  that  means 
be  induced  to  believe,  to  profefs,  and  practife 
it,  to  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
peace  over  his  intelligent  creatures.  Next 
to  extraordinary  divine  interpofition  by  mef- 
fengers  commiflion'd  from  heaven  to  teach 
it,  perhaps  there  is  not  any  thing  which  has 
contributed   fo  much  to  the  preferving  and 

*  Matt.  v.  16. 
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S  e  r  M.  propagating    religion  in  the   world,    as  the 
XII.    examples    of  good  men  j   and  indeed  they 
have  a  plain  natural  tendency  to  this  purpofe, 
not   only  by  giving  a  juft  notion  of  that  ex- 
cellent practical  fcience  or  difcipline,   which 
is  better   underflood,    and  makes  a  ftronger 
impreffion  when  it  is  reprefented  in  life  and 
action,    than  by  any  defcription  or  abftradt 
reafoning  ;    but  farther,    they  fliew  that  re- 
ligious virtue,  as  fublime  as  it  is,  yet  is  not 
fo   far   raifed  above   the   condition  of  frail 
humanity,    as  to  be  quite  impracticable  in 
our  prefent  ftate.     When  we  hear  of  hardy 
temperance,    of  humble   and  fervent  devo- 
tion, of  inflexible  juftice,   and  laborious  cha- 
rity,   we  are  apt  to  think  thefe  are  beautiful 
ideas  indeed,    but   they  go  little  farther  than 
the  imagination,    they  do  not  enter  into  the 
heart,  nor  animate  our  refolutions  j  but  when 
we  fee  the  fame  virtues  actually  practis'd  by 
men  of  like  paffions  with  ourfelves,  and  who 
are  liable  to  the  fame  temptations,  the  light 
ftrikes   us  with  greater  force,    and    infpires 
with  a  defire  of  imitation.      Some  rare  in- 
flances  there  were  of  eminent  virtue  in  the 
heathen  world,  who  caft  a  fmall  glimmering 
light  into   that  region  of  darknefs,  at  leaft, 
if  they  made  very  few  converts,   they  ob- 
tained 
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tained    great    reputation,    and    their   names  Serm. 
have  been    handed    down   with    honour  to    XII. 
fucceedihg  generations :  But  the  moft  fruit- 
ful feminary  for  propagating  religious  know- 
ledge, has   been   the  ichool  of-Chriftj  it  is 
according  to  his   own  comparifon,   Matt.  v. 
14.  a  city  feated  on  a  hill,    confpicuous  from 
afar,    and  a   candle  not  put  under  a  bufoel> 
but    in  a   candlejlick,    the   moil    convenient 
lituation  for  fpreading  its  light  abroad.     It 
is    certain,     chriftianity   has    produced    the 
brighter!,    patterns    of  extraordinary    virtue, 
and  the  greateft   number  of  them.       After 
our  great  mailer  himfelf,    the  true  light  of 
the    world,    whofe    character   is   abfolutely 
without  a  parallel,    and  ever  will  be  among 
mankind,    many  of  his  difciples  form'd  up- 
on his  model,  were  very  illuftrious  examples 
of  all  goodnefs,  by  the  innocence  of  their 
lives,    their  inviolable   integrity,    the   purity 
and  limplicity  of  their  manners,  their  heroic 
charity,      and     invincible     patience     under 
fufferings,    leaving   ftrong   convictions  of  a 
reality  and  excellence  in  religion,    upon  the 
minds  of  very  corrupt  men,  even  of  their 
perfecutors  j    becoming  likewife  the  fuccefs- 
ful     inftruments    of    converting   multitudes 
from  the  errors  of  their  way.     Thus  I  have 
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SERM.fhown  you  that  the  path  of  the  juft,  or  re- 
XII.  ligious  virtue  exemplified  in  human  characr 
tersj  or  as  practifed  by  men  having  infirmity, 
is  as  a  mining  light ;  it  is  in  itfelf  excellent, 
beautiful  and  regular,  uniformly  conducted 
with  wifdom ;  and  free  from  that  obfeurity, 
ignorance  and  conmfion,  which  are  infepa- 
rable  characters  of  a  wicked  and  vicious 
courfe ;  it  is  accompanied  with  a  conftant 
inward  ferenity  and  felf-approving  joy,  and 
it  conveys  ufeful  inftructions  to  thofe  who 
behold  if. 

I  mail,  in  the  next  place,  confider  it  as 
an  increaiing  light,  and  advancing  to  per- 
fection, which  the  text  plainly  leads  us  to  ; 
for  the  path  of  the  juft  is  faid  to  be  a 
fhining  light,  that  fhineth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day.  It  is  not  like  a  fiery 
meteor  which,  having  no  abiding  caufe  of 
light,  only  makes  a  blaze,  and  is  extin- 
guifh'd,  nor  does  it  thine  only  by  reflection 
with  a  borrow'd  luftie,  but  like  the  fpring 
of  day  animated  by  an  inward  undecaying 
principle,  it  rifes  in  fplendor  from  its  low 
and  more  obfeure  beginnings,  going  on  gra- 
dually to  perfection.  Like  the  natural  early 
dawn,  in  this  refpect,  is  the  principle  of 
virtue,  or  what  the   fcripture  calls  the  feed 
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of  God,    and  the  new  creature ;    it  is  weak,  Serm. 
but  it  is  entire    and     permanent,    naturally   XIL 
^rowing  up  to  maturity.     We  {hall  be  con- 
vinced  it  muft  be   fo  if  we  attend  to  the 
conititution  of  our  own  minds  ;  for  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral,    indeed  all   the  active 
powers  of  the  human  nature,  are  weak  and 
narrow   at  firft;    they    enlarge    by  degrees, 
they  acquire  ftrength    by  exercife,    and  are 
improv'd  by  habits  5    every  ones  experience 
will  fatisfy  him  in  this,  who  reflects  on  his 
own  progrefs  in  knowledge,    and  in  all  the 
qualities  which   render  life  either  agreeable 
or   ufeful.      What  a   poor   unfinifhed,    un- 
adorn'd,    and   infipid    thing,    is  the  life  of 
man    in  infancy,    though  indued   with   all 
the  capacities  which  belong  to  its  kind,  till 
obfervation  and  ufe    have  form'd  it  to   the 
profecution    and    attainment  of    its  proper 
ends  ?    Religion  muft  in  this  refpect  be  like 
all  other  improvements  of  nature,  which  de- 
pend on  the  exercife  of  our  own  powers  ; 
nay,  it  is  fo  more  peculiarly,    becaufe  it  de- 
pends more  upon  ou/felves,    and  requires  a 
more  ferious  and  attentive  reflection  and  care, 
than  many  other  improveable  qualities  or  fci- 
ences,    which  we  can  attain  :  It  differs  there- 
fore fo  far  from  the  vifible  light,  which  ne- 
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Serm.  cefTarily  mines  more  and  more  to  the  per- 
XII.     fed  day.     The  path  of  the  juft,  tho'  naturally 
capable  of  growth,  and    made  for  it,    does 
not  actually  grow  without  the  voluntary  and 
vigorous  exertion  of  its  inward  active  powers  > 
every  good  man  knows,  for  he  is  confcious 
of  it,  the  progrefs  of  virtue  in  himfelf,    the 
dexterity,  the  eafe  and  pleafure,    which  at- 
tend   the  practice  of  it  in    proportion  as  he 
makes  it  his  earned  ftudy,  and  the  object  of 
his  conftant  and  careful  application  ;    as  on 
the  contrary,    by  indolence  and  iloth,    dark- 
nefs  grows    upon    us,    and  indilpofition  of 
mind ;    our  inward  fatisfaction   decays,  and 
ufefulnefs  in  the   world  to  the  glory  of  our 
heavenly  father,    and  the  good  of  mankind, 
by  promoting  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue, 
*Tis   thus  that  the   fcripture   reprefents  the 
religious  ftate,    as   by   the  divine  ordination 
concerning   it,    and  the  law   of  its    nature, 
progreffive.     It  is  compared  to  the  vegetable 
and    to  the  animal  life,    which  from  a  very 
weak  and  low   beginning,  grows  up  to   its 
appointed  perfection,  to  its  beauty  and  fruit- 
fulnefs  ;    and  the   fenfitive   kind   to  the  full 
ufe   of  its  powers  and  its  enjoyment.     The 
iimilitude  of  a  man,    growing  up  from  in- 
fancy to  mature  age,  is  a  very  familiar  one,  in 
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defcribing  the  progreffive  condition  of  chrif-  Serm. 
tians ;  and  they  are  diftinguifhed  according  a  XII. 
to  the   meafure   of  their   advancement  into 
babes  and  perfect  men,  by  the  apoftle  Paul. 
And    St.  "John    makes  three    ftages   of  the 
fpiritual   life,    little    *  children,    young   men* 
and  fathers.     But  ftill,  it  is  evident  that  this 
progrefs  depends  upon  ourfelves :    It  is  in- 
joined  as  our  duty  j    recommended   by  the 
beft  examples,    and  we  are  encouraged  to  it 
by  the  promife  of  an  ample  reward,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  meafure  of  our  zeal,  diligence 
and   proficiency   during   our  being  in  a  ftatc 
of  difcipline.     We  are  exhorted  to  -f  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chri/l;    to  add  ftill  to  the  meafure   of   out 
virtue,  and  multiply  our  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs  more  and  more,  which  is  mining  more 
and  more  in  the  fenfe  of  the  text.     St.  Paul 
propofes  himfelf  as  a  pattern  for  our  imita- 
tion, when  fenfible  of  his  not  having  attain- 
ed, neither  being  already  perfect,  J  leaving 
the  things    which  were  behind,    and  reaching 
forth   to  the   things    which   were    before,    he 
prefs'd  towards    the    mark,  for  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in    Chrijl  Jefus,  and 
we  are  taught  that  in   exact  proportion  to 

*  1  John  ii.  12,  13     f  2  Pet.  iii.  18.     %  Phil.  iii.  13. 
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SERM.the   meafure  of  mining,    not  apparent,  but 
XII.     real  genuine  virtue  here,    fo  mail  the  future 
felicity    be  j    he   that  foweth    fparingly  fiall 
reap  a/Jo  fparingly \  and  he  that  foweth  bounti- 
fully fiall  reap  alfo  bountifully  *. 

But  there  is  an  appointed  ftandard  of  vir- 
tue, towards  which  we  mould  always  afpire, 
which  is  its  mod  complete  ftate,  reprefent- 
ed  here  under  the  notion  of  the  perfeB  day.  I 
do  not  mean  that  there  is  a  precile  limit  fet 
to  intellectual  and  moral  attainments,  and 
pleafures,  beyond  which  they  cannot  pafs, 
even  in  the  future  ftate ;  the  inequality  of 
the  heavenly  glory,  plainly  declared  in  fcrip- 
ture,  and  compared  to  the  unequal  bright-? 
nels  of  the  firmament,  and  of  particular 
fparkling  ftars  in  it,  or  luminous  ones,  and 
to  the  difference  between  the  ftars  them- 
ielves  ;  this,  I  fay,  leads  us  rather  to  fup- 
pofe  the  contrary  :  And,  indeed,  our  rati- 
onal nature  and  powers,  infinitely  fhort  of 
abfolute  perfection,  feem  by  their  conftitu- 
tion  to  be  always  capable  of  progrefs :  But 
what  I  mean,  is,  that  there  is  a  perfect  day 
to  come,  a  Mate  fo  far  of  confummate  vir- 
tue and  righteoufnefs,  as  to  be  free  of  all 
moral   blemifhes,    and   to  exclude  all  finm] 

•  i  Cor.  ix;.  6, 
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failures,  not  fully   underftood  by  us  (for  wSerm. 
hath   *  not  fee?i3    nor  ear    heard,    nor   have   XII. 
entered  into    the   heart   of    man,     the   things 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love 
him)    which   at  prefent    terminates   all    our 
wifhes  and  aims.     We  have  but  general  and 
weak   notions  of  what    may   be  hop'd  for 
beyond   it;    and   every  good  man  painfully 
reflecting    on    the    infirmities    which   now 
cleave  to  him,    refts  with  contentment  and 
joy    in   the  happy  profpecl:  of  that  exalted 
condition,  in  which  he   ihall  be  wholly  free 
from   fin,    and  from  temptations  to  it ;  the 
devout    and    virtuous   affections   mall   have 
their  full  fcope,  and  no  more  be  controuled 
or    reftrained  in   their  exercife    by   inferior 
appetites  and  paflions.      This  may  well  be 
called   the  perfecl  day,  when  fet  again  ft  the 
weaknefs,    the  obfcurity,    and  the  difcomfort 
of  our  ftate  in  this  world.     To  it  we  fhoulcl 
always  afpire    with  a  noble  ardor  of  mind, 
and   to  it   our  feeble    virtue    tends  j     every 
vigorous   ftep,    however,     we    take,    brings 
nearer  to  it,  and  alfo  is  accompanied   with  a 
prefent  reward   in   the  increafe   and  confir- 
mation  of  good   habits    themfelves,    which 
really  is  a   fubftantial  happincfs,    and  with 

*   1  Cor.  ii.  9. 
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Serm.  a  growing  fatisfacYion.  The  apoftle  teaches 
XII.  in  2  Corinthians  hi.  18.  that  our  progrefs 
in  true  religion,  which  he  calls  the  image 
of  God,  is  from  glory  to  glory,  every  ftep 
we  advance  in  it  tends  to  enoble  and  dignify 
our  nature,  and  brings  an  addition  of  true 
enjoyment. 

The  conclufion,  is,  that  we  fhould  en- 
gage our  hearts  to  the  love,  the  ftudy,  and 
the  practice  cf  virtue.  Her  own  native 
charms  are  fufficient  to  allure  every  rational 
being.  They  muft  be  the  moil:  defpicable 
kind  of  living  creatures,  and  have  the  leaft 
relifh  of  life,  who  fhun  the  light  of  Day, 
and  choofe  rather  to  dwell  in  darknefs.  How 
degenerate  are  thofe  minds  ?  Are  they 
^worthy  to  be  called  intelligent,  who  do  not 
difcern  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  and  have  no 
tafte  for  the  pleafure  of  religious  wifdom  ? 
Yet  fo  corrupt,  fo  infatuated  are  multitudes 
of  mankind,  fo  loft  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
true  dignity  and  glory  of  their  nature ;  even 
profefs'd  chriftians,  many  of  them,  have 
contracted  this  infeniibility,  above  all  others 
unexcufable,  becaufe  God  has  held  out  a 
clear  light  from  heaven  to  guide  them  in 
the  way  of  righteoufnefs  j  he  has  mark'd  out 
the  iliining  path  of  the  juft,    difplay'd  the 
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progrefs  of  it  in  all  its  beauty,  and  fhewed  S  e  r  M. 
that  it  ends  in  a  perfect  day.  But  this  is  XII. 
the  condemnation  of  men,  hardened  thro' 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  into  obftinate  unbe- 
lief, that  they  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light \ 
bccaufe  their  deeds  were  evil.  But  let  us  re- 
member, it  is  not  enough  once  to  have  {etn 
the  excellence  of  religious  wifdom,  to  have 
profefs'd  ourfelves  her  votaries,  and  that  we 
have  an  affection  for  her,  (the  fincerity  of 
which  can  no  otherwife  be  prov'd  than  by 
perfeverance  and  growing  in  it,  and  we 
fhall  difhonour  her  more  by  turning  away 
from  the  holy  commandment,  than  if  we 
had  never  known  the  way  of  righteoufnefs) 
they  only  who  endure  to  the  end  mall  be 
faved  j  and  it  is  by  a  patient  continuance  in 
well  doing ,  that  we  are  tofeekfor  glory,  honour, 
and  immortality,  Jo  as  to  obtain  eternal 
life. 


The  End  of  the  First  Volume. 
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